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PROFESSOR CHARLES HAL'PERT.

That life is the most useful and desirable that results in the greatest good

to the greatest number, and, though all do not reach the heights to which they

aspire, yet in some measure each can win success and make life a blessing to

his fellow men. It is not necessary for one to occupy eminent public positions

to do so, for in the humbler walks of life there remains much good to be ac-

complished and many opportunities for the exercise of talents, and influence,

that in some way will touch the lives of those with whom we come in contact,

making them better and brighter. In the list of Wayne county's successful

citizens, the late Prof. Charles Haupert long occu])ied a prominent place. In

his record there is much tliat is commendable, and his career forcibly illus-

trates what a life of energy can accomplish when plans are wisely laid and

actions are governed by right principles, nolfle aims and high ideals. In his

public career, as well as in his private life, no word of suspicion was ever

breathed against him. His actions were the result of careful and conscien-

tious thought, and when once convinced that he was right, no suggestion of

policy or personal profit could swerve him from the course he had decided on.

His career was complete and rounded in its beautiful simplicity; he did his

full duty in all the relations of life, and he died helo\'ed of those near to him,

and resi)ected ;md esteemed by his fellow citizens. In offering the following

resume of his life history it is believed that it will serve as an incentive to the

youth whose careers are yet matters for the future to determine.

Charles Hau])ert was horn h'ehruary j, 1858, at h'rye's \hdley, 1'usca-

rawas county, Ohio, the son of Frederick and Philimena Hau])ert. plain, hon-

est and highly honored peo])le of German ancestry. 'I'hev were dee|)ly inter-

ested in the welfare of their son. Charles, who from an early age ga\e e\ery

cx’idence of having a remarkable intellect, and this precociousness, coupled

with ambition and rightly directed industry, soon resulted in the acconi])lish-

ment of worthv ends. When onlv fifteen years of age he began teaching school

( 5«)
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for the purpose of securing money to pay his way through college. When
eighteen years of age his father died, and, being the oldest son in a large fam-

ily of children, he was thus called upon early in life to assume the cares of a

household. Here began that devotion to mother, brothers, sister and home

which he carried with him into the home of his married life, and which was

one of the most impressive and beautiful traits of his character, for nothing

was ever too difficult of performance, if he lielieved it would add anything to

the joy and comfort of those nearest and dearest to him. In his home the

Bible was read daily and the prayer of faith went up from the family altar to

the Heavenly Father for His blessings and guidance. He never abandoned

teaching, it being a passion with him. He loved children, delighted in observ-

ing their growth, in mental, spiritual and physical life. He worked his way

through Heidelberg College, at Tiffin, Ohio, graduating when twenty-two years

of age. in 1880, having finished a full four-years course, receiving the degrees

of Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts. His record there for both scholarship

and deportment was such as to win the admiration of his instructors and fel-

low students. He found himself free from all debt at that time, although

he had depended entirely upon his own resources; thus he was a fine type of

our best American citizen—the independent self-made mail. Later on in

Wooster University he earned the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, and this

persistent work on his own part made him intensely sympathetic with pupils

and students in their efforts to secure an education. On leaving college he

prepared to resume his old profession of teaching, not only as a teacher but

also as a superintendent. His great force of character and ripe scholarship,

together with his innate ability as an organizer, enabled him to bring to his

work the results of his careful preparation with marked effect, and it was not

long until the schools under his supervision advanced to the high standing of

efficiency for which they are now noted. He began his career as superintend-

ent of the schools in Port Washington, where he remained for a period of two

years. From that place he was elected to the superintendency of the Den-

nison schools, where he was for a period of seven years. During the follow-

ing four years he was superintendent of the New Philadelphia schools, and

while there two new schools were established. From there he went to

Wooster, where he was superintendent of public schools for a period of four-

teen successive years, and while there two new schools were also added. In

the fall of 1907 he went to Wapakoneta, Ohio, where he remained until his

death, which occurred on January 27. 1909. So devoted was he to his work

that it is believed he shortened his life by remaining at home during the sum-

mer of 1908 to assist some of his pupils at Wapakoneta. When declining
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health admonished him that he should go away for a vacation and all united

in their attempt to prevail on him to take the rest needed, he still remained

where he thought his duty lay.

While in Wooster, in addition to his work as superintendent of schools,

for several years he taught the history of education to a large class of students

in the University of Wooster. In this subject he excelled both as a student

and teacher, and it is the simple truth to state that to him, more than to any

other man in Ohio, is due the interest in that subject which dates from the

time of his service as a member of the state board of school examiners in

the years from 1894 to 1899. In the work of the Ohio Teachers’ and Pupils’

Reading Circles, Doctor Haupert was also a leader. His knowledge and judg-

ment of books was accurate and it will always be a pleasure to his friends to

recall the enthusiasm that took hold of his very being when, in the class-

room of the teachers’ institute, he was permitted to discuss whatever issue

was paramount. He became widely and favorably known as an institute

worker and lecturer on educational subjects. He was an easy and pleasing

speaker and at times truly eloquent, his familiarity with the subject under

consideration, with his full command of strong, vigorous English, making

him popular with his audiences and to no small degree a master of i^ublic

assemblages. His classes he entertained and instructed at the same time.

His style w^as direct and forceful, entirely free from redundancy, his percep-

tion keen and his analysis acute. His work in every department of educa-

tion was characteristically practical, and in teaching, in superintending, and

in devising or modifying the courses of study, he possessed to a remarkable

degree the sense of proportion and fitness. Continuous application through

a long period of years gave him a clear and comprehensive insight into the

philosophy of education and the largest wdsdom as to method and means of

attainment of ends, while his steady growth in public favor wherever he

labored, and his popularity wdth teachers and pupils won for him an educa-

tional standing second to none in the state and that was even national in

its scope. He possessed the personal charm and tact which made him popu-

lar with the young, and it was nothing unusual to see him on the street

surrounded by a group of urchins, some of them clinging to his arms and

listening intently to what he might be saying. By entering into their spirit

and pastimes, sympathizing w'ith them in their troubles, listening to and

settling their disputes and making their interests his own. he became the

idol almost of the juveniles of the community where he labored, his being

one with them rendering the teacher’s work easy and adding great Iv to his

own popularity, not only with the children but also with the achdt portion of

the populace.
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Doctor Haupert was a frecjuent contributor to literary journals, his

style being pleasing and what he had to say convincing, so that his writings

were widely read and extensively commented on.

Professor Haupert had observed a tendency of the pupils to drop out

of school on reaching the lower high school classes, and, working with the

board of education, he determined to make the high school course so attract-

ive to the physical, mental and pecuniary inclinations of the students that

greater numbers would remain for graduation. To that end the commercial

department and practical courses in physics and chemistry w^ere organized

in the schools of Wapakoneta. The results of his efforts were apparent in

the size of the graduating class of the last year of his life, the number being

double that of any previous year.

As already intimated. Professor Haupert's career as an educator gained

for him a state-wide reputation, and when Governor Pattison was elected,

Professor Haupert was a candidate for state school commissioner and was

second highest man on the Democratic ticket. Although a busy man at all

times he took an interest in politics and was well versed on all questions on

which men and parties divide. At the time of his death he was a membe!'

of the board of examiners of Auglaize county.

The chapter in the domestic life of Doctor Haupert dates from August

24, 1880, when he was united in marriage with Anna C. Kinsey, a lady of

talent and culture, the representative of a fine old family of Tuscarawas

county, Ohio, w here she was born, reared and educated. She, together with

three children, two daughters, Mary and Gertrude, and one son, Paul, sur-

vive. One son, Harry, preceded the father to the silent land. The Doctor

is also survived by five lirothers : Frederick J. and Edmund Plaupert, of

Tuscarawas county; Rev. Albert Haupert. a Moravian minister, of Green

Bay, Wisconsin
; Rev. Sylvanus Haupert, a Presbyterian minister, of Pitts-

burg, Pennsylvania, and John Haupert. of Dade City. Florida. One sister

died a number of years ago.

Professor Haupert was a i\lason, belonging to the Wooster Knights

Templar, having taken the degrees in the various bodies up to that of the

commandery. He also belonged to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

at Wooster. He was a Christian from his youth and he believed in carrying

into his everyday life the sublime principles inculcated by the lowlv Nazarene,

in whose footprints he delighted to tread as an humble servant. He and

his family belonged to the Methodist Episcopal church, in which he w’as

superintendent of the Sunday school at W'apakoneta when death claimed

him, and he took delight in the various phases of church and Sunday school
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work. He was a man of exemplary habits, not so much as the shadow of

wrong or the suspicion of evil ever dimming the luster of his brilliant

career. He was everywhere regarded as a wide-awake, enterprising man

of the times, fully alive to the dignities and responsibilities of citizenship,

and, to the extent of his ability, contributed to the general prosperity of the

community honored by his citizenship. Courteous, affable and easily ap-

proached, he commanded the undivided respect of all with whom he came

in contact, and his friends were bounded only by the limits of his acquaint-

ance, being universally esteemed in all the relations of life, and his career

was eminently creditable to himself and an honor to the community and state.

Professor Haupert is a yet living and present spirit ! Of that great

and comprehensive truth that “in Him we live and move and have our

being,’’ his consciousness was continually cognizant. His spirit was great

in omnipresence, in its recognition, in its search after spiritual light. He
was industrious, concentrated, tireless in penetration and discovery for that

truth, that is God. His faith was faultless, in the observation of one who
knew him, that an absorbing persistency of mental purpose must evoke a

spiritual brilliancy. He had the faculty of light
; his mental and moral

achievements were radiant ; he was harmonious, and breathed cleanliness

in manner, in expression, in the thought, in the secret of his comprehension,

in the power of his silence ; in the benevolent purity of his personality; there

was an unsung music in his eyes. He was a thoughtful spirit. He was a

genius ! A genius may invent machines
;

it is not a study into the distances

of thought
;

it is an electric existence in the domain of final truth ; it does not

travel in syllogisms, it is a flash of the spirit. Genius is instantaneous light.

Professor Haupert in his earliest adult and commanding intelligence had

this endowment. Full of light, his personality illuminated his schools, his

lectures, his work for order and harmony
;
the deep positive tones of his

instruction, the elucidation of complex science, the hypnotic power of impres-

sion, were, of this genius, the attributes. Neither weighed nor considered,

his profe.ssion found him
;
his duties as a teacher and scientist seemed like

the nebulae that are moving in irresistible current to be consumed in the sun!

.\s a pure and religious man, his genius lived in adoration of the divine.

He resided in religion, he lived in the temple of the Most High! Optimistic,

enthusiastic, devoted, he was the spiritual expression of the organic adhesion

and thinking force of all the school phenomenon around him. Of social life,

of casual meeting, of criticism of political or moral problems, as a conver-

sationalist. he was an ornament and surpassing thinker, .\lwavs an orator

on the platform, he had profound attention; in the tones, and in the language.
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in the construction of sentences, in the force of his manner, in the unbounded

faith of his convictions, he was elocjuent; his thought and argument were

not a sound, but a projectile. As a debater, his excellence had the peculiar

strategy of superseding all the miscellaneous obstacles that might possibly

afford contention. He was unequaled in his knowledge of literature and

especially of history. In the Century Club, of which he was an honored

member during all his life in Wooster, he was distinguished for the depth

of his reasoning and the advanced thought of his profession. Formed of

the professors of the University of Wooster and of the State Agricultural

Experiment Station, of the leading physicians, ministers, lawyers, bankers,

and other intellectual men of Wooster, the Century Club was capable of

the highest criticism, and Professor Haupert ranked as particularly com-

prehensive of the most involved and often occult presentation of the most

elegant and varied subjects of discussion. He was the embodiment of

energy, high and aggressive. He was wise and provident, and at an early

day lived in a beautiful dwelling on College avenue in Wooster, where his

wife and children now reside, grateful for the legacy he left them of being

one of the purest, most useful and most intellectual men that lived in his

native state.

JOSHUA H. MORGAN.

It will always be a badge of honor in this country to have known that a

person’s father, or even his uncle, enlisted in the service of his country when

the great Rebellion broke out, to assist in saving the Union and in eradicat-

ing slavery from our soil
;
descendants of these gallant soldiers will boast

through coming generations of the bravery and self-sacrifice of their fathers

or their relatives. It is a pleasure to write of the career of J. H. Morgan,

who was one of the “boys in blue," who willingly went forth tO' do his duty

on the field of battle or in the no less dangerous fever camp, for the salvation

of the country. He is a native of New York, having been born in the great

Empire state in 1836, the son of Joshua and Betsie (Hull) Morgan, both na-

tives of that state. Daniel Morgan, grandfather of J. H. Morgan, had the

honor of serving as a soldier of the war of 1812, and the latter’s paternal

great-grandfather, also named Daniel, was a soldier in the Revolution; con-

sequently the Morgan family of the present generation may well be proud

of the military record of their ancestors.

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Morgan settled in Canaan Center, Wayne county,
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Ohio, in 1843, purchasing a home there. Mr. Morgan was a wagonmaker by

profession, and a very skillful one, his products being eagerly sought after.

He spent the remainder of his life at the above-named place. He and his

wife were the parents of the following children; Elizabeth, Emiley (de-

ceased), Esther, Lydia, Ephraim, Emiley, Annis, Edward, Daniel, and Joshua

H., of this review,

Joshua Morgan, Sr., was twice married; his first wife's name was Betsey

Hall, whom he married April 8, 1819; the date of his second marriage,

which was to Abigail Pratt, was October 6, 1839. He retired from active

business several years before his death.

Joshua H. Morgan, of this review, first attended the district schools, then

learned the carriage painter’s trade at Wooster, having worked in that city

from 1853 until 1856. He then attended the Canaan Academy for a few

terms. But at the first call for troops to suppress the rebellion he left text-

book and paint brush to do what he could toward restoring order, enlisting

in Company C, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. At the end

of three months he re-enh’sted for three years in Company K, of the same

regiment. During the first three months of his service he took part in the

battle of Philippi and several skirmishes, and during his last enlistment he

participated in the fight at Cumberland Gap and Vicksburg
;
during the siege

of the latter place he was taken prisoner and held there for four weeks, at

the end of which time he, with the other prisoners, were taken to Jackson,

where they remained six weeks, when they were sent to New Orleans, thence

to New York City. Still prisoners of war, they were then sent to St. Louis,

and while passing through Wooster, Ohio, the mayor told the officer in

charge that the troops would remain in Wooster under the mayor's personal

care. The mayor was supported by the governor of the state, and the troops

remained at home. However, they were instructed to be in readiness to de-

part at any time that it might be desired to exchange them. Later they were

sent to New Orleans and exchanged, thence up Red river to re-enforce Gen-

eral Banks on his famous expedition. Their time being nearly expired, they

were sent home in a short time and discharged.

Mr. Morgan then returned to Canaan Center, V’ayne county, Ohio, but

shortly aftetwards made a visit to Wausaukee, Wisconsin, but in a few years

he returned to Canaan Center, (Dhio, and here he was married in 186^ to

.^nna Johnson. He then followed his trade at that place until 1870, at which

time he moved with his wife to Kansas, in which state they remained two and

one-half years, then moved to Illinois, where they lived until about 190^.

In that year they returned to Wayne county, Ohio, locating in Creston. where
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they have since lived, Mr. Morgan being retired from active business. He

was very successful in his life work and has a comfortable home. He and

his good wife are members of tbe Presbyterian church, Mr. Morgan being

an elder in the same, having held this office since his return from the West.

In politics he is a Republican.

ALEXANDER E. STEPEIELD, M. D.

The old Empire state has furnished a large number of her best citizens

to AAvne county. Ohio, who have contributed very largely to the development

of the same. One of the best known professional men of the county is Dr.

Alexander E. Stepfield, who was born in Elmira, X^ew York, December 5.

1857, the son of Daniel S. and Eliza O. (Henry) Stepfield. His paternal

grandparents were natir es of Germany and New York, respectively, the grand-

father having been drowned when his son, Daniel S. Stepfield, was three years

old, the accident occurring in the Delaware river. The maternal grandparents,

Benjamin and Lucinda A. (Lewis) Henry, were of Irish descent, the latter

being the sister of the famous IMeriwether Lewis, explorer of the Northwest.

They were natives of Connecticut, but lived and died in New York. Benja-

min Henry was a minister in the Christian church. Three of their sons were

soldiers in the Civil war, two giving their lives while in the service of their

country; the third son is still living. A remarkable coincidence worthy of

notice here was the fact that the Doctor's great-grandparents on his mother’s

side both lived to be one hundred and three years of age.

Daniel S. Stepfield was born in Orange county, N^ew York, April 18,

1832. and his wife, Eliza Henry, was born in Schuyler county, N^ew York,

September 30, 1835. They married in the Empire state and lived in Chemung
county on a farm. Daniel S. Stepfield was a stanch Whig, and later a Re-

publican when that party was organized. He lives a quiet and retired life,

giving his attention exclusively to farming. He is an active member of the

IMethodist Episcopal church, while his wife belonged to the Baptist church.

'Fhe former is now deceased, the mother having passed to her rest in 1902.

To them two sons and four daughters were born, namely: Ella, who died

when five years of age: Alexander E., of this review; John Yk ; Marv E.

:

Jennie E., who died when twenty years of age: Alice B.

Alexander E. Stepfield received his education in the public schools of

Elmira, N’ew York, also the county schools at his native home. In 1878 he







WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 921

took a business course, graduating from Eastman’s College at Poughkeepsie.

In 1880 he completed a special course in penmanship, and in that year took

up the study of medicine in Horseheads, New York, with Dr. Orlando Groom,

his preceptor, where he remained for three years as a student, attending col-

lege in the meantime and graduating from the Cleveland Homeopathic Col-

lege, February 28, 1883. He made a very commendable record there, and

at once began the practice of medicine at Big Flats, New York, where he re-

mained one year, being associated with Dr. T. W. Reed, then came to Ohio.

January 16, 1884, locating in Doylestown, Wayne county, where he has since

remained. He intended to remain here but two or three years when he came,

but his practice was encouraging from the first and has steadily grown until

it is now all that could be desired, patients coming to him from all over this

locality.

In 1891 Doctor Stepfield founded the Tri-Coiinty Nczvs and edited that

meritorious publication for a period of two and one-half years, when he sold

out. It was independent and had a wide and profound influence in Wayne
county politics for several years. It was very largely responsible for electing

the Republican ticket in 1895, the paper declaring that the bond movement for

the payment of an experimental station was unconstitutional, and it won out.

Politically the Doctor is a Republican, and he ^'ery ably served as coroner of

Wayne county from 1895 to 1897, one term. He has also served as a mem-
ber of the school board for a period of four years and is now president of that

body. He is a member of the American Institute of Homeopathy, the Ohio

State Homeopathic Society and the Northeastern Ohio Homeopathic Society,

of which he is vice-president. Fraternally he is a member of Masonic Dodge

No. 284, Free and Accepted Masons, in New York; he also belongs to the

Maccabees and Knights and Ladies of Security.

Doctor Stepfield was married on May 5, 1888, to Mrs. Metta Mb IManter

nee Lyon, a native of Wayne county, Ohio, the daughter of Mr. and IMrs. W.
C. Lyon, old settlers from New York, and this union has resulted in the birth

of five children, namely: Roscoe A., who graduated at Eastman’s Business

College in the class of 1909, and is now a student in the Cleveland College of

Medicine: Eugene \\b. a student of the Doylestown high school: Ruth, also

attending the high school at Doyle.stown
: Stanley L.. who died on I'ebruarv

4, 1909, and Esther \\b

Doctor Stepfield’s time is pretty much taken with his extensive practice,

but he has other interests, among which is a large stock in the tele]dione ex-

thange at Doylestown. practically owning the same. He is also the owner of

several very wduable farms, aggregating about two hundred and fiftv acres.
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all in Chippewa township. He is a large tobacco grower, averaging about

twelve to fifteen acres per year. He has also started a ginseng garden and wdll

soon have five acres, now having about three hundred thousand plants. The

Doctor is having constructed a beautiful private vault in the cemetery, it being

the first structure of this character here. He has prospered by reason of his

excellent management, and his honorable dealing with his fellow men has won

their undivided confidence and esteem.

DANIEL W. McILVAINE.

No family in Wayne county is better known than the Mcllvaines, and

certainly none have played their roles better in the drama of civilization in

the northern part of the Buckeye state from the early pioneer days down to

the present day. We first hear of John Mcllvaine, grandfather of Daniel

W., of this review, who was born November 7, 1788, in Washington county,

Pennsylvania, and wdio reached a remarkable age, dying April 5, 1880. Little

is known of his antecedents except that his father was George Mcllvaine, an

early Pennsylvania farmer. In 1818 John Mcllvaine brought his wife and

two small children horseback across the mountains, over rough and indis-

tinct roads, from Washington county, Pennsylvania, fording the Ohio river,

each parent carrying a child, then making their way through dense and

almost interminable forests, finally reaching Wayne county, Ohio. They

settled on a Cjuarter section which now forms a part^ of Jackson township,

and is owned by three of his grandsons, who reside there. After clearing

away a small spot, this old pioneer built a log cabin. The spot is now marked

by a mammoth elm tree which John Mcllvaine set out nearly one hundred

years ago. His first wife was Margaret Smith, who bore him nine children.

His second wife was Annis Martin, and by his second wife one child was

born. When John Mcllvaine came to Wayne county, the city of Wooster

had not been thought of, much less founded, and the place where he settled

rvas a vast wilderness infested by numerous kinds of wdld animals, and the

Indian was to be found now and then. With the assistance of Selvina and

Jason Jones, John Mcllvaine laid out the city of Jackson. The latter, being

a stanch Democrat and an ardent admirer of Andrew Jackson, insisted on

giving the village and postoffice that name. On account of another postoffice

in the state bearing the name Jackson, it w^as not possible to give the name

desired to this village
;
however, the old pioneer did the next best thing and
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had the postoffice here named Old Hickory, Andrew Jackson’s soubriquet,

through which office the residents of this vicinity received mail until the

coming of the rural free delivery. Mr. Mcllvaine was a very influential man

in this county and, being a Presbyterian, he donated land for a church and

the cemetery at Jackson. The church which now stands there is one of the

most substantial and attractive in the county and the cemetery is excep-

tionally well kept. Here the remains of John Mcllvaine lie buried, although

he died at Canal Fulton. All the children of this old settler, with the excep-

tion of Jackson, Smith and George, migrated to the West, the three men-

tioned remaining in Wayne county. Jackson was a farmer, later in life

managing a hotel at Alliance, where he died. Smith was also a farmer and his

death occurred at Creston. George devoted his entire life to agricultural

pursuits on the old homestead. John Mcllvaine built his second log house on

the pike road near where his grandson, Daniel W., of this review, now lives;

later the old pioneer built the frame house where Daniel W. now lives.

George Mcllvaine, son of John, bought the homestead and he lived there,

following farming, until his death, March 16, 1888. He was first married

to Lucinda Akin, December i, 1842, and his second marriage was to Sarah

Baker, November ii, 1863. By his first marriage the following children

were born
:

John J., Margaret J., Hannah E., George A., Daniel W., Mary
A., James B. and Sarah C. By his second marriage the following children

were born ; David E. and Arthur F. Lucinda Akin was the daughter of

George and Hannah (Davis) Akin, of Scotch-Irish descent. They settled

near Doylestown, Wayne county, Ohio, in an earl)^ day. Sarah Baker was

the daughter of David and Melinda (Cockrell) Baker, of Harper’s Ferry,

Virginia. In pioneer days they came to Medina county and settled near

Seville. A few years later they came to Canaan township, Wayne county .

The following members of the Mcllvaine family served in the Civil

war: John, son of George, fought in an Ohio regiment; two brothers-in-law

of George, Alex Weideman and George Walkenberger, served three years;

Marcus, son of Smith Mcllvaine, also served in the Union army.

All members of this family as far back as can be traced have been loyal

Democrats and members of the Presbyterian church ; four generations have

now belonged to the church, for the erection of the first building of which

John Mcllvaine, the first member of the family to come here, gave the land.

George Mcllvaine, the eldest son of John, was a believer in education, and he

sacrificed considerable in order to educate his children, most of them having

been educated at the Canaan Academy, five of them becoming school teachers

and influential in their professions.



924 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

Daniel W. Mcllvaine, whose name heads this review, is the fifth child of

George and Lucinda (Akin) Mcllvaine, his birth occurring on April 6, 1853,

in the village of Jackson. He now resides on the place where his father came

to live when the former was yet a hoy—the old Mcllvaine homestead. Daniel

was educated at Jackson and the Canaan Academy. He farmed on the

home place until his marriage when he entered the retail meat business in

Creston, this county, which he followed successfully for seven years. He then

dealt in livestock and commercial fertilizers, building up an extensive busi-

ness in each. Later he became a traveling salesman for Morris & Company

of Chicago, handling wholesale meats. However, he resided the major part

of the time on a part of the old farm. In 1906 he retired from the road,

and since that time he has followed farming. He was married in 1876 to

Hattie Houghton, daughter of Franklin Houghton, of Sterling, this county,

whose father \vas a very early settler north of Creston. Franklin Houghton

is a lawyer of considerable note, having practiced law many years in Ashland

county, Ohio. He also engaged in mei'chandising in that place.

To Daniel W. Mcllvaine and wife the following children have been

born: Cloyd A., born February 22, 1877, was educated at the Creston high

school and the Ada Normal, also attended the University of Wooster. He
taught school several terms, having finished his first term before he was six-

teen years of age. He later went to Cleveland and attended business college,

after which he went to New York City where he was employed two years

as a stenographer. In 1904 he accepted a pos'tion as stenographer for the

chief engineer of the Panama Canal, and in time became chief clerk for the

entire enterprise, and is now assistant to the chairman of the commission in

charge of the construction of the canal. He was married in 1902 to Louise

Brigman. He is a young man of unusual busmess ability. La Verne, the

first daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Mcllvaine, was born December

12, 1879, educated at Creston, this county, passing through the high school

there. She married Edgar Ewing and they are the parents of three children.

Sumner, Edgar Clair and Cloyd E. Bruce R., born January 23, 1881, was

educated at the Creston high school, married Alice Wells, and they are the

parents of two children, Clarence and Lew. Bruce has always been em-

ployed in railroad and express work. Mary was born May i, 1887, educated

at the Creston high school, married Jesse Broomall, and they have two ch'l-

dren, Noris Mack and Dorothy LaVerne.

Eranklin Houghton, father of Mrs. Mcllvaine, was born in Cortland

county. New York, in 1826, the son of Ambrus and Lucy (Powell) Hough-
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ton. About 1830 they came to Wayne county, Ohio, and settled just north of

Creston, in the edge of Wayne county, purchasing one hundred and sixty

acres which was mostly timber; they cleared this land and there made their

future home.

Daniel W. Mcllvaine, as might be expected, is a Prebyterian and a Dem-

ocrat, and he takes considerable interest in whatever tends to promote the

welfare of his county.

ELI METSKER.

Back to the days of the first settler—that interesting, thrilling, comedy-

tragedy time in the history of our civib'zation—the biographer traces the

Metsker family and finds that its members have lieen well and favorably

known in Wayne county, Ohio, for several generations, identified principally

with the agricultural interests, and of the number who have figured promi-

nently in the-’r respective localities Eli Metsker is one of the best remembered.

Quoting from Whittier, “He has gone on the journey we all must go,” but

his influence still affects the lives of those who knew him best, for he was

a man of exemplary character as well as successful in his line of work beyond

his contemporaries. His birth occurred in Milton township, March 10, 1845.

He was the son of James and Ehizabeth Metsker.

Conrad Metsker, who enjoyed the distinction of serving as a soldier

in the Revolutionary war for five years, came to Greene township, Wayne
county, Ohio, in a very early day, when this locality was a wilderness, and

entered one hundred and sixty acres of lamb He had a son, James, who was

twice married, Enoch lieing a son of his second marriage. The latter be-

came a successful farmer hi Canaan township. Eli was the father of Vernon

Metsker, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. James ^letsker died

in 1895, Enoch is also deceased.

Eli Metsker grew to maturity on the home farm, which he assisted in

developing when he reached the proper age. He attended the neighboring

schools and received a fairly good education. In starting life for himself

he first began farming on the homestead with his father. Later he and his

brothers operated very successfully a threshing machine for ten or fifteen

years, becoming known throughout this locality as leading threshers, and they

always had all the work they could do during a season. T.ater in life Eli

Metsker, taking the cajiital he had earned with his thresher, purchased a

fine farm of one hundred and sixty-five acres in the southeast part of Canaan
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township, where his family now resides. He improved the place and had

an excellent income from it from year to year owing to his excellent man-

agement. He followed general farming and stock raising until his death,

June 20, 1908, leaving his family well provided for.

Eli IMetsker was married in 1887 to Louise Graber, who was born in

Germany. She was the daughter of Ghristian and Anna (Roraback) Graber,

both born in Germany
;
they lived on a farm and were always regarded

as honest, industrious people. Christian Graber, the paternal grandfather of

IMrs. Metsker, was a soldier in one of the great nineteenth century wars of

Germany. To Mr. and IMrs. Eli Metsker the following children were born:

Vernon R., Carl E., J. R., Elorence May and Eloyd William McKinley.

Eli Metsker was a member of the United Brethren church, which also

holds the membership of his family. In politics he was a Republican. He
was regarded by all who knew him as an honorable and industrious man, al-

ways striving to be fair in his dealings, and he took an interest in the welfare

of his neighbors, so that he was well liked by all classes.

JACOB GEARHART.

It is but in justice due that in this volume should be accorded a tribute

to the memory of one who was identified with the civic and industrial life of

Wayne county in so prominent a way as was Mr. Gearhart, whose abilities

and unswerving integrity in all the relations of life gained for him unlimited

esteem from all with whom he came in contact. Superadded to this, the

memoir is the more consistent from the fact that he was a native son of the

county and here passed his entire life, attaining marked success and becoming

one of the representative and influential men of this section of the state.

Jacob Gearhart was born one mile west of the Wayne church, in Wavne
county, Ohio, on the 30th of May, 1832, and is a son of William and Mary
(Dirck) Gearhart. The father was a native of Pennsylvania, having been

born near Harrisburg. Mrs. Gearhart rvas born in a different section of the

Keystone state, and they did not meet until after they had become residents

of Ohio, to which state they had accompanied their respective parents. After

his marriage Whlliam Gearhart took up the pursuit of farming, in which he

was fairly successful. He was a leading and influential member of the Pres-

byterian church, in the rvork of which he took an active part. In politics he

was a Democrat and active in support of the party, but was not an office
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seeker. To him and his wife were born six children, of whom three grew

to maturity, the subject of this sketch having been the last survivor.

The subject of this sketch received a good education in the common
schools and early formed habits of reading, which clung to him throughout

his life. He was a careful and discriminating reader of the best literature

and also kept closely in touch with the leading events of the day, being con-

sidered a remarkably well-informed man. Upon attaining mature years he

took up the vocation of farming, making his first home just east of Bur-

bank, where he remained about four years. He then bought one hundred and

sixty acres of land one-half mile south of Burbank, and to this land he

gave his undivided attention, bringing it up to a high state of cultivation.

Mr. Gearhart made many permanent and substantial improvements, includ-

ing the erection of ne'w buildings, which are commodious and well arranged.

Subsequently Mr. Gearhart added to his original farm, becoming the owmer

of two hundred and ninety-two acres of splendid land in Canaan towmship,

besides a farm of one hundred acres in Congress towmship. The soil is of

great fertility and Mr. Gearhart was enabled to realize abundant returns from

his land. In addition to the tilling of the soil, he also gave considerable

attention to the breeding and raising of livestock, giving his especial attention

to Durham stock. He was successful in all his undertakings, possessing a

genius for doing the right thmg at the right time, and wms considered by his

fellow citizens as an enterprising and progressive farmer.

In politics he held to the Republican faith and took a live interest in the

success of his party, though he never accepted any public office. He w'as,

however, frequently called upon to perform jury service. He was a consistent

and fa’thfiil member of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which Mrs. Gear-

hart now belongs.

On March i, 1859, Mr. Gearhart married Mary E. Elcock, the marriage

lieing celebrated in York county, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Gearhart wms a native

of York and is a daughter of David and Rebecca (Eraizer) Elcock. Her
family and prior generations had been native to Pennsylvania as far back as

there is any record. Her father was in early life a school teacher, but sub-

sequently liecame a successful farmer, his father having taken up one thou-

sand acres of government land at a very early date. He wnas a Republican.

To this w'orthy couple twm children were born, Richard Franklin and Mrs.

Gearhart. Mrs. Mary Gearhart received a good education in the common
schools of her native state, and supplemented this by attendance at the York

Ladies' Seminary, in wdiich, however, she remained onlv two vears, her at-
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tendance being cut short because of her mother’s illness. To Mr. and Mrs.

Gearhart were horn three children, William Frankhn, of Wayne township,

this county; David Ellsworth, at home, and Eleanor Myrtle, the wife of Wil-

liam J. Schulenherger, of Lodi. Mr. Gearhart’s death occurred on the loth

day of April, 1909, and in his passing away the community realized that it

had sustained a distinct loss. He was a man of exceptional ability and fine

personal qualities and was well liked by all who knew him. He always took

a public-spirited interest in every movement calculated to benefit the com-

munity and was a recognized factor in the upbuilding and development of the

community. Mrs. Gearhart is a lady of refinement and culture and h'ves in the

comfortable and attractive home on the estate. She possesses an abundance of

those womanly graces which make friends of all who come in contact with

her, and she and her husband are well entitled to specific mention in a work

of this character.

GEORGE W. PLASTERER.

.-\ prominent citizen of Plain township, Wayne county, is George W.
Plasterer, who was born April 3, 1865, on the place where he now lives

and which he owns. He is the son of Conrad F. and Anna (Wisler) Plas-

terer, both born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. The former was a single

man when he came here in 1852. He finally settled on a place of one hun-

dred and fifty-one acres, the farm now consisting' of one hundred and forty-

five acres, which George Ah has managed in a most successful manner.

Conrad Plasterer lived here until his death. May 18, 1906, his wife having

preceded him to the silent land on August 8, 1877. They were the parents

of ten children, four sons having died young, six children living to maturity,

namely: Henry H., Mrs. Susan Troxel (deceased), George Wh of this re-

view, Mrs. Elizabeth Rouch, Matilda, Mrs. G. R. Felger and John J. The

parental grandparents of the subject were George and Mary Plasterer, who
were horn, lived and died in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, the former a

shoemaker by trade, and whose father was a soldier in the Revolutionary

war. The latter’s father was a native of Germany, while his mother was

born in France. The maternal grandparents of the subject were Michael

and Elizabeth Wisler, both natives of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where

they spent their lives on a farm.

George W. Plasterer spent his early youth on the home farm, which he
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helped to imi^rove when he became of proper age, and he received his educa-

tion in the Reedslinrg public schools, which he attended until he was twenty

years of age, receiving a very good education. Upon the death of his father

he purchased the home place in igo6 and he moved thereto the following

spring, since which time he has been carrying on general farming and stock

raising in a very successful manner.

Mr. Plasterer was married on October 20, 1887. to Mettie i\I. Houck,

daughter of a very highly respected family of this county. Tliis union has

resulted in the birth of the following children : Zella T., now Mrs. Russell

Soliday (they are the parents of one child, Mildred)
; Grace T., Ruby V. and

Wayne H., all living at home.

Mr. Plasterer and his two oldest daughters are memliers of the Lutheran

church, while Mrs. Pb.sterer belongs to the Reformed church. Mr. Plasterer

is a memlier of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at M'ooster, and in

politics he is a Democrat, having long taken considerable interest in local

affairs. In 1894. he was elected justice of the peace of Plain township and

so faithfully did he discharge the duties of the same that he was re-elected in

1807. He was twice on the board of education, first in 1893 and again in

1895. He was elected county commissioner in the fall of 1908, having served

five months by appointment before the time of election. The father of the

subject also took some interest in political matters, and he ser\ed six years as

infirmary director, and also served three years as a member of the county

board of elections.

CLEMENT L. AULT.

When Henry Ault, his son Valentine and the latter’s wife came to Wayne
county, Ohio, in about 1830, from their ancestral home in Pennsylvania, and
located in Baughman township, they found practically a wilderness, through

which roamed deer, wolves, wild turkey and many kinds of wild animals, and
here and there a red man was encountered who had been reluctant to leave

the haunts of his forefathers. The .\ults, being hardy pioneers, adventurous

and hard workers, instead of being appalled at the enormity of their task-

in establishing a home in the midst of the wilderness, were delighted with

such environments and took up three hundred acres of land, which, to a great

extent, they cleared and improved the land, dividing it into farms which
soon yielded abundant har\ests. 'I'here Henry Ault li\ed until his death,

CS9 )
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rearing a family of seven or eight children. Valentine Ault, grandfather

of C. L. Ault, of this review, spent many years in IMilton township, where he

followed general farming. In his family were eight children, all of whom,

after receiving what education they could in the primitive schools, taught in

the old-fashioned log houses of those days, located in Wayne county. Valen-

tine Ault and his wife, Katherine Ault, were both natives of Lancaster county,

Pennsylvania. Henry Ault, father of Katherine Ault and grandfather of

the subject, was also a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. The ma-

ternal grandparents of C. L. Ault were Jacob and Hannah Fry, both natives

of Germany. They came to Amerxa about 1854 and settled in Orrville,

Wayne county, Ohio, where Jacob Fry followed cabinetmaking until his

death.

William H. Ault, son of Valentine Ault and father of C. L. Ault, was

born in the old family homestead in Milton township, this county, received

his education in the early schools and devoted his ent’re life to farming on the

home place; he was very successful as a farmer. He married Caroline Fry

and they became the parents of two children, C. L., of this review, and Jessie,

who died when seventeen years of age.

C. L. Ault was born on the home farm in Milton township, March 25,

1873, and he received his early education at Sterling, this county. He de-

voted hA attention to farming on the home place when he became old enough

to start in life for himself, continuing successfully in his general farming

operations until 1903, in which year he bought the place, consisting of one

hundred and sixty acres, where he now lives, a short distance south of Creston.

He has a highly productive and well-improved farm on which he carries on

dairying and general farming in a manner that brings him an annual income

that is substantial and gratifying. He has a modern dairy and all necessary

ectuipment, and he finds a ready market for his products, which are always

first class. He has a very comfortable residence and good outbuildings.

Mr. Ault w'as married in 1896 to Harriett Stucky, daughter of John and

Sarah (Steele) Stucky, of Greene township, well known people of this local-

ity. To Mr. and Mrs. Ault one child, Katherine, has been born.

The early members of the Ault family were Lutherans, but C. L. and

his family are members of the Presbyterian church. In his political rela-

tions Mr. Ault is a Democrat, but he has never sought office or taken a very

great interest in political affairs; however, some of his ancestors were promi-

nent in politics. John Ault, whose father was a brother of C. L. Ault’s

grandfather, was a state senator.
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M. M. MILLER.

An analyzation of the life work of M. M. Miller shows that he has been

dependent upon no inheritance or influential friends for what he has acquired,

but has through his own continued effort and capable management, gained

a desirable property whereby he is classed among the self-made and influen-

tial men of Canaan township, Wayne county. His birth occurred in Wayne
township, near Guyer Chapel, April 6, 1842, the son of Michael and Margaret

(Miller) Miller, both natives of Gerhartbruna, Rhinish Germany. They

came to America about 1815 and located m Pennsylvania, where they re-

mained for a short time. Later they came to Columbus, Ohio, then in a

short time settled in Wayne county, this state. At that time there were but

three houses in Wooster (about 1820). They first bought one hundred and

sixty acres of land north of where Smithville now stands. After clearing five

acres of the same, they sold it and bought ninety acres near Guyer’s Chapel.

In those days the early settlers went to mill on horseback, the residents of

this locahty being compelled to go as far as where Alliance now stands. Game
was plentiful, and it is related that twelve deer were seen on going from

Michael Miller’s place to Smithville. Adolph Miller, the maternal grand-

father of M. M. Miller, came to this county with Michael Miller and pur-

chased one hundred and sixty acres of land near Smithville and he remained

there untfl his death, that farm having been retained in the family until 1907.

Part of it is now owned by a Mr. Yoder. Michael cleared the farm he pur-

chased near Guyer’s Chapel and lived there the balance of his days.

M. M. Miller, of this review, remained on the home farm until he was

sixteen years of age, when he began learning the trade of stone-mason with

Adam Kieffer and Peter Presler, and he followed that vocation until 1865.

He saved his money and at the close of the Civil war he began to make

investments in land.

Mr. Miller was married February 18, 1865, to Catherine, daughter of

Samuel Sommers. Her father was horn in Washington county, Pennsyl-

vania, the son of Abraham and Maiw Magdalene Sommers, who came from

that locality in the early thirties and settled in Wayne townsliip, Wayne
county, Ohio, taking up a quarter section of land which they cleared, living

there until 1865, when Mr. Sommers moved to Fayette county, Illinois, where

his death occurred.

Augustus B. Miller, brother of M. M. Miller, enlisted in the Union army

at Wooster when the last call for troops was made.

M. M. Miller is a .self-made man, as already intimated, having made
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every dollar he has owned by hard work, quarrying- stone, building culverts,

erecting arches, constructing bridges, felling trees and plowhig “new ground.”

He has been successful and today is very comfortably situated, having a nice

home and a competency.

At the June primaries in 1893 he became the choice of the Democratic

party for a member of the board of county commissioners, and he was elected

by a triumphant majority. He made a very faithful official, and was re-

elected to the same office in 1896, having then been made president of the

board, very ably fulfilling the duties of this important place. The fact that

his majority in 1896 was eight hundred would indicate that his standing

among his constituents was of the best, and that he was popular with his

party and voters from other parties as well.

iMr. Miller accumulated in all one hundred acres of land, purchashig

sixty acres in 1865, and an adjoining forty in 1881. He lived on his fine

farm, bringing it up to a high state of improvement and prospering by his

general crops and stock raising, until 1897, when he ret-’red from active life,

moving to Creston, where he has a beautiful and modern residence and a

small lot. He retired from his office in September, 1900. He has served as a

member of the city council in Creston. He and his estimable wife are mem-
bers of the Presbyterian church. Their children are; Emmit U., Zeno S.

;

Frankh'n died when one year old; Ella Irene. This family stands in the front

rank of Wayne county's best citizenship. Mr. Miller is a member of the

Knights of Pythias, Seville Lodge No. 268.

HARVEY B. DOHNER.

One of the successful and public-spirited farmers of Chippewa township,

WAyne county, and a man deserving the esteem in which he is held by his

neighbors owing to his life of industry and honesty is Harvey B. Dohner.

He was born on the farm which he now owns, located southwest of Doyles-

town. his birth occurring June 21, 1858. He is the son of Jacob and Rebecca

( Lee) Dohner. the former a native of Pennsylvania, having been born there in

1828, and the latter first saw the light of day in Wayne county. Ohio, on.

July 3. 1832. Har\-ey B.’s paternal grandparents were Jacob and Elizabeth

( Zigler) Dohner. both natives of Pennsylvania, who. in 1834, came to Wayne
'ounty. Ohio, with their children and settled on a two hundred-acre farm

where the subject of this sketch now lives. There Jacob Dohner, Sr., with his
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sons, erected a saw-mill, cleared the place and followed milling and farming,

becoming quite well-to-do for those early days and he lived here until his death.

The maternal grandparents of Harvey B. Dohner were John and

(Lance) Lee, who were natives of eastern Ohio and were pioneers in Chip-

pewa township, Wayne county, where they followed farming and were influ-

ential in their community. This Lee family is related to the famous Southern

general, Robert E. Lee.

Jacob Dohner, Jr., father of Harvey B., was educated in the home schools

and he assisted his father on the farm in the mill, remaining on the homestead

his entire life, making a success of general farming. He reached a good old

age, dying in 1909. He and his wife were the parents of nine children,

namely; William Henry, Sarah Alverna, Ellen Jane, Harvey Byron, Charles

Jacob, Amanda Cornelia (died when two yeai's of age), Ada Alice, Mary
Elizabeth and Clara Emma.

Harvey B. Dohner was educated in the home schools and he has always

resided on the old homestead, whereon he began working when but a mere lioy.

He now farms the entire place of two hundred acres. He has so skillfully

managed the place that the soil has retained its original fertility and yields

abundant harvests under his direction. His place is highly improved and on

it stand an excellent dwelling and all the outbuildings that his needs require.

He keeps some good stock of various kinds, being a good judge of most kinds

of livestock, especially horses and cattle.

Politically Mr. Dohner is a Democrat, hut he does not find time to take

a great deal of interest in political matters. His father was also a Democrat,

and he and his wife were members of the Christian church, of which Harvev
B. and wife and their children, with the exception of one, are members. The
Dohners have been very favorably spoken of in every respect since the coming

of the first members of the family here in the early days and the present gener-

ation is faithfully maintaining the high standard of integrity set by the first

hearers of this name here.

AUGUSTUS S. TUTTLE.

The family of this name is descended from early Ohio pioneers and its

representatives have long been settled in \-arious parts of the state. We
first hear of Joel Tuttle, who came in from New 'S’ork when the first tide

of immigration was heaviest and took up his abode in the countv of Holmes.

He studied medicine and gained local note as a ]fioneer phvsiciau, his whole
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life being spent and ended in the county of his adoption. In young man-

hood he married Cynthia, daughter of Michael and Rebecca Crow, who came

from their native state of Maryland when Ohio was still in the embrace of

its primeval wilderness. The former was a minister of the gospel for many
years and figured extensively in the rough work of the pioneer church, when

meeting houses were far apart and campmeetings the main agencies for gath-

ering the people together to hear the gospel. Joel and Cynthia (Crow)

Tuttle had four sons, of whom the only near surviving descendant is Dr.

D. G. Tuttle. The latter was born at Berlin, Holmes county, Ohio, May
II, 1838, his parents being Harvey and Mary (Crow) Tuttle, tie grew

up in Holmes county and was educated in the schools of Nashville, later at-

tending medical lectures in Philadelphia and Cleveland, with a view to quali-

fying himself as a physician. He entered into practice at Glenmont, Holmes

county, but after two years at that point removed to Tuscarawas county,

which was the scene of his work for the next five years. In 1876 Doctor Tut-

tle located at Jackson, Wayne county, where he remained until his retirement

in 1900, after thirty-two years of continuous professional labors.

In 1861 Doctor Tuttle married Sarah J., daughter of Llewellyn and

Eliza Allison, old settlers of Holmes county. The wife died in 1870, after

becoming the mother of four children, and in 1871 Doctor Tuttle was mar-

ried at Changeville to Amanda, daughter of Ephraim and Mary Hattery,

old settlers of Tuscarawas county, by which union there were six children,

Augustus S. Tuttle, son by the first marriage above mentioned, was born at

Nashville, Holmes county, Ohio, December 12, 1866. He completed his

education in the Creston high school, and when nineteen years old began

learning the hardware and tinning trade. After devoting some time to his

apprenticeship, he clerked for a local firm until 1901, when he entered the

hardware, tinning and slating business in partnership with the Miller Broth-

ers, which connection lasted until 1908, when Mr. Sellers took the interests of

the Millers; even at that time, however, Mr. Tuttle had complete charge of

the business. The firm has for years done an extensive line of work in hard-

ware and roofing, and has a high reputation for skill in carrying out their

contracts and enjoys high standing in financial circles. Mr. Tuttle’s popu-

larity is shown by the fact that, though a Democrat, he has served seven terms

as clerk of the Republican township of Canaan. He is a member of Creston

Lodge, No. 893, Independent Order of Odd Eellows, and of Wooster En-

campment, and has passed all the chairs. In 1890 Mr. Tuttle was married

to Anna, daughter of William and Mary Sellers, old settlers of Dalton, Ohio.

They have four children. Hazel, a graduate of the Creston high school, Daisy,

Merle and Kathryn.
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DAVID I. SLEMMONS.

Thomas Slemmons, founder of the family of this name in Wayne county,

was a native of Scotland who emigrated to America before the Revolutionary

war, in which he took a part. He settled in Pennsylvania, lived all his life

in that state and finally ended h’s days there. His son Samuel was born in

lygo, and in early manhood married Ann McKee, who was born in 1793.

Both were natives of Pennsylvania, and grew to maturity in that state. After

marriage they removed to Wayne county, Ohio, where, in 1819, they entered

one hundred and sixty acres of land in Milton township. The rest of their

adult lives were spent in clearing and improving this tract, their experiences

in no respect differing from those of other pioneers around them, who were

engaged in reclaiming the western wilderness. Samuel died in 1877, after

completing the eighty-seventh year of his age. Shortly after he reached

Wayne county one of his brothers, named William, came to Wooster and

followed the wheelwright’s trade, being one of the early settlers of that town.

Still later another brother, named John, came to Wayne count}^ and located

at Jackson; a few years later he removed onto a farm, where he made his

home until his death. Samuel was an elder in the Presbyterian church and

during all of his life was interested in the active work of the denomination.

He reared a family of ten children, equally divided between sons and daugh-

ters, of whom four survive. These are Samuel, John, David, and Martha,

wife of Michael Gish. Elizabeth AVhiteside, deceased sister, was prominently

connected with the Presbyterian church and shortly before her death fur-

nished the church with an entire new outfit of seats. She provided in her

will an endowment of two thousand dollars for the use of the church, and

altogether was much beloved by the congregation, who regarded her as a

benefactress and woman of great worth of character. It is interesting to

note in connection with this old and influential family of Wayne county that

only one transfer was ever made of the original homestead, that being from

Samuel to John Slemmons. 476513
David I. Slemmons. son of Samuel and Ann (AlcKee) Slemmons, was

born in Mi lion township, Wayne county, Ohio, June 21, 1839. The place of

his birth was the farm entered by his father in 1819. He was educated at

Seville Academy, meantime assisting on the farm during \acations and learn-

ing well all the routine of the business. .After bis marriage, in 1877, he look-

control of a farm and managed it for sixteen years, l)ut in 1 893 remo\-ed to

Sterling, where he was engaged in the grain and warehouse business for ten

years. During the kist few }-ears he has been practieally retired. 1

1

is poiitica!
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affiliations were always Democratic, and he has often been honored by his party

with important local offices. For sixteen years he was elected and re-elected

township clerk, and also served two years as township trustee. He has been

an elder of the Presbyterian church for some twenty-fii’e years and always

regarded as one of the pillars of the congregation. October 23, 1877, Mr.

Slemmons and Mary A., daughter of William and Rose Armstrong, were

united in marriage; they have two children", Howard A., a graduate of Woos-

ter University, and Laura B., wife of Charles Frick.

WILLIAM WALLACE CARVER.

Among the progressive agriculturists of Chester township, Wayne county,

Ohio, is William W. Carver, who was born on April 12, 1853, on the farm

where he now lives, the son of John and Catherine (Shoemaker) Carver, both

natives of this state. The maternal grandparents of the subject were John

and Catherine ( Cirl) Shoemaker, natives of Pennsylvania. The former died

in 1855 : he was a strong Dunkard. In about 1818 or 1820 he and his family

came to Chester township, Wayne county, Ohio, when this section was prac-

tically a wilderness, and they entered a farm about a mile west of Lattasburg.

jMr. Shoemaker cleared the place and lived here until his death. John Carver,

son of David, came from Pennsylvania with his parents and located near

Congress. Wayne county, and there David conducted a water and horse-power

grist-mill, and also followed farming on a place which he entered from the

government. He was a man of influence and a worker in the Dunkard church.

He was the paternal grandfather of William W., of this review.

John Gan er, father of William W., was born in Congress township and

educated in the common schools. When a young man he followed farming,

and after his marriage he bought one hundred and sixty acres where his son,

William W., now resides. He improved the place and lived here until his

death. Politically he was a Republican, and he held about all the Chester

township offices; religiously the Dunkard church held his creed. His family

consisted of nine sons and two daughters, namely : David W., who was a

teacher when fifteen years of age and a practicing physician at nineteen, died

April 6. 1907; John T. is a prominent lawyer at Sandusky; Sarah married R.

Shaw, of Medina county. Ohio; Jacob died in infancy; William Wallace, of

this review; Samuel C., deceased, who was a leading lawyer at Sandusky,

Ohio; A. M. has practiced medicine for the past thirty years at Lorain, Ohio;
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Joseph E., a real estate dealer in Tennessee: Bert is also a leading lawyer in

Sandusky county, Ohio :
George died in youth ; Mary married A. B. Hostetler,

of West Salem, Wayne county, this state.

William Ah Garver was educated in the schools at Smithville, Lodi and

Savannah (Ohio) Academies. He received an excellent education and taught

school in the winters and farmed during the summer months for a period of

nineteen years. He became widely known throughout this locality as an edu-

cator. He has always lived on the home place with the exception of four years

spent in hVooster while serving as sheriff. He has followed general farming

verv successfully, and is one of the leading agriculturists of the county.

Mr. Garver was married on December 25. 1873, to Rebecca J. Dych, a

native of this county and the daughter of a fine old family. To this union the

following children have been born : Charles V., a practicing physician at

Lorain, Ohio; Arthur, a carpenter and living at home; DeForest, who died in

iy03 ; Mary, living at home; C. B., living in Wooste'
;
John S., who died when

twenty years of age; Frank B.. a teacher: Fred studied at Lorain. Ohio: True

is a student at West Salem, this county; WHyne is also a student at West

Salem.

William \V. Garver is a loyal Republican and has long been influential

in the local affairs of his party. In 1894 he was elected sheriff of Wayne
county and so faithfully and well did he perform the duties of this office that he

was re-elected in 1896; he has held most all of the offices in Chester township.

On March 15, 1910, he was made postmaster at ATst Salem and took charge

of the office on the ist of May. Fraternally he is a member of the Free and

Accepted Masons at fVest Salem, the Knights of Pythias at Wooster, the Im-

proved Order of Red Men at Wooster and the Knights of the Maccabees at

Lattasburg. In all these he takes a great deal of interest, and he has become

well known throughout the western part of the county through his connection

with these fraternal organizations and his political life.

WILLIAM BURKHOLDER.

The emigrant ancestor of the family of this name came from Germany

during the eighteenth century and located in Penn.sylvania. Subsequently he

migrated to Ohio, where he was engaged in farming until his death. 11 is

son Henry, who had married in his native state of Pennsylvania, accompanied

the former to the west in the early forties, became identified with farming

pursuits and followed that occuiiation until his death. I le left a son named

William, who married Mary, daughter of Daniel and Polly Smith, whose
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biographies are given elsewhere in this volume. Wiliam was born in Penn-

sylvania .in 1830, came to Ohio with his parents in boyhood and was reared

in the family of John Kinney, who took care of him until he was able to

do for himself. He engaged in the threshing busuiess, when the custom was

to go from neighborhood to neighborhood with the old-fashioned threshing

outfit, and, as the saying was, threshed from Wooster to Medina. He accu-

mulated a little money in this work and later took up farming, which he

followed until a few years ago, when he accepted employment with the Wa-
bash Railroad Company, with wh’ch he remained until his death in 1907. He
was rather fond of politics and active in the local campaigns, first as a Re-

publican and later as a Democrat. His widow and four children, two sons and

two daughters, are living, the former having reached the age of eighty-two

years at this writing (1909).

Wilham Burkholder, one of the two surviving sons of William, was born

in Canaan township, Wayne county, Ohio, on November i 3. 1857. His edu-

cation was obtained almost exclusively in the Ben school house, one of the

buildings devoted to the common school purposes of Canaan township. In

youth and early manhood his work was confined to the farm, but later he

spent twelve years with Horr, Warner & Company, a firm engaged in busi-

ness at Wellington. At the expiration of that time he returned to Jackson

and bought a farm of thirty-five acres, fifteen of which, however, he dis-

posed of later and now confines his operations to the remaining twenty acres.

He owns a fine residence in Jackson, has a good income and enjoys general

respect as one of the solid and reliable citizens of the community. He is

extensively engaged in the poultry business, having a very fine strain of

White Leghorns. He belongs to the Presbyterian church at Jackson and his

political affiliations are with the Republican party. In July, 1880, Mr. Burk-

holder married Julia, daughter of Edward Edis, who is one of the early set-

tlers of Wayne county and now living at Jackson, in the eighty-seventh year

of his age. Mr. and Mrs. Burkholder have four sons : Clem, a conductor on

the interurban radroad
;
Earl is also on the electric line as conductor

;
Ray and

Roy, twins, now attending the Creston high school.

NORMAN B. DAWSON, M. D.

It was about 1810, or 1812, that Thomas and Jemima Dawson migrated

to the wilds north of the Ohio river from their native state of Virginia,

reached the unbroken wilderness and became the second white settlers of
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Milton township. They bought a tract of wild land of three hundred and

twenty acres from the government. The work of clearing and improving

the place was entered upon in the true pioneer spirit, and after years of

arduous labor and privation a smiling and productive farm had taken the

place of the once wild woodland and roadless briarpatch. In the log cabin

put up shortly after the arrival, this sturdy couple reared a large family, con-

sisting of six sons and six daughters, and in the course of years were gath-

ered to their fathers on the farm that had been the scene of all their labors.

Eugene B. Dawson, one of their sons, who ivas born, like the other children,

on the Milton township farm, grew to manhood after the fashion of pioneer

boys, learning much of the hard work and seeing little of the frivolities of life.

In the course of time he became a farmer on his own account and eventually

accumulated one hundred and sixty acres of land in his native township. In

1879 he sold out and removed to Missouri, where he remained until his death,

in 1903, at the age of seventy-three years. In early manhood he married

Sarah Moses, of Massachusetts, whom he met while she was visiting an aunt

in Wayne county. She was the daughter of Ambrose and Lydia Moses, the

former a native of Scotland who settled at Westfield, Massachusetts, during

the latter part of the eighteenth century. In 1849 went with his wife to

California during the gold rush and lived there until both their lives were

ended by a tragedy near Sacramento, when each was over a hundred years old,

which resulted fatally, terminating their long lives after they had lived to-

gether more than eighty years. Mrs. Eugene B. Dawson is still living in

Missouri at an advanced age. She became the mother of six children, of

whom three sons and two daughters are living.

Norman B. Dawsou, one of the surviving sons, was born in Hancock

county, Ohio, January 22, 1857. He was educated at Lodi Academy and

Baldwin Univershy, but at the end of his junior year in 1876 he entered the

Cincinnati Medical College and was graduated from that institution in the

class of 1879. Locating at Sterling, he immediately began the practice of his

profession, which he has continued up to the present time. He soon became

acquainted, gradually secured business, which increased with the years, and

has long been recognized as one of the leading physicians of the county.

Though formerly a Republican, his inclinations are towards independence in

politics, preferring to vote for measures and men rather than for party, lie

is a member of the Masonic order, belonging to Wooster Comm.andery.

Knights Teni])lar, and is also connected with the Knights of Pythias and

Royal Arcanum. He is a member of the Wayne County, Ohio State and

American Medical Associations, and enjoys high rank and ])opularity in his

profession.
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On Septemlier 19, 1882, Doctor Dawson married Adeline, daughter of

John and Katherine Petit, natiues of France, who came to America about

1817, and settled in iMilton township, Wayne county, where they reared then-

family and became prominent in social and business circles. Doctor and Mrs.

Dawson hace an only daughter, Emily, who is now the wife of Howard A.

.Slemmons, who is a graduate of Buchtel College and one of the progressiue

young men of Wayne county. Mr. Slemmons receiued the degree of Master

of Arts from AAoster University and Mrs. Slemmons the degree of P.achelor

of Philosophy from Buchtel College at Akron, Oh’o.

ELMER ERAXCIS WRIGHT.

A man who boldly faces tbe responsibilities of life and by determined and

untiring energy carves out for himself an honorable success exerts a powerful

influence upon tbe lives of all wbo follow bim. Sucb bas been the career of

Elmer E. Wright, one of Wayne county’s substantial citizens, who was born

in Wadsworth, Meduia county, Ohio, in 1857, tbe son of Epbraim and Cath-

erine (Wideman) Ah'igbt. His paternal grandparents were Jacob and Betsy

Wright, natives of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, who came to Medina county,

Ohio, in an early day, about 1836 or 1838, locating on a farm which they

developed from the wilderness and on which they spent the remaimler of

their lives. The maternal grandparents were natives of Canada, who came

to the United States before their daughter, Catherine Wideman, was born.

Ephraim Wright was born January 22, 1825, and Catherine Wideman, his

wife, was born in Medina county, Ohio, in 1829. They were married in tbe

last-named county, and there Mr. Wr’ight followed the trade of cabinetmaker

when a young man. He later took up farming and at the time of his death

owned one hundred and forty-two acres and became a fairly prosperous

farmer. He was an active Republican and a member of the United Brethren

church, in which both he and his wife took an active part. Later in life he

took up the prohibition question and voted that t’cket, having been the first

man in Wadsworth township, Medina county, to discard the use of whisky

in the harvest field. He was justice of the peace for twelve successive years,

but he tried only one case, usually settling all difficulties amicably and out of

court. He became well known as a peacemaker. He preferred to remain at

home duruig tbe Civil war and hired a substitute. He and his wife were the
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parents of eleven children, seven of whom grew to maturity, six now living.

Ephraim Wright died October 7, 1891, after a hard day's labor for ^^411iam

McKinley
;

his widow survived him until 1903.

Elmer E. Wright was educated in the common schools of Wadsworth

townslr’p and worked on the home farm during the summer months. At the

age of eighteen years he began learning the blacksmith’s trade, which he

followed very successfully twenty-seven years, when he gave up active work

in that line. In October, 1881, he moved to Sterling and he has made his

home here ever since. Efe is the owner of a hne farm of two hundred and

fifty-two acres in Canaan township, which he rents. It is a model farm in

every respect and one of the most valuable in the township.

Politically, Mr. Wright is a Republican, but not an aspirant for office;

however, he has always taken an active part in his party’s affairs. Eraternally

he is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the Royal Arcanum.

Mr. Wright was married June 20, 1880, to Adelaide C. P)echtel, a native

of Jackson, Canaan township, this county, the daughter of Samuel and Eliz-

al)eth Bechtel, an old and highly respected family there, having come from

Maryland and Pennsylvania, respectively, in a very early day. Mr. Bechtel

died September 23, 1880. and Mrs. Bechtel joined him in the silent laud

December 25, 1894.

To Mr. and Mrs. Wright three children were horn : Elta Ephraim, a well-

known blacksmith in Doylestown ; Eloyd Samuel was educated in the Sterling

])uMic schools and worked in the electric plant in Sterling, being an electrician

of much jM'omise
: Don Eranklin, at home and attending school.

Mr. Wright is one of the best-known men in his township, his ])Opu-

lai'ity being ricbly deserved because of his genuine worth and his genial dispo-

sition.

JOSEPH MILLER.

How rapidly time is thinning the ranks of the brave hovs in blue who
went forth in defense of the nation’s integritv during the dark and stormv

e])och of the Civil war is evident to even the su])erficial observer, and tbe

sib’ered heads of those who a])pear in the ranks of the \ etcrans at the \ arious

encampments of the Crand Army of the Re])ublic show whither the line of

march is tending, d'hc younger generation may well k'ok iii admiration and

honor u])on these \aliant sons of the republic who s'ued to the world a grand

and united country, and though time has thrown its beneiicent inihience over
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the stoi'}' of tlie great conflict and the animosities of the past have been

softened and chastened, yet never can there be aught but appreciation of the

services of the men who followed the stars and stripes on the sanguinary

battleflelds of the South. One of the honored veterans of the war of the

Rebellion was the subject of this review, who passed away at his home in

Burbank in 1905. A valiant soldier in battle, a high-minded citizen, a loving

husband and kind father, and a faithful friend,—he was during his life con-

sidered one of the strong, virile men of the community, and society in general

would be better if there were more like him.

Josejih Miller was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on the 2d day of May,

1828, and is a son of John and Mary Miller, who were early settlers in that

city. They were of German descent and in the subject were embodied many

of the elements which have made citizens of that nationality such a desirable

addition to our great cosmopolitan population. Mr. Miller was educated in

the public schools of the city of Baltimore. In 1852, when about twenty-four

years old, he came to Wayne county, Ohio, and for a while worked at farm

work for others. In 1855 he began working for himself and thereafter he

successfully carried on farming operations until his death. He was a man of

progressive ideas and kept in close touch with the most modern ideas relating

to the science of agriculture and therefore was able to reap abundantly where

he had sown. In 1899 he moved from the farm to the town of Burbank,

Avhere he lived until his death, though still maintaining a personal supervi-

sion over his farming operations.

Mr. Miller’s private life was rudely interrupted in the early sixties when

the tocsin of war was sounded throughout the land, and in response to his

country’s call for aid he enlisted, in 1861, in the Sixteenth Regiment Ohio

Volunteer Infantry, under the immediate command of Captain Horn, and

during the following three years he rendered valiant and faithful service in

defense of his country’s integrity. He took part in a number of heavy en-

gagements, besides many minor battles and skirmishes, and gained an en-

viable record as a faithful and courageous soldier.

On the /th of July, 1853, Mr. Miller married Sarah E. Stoops, a native

of Franklin county. Pennsylvania, and a daughter of John and Elizabeth

Stoops. The father died in his native state and the mother brought her

family to Ohio in 1853, her death occurring here in 1884. To this union

were born ten children, named as follows : Margaret Jane, Elizabeth, George,

Rebecca, Christopher (deceased), Charles, Edward, Lee Della and Clara. In

politics Mr. Miller was an ardent Democrat and took a deep interest in the

success of his party at the polls. He was a quiet and unassuming man him-
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self, however, and made no effort to secure public preferment for himself.

He was a man of steady and commendable habits and had the happy faculty of

winning friends wherever he went, his friends being in number as his ac-

quaintances.

BENJAMIN EDWARD HASKINS.

Among the enterprising and progressive citizens of Canaan township,

Wayne county, Ohio, none are held in higher esteem than he whose name

appears at the head of this brief sketch. He is one of the solid and sub-

stantial citizens of his community and his influence has ever been found in

support of every movement calculated to benefit the community morally,

educationally, religiously or materially. Such men constitute the backbone of

our great American civilization and to them are we indebted for the stability

of our present-day institutions.

Tracing the ancestral history of the Haskins family, it is learned that

Pere Haskins, grandfather of the subject, was born in 1781, and that he was

a soldier in the war of 1812. Eventually he came to Wayne county, Ohio,

and settled on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, which he had bought

June 6, 1843, of Joseph Stratton. This farm he and his sons proceeded to

clear and put into cultivation and it now is one of the best farms in the

townsh’p, being the one on which the subject now resides. Here Pere Has-

kins continued to reside until his death, which occurred in 1854. He mar-

ried Louisa Williams, who was born in 1795, and whose death occurred in

1887. To them were born the following children; Sidney, born December

I. 1806; Erastus, born December 23, 1812; Abigail, born January 25, 1815;

William, born July 24, 1817; Laura, born March ii, 1821
;
Maxcy, born Sep-

tember 5, 1824; Rhoda, born June 29, 1822; Erederick Newell, born Febru-

ary II, 1829; Alex C., born February 26, 1827; Charles Alexander, born

March 6, 1832.

Of these Charles was a soldier during the Civil war, having enlisted in

Company K, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantrv, and rendered

valiant service for his country. Erederick Newell Haskins was a cajitain in

the Home Guards diirhig the same period, and as a result of exposure while

suffering from typhoid fever, he was made an iin-alid for life. Maxcv lias-

kins was an expert millwright by trade, and owned a mill at Canaan Center,

the first in this part of the county. He married Sybil Turner on .March 8,

1856, she being the daughter of Jesse Turner, and to this union were born
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two children, Ella Serene, born December 17, 1856, and Ernest Clifford, born

October 27, i860. Maxcy Haskins d'ed on April 4, 1863, and on March

24, 1867, bis widow married bis brother, Erederick Newell Haskins. He
was a mason by trade, bnt always li\-ed on and managed the home farm.

He died March 12, 1902. He was a man of excellent parts and enjoyed the

esteem of the entire community. To Erederick and Sybil Haskins were born

three children, as follows: Erederick William, born April 29, 1868; Ber-

tha, born June 18, 1874; Benjamin Edward, born May 28, 1871, Of these

children, Ella S. and Benjamin E, now reside on the home farm. They

attended the public schools during their youth and receiued a fair educa-

tion. They live in the comfortable and attractive home in Canaan township

and ma’ntain it at the same high standard for which it has always been noted.

They are both members of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which they

give an earnest and generous support. Benjamin E. Haskins is the pos-

ses.sor of many fine personal qualities which win for him the esteem and

friendship of all who come in contact with him. He is public sp’rited in

his attitude towards local enterprises and gives his support to all worthy

enterprises.

MICHAEL S. GISH.

This venerable pioneer and representative agriculturist of W'ayne county .

has been a resident of the county from his infancy, thus having witnessed and

taken an active part in the development of this section of the state from a

sylvan wild to its present condition as an opulent agricultural and industrial

community, with admirably improved farms and thriving cities and villages.

Erom the rude forest lodge of the early days, the primitive schools and the

meagre advantages of the pioneer epoch, he has seen the varied transitions and

in the evening of his life is enabled to enjoy the fruits of his long years of

earnest toil and endeavor. He early began to contribute to the w’ork of clear-

ing the land from its heavy forest, later assisted in the establishment of bet-

ter schools and better public improvements, while his life course has ever been

so directed as to retain to him the unqualified approval and esteem of the

community in wdiich he has passed his entire life. As a sterling representative

of one of the pioneer families of this section of the Buckeye state, it is impera-

tive that a due tribute be incorporated in this work.

Michael S. Gish was born in Milton towmship. the locality now' being

knowm as Rittman, Wayne county, on the 9th of May, 1839, and is a son of
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Jacob and Fannie (Shank) Gish. His paternal grandparents. Abraham and

Anna (Longenecker) Gish, who were descended from Swiss ancestry, were

both born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where they were married and

reared their family. The husband died in that state and his widow then

brought her family to Greene township, Wayne county, Ohio, where she lived

the remainder of her days and died. This worthy couple were patriotic in

spirit and during the trying days of the Revolutionary war they furnished as

far as they were able the colonial soldiers with clothing, cattle and provisions,

thus contributing in a material way to tbe success of the patriot army. The

subject’s maternal grandparents, John Shank and wife, were natives of Switz-

erland and in 1717 they came to America, locating near Lancaster. Penn-

sylvania, where they lived the remainder of their lives. The subject's ances-

tors in both paternal and maternal lines were Mennonites in religious belief

and were consistent people in their lives. When, in 1812, the second war

with Great Britain broke out. Abram Gish was engaged in the building of

his house, but he promptly laid aside his tools and went to the defense of his

country. At the termination of hostilities he completed the house and it is

still standing and in use.

Jacob Gish was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1804. and

his wife was born there in 1807. They were married in 1830 and immedi-

ately thereafter moved to Wayne county, Ohio, where they established a

home in the wilderness. Some of the hcnisehold furniture which they first

used there is now in the possession of the subject and is very higbly prized as

heirlooms. Jacob Gish brought a farm in the northeast corner of IMilton

township, and at once applied himself to the herculean task of clearing it

and rendering it fit for culti\ ation. The place was developed into a splendid

farm and here Air. Gish lived the remainder of his days. He was a quiet and

unostentatious man, applying his energies to the cultivation of his farm and

the rearing of his family and as a citizen, farmer and family man he occu-

pied an enviable position in the community. He became the father of eight

children, five sons and three daughters, of whom four sons are now li\ ing.

The father died in June, 1864, and the mother in 1893. at the age of eighty-

seven years. They were a worthy old couple and were beloved bv all who
knew them.

Alichael S. Gish received a good education, completing his elementary

studies in the district schools, after which he attended thiee terms in the llays-

ville Academy, one term at the Canaan Academy and one term at the State

Normal School at Medina. He w'as thus w'cll pre])ared for the profession

(bo)
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which he hoped to make his life work,—that of teaching,—and he engaged

in it with great promise of success. His hopes were well founded, for dur-

ing the following twelve years in which he was engaged as a pedagogue

he was considered one of the best teachers in this county and he undoubtedly

would have risen to the front rank in his profession had not his work been

interrupted by failing health. Because of this fact he found it necessary to

take up work which would permit of his remaining more in the open air, and

thus he became a farmer. He purchased a farm of eighty acres situated south

of Sterling, Milton township, and to the operation of this farm he nas since

applied his energies, with gratifying success. He was progressive and enter-

prising in his methods and hesitated not to adopt new ideas when their prac-

ticability and wisdom had been demonstrated, the result being that he realized

gratifying returns for the labor bestowed. In addition to the cultivation of

the soil, Mr. Gish also gave considerable attention to the raising of livestock,

giving special attention to Shorthorn and Durham cattle, of which he bred

and raised some magnificent specimens.

In 1901 Mr. Gish received from President McKinley the appointment

as postmaster at Sterling, a position wdiich he. has held continuously since,

renting his farm, while he resides in town. He is an accommodating and

painstaking official and has performed his duties to the entire satisfaction of

his superiors and the patrons of the office. Mr. Gish has taken a commendable

interest in public affairs and has served two terms as trustee of the township,

one term as justice of the peace and as a member of the school board, in all

of which he has given faithful performance to the duties of the positions.

On January 10, 1878, Mr. Gish was married to Martha Slemmons, a

daughter of Samuel Slemmons, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work.

In politics Mr. Gish has been an ardent Republican, and has taken an active

interest in the success of his party. His religious belief is that of the Pres-

byterian church, to which body he and his wife belong and to which the}' give

a cordial and liberal support. At the outbreak of the Civil war, Mr. Gish

rvas desirous of enlisting in the army, but, because of a lameness which he

had received in 1852, he was not eligible for enlistment, much to his regret.

Mr. Gish is widely known and universally esteemed. His long residence

here has identified him with the changes which have taken place in this

county, and he nas ever been an important factor in promoting enterprises

looking to the uplmilding of the best interests of the county. His many

admirable qualities of head and heart have won for him the honest esteem

and regard of all who know him, his friends being in number as his acquain-

tances.
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WILLIAM F. WHITE.

The subject of this review is a gentleman of high standing to whom has

not been denied a due measure of success. He is distinctively one of the

representative citizens of Canaan township and is a recognized factor of im-

portance in connection with the agricultural interests of the county of Wayne.

Mr. White has been closely identified with the material growth and pros-

perity of this section of the state and he is recognized as a man of excellent

parts, one who is eminently entitled to recognition in a work of this char-

acter.

William F. White is a native of the state of Maryland, where he was

born in 1874, and he is the son of Jacob and Lucetta (Fassmacht) White,

both of whom were born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. Jacob White

was a mdl-stone cutter by trade and was considered an expert workman in

his day. His death occurred in Maryland in 1876. He was the owner of a

small farm, which was operated by bis sons. Jacob and Lucetta White were

the parents of nine children, five sons and four daughters, of whom one son

is deceased. In 1878, soon after the death of her husband. Mrs. Lucetta

White brought her family to Greene township, Wayne county, Ohio, and here

the boys obtained employment among the neighboring farmers.

Wilb’am White received his education in the common schools and, hav-

ing all his life been a close reader and a keen observer of men and things, he

is today considered a well-informed man. He was reared to the life of a

farmer and has followed that calling all his life. For a number of years he

was employed in agricultural pursuits in Medina and AVayne counties, and

by dint of good management, persistent energy and wise economy, he was,

in the spring of 1909, enabled to buy a fine farm of one hundred and twenty-

five and a half acres in Canaan township, onto which he moved and to

which he is now giving his sole attention. The place is well improved with

a full set of farm buildings, tbe fences are in good repair, while the place

is well supplied with all the machinery necessary to the conduct of an up-to-

date farm. Everything about tbe farm is kept in the best of condition and

its general ajipearance indicates the owner to be a man of sound judgment

and excellent taste. He is progressive in his methods and keeps in close

touch with the most advanced ideas relating to successful agriculture. He
carries on a diversified .system of farming, and in addition to the tilling of

the soil he also gives due attention to the raising of livestock, in which he

has been successful to a gratifying degree.
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Tn 1898 Mr. White was united in marriage to Eliza Sprangle, the daugh-

ter of Hugh and Mary (Bowman) Sprangle, who were natives of Pennsyl-

vania. To Mr. and Mrs. White have been liorn five children. Ford, Ruby.

Luella, Blanche and Wayne Howard.

In politics Mr. Wh’te is a strong and enthusiastic Republican and takes

a commendable interest in local public affairs. In religion he was reared a

Mennonite, while his wife and her parents are members of the Lutheran

church. Mr. White is a man of splendid qualities, and easily makes friends,

his genial disposition and courteous manners commending him to the kindly

feeling of all with whom he comes in contact.

DANIEL V. HUFFMAN.

A descendant of sturdy Swiss ancestors and a highly respected citizen

of Chippewa township, Wayne county, is Daniel V. Huffman, a native of

this township, having been born here April 15, 1830, the son of Daniel and

Abigail (Franks) Huffman, the former a native of Switzerland, having been

born near Geneva in 1798. and the latter born in Pennsylvania about 1800.

In 1803 the father came to America with his parents, who located in AVash-

ington county, Pennsylvania, and there remained until 1816, when they moved

to Ohio and settled in Chippeva township, AVayne county. Daniel, father of

the subject, was five years old when he landed in America. The paternal

grandparents of the subject, Daniel and Anna Huffman, entered one hundred

and sixty acres of land, which they cleared and improved and there reared

their family. They first located at Easton, Chippewa township, in which

vicinity they spent their lives. The subject’s maternal grandfather, Henry

Franks, was a native of Pennsylvania and in an early day came to Wayne
county, Ohio, and here he and his wife lived and died. The subject’s father

and mother married in Wayne county. Buying land two miles south of

Doylestown, they developed a comfortable home, owning eventually one

hundred and ninety-two acres. They were loyal supporters of the Methodist

Episcopal church, and they lived quiet, retired lives. They were the parents

of seven children. Daniel Huffman, father of the subject, married twice

and became the father of seven children by his second wife also, the subject

being the only member of the first set of children now living; five survive

of the second marriage. The subject’s father died in 1868 and his mother in

1840.
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Daniel V. Huffman received a common school education in the schools

of Chipiiewa township, working on the home farm in the meantime. He re-

ceived a good education for those clays and taught school very acceptably

for a period of seven years, then began farming, which he followed for two

years, then became superintendent of a mine at Doylestown, remaining in

that position for a period of twenty-one years. Then after working at some-

thing else for a time, he returned to the mine and was superintendent of the

same for three more years. During that time he did all the civil engineering

of the mine, having learned this profession in the district school under C.

Bell, who was afterwards county surveyor for many years. In 1887 i\Ir.

Huffman bought coal on option in Tuscarawas county for the Beaver Dam
Coal Company, of Cleveland, Ohio. Then he bought the coal and drilled it

for this company. In 1903 he retired from active life and has been living

quietly at his beautiful home in Doylestown. He has prospered by reason of

his close application to his work and now in his old age he is surrounded

by plenty as the evidence of his former years of industry. He is the owner

of a very valuable farm in Chippewa township.

Mr. Huffman was married, December 29, 1853, to Susan Miller, a na-

tive of Stark county, Ohio, the daughter of Louis and Mary Miller, old

settlers in Stark county, where they lived and died, having been influential

and highly respected in their vicinity.

To IMr. and Mrs. Daniel \b Huffman two children have been born,

namely : Isaac Wellington, a farmer living in Stark county, on his grand-

father’s old farm ; Louis Daniel is deceased. Mr. Huffman’s first wife died

in Stark county, at Canal Fulton, in June, i860. Mr. Huffman was again

married April 8, 1862, to Catherine Wilhelm, a native of Medina county and

the daughter of Christian and Mary C. Mhlhelm. They were natives of

Nazareth, Pennsylvania, and came to Ohio about 1837, locating in Medina
county. Mr. Wilhelm was a shoemaker by trade, which he followed for

thirty-six years; then he bought a farm and retired.

Henry Franks was captured by Indians when sixteen years of age and

held a prisoner for three years, when he escaped. Being a great hunter,

he was given many liberties by the Indians and in this way made his escape.

The maternal grandparents of Mr. Huffman’s second wife, Mathew and

Margaret W’agner, were also natives of Pennsylvania, as were her paternal

grandparents. Her parents were regarded as leading citizens of their local-

ity. 'I'o Mr. Huffman and his second wife four children were born, namely:

Crelia, who died in infancy; Sherman J.. who is engaged in the shoe busi-

ness in Akron; Eliza May; Cora Ellen, the wife of Nathan Boger.
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Politically Mr. Huffman is a Republican, and both he and his wife are

members of the Methodist Episcopal church.

Although Mr. Huffman’s early life was one of hard toil, he has been

well rewarded. He has accomplished much good for his fellow men at the

same time that he has been laying by a competency for himself and family,

and he has won the respect and honor of all with whoni he has been associ-

ated.

JOHN AJcGEIFF.

Highly respected as a citizen and honored as a patriotic defender of

the stars and stripes in a war which tested the solidity and perpetuity of

America’s free institutions, the subject of this brief review is distinctively

one of the leading men of the township where he maintains his residence

and is in every way worthy of mention with the progressive and representa-

tive citizens of Wayne county.

John McGuff is a native of the dominion of Canada, having been born

in Quebec on the 14th of April, 1846. His parents, Michael and Mary

McGuff, were both natives of Castle Bar, Ireland, and came to America

in 1843, locating first in Quebec, where the father was employed as a

laborer. In about 1848 they moved to Cleveland, Ohio, and eventually set-

tled at Macedonia, Ohio, where their deaths occurred, the father dying in

1863. They were the parents of four sons, two having been born in Ireland

and two in Canada.

The subject of this sketch was handicapped in his early youth by the

poverty of his parents. They reared him as best they could until he was

ten years of age, when he came to Oak Grove, Milton township, Wa5me
county, and in the schools there he secured a fair education. Subsequently

he went to Michigan and there learned the trade of carpenter, which vocation

he followed continuously until 1897. He was an expert and proficient work-

man and did much building in this part of the state. On August 5, 1897,

Mr. McGufif was appointed postmaster at Creston, receiving the appointment

and the hands of President McKinley, and he has continued to discharge the

duties of the office since that time. He is an accommodating and pains-

taking official, prompt in the discharge of his duties and courteous to the

customers of the office, and is held in the highest regard by all who come in

contact with him.

During the early part of the Civil war Mr. McGuff gave unmistakable

evidence of his patriotism by enlisting as a private in Company G, Eighty-
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sixth Regiment Ohio A^olunteer Infantry, with which he served about ten

months. After remaining at home a year, he again enlisted, this time in

Company G, of the One Hundred and Ninety-seventh Ohio Regiment, and

served one year. Both enlistments were made at Wooster. A-Ir. McGuff

gave his best possible service in the defense of his country and assisted in

the capture of the rebel General Morgan, being at that time under the com-

mand of Colonel DeCoursey, who was in command of the brigade. The

regiment did valiant service at Cumberland Gap and was in a number of

other engagements. The subject was employed much of his time in guard

duty. His old military associations are kept alive through his membership

in the Grand Army of the Republic, of w'hich he is a past post commander.

Politically Mr. McGuflf is a stanch Republican and has taken a promi-

nent part in local public affairs, having served his fellow citizens in the capac-

ity of assessor, five terms, constable, and road supervisor, giving the best of

satisfaction in every position to which he has been called. Fraternally he

belongs to the time-honored order of Free and Accepted Masons and also

is a member of the Knights of the Maccabees. His religious belief is that

of the Methodist Episcopal church, to w'hich his wife also belongs, and to

that society they render an earnest and consistent support.

On November 12, 1878, Mr. McGuff was united in the holy bonds of

wedlock wdth Hattie Benjamin, who was born in Medina county, Ohio,

April 14, 1859, the daughter of Samuel and Helen Benjamin, early settlers

here. Mrs. McGuff’s paternal grandfather was one of the earliest settlers

in this part of the state and had a prominent part in inducing the Erie rail-

road to survey its line through this county. To Mr. and Mrs. McGuff the

following children have been born : Carl, a conductor residing at Cleve-

land, Ohio; Claud, a traveling salesman for Parsons & Parsons, of Cleve-

land, and Ethel, who remains at home. Mrs. McGuff died on January 6,

1900, and was buried at Creston cemetery. Mr. McGuff is a public-spirited

citizen and a whole-souled man, ever ready to help forward any work

designed for the public good. He has done much toward bringing Canaan

to the front among the sisterhood of townships of Wayne county, and is

recognized by all as one of its most useful citizens and is consec|uently

greatly honored and. resjiected.

NOAH S. BURKHOLHER

was bo’ai in Greene townshi]), W’ayne county, Ohio, on the Mjth day of l''eb-

ruary, i860, and is a son of Jonathan and Elizabeth (Smoker) llurkholder.

The grandparents were John and Barbara (Schrock) Burkholder, the former
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of whom was liorn in Switzerland in i8oi. He came to the United States

with an uncle in 1817 and located hi Pennsylvania, and in 1823 he came to

\^'ayne county, Ohio, and located on what is known as the old Burkholder

farm. He was first employed by his uncle, Benjamin Schrock, whose daugh-

ter, Barbara, he married. They became the parents of four children, Jona-

than. Jonas, Nancy and Sarah. Jonathan Burkholder was reared to man-

hood on the paternal homestead and on attaining mature years he married

Elizabeth Smoker, to which union were born nine children : Sarah, Anna,

Caroline, Meenow, Noah S., Simon S., Amos, Joseph and an infant that died

unnamed. Noah S. Burkholder was reared on the farm which was owned

by h’s grandfather, John Burkholder, and there he helped in the manifold

duties pertaining to farm life. On the 20th of December, 1884, Mr. Burk-

holder was united in marriage to Lizzie A. Hostetler, who 'was born in

\AHyne towmship, Wayne county, Ohio, March 6, 1858, and is a sister of

Jonathan K. Hostetler. No children have been born to this union, but Mr.

and Mrs. Burkholder have, out of their kindness, reared four children and

have adopted two: Meriam, born June 4. 1896, and Alice, born October 30,

1898. These children are being cared for and educated as carefully as though

thev were the subject’s own children.

DR. WILLIAM N. LaVIERS.

To win success in any profession or avocation and become something

more than mediocre requires a definiteness of purpose, an unswerving cour-

age and a force of personal character that impel admiration. These quali-

ties Dr. William N. LaViers seems to possess, for, in the face of obstacles,

he has forged his way to the front as a veterinary surgeon, standing at the

head of this profession in Wayne county, throughout which his name has

become a household world, for he has been very successful in the practice of

his profession. As his name would indicate, he comes from a French fam-

ily, an old and honored one, and he possesses many of the qualities that made
his ancestors noted in their communities. His birth occurred in North Laiv-

rence. Stark county. Ohio. November 27, 1882. He was educated in the

public schools and reared on the farm which he assisted in developing dur-

ing his boyhood, while he was not in school. He was a good student and

graduated from the high school at Canal Fulton, June 12, 1902, after which

he taught school one winter. But, not liking school teaching, he entered the

lumber business, at which he worked for a time. Having long desired to
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become a veterinary surgeon, he entered the Ontario Veterinary College at

Toronto, Canada, where he made a very commendable record and from which

institution he was graduated in 1907 with the degree of Veterinary Surgeon.

Returning to Ohio after his graduation. Doctor LaViers established an

office at Dalton, April i, 1907, and soon had a good practice. This com-

munity had long felt the want of just such a live and well equipped young

veterinary as he, and those owning livestock were quick to secure his services

when such were required, with the result that he has showir himself to be

not only well versed in his profession but by nature an excellent judge of a

horse and possessing all the qualifications necessary in the successful prosecu-

tion of this line of work.

Doctor LaViers was married on December 25, 1906, to Bessie T..

Dreurey, a very estimable young lady and the representative of an excellent

family. This union has resulted in the birth of one child, Nellie Vester,

born January 7, 1908.

Doctor LaViers is a Republican in politics, although he does not find

time to take a very active interest in the affairs of his party. Fraternally

he is a member of Arling Lodge. No. 775, Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Personally he is an obliging, courteous and genial young man whom every-

body likes. Religiously he and his wife both belong to the Methodist Epis-

copal church.

JOEL B. AMSTUTZ.

Among the substantial men of influence li^•ing in IMilton township the

name of Joel B. Amstutz should be included, partly because he is a native

of the same and his efforts have always been for the promotion of W'ayne

county affairs. His birth occurred on June 9, 1851, the son of Ulrich and

Marie (Logabill) Amstutz. The former was born in Switzerland on April

26, i8oi. and died March 19, 1881 ; his wife was also a native of Switzerland,

where she was born May 14, 1809, ^”<1 September 6, 1876. When nine-

teen years of age Ldrich Amstutz came to .\merica and located in Milton

townshi]), section 24. Mere he married and took u]) go\-ernment land, in time

accumulat’ng in all four hundred acres, which he cleared and impro\-ed, and

there reared a family of seven sons and four daughters, all of whom grew

to maturity, of whom five sons and two daughters are now living. The

father was an elder in the Mennonite church and was known among his neigh-

bors as a peacemaker; while he took an interest in politics, he was no office-

seeker. He was respected as a man of integrity and generositv and eminent
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fairness. Two brothers and two sisters of Ulrich were
:
John, who located

in Greene township; Peter, in Putnam county; Mrs. Rev. Christian Steiner,

of Wayne county, and Mrs. Basinger, of Putnam county.

Joel B. Amstutz was educated in Smithville Academy and taught school

for one year, during the winter of 1872 and 1873. He was reared on a

farm and learned the carpenter's trade, which he followed for three years,

then married and lived a year on the farm. In 1878- he moved to Sterling

and entered the grist-mdl husiness, which he followed very successfully

until 1892. In 1878 and 1879 built the first two residences on the west

side of the railroad track. In 1900 he entered the employ of the Knights

of the Maccabees and has been employed by this organization ever since, trav-

eling entirely in Ohio. In 1899 he was acting as bookkeeper of the Starling

Boiler Company at Barberton
;
previous to that for a period of four years

he was bookkeeper for the Toledo Stove Company, giving these firms entire

satisfaction. Previous to that he was engaged in the tobaccO' business, also

insurance and notary public. Just before going to Toledo he was employed

for some time with the Royal Arcanum fraternity and worked in that ca-

pacity in Oh’io and West Virginia. He has been very successful at what-

ever he has been engaged in. He has a fine home which he built on South

Main street. Previous to 1892 he had accumulated considerable wealth, but

failed during the bad panic of 1893, and was compelled to begin over again.

However, he had the courage to push forward and was soon on his feet again,

and today he is one of the substantial men of the township.

In politics he was formerly a Democrat, but is now independent. He
has held nearly every township and village office within the gift of the peo-

ple in his vicinity. He was for many years a member of the Democratic

committee, and has been trustee, school director, assessor, treasurer and clerk

of Milton township, besides several other offices. Fraternally he is a member

of Seville Lodge, No. 74, Master Masons, also belonging to the chapter,

[Medina. No. 30; Wooster Council, No. 13, and Wooster Commandery,

No. 48. He was made a Mason November i, 1881, passed the degree of

Fellowcraft on November 15, 1881, and that of Master, November 29, 1881.

In July, 1908, he was made a chapter Mason, and on April 15, 1909, a Royal

and Select Master; he was elected to the commandery June 8, 1909, the degree

being conferred on September 14, 1909. He joined the Knights of Pythias

in 1882, Lodge No. 173, at Sterling. He also belongs to the Knights of the

Maccabees, and he joined the Royal Arcanum in 1879. He has long taken

an abiding interest in lodge work and he holds high rank in lodge circles

throughout the state. Both he and his wife are members of the United

Brethren church.
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Mr. Amstutz was married on December 5, 1875, to Susan Hoover, a

native of Wayne county, the daughter of Martin and Elizabeth Hoover, old

settlers of this county and highly respected people. Two children have been

born to this union, Meno S., who graduated at Ada College, then went to

Atlanta for four years and was employed in the Georgia city by the Lidger-

wood-Gordon Manufacturing Company. He was promoted to the home office

in New York City, wffiere he remained eleven months, when he died Febru-

ar}^ 24, 1904. He was a member of the Atlanta Lodge of Masons and is

buried in the Seville cemetery. The second child, Jeanette, who graduated

from the Sterling high school, is living at home. For many years she has

been clerking for D. C. Steiner.

For thirty years Mr. Amstutz has been a “teetotaler,” believing in abso-

lute temperance. He is well liked by all who know him as a result of his

many commendable personal traits.

THOMAS E. CARNAHAN.

The founder of the local branch of the family of this name in America

was James Carnahan, a native of Ireland, who became an emigrant to this

country in 1800, or thereabouts. His movements at that time are not

definitely recorded, but it seems that shortly after arriving he located in Penn-

sylvania. While a res’dent of that state he married Katherine Lanch and

removed to Ohio about 1808, locating in Milton township, Wayne county,

where he ended his days. The maternal grandparents were John and Mary
Hutchinson, the former born in 1778, the latter in 1789. He was a native of

Virginia, of Irish parents, while his wife was born hi Wales. After marrying

in Virginia they removed to Pennsylvania, but later came to Ohio, where all

their children were born. William Carnahan, son of James, married So-

phronia Hutchhison, a daughter of John and Mary. William was born in

Milton township in 1827 and his wife in Chippewa township in the same

year. James Carnahan, the emigrant ancestor, was a soldier in the war of

1812, and his grandson still owns a blanket used liy bim during his held ser-

vice. After liT marriage, William Carnahan became a farm worker and

wood-cho]>per, saved up money enougb to buy a farm, increased bis lioldings

from year to year and at one time owned about two bundred and forty acres

of land. His death occurred in 1887 and tliat of his wife in Se])teml)er. K)02.

All of their three children are still living, and are iiroud of the good name
left them by their pioneer parents.
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Thomas E. Carnahan, one of the three children aboYe mentioned, was

born in Alilton township, Wayne county, Ohio, on the farm he now owns,

June 3, 1867. He obtained his education in the usual way of country boys,

l)y attending the township schools during the winters, while the spring and

summer and early fall were devoted to farm work. As soon as he grew to

manhood he began farming for himself and now occupies the old homestead,

consisting of eighty acres, northwest of Sterling. He does not undertake

much fancy farming, hut confines his efforts to producing the ordinary cereal

crops of this latitude and to raising the amount of stock adapted to his

acreage. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias and enthusiastic in sup-

port of the Democratic party. He enjoys excellent standing in h's com-

munity, both socially and financially, and is regarded as one of the safe and

conservative farmers of the younger generation. In 1889 Mr. Carnahan was

married to Ida B., daughter of Samuel Erase, an old settler of Wayne county.

Mr. and Mrs. Carnahan have five children, Zoe, Hazel, Kent, Ethel and Stan-

ley. Mrs. Carnahan is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church.

JACOB SCHORLE.

There is no nation that has contributed to the complex makeup of our

American social fabrx an element of more sterling worth and of greater

value in fostering and supporting our national institutions than has Switzer-

land. From this source our republic has had much to gain and nothing to

lose. Switzerland has given us men of sturdy integrity, indomhable per-

severance, high intelligence and much business sagacity,—the result being

the incorporation of a strong and strength-giving fibre, ramifying through warp

and woof. A man who may well look with pride on his Swiss origin is the

subject of this review, who is one of the enterprising and progressive agri-

culturists of Milton township, Wayne county, where he is personally recog-

nized as a representative citizen, having attained a high degree of success

through his operations.

Jacob Schorle was born in Basel, Switzerland, on the 22(1 of October,

1867, and is the son of Otto and Mary (Gysin) Schorle, both of whom also

were natives of that little republic, where they spent their lives and died.

They were the parents of four children, two of whom came to Amerxa, the

subject being the only survivor here. The two who remained at home are

still living. The subject received a good education in the public schools at
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Basel and in his youth learned bookkeeping. At the age of eighteen years,

fired with an ambition to secure larger opportiinit'es for future advancement,

he came to the United States, and at once located in Milton township,

A\"ayne county, where for the ensuing three years he was in the employ of

Peter Mongey, later working for five years for John Slemmons. He was

industrious and economical and at the end of the period noted he found him-

self in position to start out on Ir’s own account. He therefore bought one

hundred and sixty acres of fine land located northeast of Sterling, in Milton

township, and here he has since conducted farming operations with a very

gratifying degree of success. His property is adorned with a full set of neat

and attractive farm build’ngs, everything about the place indicating the

owner to be a man of good judgment and wise discrimination. In connection

with the tilling of the sod, Mr. Schorle also devotes considerable attention to

stock raising. Holstein cattle being his specialty. He is ])rogressive in his

methods -and keeps in close touch with the latest ideas hi relation to successful

agriculture.

On March 22, 1889. Schorle was united in marriage to Marv
Leichty, a daughter of John and Veronica (Mongey) Leichty. This union

has been a most happy and congenial one and has been blessed in the birth

of ten children, namely: Walter, Otto, Martha, Fannie, Howard, Dorothy,

Wallace, Laura, Edith and Harold. In relig'on the subject is a member of

the Reformed church, as is his wife, and they take a deep interest in the

\'arious activities of that society. His political affiliation is with the Demo-
crats party, and he takes a commendable interest in the trend of current

events, though not in any sense a seeker after public office or official pre-

ferment of any nature.

Mr. Schorle is one of the intelligent, substantial and responsible men of

the township in which he lives. He has been a successful agriculturist and

has done much to develop the resources of his fine estate, making another of

the fine farms which are the pride of Wayne county. He enjoys the respect

and e.steem of the public as a man of integrity, while he is much beloved in

the narrower circles of private life.

GIDEON HARTZLER.

This venerable pioneer of Wayne county is a native son of the Buckeye

state and a representative of one of the families who came to this eonimon-

\ ealth in an early ej)()ch. dignifying the same by their ser\-iees and wortln'-
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lives, even as he has clone dur-ng the more than three score and ten years

which have elapsed since he was here ushered into the world. Honored by

all, there is no citizen of the county more worthy of consideration in this

volume, and we find satisfaction in noting here the more salient features in

his career. Mr. Hartzler, after years of active and earnest endeavor, is now

living retired in the attractive little city of Smithville, honored as one of

the patriarchs of this locality.

Gideon Hartzler was born in Greene township, Wayne county, Ohio,

on the 17th of October, 1837, and is a son of Joseph and Fannie (Kaufman)

Hartzler. The subject’s father was born in Mifflin county, Pennsylvania,

where he was reared and received a good education in the public schools.

There he married Fannie Kaufman and in about 1820 they came to Ohio,

locating in Greene township, W’ayne county. Here Mr. Hartzler followed

farming and as the years went by be saw his efforts rewarded in the acquisi-

tion of a fine farm, which at one time comprised three hundred acres. His

success was due entirely to his own efforts, as he came to this country in

poor financial circumstances and his life during the following years was one

of unremitting toil and earnest endeavor. He was a man of sterling quali-

ties and enjoyed the respect of all who knew him. In religion he was an

Amish Mennonite. To him and his wife were born eleven children, namely:

One that died in infancy unnamed, Levi, Sarah, Enos, John, Elizabeth, Solo-

mon, Seth, Benjamin, Gideon and Nancy. Of these, all are now dead but

Gideon.

Gideon Hartzler was reared on the Greene township farm and secured

his education in the common schools of the locality. When of proper age,

he took up the duties of the farm and was so employed until he started out in

the world for himself. For awhile he was employed by tbe day at farm work,

but at length acquired a farm of bis own in Greene township, and to this he

devoted his attention until 1897, when he sold the farm and bought six

acres elig'ihly located in Smithville, where he is now living retired from active

labor, enjoying that rest which he so richly earned during his long and

active life. He is now in comfortable financial circumstances, and is counted

among tbe solid citizens of the township.

Mr. Hartzler has twice been married. On Marcb 3, 1864, be married

Lydia Plank, by whom he had ten children, whose names and the dates of

their births are as follows: Samuel, March 2, 1865; Adam J., September

22, 1866; Fannie S., April 12, 1868; Harvey J., September ii, 1869; Solo-

mon, October 26, 1871; Mary A., September 9, 1873; Elizabeth, January
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i6, 1876; Emma, August i, 1878; Clara and Sarah, twins, June 5, 1881.

Mrs. Lydia Hartzler died on August i, 1881, and in October, 1884, Mr.

Hartzler wedded Arie Yoder, who was born December 31, 1837, the daugh-

ter of Reuben Yoder. Mr. and Mrs. Hartzler are faithful members of the

Amish Mennonite church, to which they give a hearty and liberal support.

In politics Mr. Hartzler is an uncompromising Republican, and takes a com-

mendable interest in local public affairs, though he is not a- seeker after public

office. His influence has ever been given in support of all worthy enterprises

and projects for the general good, so that he stands as a model citizen and

as one who has made a large contribution to the development and progress

of this section of the state.

JESSE H. WEIDMAN.

Erom the study of the life history of Jesse H. Weidman one may learn

valuable lessons. The spirit of self-help is the source of all genuine worth m
the individual and is the means of bringing to man success when he has no

advantages of wealth or influence to aid him. It illustrates in no uncertain

manner what it is possible to accompksh when perseverance and determination

form the keynote to a man’s life. Depending upon his own resources, look-

ing for no outside aid or support, IMr. Weidman has risen to his present high

position in the agricultural circles of Wayne county. Industry, energy and

progressive spTit have ever been dominating characteristics in his makeup

and through these forces he has attained a distinctive degree of prosperity,

while at the same time he has earned the sincere respect of his fellow citi-

zens.

Jesse H. Weidman was born near Belville, Mifflin county, Pennsylvania,

on the 25th of June, 1865, and is a son of Adam and Catharine (Cole) YYkl-

man. These parents are still living at Behille. In 1883 IMr. Weidman,

feeling that larger opportunities for a young man of energy and aml>ition lay

farther west, came to Wayne county, Ohio, and accepted emi)loyment on the

farm as hired hand for three years, then rented a farm for seven years, and

then accepted employment on the Pennsylvania railroad for four years. At

that time his wife -’nherited a farm of ninety-five acres and to the operation

of this place he has since devoted his undivided attention. 'Fhe property is

eligibly located in Greene town.ship and, under the wise management of Mr.

Weidman, has been made to return good profits for tbe labor bestowed. Tie
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is energetic and i^rogressive and manitains the place at the highest standard of

excellence. In addition to the tilling of the soil, Mr. Weidman also gives

some attention to the raising of livestock, in which he has met with gratify-

ing success. He also runs a c’der mill and chop mill. The farm is well im-

proved and is a valuahle property.

On December 24, 1886, Mr. Weidman was united in marriage to Dru-

cilla Kurtz, who was horn in Lawrence county, Pennsylvania. May 21, 1863.

Her mother died when she was hut six weeks old, and she was thereafter

reared by C. H. Yoder, a cousin of her mother. i\Ir. and Mrs. Yoder

brought her to WTyne county, Ohio, when she was but eleven months old and

they gave her the same careful attention and as good an education as they

would have given one of their own children. Mr. Yoder also was a native

of Mifflin county, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Weidman is of German ancestry, her

paternal great-grandfather having been a native of the Fatherland, who, em-

igrating to the Lhiited States, settled in iMifflin county, Pennsylvania. It

was from Mr. hMder that Mrs. Weidman inherited the farm on wdiich she

now lives. i\Ir. and Mrs. Weidman have become the parents of the following

children: Laura, horn December 28, 1887; Allen, born February 19, 1889;

Effie, born February 2, 1892; Frank, born January 4, 1898. The children

are all liwing at home and all have been given the advantage oTa good com-

mon school education.

In religion Mr. Weidman holds to the faith of his ancestors, being a

faithful and consistent member of the Amish Mennonite church. In poli-

tics he is a Republican and takes a commendable interest in local public

affah's. His life has been one of untiring activity and has been crowmed with

a gratifying degree of success. He is of a high type of business man and is

eminently deserving of recognition in a work of this character.

JOSEPH AR^ISTRONG.

The record of an honorable, ipjright life is always read with interest

and it better perpetuates the name and fame of the subject than does a monu-

ment, seen by fe\r and soon crumbling into dust beneath the relentless hand

of time. Those who have valiantly fought and suffered for their country are

especially deserving of an honored place in its annals, and their posterity will

turn with a just pride to these records of the founders and preservers of a
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prosperous, united nation. Among the leading and influential citizens of

Wayne county, Ohio, is Joseph Armstrong, who owns and operates a fine

and fertile farm in section 14. Franklin township. i\Ir. Armstrong was horn

in Saltcreek township. Holmes county, Ohio, on the 6th day of December,

1837. He is descended from sturdy Irish ancestry, his great-grandfather,

Joseph Armstrong, Sr., having been born in county Cavan, province of

Ulster, Ireland, In the year 1800 he brought his family to the United

States, one child dying on the trip across the Atlantic, They settled in A’est-

moreland county, Pennsylvania, where Joseph spent the remainder of his

days. His son Joseph, who also rvas horn in Ireland, married and was the

father of the following children: Thomas, deceased; Joseph, who died July

12, 1833; John S,, father of the subject of this sketch; Nancy, who became

tbe wife of Robert Lisle; Susan, who died April 26, 1829. The father of

these children brought his family to Holmes county, Ohio, in 1816, and set-

tled on a farm which joined the Wayne county line. The land was at that

time densely covered with the primeval forest and Mr. Armstrong at once

entered upon the herculean task of clearing it and rendering it fit for culti-

vation. He married Susan Crowe, whose death occurred October 12, 1852.

Their remains now lie buried in the cemetery at Fredericksburg. Jobn S.

Armstrong, father of the subject, was born in Pennsylvania in 1802 and in

young manhood he accompanied his parents on their removal to Holmes

county. Ohio. His education was necessarily somewhat limited, but he made
up for his limitations in this respect by a large fund of what is sometimes

called "horse sense,” being a man of sound judgment and practical ideas. He
was reared to the life of a farmer and to the pursuit of this vocation he gave

the active years of his life. He was enterprising and progressive and was

numbered among the successful men of his community. He took a marked
interest in the local affairs of the community and in the early days he organ-

ized and trained a company of militia. The splendid farm of one hundred

and sixty acres which he owned was bought of James Moffitt, who lived

in Pennsylvania, and Mr. Armstrong had to make the trip back to that state

with the money in his saddlebags in order to complete the purchase of the

])lace. He was a sturdy old ])ioneer and is still favorably remembered Iw

the older residents of that community. John S. Armstrong married Ann
Johnson .Searight, who was horn October 5, 1807, and to them were horn

the following children; Eliza Jane, horn March 29, 1839, married Luther

M. Roby, and her death occurred y\ugust 15, 1897; Joseph, the subject of

this sktech ;
William Searight, horn August 7. 1839, is a resident of 1 lolmes
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county, this state; Thomas James, born January 20, 1841, now lives on the old

.Vvmstrong farm. v. hich was originally entered from the government; Lucinda

Ellen, born September 29. 1844, died August 3, 1866; Gilbert, born August

I, 1846, li\-es in Fredericksliurg, this county. Mrs. Armstrong was a faith-

ful and acti\’e member of the Presliyterian church. In politics Mr. Armstrong

was a Republican and took an active interest in local public affairs. Ide died

April I, 1880, and his wife died on August 23, 1885, both being buried in the

cemetery at Fredericksburg.

Joseph Armstrong, the immediate subject of this review, attended the old

log school bouses -of the locality where he was raised and his education was

necessarily somewhat limited. He was reared to the life of a farmer and re-

mained at home as his father's assistant until 1862, when, on August 13th,

he responded to his country’s call for defenders, and enlisted at Cleveland in

the Nineteenth Ohio Independent Light Artillery as a private. During the

winter of 1863-4 he Avas stationed at Knoxville, Tennessee, where the army

was besieged by General Longstreet’s rebel forces. During this trying period

the commissar}' supplies of the Lmion were sadly depleted and at one time the

men were reduced to a ration of a half pint of corn meal daily. After they

were extricated from this trying position, they engaged in the celebrated

southern campaign under General Sherman and remained with his anny

until the fall of Atlanta. The company of which the subject was a member

was then ordered back to Nashville, Tennessee, in order to get an ecjuipment

of new guns, their old ones having become practically worn out. During all

his service thus far IMr. Armstrong had sponged and rammed one gun. After

receiving their new e(|uipment, the Nineteenth Artillery did effective service

in the engagements which ended with the defeat of General Hood’s forces.

From Nashville, the Nineteenth went by way of the Tennessee river to the

Ohio, up which they proceeded until stopped by heavy floating ice, when they

were transferred to the railroad and taken to Washington, D. C. From there

they went by water down the Potomac to the ocean and thence up the Cape

Fear river to Wilmington, North Carolina, and then to Raleigh, where they

again became a part of the army under General Sherman, with whom they

remained until the close of the war. Mr. Armstrong recei\'ed an honorable

discharge at Cleveland, Ohio, June 28, 1865, after nearly three years of

hard and faithful service for his country. During this period he passed

through some thrilling experiences and had some close calls from death or

injur}', but escaped without injury.

After the conclusion of his military service, Mr. Armstrong returned
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to his father’s farm and worked there until his marriage, in 1869, when he

located on the farm which he now owns and which is eligibly located in sec-

tion 14, Franklin township. At that time only about sixty acres of the place

had been cleared and the only building there was a rude log cabin. In this

they resided until they could have a house erected, and from that on they

labored energetically and unremittingly to develop the farm into their ideal of

a homestead. In this laudable effort they were successful to an eminent de-

gree and in due time the place came to be known as one of the best farms in

the township, a reputation which it has always sustained. The improvements

made by Mr. Armstrong are of a permanent and substantial nature, embrac-

ing a convenient and attractive residence, large and commodious barn and

other necessary outbuildings. A full line of modern and up-to-date machinery

is employed in the operation of the place and proper attention is given to the

rotation of crops and other features which contribute to the successful opera-

tion of a farm. All the crops common to this section of the country are here

raised and in connection Mr. Armstrong also gives considerable attention to

the breeding and raising of livestock, in which also he has been successful

to a marked degree.

On the 15th of April, 1869, Mr. Armstrong was united in marriage with

Martha Ann Stucker, who was born in Holmes county, Ohio, December 12,

1842, the daughter of Elias and Sarah (Keller) Stucker, both of whom are

now deceased. These parents were natives of Pennsylvania, and came to

Holmes county in 1840. They here applied themselves to the operation of

a farm and spent the remainder of their lives here. To Mr. and Mrs. Arm-
strong have been born the following children: Lyda Jane, born January 21,

1870; Elias Charles, born October 21, 1871 ;
Anna Lucinda, born May 4,

1874, died on the 23d of January, 1897; Sarah Elizabeth, born July 10, 1875,

married Burdett S. Bontrager, of Fredericksburg, November 21, 1906, and

they have one child, Blanche Ola, born September 19, 1907; Blanche, born

October 15, 1878, married Albert G. McCance September 20, 1904, and li\es

in Cleveland, Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong are members of the Congregational church at

Fredericksburg, of which he is a member of the official board in the cajiacity

of trustee. His old army associations are kept alive through his membership

in the A. M. Mass Post, Grand .A.rmy of the Repulilic, at Fredericksburg.

During all the years of his residence in Wayne county, Mr. Armstrong has

enjoyed the unbounded confidence of all who know him and today he is num-
bered among the representative citizens of the township in which he lives.
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FREDERICK KARCH.

There is no element which has entered our composite national fabric that

has been of more practical strength, value and utility than that furnished by

the sturdy, persevering and honorable sons of Germany, and in the progress

of our Union this element has played an important part. Intensely practical,

and ever having a clear comprehension of the ethics of life, the German con-

tingent has wielded a powerful influence, and this service cannot be held in

light estimation by those who appreciate true civilization and true advance-

ment. Among the sons of the Fatherland w'ho have become assimilated with

and an important part of our great national unity, the subject of this sketch

1*= an honorable representative, and because of his consistent life and sterling

qualities of character he well merits representation in this work.

Frederick Karch was born June 16, 1847, in Germany, and is a son

of George and Margaret (Hill) Karch, who brought their family to the

United States in 1851. They located in Saltcreek township, Holmes county,

where the father successfully prosecuted farming operations and stock raising.

He was successful and prospered, owning over two hundred acres of fine farm-

ing land, besides some valuable city property. He was a hard-working man
and enjoyed the high regard of all who knew him. He was in politics a

Democrat and in religion he was affiliated with the Lutheran church, of which

he was an earnest supporter. To George and Margaret Karch were born

six children, Margaret, Melissa, Minnie, Cora, Jacob and Frederick.

Frederick Karch rvas but two years old \vhen the family crossed the At-

lantic and settled in the New World. His boyhood days were spent with his

parents and in the district schools of the home neighborhood he receir ed a

good practical English education. He remained with his parents until he

had attained his legal majority, rvhen he started out in life for himself

For awhile he operated rented land as a farmer, to which vocation he had

been reared, and by dint of ceaseless toil and careful economy he rvas prr).s-

pered so that in a short time he purchased one hundred acres of land in Paint

township. Holmes county, for which he went into debt. His persistent indus-

try, however, enabled him to pay off the incumbrances in due time and he

bought other land as he was able. On March 28, 1905. he purchased the

M. L. Rich farm in Greene township, Wayne county, consisting of two hun-

dred and six acres, which he is now engaged in operating. This place com-

prises two hundred and six acres and is considered one of the best farms in

the township. The first settlement on it was made in 1811, and a monument
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has been erected commemorating that fact. Mr. Karch is progressive and

practical in his methods and keeps his farm buildings, fences and machiiiei'y

in splendid condition. He carries on general farming and stock raising

and is meeting with a measure of success commensurate with the labor be-

stowed.

On March 4, 1869, Mr. Karch was united in marriage with Mary E.

Pounds, who was born in Paint township. Holmes county, Ohio, August 27,

1845. She was reared and received her education in Millersburg, Holmes

county, Ohio. They are the parents of ten children, nine of whom are liv-

ing, namely: (i) Clara V., born November 22, 1869, is the wife of Dr.

Robert Sunkle. ( 2 ) Henry P., born May 17, 1871, married Mary J. Stifler

;

he is an attorney at Cincinnati, Ohio. (3) Charles M., born January 13,

1873, married Nina Close; he is a graduate of St. Lawrence University, of

Canton. New York, and the Georgetown Law School, at Washington. D. C.,

and is now a practicing attorney at Cleveland, Ohio. (4) Alice L., born

March 3, 1875, August i, 1883. (5) Abbie R., born July 2, 1877, is

the wife of R. H. Hanna. (6) Maggie, born January 9, 1879, is single and

is a teacher of music at Cleveland, Ohio. (7) Electa, born Lebruary 13,

1881, is single. She is a graduate of the Millersburg high school and will

graduate at Wooster University in art. (8) Otto H., born September 26,

1883, is unmarried and is a traveling salesman for the Wayne Machine Com-

pany of Wooster. (9) Ula M., born January 26, 1886, unmarried, and (10)

Grover C., September 10, 1887. married Prances Spencer of Holmes county.

The parents of Mrs. Karch both bore the family name of Pounds, though

they were not of kin. Her father, Henry P. Pounds, was born in Mercer

county, Pennsylvania. He was a carpenter in early life, but later followed

farming. He died on March 26, 1903, ha\ ing been preceded to the silent

land a number of years by his wife, whose death occurred in 1875. The sub-

ject’s paternal grandparents, who were slaveholders in Virginia, moved from

that state to Pennsylvania, and thence to Ohio.

Politically the subject of this sketch is an ardent Democrat and takes an

active interest in the trend of public affairs. His religious membership, with

that of his family, is with the Christian church at Orrville, to which they

render a liberal and earnest sui)port. Mr. Karch is a sensil)le and well-

balanced citizen, a good business man and one who keeps thoroughly abreast

of the times. He is highly respected in the township and is justly considered

one of the representative men.
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AMMON S. HALTEMAN.

Among' the prominent and successful citizens of Greene township, Wayne
county, Ohio, must be mentioned Ammon S. Halteman, who is a prosperous

farmer and respected and useful member of society. His valuable estate

attracts attention and favorable comment, not only on account of the evi-

dences of agricultural superiority but also by reason of its attractiveness and

its air of generous comfort. The present condition of the place is due almost

entirely to the efforts of its owner, who is a thoroughly practical man, who

not only takes a deep and intelligent interest in his vocation, but also has a

commendable pride in his surroundings

Ammon S. Halteman was horn in Juniata county, Pennsylvania, on the

26th of February, 1853, and is the son of Abraham and Catharine (Stauffer)

Halteman. The father was born in 1814 and died in 1882, and the mother,

who was born in 1817, died in 1880. They were the parents of seven chil-

dren, Leah, Mary, Jacob, Harriett, Henry, Ammon S. and Sarah. Of these,

the two last named are the only survivors, Sarah being the wife of John

Bergey, of MifRintown, Juniata county, Pennsylvania!

The subject of this sketch was reared under the parental roof and was

early inducted into the mysteries of successful agriculture, with which voca-

tion he has been identified all the years of his h’fe. He attended the common
schools near his home and receii ed a fair education. When he had attained

his majority he worked as a farm hand for various employers, until 1877,

when he caught the western fever and came to Ohio, locating in Wayne
county. Here for a time he was employed as a farm hand, but, at the end of

a year, marrying, he rented h’s mother-in-law’s farm for a few months. In

June, 1879, he bought the farm which he now owns and cultivates and has

confined his attention continuously to it since. The place comprises ninety-

three and a third acres and is considefed one of the fine farms of the town-

ship. Mr. Halteman has erected a fine modern dwelling and made many other

improvements of a substantial nature. He is energetic in his efforts and pro-

gressive in his ideas and has met with a gratifying degree of success as an

agriculturalist.

On November 17, 1878, Mr. Halteman was married to Salome Troyer,

the daughter of Joseph and Lydia (Hostetler) Troyer. She was born in

Greene township on September 20, i860, and received a fair educat’on in the

common schools. To Mr. and Dlrs. Halteman have been born eight chil-

dren, whose names and the dates of birth are as follows; Ira, December 18,
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1881
;
Jacob V.. September 12. 1883; Icie M., February 18, 1886; Ada. May

14, 1892; Roy, April 4, 1894; Ruth, January ii, 1898; Wayne, February

14, 1900; Ward, July i, 1904.

In politics Mr. Halteman is a Republican, having cast his first vote for

Rutherford B. Hayes for President. He takes a commendable interest in puli-

lic affams, though not in any sense a seeker after puldic office. Religiously

he is a member of the Dunkard church and is ser\'ing as a member of the

board of deacons.

The subject gives a thoughtful attention to every phase of his farm work

and keeps in close touch with the latest advances and tlieories relating to the

science of agriculture. Besides cultivating the soil, he is also interested in

the breeding and raising of horses, giving particular attention to the Norman-

Percheron breed. He is a man of many fine personal qualities and is b'ked

by all who know him.

Joseph Troyer, father of Mrs. Halteman, was the son of Jacob Troyer.

The latter was born in Holmes county, Ohio, and located in Greene township,

Wayne county, in about 1814, and here he continued to reside until his death.

Joseph Troyer was reared on a farm in Greene township and secured such ed-

ucation as was possible to secure in the schools of that day, which, as compared

with the schools of the present day, were rather primitive in methods and

equipment. He was a prosperous farmer and was also engaged in the saw-

milling business for a number of years. He commenced his married life a

poor man, but by dint of tireless energy and rigid economy, he was enabled

to secure for himself a good farm and at the time of his death he was in

fairly easy circumstances. He was a man of religious habits and was a

member of the denomination known as the Brethren in Christ. He was the

father of five children, Christ’an, Alattie, Joseph H., Salome and Lydia. He
was born March 29, 1825, and died in 1874.

JOHN M. CRILEY.

The subject of tliis sketch, who fills a large place in the public view and

by his connection with one of the leading financial institutions in northern

Olro, has attained an honorable position in business circles, is a natixe of

Indiana and a son of Re\'. \\\ Criley, a learned and po])ular minister of

the Lutheran church now residing at Indianapolis. Indiana. John M. Ci-ilev

was horn in Indianapolis, March 9, 1869, while his father was stationed in

that city, and rccefi’ed his |)reliminary education at the \arious places to
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which the elder Criley was called during his ministerial labors. Tn this way

^onng• Criley was provided with the best educational facilities obtainable and

his progress was such that while still cjuite young he was enabled to enter insti-

tutions of a higher grade, where in due time he was prepared for college.

His collegiate training consisted of a course in Bucknell University at Lewis-

burg, Pennsylvania, the training thus received being afterwards supplemented

by attendance at Uhttenberg College and Wooster University, Ohio, in both

of which he completed the prescribed courses of study.

On leaving the latter institution Mr. Criley was made professor of math-

ematics in Carthage College, Carthage, Illinois, where he labored with marked

success for a period of three years, rvhen he resigned to become cashier of the

Wayne County National Bank, to which, responsible position he w^as ap-

pointed in the year 1895. Mr. Criley’s experience as a teacher, though of

comparatively brief duration, was eminently honorable and had he seen fit

to devote his life to that field of work he doubtless would have attained an

enviable standing among the distinguished educators of his time. Since turn-

ing his attention to another and entirely different line of effort, however, he

has forged rapidly to the front as an able, well-balanced and jud’cious busi-

ness man, familiar with every phase of banking, thoroughly informed on mon-

etary questions, and among his contemporaries he is regarded as one of the

most capable and accomplished financiers in the northern part of the state.

Mr. Criley has ever manifested a commendable interest in educational

matters and for some years has been one of the trustees of Wooster Uni-

versity, an institution in which he takes especial pride and to the success of

which he has contributed liberally of his time and influence. He also keeps

in close touch wuth other enterprises which make for the progress of Wooster

and the welfare of the people, and is an earnest advocate and liberal patron

of all measures and movements for the social, intellectual and moral advance-

ment of the community in which he resides.

Mr. Criley is a married man and the father of four children, to whose

interests and welfare he is greatly devoted. His wife, formerly Cora Frick,

is a daughter of Jacob Frick, of Wayne county, and the ceremony by which

her name was changed to the one she now so -worthily hears was solemnized

in the year 1892.

JOHN HEINRICH VILLARD.

Representing one of the oldest and best known families in Wayne county,

Ohio, and a man of enterprise and sterling worth, John Heinrich Villard is

well entitled to notice among the representative citizens of the locality of
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which this volume treats, where he is well know 11 and respected by all

classes as a result of his well regulated life and interest in the general welfare

of his county. He was born at Mt. Eaton, Wayne county, Ohio, October i,

1865. He is the son of Frederick and Magdalena (Rudy) Villard. natives

of Switzerland, the father having been born in the canton of Bern, July 4,

1812. He learned the trade of machinist and early in life invented a machine

for making wire nails. He first married, in Swdtzerland, Mary. Chantry. In

1842 he brought his family to the United States and settled on a farm at Mt.

Eaton, Wayne county, Ohio, which he owned until his death and which is

still an undivided estate. He continued his study of mechanics after coming

to America, and secured patents on some useful inventions, but they brought

him no profit as they were not pushed on the market. His wife died here,

and of the five children born to them, these three grew to maturity : Freder-

ick, Sophia and Rosa, the last named now deceased. Mr. Villard’s second

marriage was in 1852, wdien Magdalena Rudy became his wife. She w^as also

a native of Switzerland, born June 30, 1831, and she came to America in

1851. By this marriage twelve children were horn, of wdiom nine grew to

maturity, namely: Mattie, the wife of E. F. Graber; William A., Samuel H.,

Simeon E. ;
Lucy, the wife of L. C. Klein

;
John Heinrich, wdiose name intro-

duces this article; Charles T., Solomon E.
;
Ida, the wdfe of Elmer L. Graber.

The father of this family died in 1888 and the mother is living upon the

homestead.

John H. Villard, of this review, was reared on the home farm and early

in life knew the meaning of hard work. He attended the district schools and

received a very serviceable education. On March 24. 1892, he married Julia

Mathiot, daughter of August C. and Rachael (Fisher) Mathiot. Mrs. Vil-

lard was born at Mt. Eaton, Ohio, and was reared and educated there.

Mr. and Mrs. Villard reside on the old Villard homestead, where Mr.

Villard has passed all the years of his life and which he has managed very

successfully. He also operates a saw-mill and cider press on the place. He is

a citizen whose judgment can be relied upon and his fellow citizens, recogniz-

ing his qualifications, in 1905 elected him county commissioner and as he

served the people to their utmost satisfaction he was re-elected in 1908. His

former record as township assessor, an important office, won him the con-

fidence of his constituents. Politically he is a Democrat. Like his parents,

his religious membership is with the Reformed church. He is one of Paint

township’s best known and most progressive citizens.
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CHARLES NEUROTH.

Eor many years Charles Nenroth has occupied a conspicuous place among

the agriculturalists of Greene township, Wayne county, Ohio. His career

has lieen that of an honorable, enterprising and progressive business man,

whose well-rounded character has enabled him to take an active interest in

education and social and moral affairs, and to keep well informed concerning

current events and the momentous questions affecting the nation. In all life’s

relations he has commanded the respect and confidence of those with whom
he has been thrown in contact and his friends are in number as his acquain-

tances.

Mr. Neuroth is a native son of Wayne county, having been born at Mar-

shallville on the 30th of November, 1862. He is a son of Christopher and

Mary (Lutz) Neuroth. The father, who was a successful agriculturalist and

highly-respected citizen, died in 1909, and his widow now resides at Marshall-

ville.

Charles Neuroth was reared on the home farm at Marshallville until he

was eight years old and received a fair educatMn in the schools of that place.

He remained with his parents until he had attained mature years and his first

employment away from the home farm was as section foreman on the Cleve-

land, Akron & Columbus railroad, which position he held about a year. He
then decided to return to his first love, agriculture, and to this end he bought

the splendid farm of one hundred and twenty-four acres in Greene township,

which he now operates. Practically all of this farm is under cultivation and

on it are raised all the crops common to this section of the country. Mr. Neu-

roth also gives some attention to the raising of livestock, in which he has

met with a gratifying degree of success. He is energetic and methodical

in his farming operations and keeps his place up to the highest standard

of excellence. He has excellent farm buildings and a fine line of modern

farming machinery, and in everything he does he is guided by twentieth-

century methods and means. He is a close reader of authorit’es pertaining'

to advanced agricultural methods and is not slow to adopt that which to him

seems to be practical and reasonable, the result being that he is today con-

sidered one of the progressive farmers of his township.

In June, 1885, Mr. Neuroth was united in marriage to Emma Baar,

who is a native of Greene township, where she was reared and secured her

education. This union has been a most happy and congenial one and has

been blessed in the birth of four children, namely: Clara, born December 12,
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1889; May, born May 8, 1892; and George and Grace, twins, born on October

12, 1896.

Politically Mr. Neuroth is an adherent of the Democratic party and

takes a deep interest in public affairs, serving at the present time as a school

director of his township. In November, 1909, he was elected trustee of the

township for two years. Socially, he ’s a member of the Knights of the Mac-

cabees, in which he carries insurance to the amount of one thousand dollars.

Mr. and Mrs. Neuroth are members of the German Lutheran church, to which

they give a cordial and liberal support. Mr. Neuroth is a man of forceful

individuality and marked intellectuality, and to him has been given the most

unec]uivocal confidence and esteem of the people of the community.

JOHN M. SEIGLEY.

In nearly every community are individuals who by innate ability and

sheer force of character rise above their fellows and win for themselves con-

spicuous places in public esteem. Such an one is the well-known gentleman

whose name appears above, a man who has been identified with the history of

Wayne county for over forty years, during wlr’ch period his life has been

closely interwoven with the material growth and development of the county,

while his career as a progressive man of affairs has lieen synonymous with

all that is honorable and upright in citizenship.

John M. Seigley was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on the ist

day of January, 1859. He is descended from German ancestry, h’s paternal

grandfather, Lawrence Seigley, having been a native of the Eatherland, hut

came to the United States in an early day and settled on a farm in Lancaster

county, Pennsylvania. He was a man of energy and enterprise and was suc-

cessful in his vocation. He and his v\fife were the parents of five children,

John, Benjamin, Lawrence, Barbara and Mary, and of these, John was the

father of the subject of this sketch. John Seigley brought his fanfily to the

Buckeye state in 1868 and settled on a farm in the northern part of Greene

township, Wayne county. Here he remained until 1878, when he moved to a

farm in section 34, where he spent the remainder of his life, his death occur-

ring in August, 1899. He married Barbara Mellinger, who survh’ed him

about ten years, dying in February, 1909. They were the parents of three

children, namely: Jacob, who married Mary Krick and is o])erating a farm

in East Union township; John M., the immediate subject of this sketch, and

Anna, the wife of Joseph Royer, of Greene township. Though poor in this
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world’s goods when he started out in life for himself, Mr. Seigley was suc-

cessful. in all that he undertook and at the time of his death he owned a fine

farm, ^alued at seven thousand dollars. He was a Republican in politics and

stood high in the esteem of his fellow citizens, having served for six years as

township trustee, the responsible duties of which he discharged to the com-

plete satisfaction of his fellow citizens. He was a faithful and active member

of the United Brethren church.

John aI. Seigley was a lad of nine years when his parents came from

their Pennsylvania home to Wayne county, Ohio, and here he has spent all his

life since. He was early put to work on the farm and during the winter sea-

sons he was given the advantage of attendance at the common schools, most

of his schooling being at Smithville. He continued to work at farm labor

l)y the day until he was twenty-six years old, when he rented his father-in-

law’s farm and operated h for eight years. During the following six years

he operated another rented place, and was then enabled to purchase the fine

farm of seventy acres in Greene township, where he now lives. He is a pro-

gressi\e and enterprising agriculturist, exercising a sound judgment and

wise discrimination in all that he does, with the result that his efforts have

been crowned with a gratifying measure of success. His farm buildings are

all kept in the liest of condition and he possesses a full line of modern and up-

to-date farming machinery, so that his operations are carried on under the

best possible conditions. Mrs. Seigley is also the owner of a splendid farm

of one hundred and five acres in Milton township, which is considered a choice

piece of land.

In matters political Mr. Seigley gives his support to the Republican

party and is at present time serving efficiently as the treasurer of Greene

township. About ten thousand dollars in public funds passes through his

hands annually and he is recpiired to give a heavy bond. Religiously, Mr.

Seigley is a member of the United Brethren church, as is his wife, and they

give to this society their earnest support.

Mr. Seigley married Amanda A. Tschantz, the daughter of Jacob

Tschantz. She was born in Wayne county, Ohio, November lo, 1858, and

received her education in the common schools of her home township. They

are the parents of two children, Nettie E., born August 3, 1890, and Frank

M., born June 22, 1896. Mr. Seigley possesses sound judgment and superior

business ab'ilities, and as a farmer he has taken high rank among his neigh-

bors, w'ho look upon him as a model agriculturist and regard him with favor

.iS a man of broad intelligence and a leader in movements for the general pros-

perity of the community. He is of a genial disposition and makes friends of

all he meets.
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DANIEL STEINER.

Among all branches of history, there is none more instructive or more

eagerly sought after than that which truthfully delineates the rise and prog-

ress of the state, county or community in which the reader lives. There is

pleasure as veil as profit to every intelligent mind in contemplating the .‘'trrg-

gles of the early settlers in every portion of the great West ; ho ,v they en-

countered and successfully overcame every species of trial, hardship and dan-

ger to which men in that stirring period were sulyjected. But these things

strike us more forcibly and fill our minds with more immedi'i’te interest when

confined to our own locality \vhere we can yet occasionally meet with some of

the silver-haired actors in those early scenes, men whose bravery in encounter-

ing the manifold troubles and misfortunes incident to frontier times has 1 orne

an important part towards making Ohio w’hat it now is, and whose acts, in

connection with hundreds of others in the first settling of our vast domain

have compelled the world to acknowledge us an invincible people. The early

settlement of Wayne county was marked Iw as much heroism and daring as

characterized the frontier history of any other section of the state. Her pio-

neers V ere men of invincible courage, undaunted by the obstacles which con-

fronted them, and the results of their self-sacrificing labors are today seen

in tbe wonderful achievements they wrought in laying the foundation upon

which their successors have builded wisely and well. The great majority of

these vete''ans of the early day long since finished their work and are now
slee])ing the ])eaceful sleep which knows no waking on this side of the mystic

st’'cam. 1'o meet and converse with the few living representatives of the early

])ioneer period, those who came here as children, or as very young men and

'omen, and are now approaching or have ])assed the allotted three score years

and ten. stoo]ied with age, venerable patriarchs mostly, and their white-haired

(omp'unons and helpmeets, is one of the peculiar experiences and pleasing

tasks which falls to the lot of the writers of these pages. To gather up the

raveled and now mostly broken threads of the strange lint simple stories of

their lives, to catch the fleeting facts of their histories and hand them on to

jiosterity, might well he the ambitious lalior of any man’s life. Among the

liono’Td old pioneers and worthy citizens of Wriyen countv was numbered him

V hose name a])pear.s at the head of this sketch, who died December id, Ktoq.

at the v’enerable age of eighty-seven years and fourteen days, after an illness

of t\- () \' eeks at the home of his sons, David and Noah C., in (Ircenc town-

rh'p,

Daniel vSteiner was a native of Alsace, Erance, where he was born De-
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cember 2, 1822. the son of Peter and Barbara (Lughinbihl) Steiner. The

father, Peter Steiner, brought his family to the United States in 1828, coming

at once’ to Greene township, Wayne county, Oh'o, where, in the following

June, he bought one hundred and seventy-two acres of land. The land was

densely covered with the primeval forest growth, through which wandered

many varieties of wild animals, and the task of clearing this land and ren-

dering it fertile for cultivation was one of herculean proportions. Never-

theless, in due time the task was accomplished and here the father h’ved until

his death, in 1844. His widow survived him a number of years, her death

occurrino- in 18-8. Thev were members of the Swiss Mennonite churcho -

and were people of eminent respectability in their community. They were

the parents of seven chddren, John, Peter, Christ, Ulrich, Jacob, Barbara and

Daniel. Of these, Daniel was the last survivor, having been but five years old

when the family located on the farm where he lived at his death.

Daniel Steiner was reared on the paternal homestead and received his ed-

ucation in a private school and the district schools of the neighborhood. The

latter, in that early day, were somewhat primhive in equipment and methods,

but the scholars here learned the rudiments of an education, which many of

them supplemented through their lives by practical experience and close ob-

servation. Daniel Steiner was early put to work on the farm and performed

his full share of the labors thereon. He remained with his father until his

marriage in 1853, at which time he bought the home place, comprising one

hundred and seventy-two acres, to which he subsecjuently added by purchase

a tract of sixty-four acres and one of forty-seven acres, all of which he ac-

(juired by dint of his own strenuous labor, combined with sound judgment

and rigid economy. During all his active years, Mr. Steiner was a hard-

working man, sparing himself at no time and never askhig others to do more

than he himself was willing to undertake. He carried on a general line of

farming, and also gave considerable attention to the raising of livestock, in

both of which lines of endeavor he was prospered greatly. He spent prac-

ticallv hT entire life on the home place, with the exception of a trip that he

and his wife made to Missouri, Illinois, Iowa and Indiana, and Putnam and

Allen counties of this state. He enjoyed remarkably good health up to with-

in a short time of his death, which he attributed to the fact that most of his

life was spent out of doors and to the good care he took of himself. De-

spite his years, his intellect was bright and keen and he could tell man)"

interesting reminiscences of the early days, when this section of the country

gave little promise of the wonderful development wlr'ch now characterizes it.
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On June 12, 1853, Daniel Steiner was nnitecl in marriage with IMagda-

line Basinger, who was born in the state of Virginia Feljruary 2, 1828. Her

family moved first to Mahoning county, Ohio, but eventually located in

Pandora, Putnam county, Ohio, where Mr. Stehier met his future wife. To
this union were born ten children, namely : Fannie, the wife of David Am-
stutz

;
Peter R., who is mentioned in a following paragraph; David, who is

married since Thanksgiving day, 1909, and lives at home; John S.. of Baugh-

man township, th’s county; Daniel, a jeweler and optician, married Lavina

Welty and lives at Orrville, this county; Noah married Sarah Giser; Mary

B. married to Philip Hilty; and Sarah, to John Zimmerly, both farmers;

Barbara died in 1897. Mr. Steiner was a faithful and consistent member of

the Mennonite church and enjoyed the highest esteem of all who knew him.

H’s long life in this community was characterized by rugged honesty and

sterling integrity and the unbounded confidence of the entire community was

his at all times.

Peter R. Steiner was born January 9, 1856, and was reared on the pa-

ternal homestead, where he has spent all his days. He received a fair com-

mon school education, supplementing this by attendance at the normal school

conducted by Prof. J. B. Eberly at Smithville. Thus equipped, he began

teaching school, in which vocation he achieved a distinctive success, contin-

uing this work during the following eleven winters, his vacations being de-

voted to work on the farm. He has been a hard and energetic worker in

whatever line of effort he has engaged, and has been prospered to a gratify-

ing degree. He is now the owner of forty-seven and a half acres of splendid

land in Greene township and engages hi the conduct of general agriculture,

combined with which he is interested in the buying and selling of horses, in

which also he has met with much success. He is a splendid judge of horse-

flesh and has handled many fine animals. His property is well improved

hi every respect and he is considered one of the enterprising and progressive

farmers of Greene township. David and Noah C. Steiner are giving much

attention to the raising of fine blooded horses and Shorthorn cattle. They

also buy and sell horses of the very best quality.

On May i, 1884, Mr. Steiner married Caroline Welty, a natii'e of Put-

nam county, Ohio, where she was reared. They became the jiarents of si.v

children, Clarence, Earl, Dillia, Edna. Sylvia and one that (bed in infancy.

Mrs. Caroline Steiner died on Eehruary it, 1893, and suhsecpiently Mr.

,‘^teiner wedded Anna V. Burkholder, to which union were horn three chil-

dren. Velma, Isie and hAa. Of the subject's children, it may he stated that

Clai'ence gi'aduated from the Marshallville high school, taught several terms
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of school and then entered Wooster University, graduating in the depart-

ment of mechanical engineering. Earl, who graduated at the Marshallville

high school, was a teacher and studied for the ministry at Collinwood.

Dillia graduated from the Orrville high school and is now a successful teach-

er. Sylvia was a graduate of the Orrville high school, class of 1910.

Mr. Steiner is in politics an adherent of the Democratic party and takes

an active interest in the success of that ticket, though not an aspirant for office

himself. His religious membership is in the Mennonite church. He is public

spirited in his attitude towards every movement calculated to bene.ht the com-

munity in any way and he enjoys to a high degree the respect and confidence

of his fellow men.

WILSON STEELE.

This progressive and substantial citizen of the northern part of Wayne
county is the scion of sterling pioneer ancestors and his active and useful life

has contributed much to the development of the community where he now re-

sides. Hhlson Steele was bom in Milton township, east of Sterling, December

12, 1872. Llis family history goes back to his great-great-grandfather, An-

drew Steele, who came to Wayne county, Ohio, from Pennsylvania in i8t7

with his six children, Jacob, Andrew, Michael, John, William and Mary. Lit-

tle is known of this family except the second son, Andrew, the great-grand-

father of Wilson Steele, who was born in Pennsylvania, August 26, 1792. and

died May 23, 1854. He married his cousin, Mary Steele, who was born March
6. 1800, and who died November 23, 1882. To this union six children were

born, namely: William, born November 9, 1819, died March 15, 1845; An-
drew, born December 20, 1821, died September 23, 1900: Eli. born June 24,

1824, died December 7, 1898: Enoch, born January 7, 1826: Mary, born about

1830, died when but two years old; Phoebe, born May 22, 1833. This family

came to Milton township when the country cvas wild and settled in the forests,

when .-Vndrew, uncle of AVilson Steele, was but three years old. He (An-
drew, Jr.) married Mary E. Stiles, of Guilford township, Medina county,

Ohio, on November 13, 1847. She uas l)orn December 25, 1830. Nine
children were born to this union, namely; Annis L., born February 8, i8s3;
Sarah J., born April 26, 1855: Albert D., born June 4, 1858-; Emma F., born

September 20, 1861 ; Ella D., born February 6, 1865 ;
AA^illard E. and Willis

yi. (twins), born May 18. 1869. Andrew Steele. Jr., was an extensive

farmer. Johnnie Steele, the oldest member of the family, married Ida AAHr-



MR.

AND

MRS.

WILSON

STEELE





WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 977

ren, April 5, 1876, and moved to Kansas; they had two children, a boy and a

girl; Johnnie Steele died September 7, 1880; Mary Steele married Perry Nye

in October, 1868
;
Elva, Mabel, Bertha, Delpha and Harry were born to her,

and her death occurred March 27, 1882; this family lived near Sterling, but is

now scattered; Annis, born February 8, 1853, married Sherman Johnson,

March 17, 1873, settled in Litchfield, Medina county, on a large farm and

reared a good, industrious family. Sarah married Justin Wideman, December

4, 1878, and lived in Creston
;
their only son, Claud, died when about four

years old and the mother died May 20, 1890; Albert married Jennie B richer

in November, 1882, and lives in Seville, and has these children : LaVonne,

Earl, Roy, Hoyt, Harold and Ralph (twins). LaVonne married Mr. Go^es

and moved to California. Emma married Medwin Nye, December 4, 1878,

and lives in Creston, this county
;
three daughters were born to them, one dying

when small
;
Ella married William Priest, November 4, 1885, and lives in

Gallon, Ohio
;
Willis died at home, February 27, 1893 ;

Willard married May
Daniels, March 28, 1895, and lives on a farm near LeRoy, Medina county,

Mariam being their only child. Uncle Eli Steele married Jane Carnahan and

lived in Medina county, near Eriendsville, reared a large family and was an ex-

tensive farmer. Aunt Jane died on November 7, 1900.

Enoch Steele, grandfather of Wilson Steele, of this review, was the

youngest of the sons in his father’s family. He was educated in the home
schools and has followed farming. At one time he owned two hundred acres

of land and carried on general farming in a very successful manner, but he is

now living retired. However, he remains on his farm, which he oversees in

a general way. Enoch Steele first married Eliza Sauers in 1850 and her

death occurred March 12. 1865. To this union were born : Calvin, March 17,

1851, who married Mary Kaufman, December 27, 1874 ; they live north of

Creston on a farm and have two sons, Warren and Clarence
;
Edgar L., whose

record is found in a following paragraph ; Addle, born October 12, 1855, mar-

ried John Hunter, April 20, 1882, and she lives in Seville ; Mr. Hunter died

May 30, 1 904 ; Alfred Steele, who was born March 17, 1858, married Ella

Shreffler, October 20. 1881 . lives in Ashland and they ha\-e three children

living, Bert, Ada and Retta, all married, one of their family being deceased.

Enoch Steele was again married in t868, his second wife being Phoebe John-

son. and the follow ing children were born to them ; Loda, born January 20.

1871, nrirried William Glessner, June 17, 1891 . li\-es in C'reston and thev have

thiee children, Madge, Jfarl and Nelson
; Delieu, born ,\pril 5. 1 873, married

]f\-a Critz, May 2, i89(), and they live in Sterling, Mr. Steele drixing a mail

route; thev ha\-e no children
;
Idlly, who was born Se])tcml)er 3, 1 882. is still

( 92 )
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living at home and is a great help to the old folks; Phoehe Steele married

John Kindig and lived on a large farm in Guilford township, Medina county,

f)hio; they ha\e reared a large family, most of them living on farms in that

county. Uncle John Kindig died October 12, 1898.

Edgar L., the second child of Enoch Steele, was born Eebruary 3, 1853,

and was educated in the home schools. Ele took up farming and at one time

he owned in M’ayne and Medina counties three hundred and fifty-five acres of

excellent farming land. In 1903 he left the home farm, located just west of

Sterling and he has since resided in Seville, where he deals in livestock and

farms a small place, which he owns there. He was married in 1872 to Eliza-

beth J. Lance, daughter of Abraham and Sarah Lance, and they became the

parents of the following children : Wilson of this review, Arthur, Mar3^

Wdlliam and Floyd. These children received a good educational training in

the common schools at Sterling. In 1905, Wilson and his brother, Arthur,

purchased the one hundred and sixty acres where they now live. It is the

old Smith place, formerly owned by their father. They followed farming in

partnership until 1909, when they divided the place, each now owning one-

half. Ahlson's eighty acres lie on the west side of the road and Arthur’s on

the east, just opposite. They have brought the old place up to a high standard

of excellence, improved it in every way possible and it yields abundant har-

A'ests from year to year.

W’ilson Steele was married Januaiw 20, 1900, to Lynnie Coolman, daugh-

ter of George Coolman, of Guilford township, Medina county, and to them the

following children have been born : Mida, born December 18. 1900; LaVonne,

born Xovember 30, 1902; and Merlyn, born August 25, 1904.

Whlson Steele is a Democrat in his political relations and he takes con-

siderable interest in local politics. He very abK and creditabty served for a

period of three years as assessor of Milton township. Fraternally he is a

member of the Royal Arcanum.

Arthur Steele was born July 30, 1875, he has always followed farm-

ing, now owning the eighty acres adjoining that of his brother Afilson, men-

tioned above. He married in February, 1904, Laura Coolman. daughter of

George Coolman, mentioned in a preceding paragraph. To Arthur Steele and

wife the following children have been born: Ira, Fern and Alfreda. Arthur

Steele is a Democrat and he, too, has been active in local affairs, having served

as townshin assessor for two years.

Mary Steele was born November 8, 1877. She married Albert Shook and

they make their home in IMedina county, this state, and are the i^arents of three

children, namelv : Zuilla, Harold and Tressa.



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 979

William Steele, born October 31, 1879, was educated at the Sterling high

school and he remained on the farm until his father went to Seville. He and

his brother, Floyd, soon entered the butcher business in Seville, which they

followed three years. In 1907 they returned to the home place and have since

followed general farming there. William Steele was married to Edna Loehr

on March 10, 1909, and he and his wife have one son, Ernest Dwight.

Eloyd Steele was born November 4, 1885, and was educated in the

Sterling high school. He married, April i, 1908, Ada Blackburn, and they

are the parents of one child, Viola.

The Steele family have long been connected with the ETnited Brethren and

Baptist churches, and they have been, most of them. Democrats for many
generations. No family is better known in Wayne county or held in higher

favor, for they all delight in keeping untarnished the good reputations estab-

lished by the first Steeles who came to this locality.

AMOS BURKHOLDER.

We now come to a consideration of the more salient points in the life

history of one of the representative agriculturists of Wayne county, one who
stands forward as a native son of the county and a member of a sterling

pioneer family. His name has ever been synonymous with upright manhood

and good citizenship; he has given his influence and means to the betterment

of society, to schools and church, to the support of good government and to

the industries which have had an important bearing on the advancement of

the prosperity and material upbuilding of the county.

Amos Burkholder was born on the old Burkholder homestead in sec-

tion 20, Greene township, Wayne county, Ohio, January 3, 1865, and is a

son of Jonathan S. and Elizabeth (Smucker) Burkholder. The paternal

grandparents were John and Barbara (Schrock) Burkholder, the former of

whom was born in Switzerland in 1801. He came to the United States with

an uncle in 1817 and located first in Pennsylvania, where he was employed on

farms hy the month for six years. In 1823 he came to Wayne county, Ohio,

and located on what is now known as the old Burkholder farm. He was

first employed hy his uncle, Benjamin Schrock, whose daughter Barbara he

married. They became the parents of four children. Jonathan, Jonas, Nancy

and Sarah. Jonathan Burkholder was reared to manhood on the paternal

homestead and on attaining mature years he married Elizabeth Smucker, to



980 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

which union were born nine children, Sarah, Anna, Caroline, Menno, Noah

S., Simeon D., Amos J., Joseph and an infant that died unnamed.

Amos Burkholder was reared by \vs parents and as soon as old enough

he took up his share of the manifold duties of the farm. During the winter

seasons he attended the district schools and secured a fair education. At

the age of twenty-one years he took up the operation of the home farm on the

shares, and eventually he was enabled to buy a portion of the place, being

now the owner of one hundred and twenty acres of splendid and fertile land

in Greene township. He is a wide-awake and up-to-date farmer and keeps in

close touch with the latest ideas relating to the successful prosecution of the

science of agriculture. Progressive in his tendency, he does not hesitate to

adopt those methods which have been demonstrated to be better than former

methods. Mr. Burkholder gives his personal attention to every detail of the

farm work and has met with a gratifying degree of success. The property is

well improved and is considered one of the good farms of the township.

On the I2th of February, 1898, Mr. Burkholder marr’ied Emma, the

daughter of Rev. D. Z. Yoder, her birth having occurred in Wayne county,

Ohio, December i, 1872. The union has been a most congenial one and has

been blessed in the birth of six children, namely : David F., born July 24,

1902; Glenn E., born August 18, 1903; Ora J., born June 26, 1905, died on

the 29th of the same month; an infant, born October 8, 1906, and died on the

9th; Mary E., born March 30, 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Burkholder and their

children are all members of the Amish Mennonite church, to which they

give an earnest and generous support. In m.atters political Mr. Burkholder

assumes an independent attitude, though he is generally inclined to support

the Democratic ticket. Mr. and Mrs. Burkholder are intelligent and pro-

gressive people and have traveled extensively, having spent some time in

Virginia, Iowa, Missouri, Texas and Indiana. They are a genial and gracious

couple in their relations with their friends and their home is the center of a

large social circle, where the most gracious hospitality is ever in evidence.

JACOB C. SNURE.

One of the fine farm properties of Franklin township, Wayne county,

Ohio, is that owned by Mr. Snure. who has been a resident of this countv for

se\ enty years, or continuously since his birth, and who is known as one of the

progressix e ?nd successful business men of this section of the county, and as a







WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 981

citizen whose life has been dominated by high principles and a determination

to achieve a success worthy of the name, so that he has not been denied the

fullest measure of confidence and esteem. Such are the men who are partic-

ularly worthy of consideration in a publication of this nature, for they have

been of the world’s workers and have played well their assigned part in the

making of history.

Jacob C. Snure was born in Franklin township, Wayne county, Ohio, on

the ist day of April. 1839, and is a son of Levi and Hannah ( Snyder) Snure.

L.evi Snure was born in Venango county, Pennsylvania, in 1814. In very

early youth death deprived him of his father and in 1835 he came to Wayne

county, Ohio, with the maternal grandfather, Jacob Snyder, and family. The

trip was made by wagon and they located on the road about one and a half

miles north of the village of Moorland. This was in 1835 and Levi had mar-

ried prior to the removal. He first located in East Union township, but a

short time afterwards he went to Franklin township and began farming.

Subsequently he moved to Holmes county, but eventually he returned to

^^Tvne county and bought a farm, on which he resided until his death, which

occurred in 1900. His wife had died in 1898, and their remains were interred

in the cemetery at Wooster. They were members of the old Lutheran

church, to which they gave an earnest and effectual support. In politics Levi

Snure was a Republican and was active in local political matters, having served

several terms as township assessor. They were the parents of the following

children ; Mary Ann, deceased
;
Julia is the widow of W. V. Knox and resides

in East Union township: Jacob C. is the subject of this sketch: Henry, who
married Mary Firestone, and lives at Fredericksburg, was a soldier in the Civil

war as a member of the One Hundred and Twentieth Regiment Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry: Elizabeth, who lives in Indiana, is married to James A'Mngilder:

Susan is the wife of Michael Kauffman: George, who lives in Indiana, mar-

ried a Miss Iseley : William lives on the Frederick road in Franklin township;

Eliza Jane is the wife of Levi Geitgey, of Franklin township: John, deceased:

two that died in infancy.

Jacob C. Snure was reared under the parental rooftree and received his

education in the district schools of the township. He was reared to the life of

a farmer and has followed that occupation all his active years. He first took

up operations on his own account on the old McClelland farm, but eventually

he bought the fine farm in section 2 which he now owns. He is now prac-

tical!}' retired from active work, though he still maintains a live interest in

every detail of his business. He has always been progressive in his methods

and made many ])ermanent and substantial impro\ements on his ])roperty,

which is numbered among the fine farms of the community.
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Mr. Snure took unto himself a helpmeet in the person of Jane Ryno, who

was born in Millbrook, Clinton township, Wayne county, Ohio, and to them

have been born the following children : Charles, who lives at Rochester, Penn-

sylvania, married Catherine Copeland, and they have two children, John and

Charles; Henry Vernon, of Franklin township, married Mary Metzler, and

they have three children, Forest, Virgil and Viola, the two last named being

twins; Rosella is the wife of William Newstetter, of Franklin township; Levi

married Cora Rouch and the)^ have two children, Helen and Walter; Wilbur,

of Franklin township, married Millie James and to them has been born one

child, Eveline, deceased.

In matters political, Mr. Snure has given his support to the Republican

party and been actively interested in local public affairs, though he has not at

any time been an aspirant for public office. Religiously, Mr. and Mrs. Snure

are members of Methodist Episcopal church at Moorland, to which they give

an earnest and generous support. Fraternally, he was a member of Given

Post, No. 133, Grand Army of the Republic, at Wooster, this membership

being particularly consonant from the fact that in 1864, when the fires of

Southern rebellion were still burning fiercely, he volunteered his services and

for one hundred days was a member of the One Hundred and Sixty-ninth

Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was formerly active in the Grand

Army of the Republic, but advancing years made it inconvenient for him to

attend the meetings regularly and he has obtained a discharge. In every

avenue of life's activities in which he has engaged, Mr. Snure has acted well

his part and in no case has done anything which might forfeit the unbounded

confidence of the community ivhich he has so long enjoyed. His life has been

controlled and governed by the highest principles and his support has ever been

found on the right side of e\’ery movement calculated to advance the best

interests of the community.

JONAS SMUCKER.

The gentleman to a review^ of wdiose career rye now call the reader's at-

tention is one of the representative citizens of Wayne county and one of the

most substantial farmers of Greene township, having maintained his home in

this locality practically all his life, nearly three score years, being a descendant

of one of the early and influential families of this county. His birth occurred

in the towmsh'p and county mentioned above on June i, 1840, and he is the son

of David and Anna (Brant) Smucker, the former a native of Lancaster coun-



WAYNE COUNTY^ OHIO. 983

ty. Pennsylvania. He came to Wayne county, Ohio, when a young man with

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Christian Smucker, and they settled in section 16,

Greene township, where they remained for some time, but later mo\'ed to

Wayne township, and here the grandfather, Christian Smucker, spent the

remainder of h’s life. David Smucker remained on the farm in Greene town-

ship and there married Anna Brant, whose parents came from Switzerland.

To Mr. and Mrs. David Smucker eight children were born, one dying in in-

fancy; John is deceased; Elizabeth, Sarah, Gideon, David, Nancy, Jonas and

Catharine.

Jonas Smucker was reared in Greene township and here he worked on

the home farm and attended the district schools during the winter months, re-

ceiving a fairly good common school education for those days. When he

was twenty-one years of age he began life for himself, renting the old farm

for a per'od of six years
;
having prospered, he purchased the same and is still

living on it. It consisted originally of one hundred and sixty-six acres, but

the total number of acres at present is one hundred and fifty. Although the

land was first tilled many years ago, the Smuckers have been such careful

farmers that they have not allowed the soil to grow thin, but on the contrary

it has been strengthened and bounteous harvests are yet reaped from year to

year. On it stand a good house, barn and fences, and general farming and

stock raising are successfully carried on.

Mr. Smucker was married on January 14, 1864, to Sarah Yoder, a na-

t’ve of Greene township, having been born here on September 23, 1848, the

daughter of Peter Yoder, a native of Pennsylvania, and a prosperous farmer.

To Mr. and Mrs. Smucker eleven children have been born, ten of whom are

living, namely; Malin-da, May 18, 1865; John, September 28, i866; Adeline,

October 23, 1868; Noah, April 3, 1871; Simon, September 25, 1873; Peter,

September 4, 1875 ;
Sarah is deceased

;
Mary, born March 21, 1880

;
Emanuel

and Daniel (twins)
,
born March 17, 1883; Ellen, born November 1 7, 1 884.

The mother of these children passed from earth in Januarv, 1889, and on

January 6, 1891, Mr. Smucker was married to IMagdalena Yoder, who was

born January 28, 1857, the daughter of Jacob Yoder. Pier birth occurred in

Mahoning county, Ohio, and she was reared in Michigan and went to school

in that state. Five children were horn to this union, namelv : Fannie, March

8, 1892; Effie, October 12, 1893; Emma, born October 31, 1895; Lvdia,

March 31, 1898, died A])ril 7, following; Katie. January 4, 1901.

Members of this family belong to the Amish Memionite church. Mr.

Smucker is an advocate of temperance and he \’otes the Prohilr'tion ticket.

He is an honorable and neighborly man, and has many friends.
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ALBERT P. WALTER.

I'here may lie found in almost all American communities quiet, retiring

men, who never seek official preferment or appear prominently in public affairs,

\ et nevertheless exert a widely felt and beneficent influence in the community,

helping to construct or solidify the foundation upon which the social or polit-

ical world rests. Such a man is the honored subject of this review, and he has

ever been found faithful to duty, under whatever aspect it has presented itself,

never sacrificing integrity and honor to personal expediency and so living as to

command unqualified confidence and esteem among those with whom he has

come in contact in the various relations of life.

Alliert P. Walter, who is the owner of a fine farm in East Union town-

ship, Wavne county, was born in Holmes county, this state, on October 26,

r868, and is a son of Joseph and IMary ( Stouff ) \\Hlter. These parents were

l)oth natives of France, where they were reared, educated and married, and

from whose vine-clad hills they came to the L'nited States in the hope of bet-

tering their fortunes. They were poor in this world's goods when they ar-

rived in the L^nited States, but the father was energetic and honest and was en-

abled to save money. He was a tailor by trade and worked at that employ-

ment for a number of years here before sending back to France for his family.

They first lived in Massillon, Ohio, and later in Fredericksburg, Wayne county.

iMr. Walter then liought a little farm of ten acres in Holmes county, to which

the family removed. The father was practical and energetic in his agricul-

tural labors and at length was enabled to add to his possessions, buying addi-

tional land until at the time of his death he was the owner of eighty acres,

which he had developed into a splendid farm. To him and his wife were

born the following children
: Joseph, Henry, Mary, Josephine, .\deline, J. A.,

Julius, Charles, Jane, Celia and .Xlliert P. Of these, Joseph, Adeline, Charles

-md IMarv are deceased.

Alliert P. MHlter was reared on the Holmes county farm and secured his

education in the common schools off his home neighborhood. As soon as old

enough he took a hand in the farm work and continued to assist his father

until he was nineteen years of age, when he attended the Ohio State Normal
I’niversity at Ada, with the idea of following the pedagogical profession. He
v, as granted a license to teach and followed that occupation one term, at the

end of which time he decided that agriculture offered the most promising re-

turns and returned to th 't employment. He married about this time and dur-

ing the following three years he and his wife lived on rented land in Holmes
county. In 1896 they located on rented land in East Union township, where

they remained three years, and then for the same length of time they were on
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rented land in Wayne township. In 1902 Mr. Walter bought eighty-two acres

of fine land in section 17, township 16 north, range 12 west, and bought the

east half in 1909. He rents it to a tenant, but will operate it. This one-fourth

section is peculiar in that it has a public road clear around it, no other farm

being so located in the township. He has improved and developed it until to-

day it is considered one of the fine farms- of the township. He started in his

independent career with but little in the way of worldly goods, but by dint

of persistent industry, wise management and rigid economy he has accumulated

a handsome property and is on the fair road to affluence. He has made a

number of permanent and substantial improvements on the place, the general

appearance of which reflects great credit on the owner. IMr. Walter carries

on a general line of farming, in connection with which he gives considerable

attention to the breeding and raising of live stock, in which also he has been

successful to a gratifying degree.

On the 5th of September, 1893, Mr. Walter was united in the holy bonds

of matrimony with Lucy E. Rouhier, who was born in Saltcreek township,

Wayne county, Ohio, May i, 1872. She was reared on a farm and secured a

good practical education in the common schools. She is a woman of many fine

c[ualities and has proven to her husband a true helpmeet in the broadest sense

of the word. They have become the parents of the following children : Mabel,

born September 6, 1894; John, born February 24, 1896, and Lloyd, born May
2, 1899.

In religious faith Mr. and Mrs. Walter are Catholics and hold their mem-
bership in the church of that faith at Wooster, to which society they give a

generous support. In political faith Mr. Walter is a Democrat and takes an

active interest in the success of his party. Though he does not aspire to public

office of any nature, he was recently elected trustee of his township and in the

discharge of his official duties he is giving eminent satisfaction.

As a man and citizen Mr. Walter is highly esteemed in the community and

occu])ies a conspicuous place in the confidence of the public. He is a man of

strong personality and represents a distinct type of the best American citizen-

shi]). He has always been interested in every enterprise for the general wel-

fare of the community and liberally sipiports every calculated to benefit his fel-

low men.

DANIEL RAAISEYER.

There is no positive rule for achieving success, and yet in the life of the

successful man there are always lessons 'which might well be followed. The
man who gains prosperity is he who can see and utilize the opportunity that
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came in his path. The essential conditions of human life are ever the same,

the surroundings of individuals differ but slightly
;

and when one

man passes another on the highway of life to reach the goal of prosperity

before others who perhaps started out before him, it is because he has the

power to use ad\ antages which probably encompass the whole human race.

Today among the prominent citizens and successful men of Greene township,

Wayne county, Ohio, stands Daniel Ramseyer. The qualities of keen dis-

crimination, sound judgment and executive ability enter very largely into his

make-up and have been contributing elements to the material success which has

come to him.

Daniel Ramseyer was born in Stark county, Ohio, on the 30th of July,

1853, and is a son of Peter and Barbara (Reich) Ramseyer. He is descended

from sturdy Swiss ancestry, h's grandfather on the paternal side, John Ram-

seyer, hai’ing been a native of that far-away republic from which has come

such a desirable element into our national population. John Ramseyer was

a poor man when he came to the United States, having to borrow part of the

passage money. His son, the subject’s father, afterwards helped to repay this

debt. He landed in this country in 1834 and came at once to Stark county,

Ohio, where he spent his remaining days. He never succeeded in accumu-

lating much material property and died a comparatively poor man. He was

the father of several children, all of whom were reared to lives of honesty

and integrity. His son Peter was loyal to his parents and worked hard,

contributing to their support out of his meager earnings. So closely did he

stint himself that when he had attained manhood and married he was the

possessor of but fifty cents in cash. After his marriage he worked for his

father-in-law and. being a man of energy, sound judgment and wise economy,

he managed to save some money. Subsequently he bought a small farm in the

hills of Stark county, going into debt for most of the purchase price. Com-
mencing with a yoke of oxen, he went manfully to work and succeeded in

realizing a profit in his operations. Subsequently he sold this hilly land and

in 1857 he bought one hundred and sixty acres of land near Paris, Ohio, and

on this farm he spent his rema’ning days. He was prospered and added

to his landed possessions from time to time as he was able and at the time of

his death lie owned four hundred and twelve acres of fine land and twelve

thousand dollars m money. After he had gotten a fair start, he made money
rapidly. He was shrewd and far-sighted and was not afraid to run chances,

the outcome of his transactions proving the soundness of his judgment. He
invariably sold lu’s crops at the top of the market and in other ways showed

the qualities of a keen business man. From boyhood he had been a member
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of the Amish Mennonite church. He was the father of eleven children,

namely; Jacob, John, Peter, Joseph, Catherine, Leah, Daniel, Mary, Lizz’e,

Sarah and Amos. Of these, seven are yet living.

Daniel Ramseyer was reared on the paternal estate and assisted his

father in the manifold dut’es of the farm. During his youth he attended the

common schools and secured a fair education. His father, who had been

denied the privilege of an education, was determined that his children should

enjoy what had been denied to him. The subject was married at the age of

twenty-two years and at that time his father gave him one thousand dollars

with wh'ch to start him in life for himself. Daniel at once bought one hun-

dred acres of land of his father, which he sold in a short time at a handsome

profit, and during the following three years he was engaged in operating his

father’s farm of two hundred and three acres. In 1878 he moved to Wayne
county, Ohio, and bought a farm of one hundred and twenty-four acres,

where he now lives. At that time but little improvement had been made on

the place, but in a short time, under the able management and wise directAn

of the subject, the place became known as one of the well-improved and prof-

itable farms of the township. In 1890 Mr. Ramseyer erected a fine barn,

ninety feet by forty-five feet in size, in which he can shelter thirty-two head

of horses, liesides a capacious hay loft and other convenient arrangements.

He has added to his land holdings at different tunes and became the owner of

three hundred and twenty-two acres of splendid and fertile land in Greene

township, all of which is under the subject’s personal supervision, excepting

one hundred and eighteen acres which he sold to his son, A. C. Ramseyer.

The land is estimated to be worth easily forty thousand dollars, and it 's

doubtful if that sum would induce Mr. Ramseyer to part wuth the place.

One of the principal features of Mr. Ramseyer’s operations has lieen the

feeding of horses, and in this line he is knowm far and wude. He handles the

finest and purest-l>red Norman horses and so well known has his stock be-

come that they find instant sale as soon as they reach the eastern markets,

and frequently buyers from those markets come to Mr. Ramseyer’s farm to

secure the horses they desire. Some of the airmals sold by him have been

the equal of any produced on this continent and they command fancy ])rices.

Few' better judges of horseflesh live than Mr. Ramseyer and his higli ideal

of a perfect horse has enabled him to maintain a high standard in his feeding,

a fact duly appreciated and recognized by those who have had dealings with

hun. This feature of his business has l)een a source of considerable income,

—

indeed, Mr. Ramseyer has made a success of everything he has undertaken,

being considered one of the most successful and progressive farmers and

stockmen in Wayne county.
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In 1875 Daniel Ramseyer married Rebecca Smiley, a native of the state

of Indiana, and to them have been born the following children : Alvin C.,

born January 17, 1880, who 's a graduate of the school at Goshen, has been

twice married, first to Miss Yoder and second to Miss Schrock; Amanda,

born January 8, 1883; Melvin, born January 8, 1886; Chauncey, born De-

cember 13, 1888; Mary, horn April 22, 1892; Ward, born August 5, 1894.

The family are all members of the Amish Mennonite church, to which they

give an earnest and generous support. In politics Mr. Ramseyer is a Demo-

crat, though he voted for William McKinley for President. He is keenly

alive to the best interests of the community and gives his support to every

movement that promises to benefit his fellow citizens. Genial in disposition

and of sterling integrity of character, he has won a warm place in the hearts

of all who know him, and he stands high in the estimation of the people of

the community.

JOSEPH G. SANBORN.

It is an axiom demonstrated by all human experience that industry is the

kev to prosperity. Success comes not to him who idly waits for Fortune’s

fa\'ors, but to the faithful toiler who, with cheerful celerity and sleepless vigi-

lance, takes advantage of every circumstance calculated to promote his inter-

ests. Such a man is Joseph G. Sanhorn, secretary of the Wayne Building and

Loan Company and a well known and highly esteemed citizen of Wooster, who

within a comparatively brief period has advanced from an humble station in

life to a proud position among the leading business men of a city long noted

for the high order of its Ixisiness talent. Mr. Sanborn is a native of Holmes

county, Ohio, and one of a family of six children whose parents, Joseph

Beverly and hlary Jane Sanborn, were both born and reared in the state of

New Hampshire. The Sanliorn family is of English stock. Lieut. John, Yh'l-

liam and Stephen Sanborn, three brothers, having come to America with their

grandfather. Rev. Stephen Bachiler, in 1632. settling in Hampton, New
Hampshire.

Joseph Beverly Sanborn, the subject’s grandfather, was born in Deer-

field, New Hampshire. July 4. 1762, and spent his life not far from the place

of his birth. Llis son, Joseph B. Sanborn, the subject’s father, came to Ohio

in 1837, where for a number of years he was a successful teacher in the public

schools, .\bout 1849 took up his residence in Loudon ville, Ashland countv,

where he subsequently became deputy collector of internal revenue, and also
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served a series of terms as justice of the peace. He was a fine type of the

educated New England gentleman who stood high in the confidence of the

public and his death, which occurred in the above town in 1882, was deeply

inourned and profoundly regretted by his fi lends and fellow citizens.

Mary Jane Smith, wife of J. B. Sanborn, and daughter of IMoses Leiaint

Smith, was born in Merrimack county. New Hampshire, and spent her early

life in the town of Meredith, where in due time she made the acquaintance of

the gentleman who subsequently became her husband. Their marriage took

place in the East and was blessed with six children, four of whom survive,

namely : Mrs. Clara J. Winans, of Gallon, Ohio ;
Mrs. Sarah L. Taylor, of

Toudonville
;
Charles L., also a resident of that town, and Joseph G., whose

name, introduces this sketch. The mother of these children was called from

earth in the month of March, 1870, and left to them the tender memory of a

life lovingly and unselfishly devoted to their interests and welfare.

Joseph G. Sanborn, whose birth occurred on November 8, 1847, was two

years old w hen his parents moved from Holmes county to Loudonville, where

he spent his childhood and youth. He obtained his preliminary education in

the district schools and later attended the academy of Loudonville until his

sixteenth year, when he severed home ties and went to Ashland to learn the

printer’s trade. After serving a three-years apprenticeship and becoming not

only a skillful typo but familiar with nearly every phase of the business, he

WTS made foreman of the office of the Ashland Times, the official Republican

organ of A.'^hland county and one of the leading local papers in the northern

part of the state. Within a brief period he rose to the position of local editor

and as such rendered efficient service to his employer, proving an energetic and

untiring news gatherer and an interesting and attractive writer in preparing

his items for pulilication.

Mr. Sanborn remained with the above paper six years, when he resigned

and in 1 870 came to Wooster to take a similar position with the JVo aster Ke-

Mihlican, of v hich Enos Foreman wrs then editor and proprietor. Tn August

of !he same year he and Captaiii McClure purchased the paper and assumed

control of the same, Mr. Sanborn becoming business manager of the enter-

prise, besides doing a large part of the editorial work, a department originallv

intended for his associate.

During the fifteen years that Mr. ffanborn was connected with the Re-

pubhcan he not only made it one of the most ])opular and infiuential local

'^heets ill mirthcrn Ohio, but secured a patronage which enaliled him to build

111) a large and prosperous business. Coming to Wooster a stranger, with but

meager capital, he addressed himself resolutely to the work of rendering his
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paper acceptal)le to the pulilic and it is needless to state that he succeeded in

his laudable aim, as the enterprise grew from the beginning and in due time,

as already indicated, became an influential factor in moulding public sentiment,

also the source of liberal income. Assuming a large obligation in the purchase

of the plant, he succeeded by judicious management in meeting the same and

/>. the course of a few years the property was not only free from incumbrance

and on a self-supporting basis, but, as stated above, the business was so con-

ducted as to become very successful from a financial standpoint.

Disposing of h's interest in the paper at the expiration of the period indi-

cated, Mr. Sanborn took a few years of needed rest, during which time he re-

cuperated his overwrought energies, regained his strength and was thus well

fitted for the heavy and responsible duties upon which he subsequently entered.

In March, 1899, he assisted in establishing the Wayne Building and Loan

Company, from which date to the present time he has been the efficient secre-

tary of the organization, the success of which is largely due to his judicious

management and general oversight. The association has an authorized cap-

ital of one million dollars, with assets considerably in excess of one hundred

thousand dollars and is one of the strongest and most popular organizations

of the kind in the state. It is backed by some of the leading business men and

financiers of Wooster and Wayne county and during the eleven years of its

existence has proven of inestimable value to men of moderate means desirous

of securing homes, also a safe means of investment for those with surplus

capital at their disposal.

On the evening of Thanksgiving day, November 30, 1876, was solem-

nized the marriage of Mr. Sanborn and Kate E., daughter of the late Dr. S. F.

Day, for many years one of Wooster’s most distinguished physicians and sur-

geons. Mrs. Sanborn died February 6, 1903. She was a native of Wooster,

recei\'ed her educational training in the city schools, and was a most lovable

and esteemed woman. Three children, Mrs. Henry D. Allen, Martha

Virginia, and Lloyd Day, are residents of Wooster, the son being his father’s

able assistant in the office.

IMr. Sanborn is a Baptist in his religious belief and demonstrates his faith

by his daily life and conversation. He is an active and influential member of

the church in Wooster and has filled the office of treasurer and trustee for the

organization and is now serving in the capacity of deacon.

In his relations with the public, Mr. Sanborn has ever been enterprising

and progressive, giving his support to all measures that tend to advance his

city and county and assisting every laudable means for the general good of

his fellow men. He was one of the organizers of the Wooster Board of
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Trade, and served for some time on the legislative committee of the same,

besides contributing in many other ways to the success and perpetuity of the

enterprise. Of high character and unimpeachable integrity, he has made his

influence felt for good in the different stations to which called, and, a self-

made man in all the term implies, he has just reason to be proud of his achieve-

ments and of the universal esteem in which he is held throughout the county

of Wayne. Few citizens in this part of Ohio are so widely known, none oc-

cupy a more conspicuous place in the confidence of the public, and it is a com-

pliment worthily bestowed to class him with the representative men of his

day and generation in the city of his residence.

WILLIAM A. SOLLIDAY.

man who has stamped the impress of his strong individuality upon the

minds of the people of Clinton township, Wayne county, Ohio, in a manner

as to render him one of the conspicuous characters of this locality is William

A. Solliday, well known grocer of Shreve, in the development of which place

he has ever been an important factor. Faithfulness to duty and a strict ad-

herence to a fixed purpose, which always do more to ach'ance a man’s inter-

ests than wealth or advantageous circumstances, have been dominating factors

in his life, which has been replete with honor and success worthily attained.

He is known to be a man of strictly honest business principles, industrious,

pleasant and agreeable.

Mr. Solliday was born in Plain township, this county, June 14, 1862,

the son of John and Susanna (Sparr) Solliday, the father a successful farmer

of that community. These parents were married in this countv and have

since made their home here, four children having been born to them, named as

follows; Ida Mary, AVilliam A., Sidna G. and Lyman L.

William A. Solliday, of this review, was educated in the common schools

of Plain township and Smithville. He applied himself verv closelv to his text

books and when twenty-one years of age began teaching, having charge of

the Strauss school in Plain township in 1884 and in 1885 he taught at the

.Maple Grove sx'hool in Plain township. P>ut not taking as kindlv to teaching

as he had anticipated, he abandoned the same although he had a very good

start in this line of endeavor, and, in t886, following the tide of emigration

(hen setting in to the comparatively new state of Kansas, he found himself at

Kingman, where he engaged in farming and stock raising, meeting with fair
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success in these enterprises. He returned to Wayne county, Ohio, and

launched in the grocery business at Shreve, soon enjoying a good patronage,

and he has continued in the same with increasing success, owning now one

of the neatest and most popular stores in this section of the county, always

carrying a fresh and carefully selected stock of goods, his place of business

being the mecca of farmers from a wide range of territory.

iMr. Solliday has found time to mingle in politics and has aided in what-

ever way possible the advancement of his community. In 1907 he was elected

clerk of the local school board, of which he was one of the most enthusiastic

members. Politically he is a Democrat and in religious matters holds mem-

bership with the local Presbyterian congregation.

On December 28, 1887, Mr. Solliday married Agnes J. Lebo, daughter

of Jonathan and Fiatta (Camp) Lebo, a highly respected family of Holmes

county, this state. ]\lr. and Mrs. Solliday are the parents of one daughter.

Fern Geraldine, horn in Kingman, Kansas, April 28, 1900. She is now at-

tending school in Shreve, being in the third grade.

Fraternally, ]\Ir. Solliday belongs to the Ancient Order United Woodmen
in Kansas and the iMaccabees.

JACOB A. MILLER.

The life history of him whose name introduces this review is closely

identified with the history of A\Myne county, which has been his home fo’’

many years. His business career was begun in this county, and throughoiu

the years which have since come and gone he has been closely allied with its

interests and upbuilding. His life has been one of untiring activity and has

been crowned with a degree of success attained by comparatively few. He is

of the highest type of business man, and none more than he deserves a fitting

recognition among those whose enterprise and abilities have enabled them to

climb the ladder of success and whose sterling qualities have been widely recog-

nized in their native county.

Jacob A. (Miller, who is now engaged in the operation of the old Miller

homestead in section 20, Greene township, was born on this farm on the 7th

of January, 1850. He u as there reared and secured a fair education in the

common schools of the locality. He assisted his father in the work of the

farm until he had attained his majority, when he started out in life on his own
account. He first engaged in the timber business, being principally employed

in furnishing car timber for the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad
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Company, at which he continued about sixteen years. During the first part

of this period he made his home in Seneca county, Ohio, and later at Defiance,

Ohio. He was financially successful in the lumber business and at length was

enabled to buy a splendid farm in Defiance county. While living there, he

took a deep interest in local affairs and served several terms as trustee. In

March. 1887, Mr. Miller retired from the lumber business and returned to his

old home in Greene township, Wayne county, which he purchased. He entered

at once on the operation of the place, which he has greatly improved and

brought up to a high standard of excellence, it being now considered one of

the best farms in the township. In addition to the cultivation of the soil, Mr.

Miller also gives considerable attention to the raising of livestock, in which

also he has achieved a distinctir^e success. The farm comprises one hundred

and sixty-four acres and the present condition of the place indicates to the

passer-by the fact that the owner is a man of good taste and wise discrimina-

tion. Everything about the place is kept in good shape and the farming opera-

tions are carried on under the most favorable conditions, a full line of up-to-

date machinery and other convenient accessories being here found.

In local affairs affecting the community generally Mr. Miller has always

been found among the enterprising and progressive leaders. He has been

instrumental in securing mail routes and telephone service and in other ways

has demonstrated his ability and sound judgment. His political affiliation is

with the Republican party, to which he gives an earnest support, and he has

efficiently served several terms as trustee of Greene township. As a member of

the township school board, he has rendered appreciated service as supervisor

of the educational system of the township, the schools of which are now con-

sidered as models for the rest of the county. He employs the teachers and in

other ways maintains a personal oversight of the details of the schools. He
is also president of the board of trustees of the Wayne County Children's

Home, which is situated in Wayne towmship, and has been a member of this

l)oard for sixteen years. His appointment comes from the board of countv

commissioners and in his capacity of chairman of the board he practicallv

manages the business affairs of the Home, though the entire board meets on

the first Tuesday of each month. The members of this board, all of whom
give their services w’ithout compensation, are Jacob .\. Miller, president

:
fobn

C. Shultz, Joseph A. Hurple, William Coon. \Y. E. Jarvis is superintendent

of the Home and Mrs. Jarvis is matron. There are about fortv-five inmates

in the Home on an average, the institution being sup])orted by an appropriation

made by the board of county commissioners, the board of trustees filing a

(|iiarterly estimate of expenses. The Home farm com])rises eightv-scven acres

( 63
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Company, at which he continued about sixteen years. During the first part

of this period he made his home in Seneca county, Ohio, and later at Defiance,

Ohio. He was financially successful in the lumber business and at length was

enabled to buy a splendid farm in Defiance county. While living there, he

took a deep interest in local affairs and served several terms as trustee. In

March, 1887, Mr. Miller retired from the lumber business and returned to his

old home in Greene township, Wayne county, which he purchased. He entered

at once on the operation of the place, which he has greatly improved and

brought up to a high standard of excellence, it being now considered one of

the best farms in the township. In addition to the cultivation of the soil, Mr.

Miller also gives considerable attention to the raising of livestock, in which

also he has achieved a distinctive success. The farm comprises one hundred

and sixty-four acres and the present condition of the place indicates to the

passer-by the fact that the owner is a man of good taste and wise discrimina-

tion. Everything about the place is kept in good shape and the farming opera-

tions are carried on under the most favorable conditions, a full line of up-to-

date machinery and other convenient accessories being here found.

In local affairs affecting the community generally Mr. Miller has always

been found among the enterprising and progressive leaders. He has been

instrumental in securing mail routes and telephone service and in other ways

has demonstrated his ability and sound judgment. His political affiliation is

with the Republican party, to which he gives an earnest support, and he has

efficiently served several terms as trustee of Greene township. As a member of

the township school board, he has rendered appreciated service as supervisor

of the educational system of the township, the schools of which are now con-

sidered as models for the rest of the county. He employs the teachers and in

other ways maintains a personal oversight of the details of the schools. He
is also president of the board of trustees of the Wayne Count}^ Children’s

Home, which is situated in Wayne township, and has been a member of this

board for sixteen years. His appointment comes from the board of county

commissioners and in his capacity of chairman of the board he practicallv

manages the business affairs of the Home, though the entire board meets on

the first Tuesday of each month. The members of this board, all of whom
give their services without compensation, are Jacob .\. Miller, president

;
john

C, Shultz, Joseph A. Hurple, William Coon. \\h E. Jarvis is su])erintendent

of the Home and Mrs. Jarvis is matron. There are about fortv-five inmates

in tlie Home on an average, the institution being sup])orte<l bv an appro])riation

made by the hoard of county commissioners, the l)oard of trustees filing a

(|uarterly estimate of expen.ses. The Home farm comi)rises eightv-seven acres

(63)
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and at the time of Mr. Miller's appointment to the board in 1887 the institu-

tion was not being handled in such a manner as to even raise enough cereals

and vegetables to keep the table supplied. Under his able direction, these con-

ditions have been changed and now wheat, corn, potatoes and other vegetables,

as also hogs and cattle, are raised in sufficient cpiantity and numbers to keep

the commis.^ary well supplied throughout the year. This changed condition

is largely attributed to the efficient management of the present superintendent,

Mr. Jarvis, whom Mr. Miller was mainly instrumental in having appointed to

the position, and it is a matter of much satisfaction to the taxpayers of the

county. In all his affairs Mr. Miller has shown himself to be a man of unusual

broad mindedness and sound judgment, being well supplied with that quality

commonly called “horse-sense.” He has given liberally of his time to the pub-

lic duties which have been imposed on him and his services have been fully

appreciated by his fellow citizens.

On March 4, 1884, Jacob A. Miller was united in marriage to Sarah

Pittenger, a daughter of Peter and Jane (Buchanan) Pittenger. Peter Pitt-

enger was born in Harrison county, Ohio, on October i, 1800, and bis death

occurred on February 9, 1854. His wife was born in Pennsylvania July ii,

1803, and at the age of three }^ears was brought by her parents to Ohio. After

their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Pittenger lived in Carroll county, Ohio, where

they entered upon a tract of wild and uncultivated w’oodland, which they in

due time transformed into a fine and fertile farm. Their first buildings were

of log, in accordance with the prevailing type of the day, but later these were

replaced with fine frame buildings. Mrs. Pittenger died October 20, 1872.

To this w'orthy couple were born ten children, namely: Samuel B., Mary,

Margaret, John, Nancy, Joseph, Evan, Susannah, Abram and Sarah. Of
these children, Sarah became the wdfe of the subject. She w'as born in Car-

roll county, on October 24, 1848, and received a good education in the common
schools. She is related to William Pittenger. of Civil war fame, who stole a

railwav locomotive in the interest of the cause, and who was author of the

widely-read book “Daring and Suffering.” Mr. and Mrs. Miller became the

parents of one child, Grace, born May 6, 1889, suffered an irreparable loss

in the death of their daughter in March, 1894. her death being the result of a

gunshot wound inflicted accidentally by a playmate.

Religiously Mr. and Mrs. Miller are active members of the Evangelical

Lutheran church, in which Mr. Miller is an indefatigable worker, as he is also

in the Sunday school w hich he served many years as superintendent and in

other important official positions.
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Mr. Miller is a man of spotless integrity and never violates the confidence

reposed in him in any of the relations of life, his word being considered liter-

ally as good as his bond. He has been indefatigable in his industry, has ever

been animated by the highest principles and has been a valuable factor in the

development and progress of the county, where he has so ordered his life as

to gain and retain the unequivocal confidence and high regard of all with whom
he has come in contact.

HARRY B. BERTOLETTE, M. D.

The present age is essentially utilitarian and the life of every successful

man carries a lesson which, told in contemporary narrative, is productive of

much good in shaping the destiny of others. There is, therefore, a due meas-

ure of satisfaction in presenting, even in brief resume, the life and achieve-

ments of such men, and in preparing the following history of the well known

and successful physician whose name appears at the head of this sketch, it is

with the hope that it may prove not only interesting and instructive, but also

serve as an incentive to those who contemplate making the medical profession

their life work, for it shows how a man, not especially favored by inherited

wealth or encouraging environment, may forge to the front and not only suc-

ceed in the material things of this life but also be of inestimable service to

his fellow men.

Dr. Harry B. Bertolette is a native of the community where he has elected

to spend his life, believing that better opportunities were to be found right

at his own door than in seeking uncertain fortune in some strange locality.

He was born at Shreve, Clinton township, Wayne county, Ohio, July 13, 1867,

the son of William John and Catherine A. (Greenwalt) Bertolette, the father

a native of Berks county, Pennsylvania, the mother having been born in Mont-

gomery comity, Pennsylvania, each representing excellent old families, highly

honored in their respective communities.

Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. William J. Bertolette, named
as follows : Frank, Edgar, and Harry B., of this review. Believing in giving

their children every advantage possible, especially in the way of education,

they placed Harry B. in the local schools as soon as he was old enough to at-

tend and he jiroved to he a very ambitious student, making rapid progress,

passing through the high school at Shreve at an early age, and, being desirous

of gaining a higher text-liook training, he entered the University of Wooster,

where he made a good record, after which he liegan the study of medicine in
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the University of Pennsylvania, receiving his degree in 1892. In the same

year he began practicing his profession at Shreve, wh’ch he has continued

with increasing success, building up a very satisfactory practice with the tou n

and surrounding community, having met cvith uninterrupted success and won

the confidence and respect of all with whom he has come into contact. He

has ]iroved that he is well grounded in the science of medicine and is a man

of excellent natural abilities recpiired for success in the medical profession.

Politicallv the Doctor is a Repuldican, and he is a member of the board of

pension commissioners, rendering very acceptable services on the same. Fra-

ternallv, he lielongs to the Masonic order, in which he has taken several de-

grees. Mrs. Bertolette is a member of the Presbyterian church.

Doctor Bertolette was married on May 4, 1892, to Jessie M. Carl, a

daughter of Alexander and Anna ( Aylesworth) Carl, a highly respected and

influential family of Clinton township. Dr. and Mrs. Bertolette are pleasant

people to know and have hosts of friends throughout the county.

HENRY JENNINGS.

I'he history of Wayne county is not a very old one. It is the record of

the steady growth of a community planted in the wilderness within the last

century and has reached its magnitude of today without other aids than those

of industry. The people who redeemed its wilderness fastnesses were

strong-armed, hardy sons of the soil who hesitated at no difficulty and for

whom hardships had but little to appall. The earliest pioneers, having blazed

the path of civilization to this part of the state, finished their labors and passed

from the scene, leaving the country to the possession of their descendants and

to others who came at a later period and builded on the foundation which they

laid so liroad and deep. Among these is the prominent farmer and enterpris-

ing citizen by whose name this article is introduced. He was born here and

grew to the years of young manhood in the formative period and has done

much to develop and advertise to the world the wonderful resources of a county

that now- occupies a proud position among the most progressive and enlightened

sections of Ohio.

Henry Jennings, who is the owner of a fine and fertile farm in Saltcreek

township, near Fredericksburg, was born on the farm on which he now resides,

his natal day having been the 9th of November. 1830. His parents were

Jacob and Nancy (Fisher) (Crozier) Jennings. Jacob Jennings was born in

Fayette county, Pennsylvania, in 1796. and in 1827 he came to Wayne countv.
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Ohio, where his father had entered two quarter sections of land in section 8.

The country was practically unsettled, a few settlers’ cabins being scattered

here and there in the midst of the dense forest which covered the country, and

to create a home in this section of the state in that early day meant a vast

amount of the hardest kind of labor and the undergoing of many trials and

privations that we of the present day cannot appreciate. Added to the natural

conditions, was the presence of wild animals in large numbers, some of whom
were ferocious and would not hesitate to attack man as well as animals.

The entry into and settlement of the country under such conditions required a

high degree of courage and the country owes a debt of gratitude to these sturdy

pioneers who strove persistently and with might and main to conc|uer appar-

ently unsurmountable obstacles and who, succeeding, made possible the grand

and wonderful civilization which today characterizes this same section. The

subject's father, Jacob Jennings, and his brother David came together from

Pennsylvania for the purpose of creating new homes and they succeeded far

beyond their fondest dreams. Henry Jennings was a weaver and in connection

with his farming operations he ran a loom in his home. The subject’s mother

was also a native of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, having been born near

Smithfield and by her union with Jacob Jennings she became the mother of

three children, John Crozier, who died at the age of five years, Henry the sub-

ject of this sketch, and Jane, who became the wife of a Mr. Knox and lives in

Fredericksburg. Jacob Jennings was a Republican in his political views, and

was an active worker for his party, though he never accepted public office of

any nature. He was a faithful member of the Presbyterian church, and was

a faithful Christian, being a strong advocate of temperance. He died at the

age of seventy-two years and his wife at the age of seventy-five }^ears.

Henry Jennings, the immediate subject of this sketch, received his educa-

tion in the district school at Nebo, Saltcreek township, having first attended

the subscription schools. He was reared on the parental homestead and has

never lived elsewhere. He has devoted all the active years of his life to the

pursuit of agriculture and has not been denied a commensurate return for the

labor expended during these years. He has carried on general farming, hav-

ing raised all the crops common to this section of the country, and his property

has been kept up to the highest standard of excellence. The farm buildings

are commodious and well-arranged and the general appearance of the place

indicates Mr. Jennings to be a man of good judgment and excellent taste.

On the iqth of October, 1858. Mr. Jennings took unto himself a help-

meet in the person of Margaret Jane Patrick, a daughter of Thomas Patrick,

her ])arents being natives of Wayne county, Ohio, and her grandparents of



998 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

Pennsylvania. She was born here July i, 1839, on land which her grandpar-

ents had entered from the government. To Mr. and Mrs. Jennings have

been born twelve children, who are briefly mentioned as follows : Elizabeth

is the wife of Robert Cook, of Toledo, Ohio, and they have three children;

J. B., of Fredericksburg, this county, married Laura Ellen Cook and they are

the parents of three children; Jennie, who now lives with her father, is the

widow of Royal Williams, who met his death in a railroad accident; James

Martin, of Wooster, married Hildah Lawrence and they have two children;

Sarah is the wife of George Krouse, of Toledo, and they are the parents of

two children; William H., of this county, married Maud Force and they have

one child; Laura, now deceased, was the wife of John Harrison, by whom she

had two children, one of whom is deceased; John C., of Saltcreek township,

married Daisy Johnson, and they are the parents of two children; Unice is the

wife of Prof. Ira Amiet, of Wooster, and they have two children
;
three chil-

dren died in infancy.

Religiously Mr. and Mrs. Jennings are members of the Presbyterian

church at Fredericksburg, to which they give an earnest support. In politics

Mr. Jennings has assumed an independent attitude, rioting for the man rather

than the party. He and his wife were formerly identified with the Patrons of

Husbandry, but are not now allied with any secret order. Mr. Jennings is

widely known as one of the progressive and successful business men of this

section of the county and as a citizen whose life has been dominated by high

principles and a determination to achieve a success worthy of the name, so that

he has not been denied the fullest measure of confidence and esteem. An old

gentleman of kindly manner and friendly feelings toward all, he has a host

of warm personal friends.

DANIEL L. RUDY.

One of the substantial as well as one of the most experienced and skillful

farmers of Sugar Creek township, Wayne county, is Daniel L. Rudy, who
has spent the major part of his long and eminently useful and active life within

the borders of this county, although he is a Buckeye by adoption only, having

been born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, July 31, 1834, the son of

Christian and Barbara (Myers) Rudy, the former born in 1790 and the latter

in 1795. When Daniel L. was seven weeks old his parents migrated over-

land to Wayne county, Ohio, and settled in Sugar Creek township in section

3, where he purchased one hundred and sixty acres in one tract, also sixty
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acres south of his first purchase. Christopher Rudy lived on the farm where

he settled until his death, on July 13, 1875, his wife having preceded him to

the silent land October 5, 1858. Mr. Rudy was an honest, unassuming man,

a member of the Mennonite church. He and his wife were the parents of

nine children, five of whom are living in 1910, namely: David; Mrs. Horner,

living in Illinois; Mrs. Suavely, living in Sugar Creek township, this county;

Mrs. Barbara Buckwalter, of Trumbull, Ohio; Daniel L., of this review.

Daniel L. Rudy has had the happy opportunity of spending his life

on the home place, living now. on the same farm where he grew up from baby-

hood. He began assisting his father clear and develop the place when he

was old enough to work in the fields. He attended the neighboring schools

during the winter months and received a good common school education.

When seventeen years of age he quit school and gave his entire attention to

the farm. He was married December 31, 1857, to Esther Buckwalter, who
was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, April 30, 1836, the daughter of

Jacob and Nancy (Hartman) Buckwalter, both natives of Pennsylvania,

having come to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1850. She was reared in Baughman
township and received a common school education, principally in Pennsylvania.

After his marriage Mr. Rudy located on the old home place, which he

has continued to develop until it ranks with the best improved and most

productive farms of the township. He erected a substantial and attractive

brick house in 1874, also a large barn. His farm now consists of one

hundred and fifty-five acres. He has prospered by reason of his excellent

management, and besides retaining his home place he has given each of his

children an excellent start in life—equivalent to eighty acres of land. Fortune

has favored his family not only in material things but in other ways, but little

sickness ever having befallen them, although Mrs. Rudy has lieen blind for a

period of twenty-two years; but she is of a cheerful and happy disposition

and a woman of gracious personality.

Mr. and Mrs. Rudy are the parents of the following children : Bar-

bara A., born October 5, 1858, is the wife of E. H. Wenger; Jacob, who was
born November 7, 1859, married Mary Plorst

;
Albert, who was l)orn No-

vember 18. i860, married Margaret Saurer; Christ, I)orn Alay 23, 1862, mar-
ried Catherine Sprankle ; Clara M., born June 5, 1866. is the wife of Jacoli

Steele.

Members of this famdy belong to the Mennonite church. In politics

Mr. Rudy is a Repuhlican, hut not an office seeker, having always found

enough at home to keej) him l)usy. d'his family is one of the best known
and most highly respected in the eastern jiart of Wayne countv.
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ALLEN BROWN.

One of the fine farm properties of Saltcreek and East Union townships,

Wayne county. Ohio, is that owned by Allen Brown, who has here maintained

his home for over three score and ten years and who is known as one of the

progressive and successful ljusiness men of this section of the state, and as a

citizen whose life has been dominated by high principles and a determination to

achieve a success worthy of the name, so that he has not been denied the full-

est measure of confidence and esteem. Such are the men who are particularly

worthy of consideration in a publication of this nature, for though they have

not stood in the great white light of publicity, they have been of the world’s

workers and have played well their assigned part in the making of history.

The family history of Allen Brown, on the paternal side, is traced back

to his grandfather, Caleb Brown, who was one of the earliest settlers in Wayne
county, having entered government land in section 9. Saltcreek township, in

1S16. He always followed farming and became prominent in the county’s

early history. He was the father of seven children, five sons and two daugh-

ters. and all the sons attained to prominence in the county. The names of the

children were Elizabeth. John, Beal}', Noah, Robert, Samuel and Sarah. Of
these. Samuel, the subject’s father, was born in 1800 in Westmoreland county,

Pennsylvania, and when he was sixteen years old he was brought by his par-

ents to Wayne county, where he lived continuously until his death, which oc-

curred in 1882. He had received a fair education in the schools of his native

state and when he came to the new Ohio home his attention and energy were

directed to the task of clearing the land and rendering it fit for cultivation, a

task of considerable magnitude. He remained at home until his marriage, at

which time he located where the subject of this sketch now lives, his home at

that time iDeing in the midst of a dense forest. He was at that time the pos-

sessor of the magnificent sum of fifty cents, which comprised his total cash

capital, but, notbing daunted, he went bravely to work to carve out a fortune.

He was a great worker and, despite some severe losses and other drawbacks,

he eventually succeeded in accumulating a handsome property. He was an act-

ive worker in the interest of the Democratic party and was a persistent and

skillful debater on political questions. He was not an office seeker, however,

though he did serve one term as constable. He was a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church and active in the work of the society, being one of the

most prominent men in his church. Erom boyhood he was a licensed exhorter

and class leader. He, with the assistance of the Armstrongs, founded the

Methodist Episcopal church at Eredericksburg and always gave that society
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an earnest and liberal support. In addition to agriculture, he was a lover of

horses, being considered one of the best judges of horseflesh in the county,

and he dealt very extensively in them. He married Sarah Armstrong, whose

parents were natives of Ireland, and she was born on the Atlantic ocean wdiile

they were en route to the United States in one of the old-fashioned slow-going

sailing vessels. The Armstrong family was one of the first to settle in this part

of Wayne county. To Samuel and Sarah Brown nine children were born,

namely: Jane, who is the wife of Mr. Bartol, of Wooster, Ohio; Roliert,

Elizabeth, Christine, John, Rachael and Margaret are deceased; Allen, the sub-

ject of this sketch; Whiteman, deceased.

Allen Brow'll w-as reared on the paternal homestead and secured his edu-

cation in the old district schools of the county, though he was enabled to attend

school nearer home than his older brothers and sisters had done, they being

compelled to go to the neighborhood of Maysville, where the nearest school

was located. Mr. Brown remained wdth his parents and when old enough he

gave unmistakable evidence of that progressive spirit wdiich marks his sub-

se{[uent life, going into the threshing business and buying one of the first

horse-power machines in this section of the countrv. He has spent his entire

life in the pursuit of agriculture and in this line he has been successful to a

gratifying degree. He is now the owner of two hundred and forty-six acres

of fine land, one hundred and sixty acres being located in Saltcreek township

and eighty-six acres in East Union township. The land is well improved and

is maintained in the best possible condition, and on it Air. Brown raises all the

crops common to this section of the country. When about fifty years old. Air.

Brown went into the horse business and as a further evidence of his progressive

s])irit he determined to start right and accordingly he sent to Belgium and im-

ported two of the finest stallions ever seen in this part of the county, one being

a Clyde and the other a Norman. He was the pioneer heavy-horse breeder

here and soon acquired a reputation as a successful and practical horse man.

About twenty years ago he decided to advertise his horses by giving an exhibi-

tion of their colts, which w'as held at his farm. It was the most successful

rft'air of the kind e\'er held in the county and at that lime was the first affair

of the kind ever held here. Mr. Brow'ii had a brass l)and hired for the oc-

casion and food of all kinds in abundance was pro\ ided that the guests might

be made as comfortable as possible, and in addition to the exhibition of the

horses and colts there w'ere a number of speeclies by j)romincnt men. The
:iFfair was p decided success and ga\'e Air. Brown and his horses an advertise-

ment that they could have secured in no other wav. Air. Brown carried on the

horse l)usiness a number of years, but since losing the sight of his right eve

he has practically retired from active labor and is living practically retired.
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In politics Mr. Brown has always been a Democrat and supports that

ticket on national elections, but in local elections he is independent, believing

that the personal fitness of the candidates should be considered regardless of

party lines. Religiously, he is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church

at Apple Creek, to which he gives an earnest and generous support.

On the 22d of February, 1866, Mr. Brown was married to Emily Musser,

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Musser, natives of Switzerland and early

settlers here, Mrs. Brown having been born INIarch 17, 1841. on what is now

the Crosby farm. To this union have been born five children, namely: Wil-

liam C., at home; Louis, who is in the plumbing business at Loraine, Ohio,

married Sophia Hofacre, and they have three children, Bessie, Nellie and

Leonard; Anna, a twin of Louis, is the wife of L. C. Huguelet, of Akron,

Ohio, and they have two children, Lyman and Grace; Mina became the wife

of James Graber, of near Mount Eaton, this county, and they have one child,

Harlan
; Rosa became the wife of Lyman Critchfield, Jr., of Wooster, and they

are the parents of three children, Robert, Henry and Dorothy. William C.,

who remains at home with his parents, and who has assumed the burden of

looking after the farm, is an enterprising and progressive man and has evinced

cjualities which stamp him as a man of unusual calibre. He has received a

good education and is a man of decided literary tastes, and has given effective

and appreciated service at various times as the local correspondent for the

Orrville and Wooster papers. He is a successful hog raiser and his up-to-date

hog barn is well arranged and is equipped with a feed grinder, run by a gasoline

engine, which has proven a great convenience, much corn being ground here

for the neighboring farmers as well. Mr. Brown is unmarried and devotes

himself to the best interests of his parents, to whom he is devoted. He is a

lover of the home life and is a close and critical reader of the best literature.

Because of his sterling qualities of character he enjoys the high regard and

the unbounded confidence of all wdio know him, his friends being in number as

his acquaintances.

JOHN W. BUCHANAN, M. D.

“We build the ladder by which we rise” is a truth which is certainly

applicable in the case of the subject of this sketch. He is a type of the pro-

gressive spirit of the age,—a spirit which has given America pre-eminence

along its various busmess lines,—and the undaunted enterprise, indomitable
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perseverance and resolute purpose which have characterized his career have

been the means of raising him to a position of eminence in the business world.

In the past ages the history of a country was comprised chiefly in the record

of its wars and conquests. Today history is largely a record of commercial

activity and those whose names are foremost in the annals of the nation are

those who have become leaders in business circles. The conquests now made

are those of mind over matter and the victor is he who can most successfully

establish, control and operate commercial interests. Mr. Buchanan is un-

questionably one of the strongest and most influential men whose lives have

become an essential part of the history of Wayne county. Tireless energy,

keen perception, honesty of purpose, genius for devising and executing the

right thing at the right time are the chief characteristics of the man. These,

combined with everyday common sense and guided by a strong will power,

are concomitants which will insure success in any undertaking.

John W. Buchanan is a native son of Wayne county, Ohio, his birth

having occurred in Chester township on the 27th of September, i860. His

father, George R. Buchanan, also was a native of A¥ayne county, Ohio, his

birth occurring in Wayne township in 1823. His death occurred on the 20th

of March, 1904, at the age of eighty-one years. In his youth, George Bu-

chanan had received a good common school education and on attaining ma-

ture years he engaged in teaching school during the winter months, while

in summer he labored on the farm. In 1849 yielded to the allurements of

the California gold fields and spent three years in that state. He was suc-

cessful in his search for the precious metal and was enabled to bring back

to the East several thousand dollars. He then entered the mercantile business

at Jeromeville, Ashland county, this state, but a short time afterwards he

returned to his native county and assumed charge of the home farm, remain-

ing there until his death. He had added to the home farm from time to time

and at the time of his death was the owner of extensive landed interests. He
was a faithful and consistent member of the Presbyterian church, and in his

life he exemplified the religion which he professed. He was a man who ex-

erted a wide and beneficial influence in the community, holding the unbounded

confidence of all 'who knew hun. He was twice married. His first wife liore

the maiden name of Mary Dunham, and she died at Jeromeville. their only

child having died at birth. On December 22, 1857, Mr. Buchanan married

Lydia Firestone, the daughter of David and Elizabeth Firestone, who \vere

natives of Pennsylvania, where they both died. To this union were born

seven children, namely: Franklin, Sidney, Ira, all of whom are deceased;

John W., the subject of this sketch; Cynthia; Alice, the wife of I larvey L.

Piper; Mary E. and Edward.
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John \Ah Buchanan was reared hy his parents on the home farm. In

young manhood he attended the district schools of the neighborhood during

the winter seasons, while in summers he assisted in the manifold duties of

the farm. Subsequently he spent two and a half years at Wooster University,

when, having definitely decided to make the practice of medicine his life

work, he entered the Cleveland Medical College and later the Ohio Medical

College. He eventually matriculated in the Kentucky School of Medicine,

where he was graduated on June 2, 1882, with the degree of Doctor of Med-

icine. He immediately entered upon the active practice of his profession

at Lodi, Ohio, but remained there hut a short time, removing to Mansfield,

Ohio. In October, 1884, he finally located at Smithville, where he continued

in the practice of the healing art, meeting with the most gratifying success.

He continued actively in the practice until within a few years, when his ex-

tensive business interests compelled him to retire from the active practice.

The Doctor while in the practice stood admittedly in the front rank of Wayne
county’s distinguished professional men, possessing a thoroughly disciplined

mind and keeping in close touch with the trend of modern thought relating

to the noble calling to which his life and energies were devoted. He ever

maintained his high standing, never descending beneath the dignity of his

profession nor compromishig his usefulness by countenancing any hut noble

and legitimate practice. The apparent ease with which he mounted to a

commanding position in the healing art marked him as .the possessor of tal-

ents beyond the majority of his professional brethren and, being a close and

critical student, he experienced no difficulty in sustaining the high reputation

which his professional abilities and marked success earned for him.

Doctor Buchanan and wife are the owners of seven hundred and fifty

acres of land in Wayne county. Ohio, besides large holdings of land in

Florida and Georgia, which is rap’dly increasing in value. He is a stock-

holder, a member of the board of directors and vice-president of the Uncle

Sam Oil Company, a powerful and successful corporation, which is capitalized

at sixty-one millions of dollars and operating in Kansas and the Indian Re-

serve. where 4 owns hundreds of producing wells, besides miles of pipe lines

and many refineries. This company is officered as follows : President, J. W.
Tucker; vice-president, J. W. Buchanan; secretary. FI. H. Tucker; treasurer,

Frank Goble. The Doctor is also a stockholder and a member of the board

of directors of the United Steel Plant, of Canton, Ohio, which is ca]fitalized

at one and a half millions. The Doctor is also interested in a number of

other enterprTes and his time is fully taken up with his business interests.
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On the 14th of October, 1882, Doctor Buchanan was united in marriage

to Lizzie I. Staman, who was born in Mansfield, Ohio, November 18, 1865,

a daughter of Henry N. and Susan A. Staman. Henry Staman was a man

of splendid education and fine personal cjuahties and was a teacher of wide

experience and eminent success. He is now deceased and his widow is mak-

ing her home w’th her daughter, Mrs. Buchanan. To Doctor and IMrs. Bu-

chanan have been born the following children: Clarence Staman,J)orn Febru-

ary 28, 1884, married Arleen Curtis, of Denver. Colorado, .\pril 19, 1908;

John Arthur, born April ii, 1887; Daisy kl., born September 26, 1889: Mary

A., born December 20, 1892; Walter Firestone, born September 8, 1899.

Fraternally Doctor Buchanan is a memlier of Smithville Lodge. Knights

of Pythias, while in his political beh’ef he is an ardent lieliever in the doc-

trines of the Republican party and he takes an active interest in the success

of his party, though he is not in any sense a seeker after public office or pre-

ferment of any nature.

In the lives of such men as Doctor Buchanan there is particular justifica-

tmn for works of this nature—not only because their li\'es are such as to

gain them a wide reputation and the admiration of their fellow men, but that

they have been true to their opportunities and have shown such attributes

of character as entitle them to the regard of all, and have been useful in

their spheres of action. In the midst of the thronging demands of a busy

life the Doctor is always approachable, being gracious in his association with

his fellow men and enjoying a personal popularity which is a natural result

of his characteristics. Mrs. Buchanan is a woman of many estimable quali-

ties and kindly manner and is well liked in the social circles in which she

moves.

LABAN FUNK.

The gentleman whose name introduces this sketch is an uncle of W. D.

Funk, whose biography appears on another page of this work, and who is a

member of a well known old family. Laban Funk was born in Plain town-

shij), Wayne county, August 24, 1845, Hugh and E. K. (Cornell)

h'unk, the former born near Kingston, Virginia, and the latter liorn in Mercer

county, Pennsylvania, in 1809. The subject's paternal grandparents were

Jacob and Percella (Morgan) Funk, who, ai 1812, came to Wavne countv,

Ohio, and settled a half mile south of Shreve, where thev entered a farm of

three hundred and twenty acres, Mr. h'unk ha\ing cleared much of the land.
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He was drafted to serve on Perry's fleet on the Great Lakes during the war

of 1812. The paternal grandfather, Isaac Cornell, was a native of New
Jersey, who came to Wayne county, Ohio, about 1816 and settled near Shreve.

He, too, had the distinction of serving on Perry’s fleet. After the close of the

war he returned to his farm here and lived to be eighty-four years of age.

However, he moved from Wayne to Crawford county, Ohio, and in 1834

he moved to Porter county, Indiana, being the flrst white settler in the southern

part of that county, wlrich was then the home of the red men. He lived there

until his death, owning at that time five hundred and twenty acres. Hugh
Funk was ten years of age when he came to Wayne county, having driven a

herd of sheep and cows from Virginia. On this arduous journey, his mother

rode horseback, carrying a baby. Hugh's education was very limited, but he

became a shrewd business man. He settled where the subject now lives in

Plain township in 1834, having cleared most of the place. He was among the

flrst men in the locality to become a Republican, and although he took an

active part in party affairs, he never desired public office. In his family were

seven children.

Laban Funk, subject of this sketch, was educated in the common schools

and he has always followed farming. His parents were the pioneers of the

Christians in Plain township, having been converted under the ministry of

the noted Alexander Campbell. They were charter members of three differ-

ent congregations.

In 1877 Laban Funk moved to Porter county, Indiana, but returned here

in 1903. He was married in 1876 to Elizabeth Bair and the following

children have been born to them ; Effie, living in Washington, D. C.
;
Carson,

living in Wisconsin; Corwin, deceased; Elizabeth and Zola, both living in In-

diana; Lyda Loos died in early childhood.

Politically Mr. Punk is a Republican, and he has also worked in the tem-

perance cause.

JAMES A. YARGER.

It is interesting to study the career of such a man as J. A. Yarger, who
has succeeded in the material affairs of this life not because he was the child

of inherited fortune or that some one has helped him, but because he has dili-

gently applied his energies in the proper channels. He is a native of Car-

roll county, Ohio, where he was born Februai-y 22, 1874, the son of John H.

and Catherine A. Yarger. He lived on the home farm until he was fifteen
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years of age. He receiced his education in the common schools, and began his

business career by learning the milling trade. When sixteen years of age,

being ambitious to aduance himself, he attended night school and received

a very serviceable education. While an apprentice in the milling business he

served three years for ten dollars per month, the last year receiving twenty-

five dollars. He was very adept in this line of work and was given a position

in some of the best mills of the county, while yet a mere boy holding the re-

sponsible position of head miller, and he has ever since held important posts

in many large mills, his services being in great demand owing to his skill

and thorough knowledge of this line and his faithfulness to duty. He was in

Janesville, Wisconsin, for four years, having been connected with the

Blodgett Milling Company, in which he was a stockholder. For a short time

he was with the Eckhart & Swan Milling Company of Chicago, also the Bur-

ger-Anderson Company’s mill and with the Hardesty Brothers at Canal Dover

for about two years. He traveled on the road selling fiour and other mill

products. In the spring of 1908 he purchased the Sellers mill at Dalton,

Wayne county, Ohio, which he has repaired by painting and general over-

hauling until he has now one of the best mills in the county, well equipped for

turning out high-grade flour and other products and the mill is very popular

in the eastern part of the county. It has a capacity of eighty barrels per day.

Recently this mill has been consolidated with another one at Dalton and Mr.

Yarger is treasurer and manager of the new concern. Mr. Yarger also owns
one-half interest in the Canton (Ohio) Hay and Grain Company, which is

doing a good business. He is the owner of a splendid res'dence property in

Canton, and he is interested in the Dalton Driving Park Association in his

home city. He has been very successful in whatever he has been interested.

Also he is a director and manager of the Noble Oil and Gas Campany,
of Canton, Oh'o.

Mr. hYrger was married to Anna Amendt, a native of Medina countv,

this state, where she was born in 1875 where her family has long been

prominent. To this union two children have been born, William F., March

3, 1894, and Ethyline, December 12, 1897.

Mr. and Mrs. Yarger are members of the Methodist Episcopal church,

also meml)ers of the Bilfle class and the Sunday .school. Mr. Yarger is a

memlier of the State Millers’ .\ssociation and the Illinois Traveling Men’s
Association. Politically he is a Repul)lican, l)ut independent in local affairs.

He has won a reputation wherever he has been for fairness and honorable

dealing with his fellow men in every respect. Dels a good mixer and well

h'ked by all who know him for his industry and excellent personal traits.
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JAMES CUTTER SCOTT.

Another of the native sons of the Buckeye state who has here passed his

entire life and by his energy, integrity and progressive methods attained a

high degree of success, is Mr. Scott, whose farm homestead of one hun-

dred and sixty-four acres lies in section 23, about four miles east of the

town of Fredericksburg. He is a representative of one of the pioneer families

of the state, since his grandfather was one of the earliest settlers in this sec-

tion of the state, and that he has attained his prosperity by worthy means

is evident from the unqualified esteem in w'hich he is held in the community

where the greater portion of his life has been passed.

James C. Scott was born on the loth of November, 1862, in Saltcreek

torvnship ,Wayne county, Ohio, and is a son of William and Charity (Cutter)

Scott. William Scott was born in Franklin township, Wayne county, Janu-

ary 12, 1837, and w^as the son of James Scott, who was one of the earliest

pioneers of this county. He was a farmer and rvas a man of splendid stand-

ing among those who knew him. William Scott secured a limited education

in the subscription schools of that early day, but he w^as a close observer of

men and things and was generally considered a very well-informed man. He
was possessed of those sterling qualities of character which make a man of

force in a community and his support and influence were always given to

those movements which promised to benefit the community in which he

lived. He remained wdth his parents, assisting in the labors of the farm,

until his marriage, which occurred in 1861, when he located on the farm

which is now operated by the subject of this sketch, where he remained

until about seven years prior to his death. He there made many permanent

and substantial improvements and was regarded as an energetic and pro-

gressive agriculturist. He also owned an interest in what was known as the

Scott & Munson mill at Apple Creek, and his death occurred suddenly while

at work in this mill on April 27, 1897. He was not much of a politician,

but was well known throughout the county, having for a number of years

been heavily engaged in the buying and selling of stock, his business taking

him to all parts of the county. In religion he was a member of the Metho-
dist Episcopal church, and his life was consistent with his profession. He
was domestic in his tastes and cared little for social life away from home,
consequently ne\’er joined any fraternity. His wife, who bore the

maiden name of Charity Cutter, was born in Franklin township, Wayne
county, and there she spent her early life. Her parents, who also were early

settlers of that locality, had the following children: Jane C. and Laura E.,

who married a Mr. Gabriel. The mother of these children died on the 22d
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of March, 1869, and subsequently Mr. Scott married Mary L. Burbridge, who

is now living at Fredericksburg. To this union were born five children,

namely; Ida May, who died in infancy; Burton R., of Saltcreek township,

this county; Elmer Ray, deceased; Victor, of Fredericksburg; Herschell, who

is a resident of California.

The subject of this sketch was reared to the life of a farmer and secured

his early education in the district schools of the neighborhood. He re-

mained at home until he had reached the age of twenty-three years, when

he was married and started out in life for himself. He is the owner of one

of the fine farms of the township, in which he takes a justifiable pride, as the

place has been brought up to and maintained at its present high standard of

agricultural excellence through his persistent efforts. Fie is progressive in his

methods, keeping in close touch with the latest advances in the science of agri-

culture, and he has been rewarded with very gratifying results in his opera-

tions. His buildings, fences, machinery and other accessories all indicate

the owner to be a man of sound judgment and wise discrimination and he is

held in high esteem because of the results which he has attained. He con-

ducts farming along general lines, raising all the crops common to this sec-

tion of the country and also gives some attention to the raising of livestock.

In 1886 Mr. Scott took unto himself a helpmeet in the person of Ella

M. Stauffer, who was born in Saltcreek township, this county, September 2,

1865. Her father, John Stauffer, was a native of Germay, and came to the

United States in his youth, becoming one of the early settlers of Wayne coun-

ty. To Mr. and Mrs. Scott the following children have been born : Lenora,

aged twenty-one years
;
Orpha, aged nineteen

;
Stella, aged seventeen

;
Minnie,

aged fifteen; Lloyd, aged twelve; Reva, aged ten; Mabel, aged eight; Mildred,

aged three. Their first born died in infancy.

Mr. Scott has been progressive and public spirited and has for a good

many years run a threshing machine in season, being well known in this

capacity throughout the county. In many other ways he shows his enterpris-

ing spirit and any movement looking to the improvement of the community
in any way receives his endorsement and support. He has taken a live and

commendable interest in local public affairs and during the past six years he

has lieen rendering efficient service as trustee of the township. He is an ar-

dent supporter of the Democratic ticket and is one of the leaders of the party

in the county. His religious affiliation is with the Methodist E])iscopal church,

in which faith he was reared, the members of his family also being members
of this society. Because of his genial disposition and fine per.sonal ([ualities,

he has won and retains a host of warm personal friends.

(64)
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GEORGE C. BIDLE.

The general public has ever taken great pleasure in tracing the history

of a man who started on life’s career handicapped in many ways, but who,

notwithstanding innumerable olistacles, pushed forward manfully and finally

reached the goal of success set before him. The career of the widely known
and public-spirited citizen whose name appears above affords an impressive

example of what energy, directed and controlled by correct moral principles,

can accomplish in overcoming an unfavorable environment and lifting its

possessor from a comparatively humble origin to a position of usefulness and

comparative affluence. Mr. Bidle is too well known in East Gnion township

to need an elaborate formal introduction. Eminently a self-made man, hav-

ing carved his own way in the world, and honestly earning every dollar in

his possession, he ranks with the most enterprising and successful of his

compeers and has won a name and reputation which place him among the

representative citizens of his native county.

George C. Bidle traces his ancestral line to Philip Bidle, who was a

native of Elessen-Darmstadt, Germany, where he was reared and married. In

1852 he brought his family to the United States, the slow-going sailing ves-

sel on which they took passage requiring fifty-two days to cross the Atlantic.

The family located in Stark county, Ohio, where the father was employed

at day labor. He eventually acquired a small piece of land, but never suc-

ceeded in getting much ahead financially. He was the father of eight chil-

dren, six daughters and two sons. Of these, all the daughters are still living.

Of the sons, John Bidle, the subject’s father, was born at the ancestral home

in Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, in 1838, and in 1852 accompanied the family

on their emigration to the United States. During his boyhood and young

manhood it was necessary for him to labor constantly to assist in the support

of the family, in consequence of which he was not enabled to attend school

after coming to this country, his education being confined to this training in

the German schools. He continued to work at day labor and he also ac-

quired a small farm, to which he devoted his attention as far as possible when

not otherwise engaged. He was a hard worker and succeeded in keeping

his family in fair circumstances. He married Nancy Stauffer and to them

were born three children, namely : One that died in infancy unnamed
;
George

C., the subject of this sketch, and Melissa A.

George C. Bidle was reared by his parents and in his youth he was

enabled to attend the common schools, securing a fair education. During his

minority he worked as a farm hand, and after he attained his majority he
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retained his own wages, which prior to that time had been faithfully given

to assist in the support of the family. From this time on Mr. Bidle made

rapid progress. He was a hard worker, a good manager, and exercised a

wise economy, so that in due time he found himself in a position to buy land.

In 1893 he bought ninety-seven acres and later, in 1898, he bought eighty-

three acres of land located in section 21, now owning one hundred and

eighty acres, and this land he occupied in 1906 and has since devoted himself

faithfully to its cultivation. A number of splendid improvements have been

made on the place by Mr. Bidle, including a large, commodious and well-ar-

ranged barn, and in many other respects he has shown his good judgment

and wise discrimination. He carries on a general line of farming and also

gives some attention to the raising of livestock, on both of which lines of

effort he is meeting with a very gratifying degree of success. Starting with

practically nothing excepting a pair of ready hands and a stout and willing

heart, he persistently fought his way upward step by step and today his land

alone is conservatively estimated to be worth at least sixteen thousand dol-

lars.

On Christmas day, 1888, Mr. Bidle married Lulu Craven, who was born

October 17, 1868, the daughter of John and Elizabeth (Mclntire) Craven.

Both of her parents are natives of Wayne county and are now living in

Wooster township. Mrs. Bidle was reared on a farm and received a good

practical common school education. To the subject and wife have been born

four children, namely: John W., born April 10, 1890; Charles W., born

August 30, 1891; George W., born March 17, 1905; Elizabeth N., born

April 28, 1906.

Religiously Mr. and Mrs. Bidle are faithful and consistent members of

the Methodist Episcopal church at Apple Creek, of which Mr. Bidle is a

member of the board of trustees and his wife is an active member of the

Ladies’ Aid Society. In politics Mr. Bidle is a Democrat and has seiwed as

trustee of East Union township and as a member of the school board. By a

life of consistent endeavor and right living, Mr. Bidle has earned and re-

tains the unbounded confidence and esteem of his fellow citizens throughout

the township in which he lives.

IRVIN O. STAIR.

A name deserving of mention in a work of the character of this history,

which has to do with the progressive and honorable citizens of Wayne county,

is that of I. O. Stair, who, by a life of consecutive endeavor along praise-
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worthy lines, has succeeded in establishing a good home and maintaining the

excellent reputation of his forbears. He was born December 20, 1865, in

Plain township, Wayne county, the son of Fred Stair, a highly honored citi-

zen of this county. The subject was educated in the district schools of his

native township, and early in life he turned his attention to farming, which he

has always followed in a very successful manner. He is now the owner of

ninety-three acres of highly improved land on which he conducts a general

farming business. He keeps some good stock and has a nice home and all

the farming implements that he can use in the successful operations on his

farm.

Mr. Stair was married on December 22, 1887, to Eva Rebecca Bechtel,

daughter of T. O. Bechtel, who is mentioned at length in another part of this

work. She was born, reared and educated in Plain township, and she has

borne her husband the following children : Glen O. and Ethel May, the lat-

ter dying March 30, 1908. The mother of these children passed to her rest

on April 25, 1909. Glen O. Stair was married on June 20, 1909, to Edna
May Swartz, and they have a son, Earl Allen, born March 21, 1910.

Mr. Stair and family are members of the Reformed church at Reeds-

burg. Politically he is a Democrat, but he prefers to devote his time to his

individual affairs rather than mingle in politics.

WILLIAM MUSSER.

The life of the subject of this review has been such as to bear aloft

the high standard which had been maintained by his father, who was one of

the pioneers of Wayne county and whose life was signally noble, upright and
useful,—one over which falls no shadow of wrong, in thought, word or deed.

Such was the type of man who laid the foundations and aided in the develop-

ment of this favored section of the Buckeye state, and to their memories will

ever be paid a tribute of reverence and gratitude by those who have profited by
their well-directed endeavors and appreciated the lessons of their lives.

William Musser was born in Saltcreek township, Wayne county, Ohio,

on the 9th of June, 1835, and is a son of Jacob and Sarah S. (McDonald)
Musser. Jacob Musser was born in canton Bern, Switzerland, in 1800, and
Sarah McDonald was born in Eauquier county, Virginia, Eebruary 16, 1808,

the daughter of a Revolutionary veteran, her father having served with Wash-
ington. Jacob Musser came to the United States in 1816 with a family
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named Summers, and came at once to Wayne county, Ohio, where he re-

mained about six years. He was a carpenter liy trade and here he was steadily

employed at his trade. He was economical and at the end of the period indi-

cated he returned to his native land for a year’s visit with his parents. Re-

turning then to the United States, he went first to Shenandoah county, Vir-

ginia, where he was married and soon afterward came to Wayne county. The

trip was made by horseback, and on their arrival here they located in Salt-

creek township, where Mr. Musser worked at the carpentering trade, build-

ing many of the best houses in the community. He was a good workman

and enjoyed a good repute among those who knew of him and his work. In

later life he took up the vocation of farming, having acquired his land

through earnest and persistent labor at the carpenter’s bench. His first real

estate purchase was in Saltcreek township, the land being now owned by

Howard Crosby. This land was partly cleared when he acquired possession

of it and he erected a comfortable house and made other permanent and sub-

stantial improvements. After selling this property some years later he moved

to East Union township, where he made his home until his death, on Decem-

ber 23, 1881. His wife died September 18, 1900. They were the parents of

four children, namely; William, the immediate subject of this sketch; Cath-

erine, who became the wife of L. C. Reichenbaugh and lives in East Union

township; Lucy is the wife of a Mr. Smith and lives in Paint township, this

county; Emily, the wife of a Mr. Brown, of Saltcreek township. Jacob Mus-

ser was domestic in his tastes, preferring the companionship of his wife and

family to any other, and he had no inclination to mix in politics. He was

formerly a Democrat, but on the outbreak of the Civil war he allied himself

with the Republican party, with which he remained identified afterwards. He
belonged to no church or lodge, but enjoyed a widespread reputation for his

absolute honesty and fair dealing in business affairs.

William Musser was reared under the parental roof and attended the dis-

trict schools. Though these early schools were crude in equipment and

somewhat primitive in educational methods, Mr. Musser was a good student

and succeeded in securing a fair education. He has always been a close reader

and is considered a well-informed man on topics generally. He was early

inured to the labors of a farm and has continued to follow that pursuit all

his life. He remained at home until his marriage, when he moved onto land

in section 3, Saltcreek township, and here he has lived continuously since.

He owns about two hundred and thirty acres of fine land, all of which is un-

der cultivation excepting about thirty acres of good timber land. Here he has

carried on a general system of farming and has achieved a distinctive success
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along this line. The place was partly cleared when he secured possession,

but the present buildings have been erected by the subject, who has made other

substantial improvements. The condition of the soil has been carefully looked

after, the fences are kept in good condition, and in all ways Mr. Musser has

given evidence of his capability and enterprise in this honorable calling.

Mr. Musser married Caroline Emick, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

George Emick, natives of Baden, Germany. These parents were married

in the h'atherland and had several children when they settled in Wayne county,

where INIrs. Musser was born on the 2cl of June, 1840. Mr. and Mrs. Musser

are the parents of four children, namely: Emma, who is the wife of Arthur

Senff, of Apple Creek, this county; Sydna Ann, at home; Elarvey, deceased;

Charles, of Saltcreek township, married Lulu Bale and they have two children,

Mildred and Howard.

In matters political Mr. Musser is inclined to support the Republican

ticket on national issues, but in local affairs he is independent. He has never

made any effort to secure public preferment, though he served on the school

board for twenty years, giving efficient and appreciated service in that capac-

ity, and at one time he was the nominee of his party for county commis-

sioner, but he made no effort to be elected. In religion, the family are mem-
bers of the Reformed church at Apple Creek. At one time Mr. Musser was

a member of the Independent Order of Odd Eellows, but is now non-affiliated.

Mr. Musser is recognized as one of the influential and progressive farmers

of his native county, using marked discrimination in the conducting of his

agricultural enterprises and thus winning the merited reward of definite suc-

cess. He has lived in this community from his childhood and his life has

been such as to gain and retain to him unqualified confidence and esteem.

C. WILLIS HORN.

It should be a matter of general congratulation when the younger

members of a community, especially those who seem to be destined for lead-

ers, take an active interest in the development of morals. In this age of fast

living and faster dissipation of wealth in frivolous amusements, the appear-

ance of a steady head and a firm hand to control conduct must be considered a

real blessing in any neighborhood. Such a citizen is C. Willis Horn, who,

while yet a young man, has won recognition as an attorney of no small calibre
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and a man in whom his community may expect the future to give up many a

triumph. He is a native of Dalton. Sugar Creek township, Wayne county,

where the major part of his life has been spent, having first seen the light of

day September 20, 1878, the son of Edward and Alice (Davidson) Horn,

people of unusual traits of character. At an early age he entered the common

schools of Dalton, rvhere he made a splendid record, graduating from the high

school in 1898. While attending school he worked in the shoe store of

L. C. Davidson; but not finding the mercantile business to his liking and

having long had an inclination to the legal profession he entered the law office

of C. M. Yocum, of Wooster, where he read law for a period of six months,

then entered the Ohio Northern University at Ada, this state, graduating

from the la'w department of that institution in 1901, having made a very com-

mendable record, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He opened an

office in his native town of Dalton in 1902 and has been practicing here ever

since. He met gratifying encouragement from the first and has succeeded

in building up a large clientele, having established a wide reputation as a very

capable and painstaking attorney, who ever looks to the interest of his

clients in a manner that has won the confidence of all who know him. He
is not only well versed in both criminal and civil jurisprudence, but he is a

forceful and earnest speaker, his arguments convincing and logical.

Mr. Horn has never assumed the responsibilities of the married state.

Politically he is a Democrat and an active worker in the party. He is at

present town clerk and city solicitor of Dalton. In church affairs he belongs

to the Methodist Episcopal denomination. He takes an interest in church

and educational matters and all affairs that tend to the betterment of his

community, and he has won the highest respect of all classes.

JACOB A. MOSER.

One of the most thoroughgoing and respected agriculturists of Sugar
Creek towmship, Wayne county, is Jacob fV. Moser, the descendant of an ex-

cellent old family. He was born in this township March 4, 1872, the son of

.\. P. and Mariah ( Welty ) IMoser, the former born in this townshiji July 23,

1836, the son of Peter Moser, who was born in the canton of Berne, Switzer-

land, in 1809. Pie came to the United States as a single man, here met and
married Anna Baer, a native of the same country, and they were among the
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earliest settlers of Wayne county and here they spent the balance of their

lives ,011 the farm which they hewed from the wilderness. They were the

parents of six sons and three daughters. A. P. Moser was reared in Sugar

Creek township and lived here all his life, becoming a prosperous farmer and

an influential man in his community. Starting in life with but little, he be-

came the owner of one hundred and sixteen acres of good land on which he

made a comfortable living. He was a public-spirited man and an earnest

Christian. He and his wife were the parents of eight children, seven living

in 1910.

Jacob A. Moser was reared on the home farm which he assisted in de-

veloping, receiving a common school education. He remained at home until

he was married in 1893 to Anna Hofstetter, who was born in Sugar Creek

township October 23, 1872. Her people were long well known here, having

been among the representative farmers of their community. Mrs. Moser re-

ceived a fairly good common school education in her native community.

Mr. and Mrs. Moser are the parents of two children, Ellen May, born July 2,

1894, and Victor Hugo, born December 13, 1897.

When Mr. Moser started out in life for himself he purchased the farm

of eighty-two acres in section n. Sugar Creek township, going in debt for

most of it, but, being a man of thrift and a good manager, he soon had the

place all paid for and excellent improvements made. He has one of the finest

and most comfortable homes in the township and also a good barn and out-

buildings in general. He keeps some good stock and carries on general

farming in a manner that yields him a good income. In fact, the larger part

of his success has been in raising and dealing in stock.

In politics Mr. Moser is a Democrat. He was assessor of his precinct

two years. He takes much interest in whatever makes for the improvement

of the community in which he has been reared and made a success of his life

work.

JAMES HOWARD FISHER.

It is the pride of citizens of this country that there is no limit to which

natural ability, industry and honesty may not aspire. A boy born in poverty

and reared under the most adverse surroundings may nevertheless break

from his fetters and rise to the highest station in the land. And the quali-

ties do not have to be of transcendant character to enable him to accomplish

this result. It is more the way he does it and his skill in grasping the oppor-
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tunities presented, than to any remarkable qualities possessed by him. Ac-

cordingly, it is found that Yery often in this country the president, governor

and other high public officials possess no higher ability than thousands of

other citizens. They have simply taken better advantage of their circum-

stances than their fellows. And this truth runs through every occupation.

The farmer who rises above his fellow farmers does so because he has found

out how to rise above the surroundings which hold others down. Such a

farmer is James H. Fisher, who owns a comfortable landed estate of one

hundred acres in section 12, Saltcreek township, Wayne county, Ohio, and he

is eminently entitled to representation in a volume of this character.

Jam'es Floward Fisher was born in Saltcreek township, this county, on

the 6th of January, 1852, and is a son of Wilson and Sarah (Chapman)

Fisher. Wilson Fisher was also a native of this township, and is descended

from early pioneers of this county, they having come here from Pennsylvania

at a time when there had been but little done in the development of the state.

They were farming folk and located on land near Fredericksburg. Wilson

Fisher was a good farmer and hard worker and he carried on general farm-

ing operations with success there. Subsequently he moved to near Fremont,

Williams county, and lived there until the precarious condition of his health

compelled him to move back to Wayne county. He made no improvement

and his death occurred in the fall of 1858. He was but twenty-eight years

of age, and was a young man of bright promise for the future. He had mar-

ried Sarah Chapman, who was born in Pennsylvania and came here in an

early day with her parents, who located at Mount Eaton, this county. To
Mr. and Mrs. Fisher were born three children, James H., Frank, and Mary,

who lives in Pennsylvania. Some time after the death of her husband, Mrs.

Fisher married George W. Boyer, ’who was born in Washington, Pennsyl-

vania, and to them was born one child, Louisa, who is now married and liv-

ing in Pennsylvania. Mr. Boyer enlisted for service during the Civil war

and became the captain of an ambulance train, in which capacity he was

serving when he was shot and killed during the progress of a battle. After-

wards his widow became the wife of Mordecai Amos, and to that union there

was born a son, Edward.

James H. Fisher is indebted to the schools of Williams county for his

early education, his attendance not going further than the common school.

After the death of his father, at which time he was but seven years old, he was

put out to work on farms in Holmes county. Fie was among total strangers

and thereafter was not given much opportunity to attend .school and was de-

nied many other things dear to a hoy. When he was nineteen years old he
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started out in life for himself and engaged in farming by the day and month

and when he was twenty-two years old he was in the employ of John D.

Armstrong. The following year he commenced farming for himself and has

been prospered, so that today he is considered one of the successful agricul-

turists of the township. His career has been characterized by energetic

efforts, sound judgment and wise economy, in which he has been ably as-

sisted by his good wife, and, despite numerous obstacles and discouragements,

he has forged ahead and achieved the success which ever lured him on. In

addition to the cultivation of the soil, Mr. Fisher has given much attention

to the raising of livestock and during the past fifteen years he has bought and

shipped large numbers of animals, having been notably successful in this line

of effort.

Mr. Fisher has been a Republican all his life, and in 1886 was elected

trustee of the township by a majority of three votes, the township being nor-

mally Democratic by ninety. In 1889 he was again the nominee of his party

for the same office and this time he was elected by a majority of twenty votes,

thus testifying to his popularity as a man and to the satisfactory manner in

which he had discharged the duties of the office. He has been several times

offered the nomination for various county offices, but has invariably declined

to allow his name to go before the voters. He is one of the prominent and

well-known men of the county and undoubtedly would come as near being

elected as any Republican in the county. Mr. Fisher belongs to no church,

but his wife and daughter are members of the Methodist Episcopal church at

Maysville, to which he gives a liberal support.

On June 15, 1876, Mr. Fisher was united in marriage to Elizabeth Spen-

cer, a daughter of R. W., better known as “Dick” Spencer, a native of Penn-

sylvania, as was also his wife. Mrs. Fisher was born in Holmes county, Ohio,

on New Year’s day, 1855. To this union have been born nine children, who
are briefly mentioned as follows : Osborn H. married Alta Latchat and they

have one child; Mary is the wife of J. J. Stoufer and they are the parents

of two children; William is at home; Sadie is the wife of Harry Grow;

Giles; R. Walton; Hattie is the wife of Charles Tillich; Nettie is the wife of

Bert Smedley; John married Pearl Gordon and they are the parents of one

child.

Quiet and unassuming in his demeanor, he has made many friends in

this township, and all are united in their high regard for one who has lived

an honest, industrious and upright life in their midst for so many years. A
good citizen, a careful farmer and a man devoted to his friends and family,

Mr. Fisher occupies an enviable place in public regard.
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DANIEL LEINER.

What a great consolation it is to be able to say that onr ancestors were

people of snch sterling worth that nothing derogatory was ever said about

them. Daniel Leiner, one of the substantial farmers and stockraisers of East

Union township, can see nothing but good results flowing from the life work

of his parents and grandparents, their influence being for right living and

steady industry while they lived, and many of their worthy traits have mani-

fested themselves in the subject, whose reputation in his community is of the

best. He was born in Wooster township, Wayne county, March 9, 1861, the

son of George and Sofia (Parson) Leiner, the father having come to this

county from Germany, where he was born
;
the mother also first saw the

light of day in the Eatherland, where they both grew^ to maturity, coming

to the United States in 1849. George Leiner had little of this world’s goods

when he landed on our shores, but, being a man of thrift, he soon had a start,

first renting land, later purchased sixty-four acres in East Union township

where he lived comfortably until his death, June i, 1909, his wife having

preceded him to the unseen land in 1897. Mr. Leiner had reached the ad-

vanced age of eighty-seven years. To Mr. and Mrs. George Leiner eight

children were born, six of whom are living at this writing, namely: George

W., August, Daniel; Sofia, wife of Harry Frey; Kate, wife of G. V. F.

Bechtel
;
Emma, wife of W. H. Long, of Orrville.

Daniel Leiner was born south of Wooster and he has spent his life in

Wooster and East Union townships. He was educated in the district schools,

working on the home farm in the meantime. At the age of twenty-one he

started in life for himself and has been engaged principally in the threshing

machine business, becoming widely known as one of the leading threshing

men in Wayne county, and, owing to his good management and activity, he

has prospered at this. He is the owner of eighty-three acres of excellent

land in East Union township where he carries on general farming very suc-

cessfully. He is a breeder and raiser of heavy draft and road horses, having

engaged in the same for a period of twenty years, and his stock has been

the admiration of thousands throughout this locality. He is regarded as an

exceptionally good judge of a horse and some high-grade ones are always to

be found at his place, and he has little trouble iu disposing of them at fancy

prices. He has a substantial and beautifully located home and good out-

buildings. Mr. Leiner has never assumed the responsibilities of the married

state. In politics he has long been more or less interested and has done



1020 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

much for the success of the Democratic ticket in his locality. He very capably

served as one of the county commissioners from September 17, 1900, to Sep-

tember 17, 1906. He has the welfare of his county at heart and any move-

ment looking to the betterment of the same has his loyal support. He is said

to be honest and straightforward in all his business transactions, consequently

has long ago won the confidence and good will of all who know him.

LEHMAN J. SMEDLEY.

This name is one known throughout Wayne county, for here Mr.

Smedley has passed his entire life and here his parents resided for many

decades. He has long been recognized as one of the leading agriculturists

and business men of his locality, and for many years has held a foremost

place among his fellow citizens. He has been faithful to his conceptions of

the duties of citizenship, ever striving to advance the interests of his fellow

men.

L. J. Smedley was born in East Union township, Wayne county, Ohio,

on the anniversary of our national independence, July 4, 1854, and is a son of

Samuel and Catherine ( Halfhill ) Smedley. The paternal grandfather was

Jacob Smedley, who, in 1826, came to East Union township, Wayne county,

settling in the southeast corner of the township, he having entered the south-

east quarter of section 36. He first built a rude log cabin, in which the family

li\-ed for awhile, but in due time this was superseded by a two-story hewed

log house, in which he spent his remaining days. The subject’s father after-

wards possessed this old house, and after him it became the property of the

subject of this sketch, but is now in other hands. Samuel and Catherine

Smedley were both native of Pennsylvania and accompanied their parents

to Ohio in 1826, the father being at that time ten years of age. Samuel was

reared under the parental roof and at his father’s death he acquired the

family estate, to which he added as he was able until eventually he was the

owner of two hundred and fifty-one acres of as good land as could be found

in the township. He was a hard-working and industrious man and stood high

among his fellows. To him and his wife were born seven children, of whom
one died in infancy and six are now living, namely: Cyrus S., of Paint

township, this county; Aaron H., of Paint township; Mary, the wife of

George Casteel; Susan, wife of Levi Arnold; Idell, wife of Albert Ereed, of

Oklahoma.
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L. J. Smeclley spent his youthful days on the home farm and during the

winter months he was given the advantage of attendance at the common

schools of the neighborhood. He remained as his father’s assistant until he

had attained his majority, when he started out on his own account, renting

seventy acres of his father’s land. He was successful in his farming opera-

tions and eventually acc]uired the ownership of the land. He is progressive

in his methods and has realized a handsome return from his operations, be-

ing now in fairly comfortable circumstances. In February, 1901, he left

the farm and located in the town of Apple Creek, where he has since resided.

He has engaged extensively in the buying and shipping of hay, which he

has found a lucrative business. He is also a stockholder and a member of

the board of directors of the Apple Creek Banking Company. In all his

business affairs he has shown a shrewdness and soundness oi judgment that

has given him a high standing among his business associates.

In politics Mr. Smedley is a stanch and uncompromising Democrat and

was honored by election to the position of trustee of East Union township,

in which he served for seven years to the entire satisfaction of his fellow

citizens. Fraternally he is a member of Apple Creek Lodge No. 324, Knights

of Pythias. Mr. and Mrs. Smedley are faithful members of the Apple Creek

Presbyterian church, of which they are generous supporters, Mr. Smedley

bemg a member of the board of trustees and superintendent of the Sunday

school.

On the 14th of August, 1879, Mr. Smedley was united in marriage to

Emma Lachat, who was born in Wayne county, Ohio, in November, 1862.

They have become the parents of three children, namely: V. W., of Iowa;

Madie, the wife of John Lechot, of Orrville, this county, and Catherine, who
died when seven month sold. Mr. Smedley belongs to the public-spirited, use-

ful type of men whose ambitious and desires are directed in those channels

through which flow the greatest and most permanent good to the greatest

number, and it is therefore consistent with the purpose and plan of this

work that his record be given among those of other representative citizens

of Wayne county.

WILLIAM JACOT.

.Among the intelligent, progressive and enterprising men who have suc-

cessfully directed their attention and labors to the noble work of huslrandry

in Wayne county and whose prosperity has come as the result of personal

effort, is Mr. Jacot, one of the substantial and honored agriculturists of
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East Union township, and aside from his position as a sterling husbandman,

he also has the honor of being the present treasurer of his township, the du-

ties of which position he is discharging to the entire satisfaction of his fel-

low citizens.

Mr. Jacot was born in the township in which he now resides on the

2d of March, 1868, and is a son of Julius and Sophia ( Reichenbach) Jacot.

These parents were both born in Switzerland, the former on March 24, 1841,

and the latter on February 5, 1839. death occurred in East Union town-

ship July 2, 1896. After her death, her husband felt an irresistible longing

for his old home in Switzerland and thither he went, and is still living there.

This worthy couple were the parents of sixteen children, twelve of whom are

living, namely: Fann’e, the wife of John Dunham: John L., of Medina;

Henry, deputy clerk of probate court at Wooster; William T., the subject

of this sketch; J. C. E., principal of the public schools at Smithville, Ohio;

George W., a student at Wooster University; Charles A., also a student at the

same institution; Albert, of Wooster; Alexander; Joseph, a teacher in the

reformatory school at Mansfield, Ohio; David, a teacher in the industrial

school at Lancaster, Ohio
;
Alary E., unmarried.

William Jacot was reared on the home farm and has always devoted

his attention to agricultural pursuits. He received a fair education in the

common schools of his neighborhood, and supplemented this training by at-

tendance at the Ada Normal School. Wdien twenty-one years of age he

started out for himself, working by the month at farm labor. After his

marriage in 1898 he farmed rented land for awhile, and by dint of the most

rigid economy, combined with wise discrimination and sound judgment in

his business affairs, he was eventually enabled to purchase a splendid fami

of fifty-five acres in section 22, East Union township, which he has con-

tinued to operate to the present time. He has made many good improve-

ments on the place and has maintained it at a high standard of excellence, so

that now it is considered one of the best farms in the township. Mr. Jacot

carries on general farming, combined with which he also gi^'es some atten-

tion to the raising of livestock, in both of which lines he is achieving a

distinctive success.

On December 25, 1898, Air. Jacot was married to Hannah Litsinger, of

Franklin township, Wayne county. She was born on September 21, 1870,

and received a good common school education. They have become the

parents of two daughters, Mabel S. and Ella M.

In religion Air. and Airs. Jacot are faithful members of the Presby-

terian church at Apple Creek, to which they give a generous support and of
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which Mr. Jacot is one of the trustees. In politics he is a stanch Democrat

and was honored by his party by the nomination for the position of township

treasurer, to which his fellow citizens elected him, and he has now given

four years of efficient and satisfactory service in this responsible position.

The subject has been a hard-working man, but has seen the reward for his

labor, his prosperity having come to him as the direct result of energy and

perseverance, his career thus illustrating most forcibly the pou'Cr of patient

and persistent effort and self-reliance.

CHARLES B. EYMAN.

In the respect that is accorded to men who have fought their own way

to success through unfavorable environment we find an unconscious recogni-

tion of a character which not only can endure so rough a test, but gain new

strength through the discipline. Such a man is C. B. Eyman, one of the

progressive agriculturists of East Union township who is one of the success-

ful men of his community because he has worked for it. He is a native of

Ashland county, Ohio, where he was born on January 17, 1868, the son of

S. B. and Isabelle (Tinkey) Eyman, a detailed account of whose lives is to

be found in the sketch of S. B. Eyman on another page of this work.

C. B. Eyman was the oldest of a family of five children. When about

two years of age his parents brought him to Wayne county, Ohio, and he was

reared in East Union township where he has spent the major portion of his

subsec|uent life. His boyhood days were spent on the home farm, which he

worked during the crop season and in the winter months he attended the dis-

trict schools, receiving a common school education. Naturally he took to

farming and remained with his father until he reached manhood. Having

started in life empty handed, he deserves a great deal of credit for what he

has achieved. He rented land for the first eight years he worked for himself,

and thereby got an excellent start: then he purchased the farm of one hundred

and eight acres in section 27, known as the Simon Bott farm, one of the

most excellent farms of this township. Since taking possession of the place

he has greatly improved it, making it rank with the best in the community.

1 le has a good dwelling and other buildings and he keeps some good stock,

being known as a horseman. ha\-ing for a number of years engaged in buv-

ing, feeding and selling horses and other stock. He is an excellent judge

of livestock of all kinds, especially horses, and some fine ones are to be found

on his place at all times, no small part of his income being derived from this
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source
;
however, general farming constitutes the principal line of business

which claims his attention and the bounteous harvests yielded by his well

cultivated fields would indicate that he has mastered the science of agriculture.

Mr. E}-man married iMillie Smedley, daughter of William Smedley and

a native of East Union township, this county, where she grew to maturity

and was educated, her parents being well known here. This union has re-

sulted in the birth of two children, Stanley, born in 1901, and Doyle, born

August 18, 1905.

Mr. Eyman is a member of the Reform church at Apple Creek, this

township, and politically he supports the Republican ticket. He takes great

interest in whatever tends to the welfare of \vs community and county, though

he prefers to devote his time to his farm and stock rather than seek public

office.

WESLEY SPANGLER.

The well-remembered and honored ex-county commissioner of Wayne
county, Wesley Spangler, was a native of Pennsylvania, having been born

near Carlisle, Cumberland county, in 1825, and during his long and useful

career he noted many wondrous changes, playing well his part in whatever

phase of the country’s development he was in touch with. Yost Spangler

was the name of the pioneer of this family in America. He was born in

Germany and, when eighteen years of age, in 1769, left his native land and

came to the United States. He settled in Berks county, Pennsylvania, and

there engaged in surveying; the country being new and many settlers com-

ing in, he was kept busy at his profession. He was twice married, having

wed two Weinholt sisters, by whom he became the father of eight children,

those by his first wife being: John, Philip, Samuel, Peter, Mary and Barbaraj

those by the second were Hannah and Yost. Erom Berks county, Pennsyl-

vania, this old pioneer moved to Lancaster county, that state, later to Cum-
berland county, where he followed farming for a number of years previous

to his death. Peter Spangler was the fourth son born to Yost Spangler, his

birth occurring in 1791 in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania; he married Susan

Zinn, and to their, ten children were born. In 1829 Peter Spangler, wife and

five children came to Wayne county. Ohio, and' purchased fifty acres of land,

formerly owned by A. McMonegal. He finally became the owner of one

hundred and thirty acres of land. Peter Spangler was a cooper by trade

and he followed the same for a period of forty years in connection with farm-

ing. His death occurred in 1863, when he was seventy years of age.
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Peter Spangler’s son, Wesley, of this sketch, was educated in the public

schools and the Canaan Academy, and he early in life decided to devote him-

self to agricultural pursuits. He was married in 1854 to Malinda Stair, and

to this union three children were born, namely : Viola and Arabella, each of

whom became teachers, received their education at the Smithville Academy

and Ada Normal; the other child is Charles W., who is engaged in farm-

ing.

Mr. Spangler resided in Chester township from the spring of 1859 to

June, 1893, when he purchased the farm where his family now resides, con-

sisting 'of one hundred and fifteen acres. He was very successful as a farmer

and stock raiser and in his old age he found himself surrounded by plenty as

a result of his active life and good management.

This excellent citizen was called to his rest on June 12, 1893. He was

elected county commissioner in the fall of 1881 and re-elected in 1884; this

was a rare thing for a Republican to do in those days, for the county was

strongly Democratic, but it showed the excellent standing of Mr. Spangler

among his constituents. He was also justice of the peace in Chester town-

ship for twelve years. He and his family were all members of the Methodist

Episcopal church at Congress. He continued to be actively engaged in farm-

ing until his death. He was known as a good neighbor, kindly, generous,

honest and obliging.

REV. R. M. MOOMAW.

Among the honored and respected citizens of East Union township,

Wayne county', Ohio, none stands higher in the esteem of his fellow citizens

than the gentleman whose name appears at the head of this sketch. As a min-
ister of the go.spel of Christ he has exerted a beneficent influence over hun-
dreds with whom he has come in contact personally or through the pulpit,

while as a private citizen he has won for himself an enviable reputation. He
has by a life of sterling integrity and persistent industry honored the com-
munity in which he lives and he is eminently entitled to representation in a

work of this character.

Rev. R. M. Moomaw was horn in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, Octoher
I I, 1875. In tracing his ancestry in the agnatic line, it is learned that he is

descended from one Peter Moomaw, who was a native of Germany, where he

was reared and educated. He came to America in a very early dav and set-
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tied in Pennsylvania, where he married and reared a family. Among his

children was Martin, who had a son Peter, who was the grandfather of the

subject of this sketch. Peter Moomaw came from Pennsylvania to Ohio in

1834 and settled in Tuscarawas county, where he spent his remaining years

and died. He was a miller by trade and was engaged in the operation of a

grist-mill for many years, being a prominent and well-known man in that

county for many years. His son Martin, father of the subject, was born in

Tuscarawas county, and in that county he was reared, lived his entire life

and died. He married Elizabeth Keim and they became the parents of eleven

children, of whom seven are now living, four of them being residents of

Wayne county. Those living are Samuel, George, Sarah, Martin G., Anna
L.. R. M. and C. C.

R. M. Moomaw was reared on his father's farm and early became accus-

tomed to the arduous labors incident thereto, being an able assistant to his

father. He received a good common school education, which he liberally

supplemented by attendance at the normal school at Stone Creek and the

Smithville Academy. He then engaged in teaching school, in which vocation

he was employed eight terms. Subsequently he became a minister in the

Church of the Brethren and is still engaged in the work of this sacred calling.

He is the owner of a splendid little farm of thirty-six acres in East Union

township, where he resides and which he is engaged in operating during the

active farm season, while during the winter season the greater part of his

time is devoted to the work of his church. Scholarly, deeply pious, devotedly

attached to his church, a vigorous and honest preacher, and an excellent cit-

izen, he has proven a power for good wherever he has proclaimed the Christ

message and many have been influenced through his persuasions to live better

lives. As an agriculturist, the subject has attained a definite success.

Though his farm is not as large as many about him, none have received

more faithful and painstaking attention and under his careful management

the place has been made to return a nice profit to its owner. He has made

a number of good improvements on the place and here he carries on a gen-

eral line of operations, raising all the crops common to this section of the

country.

On the 1st day of January, 1901, Rev. Moomaw was united in marriage

to Ada May Murphy, who was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, May i,

1879, where she was reared and secured a good education in the common

and normal schools. This union has been a most happy and congenial one and

has been blessed in the birth of two children, namely: Lois May, born May

4, 1906, and Miriam Elizabeth, born October 10, 1907.
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Such men as Mr. Moomaw reflect honor on any community and in every

phase of life’s activities in which he has been placed he has so conducted him-

self as to earn the approval of all who know him. With untiring effort and

with a nature so hopeful as to ever baffle discouragement, Mr. Moomaw car-

ries forward his work of improving the moral condition of his fellow men

and aiding in the development of sterling character, which represents all that

is of definite and permanent value in life,—the only thing that commands true

respect and honor and that broadens the nature and fits it for the progres-

sion of the life to come.

RUDOLF SCHMID.

Among the many honored and thriving citizens of Wayne county that

the republic of Switzerland has sent from her mountains and cities that

should be accorded special mention in a book of the nature of the one at

hand is Rudolf Schmid, who was born in the canton of Berne in 1856, the

son of Benedict and Mary Schmid, who lived and died in the old country,

and who were thrifty and highly respected citizens. Their son, Rudolf, re-

ceived his education in his home country. He had heard wonderful stories

of the opportunities to make a comfortable living in the great republic of

the new world and when a mere boy he conceived the idea of coming to

America to make his fortune
;
consequently, in 1884 he began the long tedi-

ous trip, landing on our shores in due time. He came directly to Wayne
county, Ohio, and settled near the old Schaum mill. He had learned the

carpenter’s trade in the old country, and he followed this for a period of

eight years after coming here. He saved his money and took up farming.

He rented land for several years and made money, thereby being enabled

to buy an excellent farm in 1898, consisting of one hundred and forty-two

acres, and on which he still resides. He has made a success at fanning and

is now well fixed, having a well-improved place, well stocked with various

kinds of livestock, poultry, etc., and he has a neat and comfortable home.

From 1898 to 1903 he turned his farm over to some of his children to man-

age while he continued to rent land. In the meantime he erected splendid

new buildings, building his barn in 1901 and his commodious dwelling the

following year. In 1903 he established his permanent home on this place.

In 1904 he and his wife made a trip to his old home in Switzerland, which

was a source of a great deal of gratification to Mr. Schmid, for he was re-

turning in ample circumstances to his native land, which he had left when
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a boy, practically without capital. In January, 1905, Mr. Schmid purchased

another fine farm of eighty-two acres, just across the road from him in

Congress township. He ra’ses an excellent grade of livestock, especially

horses and cattle, and he carries on general farming very successfully,—in

fact, he is one of the leading farmers of the township.

Mr. Schmid was married, in 1877, to Margaret Bingley, the daughter

of a highly-respected family, and this union has resulted !ii the birth of the

following children : Ernest, deceased ; Mary married William Shephard

;

Adolph married Myrtle Baughman ;
Rudolf married Etta Bear

;
Lena, now

Mrs. C. A. Steiner, of Plainfield, Illinois. The following children are all at

home, with the exception of Clara, deceased
;

Erecl Charles, Benjamin,

Daisy, Grace. The first five children named were born in Switzerland, the

remainder after Mr. and Mrs. Schmid came to America. Each member of

this family is highly respected in the community where they live. Religious-

ly, Mr. Schmid is a member of the Reformed church, in which he is a deacon

and elder. Politically he is a Democrat. He is one of nature’s noblemen,

whom it is a pleasure to meet.

REV. L. CODY MARSH.

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY.

Sometime after the year 1880, in the city of Louisville, Kentucky, at

some time in the day, some place in the city, I, like most other persons, was

born. The subject of dateology has never been my forte, so you must excuse

the approximate figures which must abound in this article. So far as I know,

I undertook adventures with such common boyhood heroes as Mr. Colic, Miss

LeEevre, Jim Mumps, etc. I do not remember meeting Miss Fitts. They

told me afterwards that I did little talking or crying, in fact, no talking until

I was two years old, and since then the stream has not stopped.

My father was in the real estate business in Cleveland, Ohio, about this

time and was one of those early blazers of the trail. He, with my grand-

father, opened and built up many of Cleveland’s streets, Beechwood, Alanson,

Auburndale and Penrose being some of them. My father was born some time

before the Civil war, but was not old enough to fight, bleed or flee for his

country. It would have been on the other side anyway. His people belonged

below the Mason and Dixon line. They were tobacco plantationers and

owned “niggers.” My parents met near Cleveland and were married about
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1880, the maiden name of my mother being Cody. “'Buffalo Bill" (William

F. Cody) is my cousin. No American has lived who is so well known as he.

Now that you know my parents, I’ll tell you what they did with me.

They sent me to school, which made me sore. I was rather on the hot house

order, so they had to travel to California, Mexico, Colorado and Florida

every winter with me. It was taking education and travel and health all in

one. Central high school managed to hold me for a period of four years.

In Cleveland I also studied medicine for about two years in the hospital, in-

tending to make it my profession. I played several leading and other parts

in the Cleveland Shakespeare Club. I received offers from theatrical com-

panies to sign up, but it never appealed to me.

Two years was served by me in Battery A. Artillery. It was the crack

battery of the state.

At the time I went to college my father had lost his business through

severe reverses, so I went down to Kenyon and worked my entire way

through. Hence I know that any young man who wants an education may

have it. During my first year my mother died. This and other matters led

me to consider the ministry and later I decided on it, took the necessary four

years in college, three in the seminary and was ordained in June, 1909. Dur-

ing my seminary course I held the parish at Jefferson, Ohio, and East Ply-

mouth, St. Ignace, Michigan, and many short supplies. On November i,

1908, I came to Wooster, was appointed to the parish by the bishop in the

spring, ratified by the parish and in August took up my position as minister

in charge. The parish, being without a minister for three years, was in bad

shape, but is growing satisfactorily.

And then comes that time in every man's life that a clergyman speaks of

as “Cana of Galilee.’’ The first miracle that Jesus performed was for man's

pleasure, for man’s wedding. So few of us realize the human side of Jesus

and thus few expect a human side to a clergyman. He is just as human as

anyone else. True divinity is true humanity. Our Lord showed us that the

life of God was the ideal life of man. But the publishers did not ask me to

write a sermon and I started to tell you about getting married. The finest

woman that ever lived was born and raised in St. Louis. She now lives in

the St. James church rectory, the wife of the dominie. She was Miss Mary
Eleanor Blake. With a great deal of pride I here make immortal the fact

that her grandfather was the first graduate of Kenyon College. Our marriage

took place in St. Louis. June 26, 1909. It was the hottest day iu history.

That is prol)ably why our love is still so warm. You will always find the

rectory a most ])leasant place to visit. W’hen you come I’ll prove it. Before
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leaving this .section, I must tell yon that i\Irs. Marsh comes from a long line

of Episcopal clergy. Her father varied the line by proving to the world that

a Blake could excel in business. The Blakes excel in everything,—well, so

do the iMarshes.

I have felt my principal work to be among boys and young men. In

view of this, I have started a boys’ club, calling them the Knights of St.

James. St. James was known as “the just” and I want these boys to be

just men, full of good works. I have taken what was said about the boy-

hood of Jesus for outline of development. “He increased in wisdom, stature

and in favor with God and man.” I want them to have an all-around educa-

tion, such as an American gentleman should have. I want them to have a

well developed physique so that their bodies may be ready for any test. I

want them to grow in favor with men, by being morally clean, attractive in

personality, able to handle themselves, unselfish and lovable. They must grow

in favor with God by attending His worship, holding the idea of woman in

purity, using the spiritual faculties of prayer and good thought. We have

secured a club room to be fitted up with gymnasium apparatus, books, maga-

zines, games, with also provision for lecturing to the boys on business, poli-

tics, etc. In the summer time we hope to take camping trips. I might say

that there are one hundred boys in the Boys’ Club. They have a beautiful

ritual which they put on with great devoutness. They are increasing in

wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man. The older boys take

up debating, extemporaneous and public speaking, law, business and,—well

when you see presidents and governors and senators, and other history-mak-

ing men in the future, you will find their names on our roll. Here is what

they say the club does: “It gives us a good time without harm;” “it gives us

exercise without bad influence”
;

“it gives us inspirations to be great, and

wise and skillful in good things and not in bad." Here is hoping that a

Young Men’s Christian Association will succeed us. The boys have been

enthusiastic about the club and the good people of the town have taken hold

with me by purse, hand and heart. I can conclude no better than by saying

that in Wooster I have found hospitality, a considerateness and a group of

friends that I doubt could be matched anywhere.

JOHN P. KOEHLER.

Prospects were not very encouraging to Conrad Koehler, a native of

Germany, when, at the age of eighteen years, he found himself in a new
world, surrounded by people of strange customs and manners and with little
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capital in his pockets and no work at hand. But he had come to America

to wrest a fortune or at least a good living from her resources and he was

not to he daunted; consequently he made the best of his surroundings and

soon obtained work, having come to Wayne county, Ohio. His first em-

ployment was by the year for the sum of sixty dollars
;
this offer was made

by a Mr. Downey, with whom he stayed for three years
;
being economical,

he saved enough to get a foothold in a short time. He married Katherine

Allman and then moved on part of Mr. Downey's farm, renting the same

for about four years; later he rented another farm and continued to work

rented land for a period of sixteen years. Having by this time laid up

some money, he was enabled to purchase a farm near Dundee of one hundred

and forty-seven acres and there he lived for many years and prospered. He
now lives retired in his beautiful home which he built in Beech City. His

wife is also living at this writing. They are the parents of ten children,

namely. John P.
;
Prof. C. F., manager of a business college at Winona,

Minnesota; G. W., of Beech City, Ohio; George H., a lumber dealer in Bol-

ivar, Tuscarawas county, this state; Mary, wife of Emil Kapitzky, a bank

cashier; Frank is a teacher at Canton, Ohio; FI. C. is an attorney at Alliance,

this state; James A. is a practicing physician at Shelby, Ohio; Daniel is a

traveling salesman
;
Clark has remained single and is living at home.

John P. Koehler, of this review, was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio,

near Canal Dover, February i, 1854. Reared upon the home farm, he began

working on the same when he became of proper age and attended school in

the meantime, receiving a good common school education. He was married

in 1879 to Amanda Beam, who was born September 27, i860, and to this

union the following children have been horn; Iva, March 8, 1885, wife of

J. H. Evans, of Maumee, Ohio
;
Beta, born August 14, 1889: Dorsy L., born

June 16, 1882, died February 2, 1884; Derle D., born June 4, 1899.

In 1893 Mr. Koehler bought a farm of ninety-six acres one-half mile

east of Apple Creek in East Union township; since that time he has greatly

improved the place, built a house, which is modern and cozy, and remodeled

the barn. His place is very productive and it yields a good income.

Mr. Koehler is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church at Apple

Creek and a member of the official hoard
;
he is also interested in tlie work of

the Sunday school. In ])olitics he is independent, exercising his own judg-

ment in such matters, keeping well posted on current topics and he ])refers to

vote for the man rather than the party.

Mrs. Koehler was eight years of age when she came with her parents to

Wayne county, Ohio, in i860. Her parents. .\mos and Rebecca (.\dams)
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Beam, purchased a farm one mile east of Apple Creek. Amos Beam was born

in WAstmoreland county, Pennsylvania, December 13, 1824. Rebecca Adams

was born March 21, 1835, and her death occurred February 3, 1906, having

survived her husband four years, his death having occurred December 8,

1902. They were the parents of seven daughters and four sons. Those living

at this writing are given as follows : Anna, wife of Eli Braden
;
Elmer is

living in Cleveland, this state ; Alice is the wife of Cyrus Dunham, of Mas-

sillon, Ohio; Will’am, of Rochester, Pennsylvania; Charles, also living in

Rochester, Pennsylvania
;

Celia, wife of William Hobbs, of Canton, Ohio,

and Amanda, wife of John P. Koehler, of this review.

Amos Beam was one of the organizers of the Methodist Episcopal church

in his locality, and he was one of the pillars of the same, always being a lib-

eral supporter of the local church and a worker in its congregation. He was

a good and useful man, highly honored by all who knew him.

JOSEPH McCAULEY BROWN.

A most exemplary citizen and an honored hero of the war of the Re-

bellion is Joseph M. Brown, a prominent citizen of Saltcreek township, Wayne
county, Ohio. During his army career he was always found faithful to the

duties imposed upon him, thus winning the confidence and regard of his com-

rades and superior officers, while in his business life and social relations he

has ever manifested the same justice, integrity and reliability, and none know
him save to wish him well. He is a native of Pennsylvania, having been

born in Franklin county on the 17th of December, 1834. His father, John

Brown, also was a native of Franklin county, born September 3, 1803, and in

1836 came to Massillon, Ohio, with his family, consisting of his wife and

son, the subject of this sketch. Massillon was then the most important trad-

ing point in this section of the state, and he remained there a short time,

subsequently moving to Holmes county. He was a plasterer by trade and a

good workman, having been employed in that line during practically all his

active years. He remained in Holmes count}' until 1865, when he came to

YHyne county and located in Saltcreek township, where he spent his remain-

ing years, his death occurring in his eighty-ninth year. He was a man of

many fine qualities of character and was well likecBby all who knew him. In

Pennsylvania John Brown married Elizabeth Thompson, who was born in

Franklin county, that state, in 1817, her family having originally come from
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Scotland, where they belonged to the Clan Campbell, while the Brown an-

cestors were from Wales, where they were a prominent family, as they were

also in the Keystone state. Mrs. Brown lived to the ripe age of eighty

years. By her marriage with John Brown, she became the mother of ten

children, briefly mentioned as follows: Joseph Me., the subject of this

sketch, who was the only one of the children born in Pennsylvania; George

A., deceased; John D., deceased; Amy Ann died in infancy; the next two

children were twins, one of whom is dead, the other, Elizabeth, now making

her home in Wooster
;
Joanna is the wife of Robert Hatfield, who lives north

of Wooster; Calvin S., of near Apple Creek; William and Martha.

Joseph McCauley Brown attended the early subscription schools and se-

cured a fair education, which has been liberally supplemented during the

subsequent years by much reading and close observation of men and things,

so that he is a well informed man. He early learned the trade of a carpen-

ter, which he thereafter followed during most of his active years. He re-

mained under the parental roof until he had attained his majority, wdien he

went to northwestern Missouri, where he \vas employed at his trade until

the outbreak of the Civil war. He enlisted in Company F, Eighteenth Regi-

ment Missouri Volunteer Infantry, and served faithfully from October 10,

1861, until May 5, 1865. He took part in a number of heavy engagements

with the enemy, besides much skirmishing and marching, and at the battle

of Shiloh, he, together with the greater part of the regiment, was taken

prisoner and was kept in confinement during the following nine months, be-

ing in the prison at Macon, Georgia. He there received very severe treat-

ment and during a part of the time he was confined in the hospital. After be-

ing paroled, Mr. Brown rejoined his regiment and was with General Sher-

man on his march to the sea, and afterwards participated in the Grand Re-

view at Washington. He saw much arduous service and was four times

wounded. Enlisting as a private, his faithful services were recognized and

he soon became a sergeant, subse(|uently attaining the rank of a first lieutenant,

which rank he held when he was mustered out at Washington.

Immediately on the conclusion of his military service, Mr. Brown came

to Saltcreek township, Wayne county, and has made his home here ever

since. The greater part of the time he has lieen at his trade of carpenter,

though for several years he has not performed any hard labor, advancing

years admonishing him to hu.sband his strength. He is the owner of some

fine farming land in section 15, and is in fairly comfortable circumstances.

His character and life has been such that he has merited and retained the

universal regard of all who know him. He has taken an active part in local
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political affairs in the interest of the Republican party, having cast his first

vote for John C. Fremont for President. He has never sought office for

himself, but has lieen an active and influential man in the township. His

religious affiliation is with the Congregational church, while his wife is an

actii’e member of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Brown formerly belonged to

the Fredericksburg Post, Grand Army of the Republic, but his advancing

age prevented his attending the meetings and he has taken a discharge.

On the 13th of November, 1866, Mr. Brown was married to Mary Jane

Dunham, who was born in Saltcreek township, this county, May 21, 1840,

a daughter of Thomas and Margaret Dunham, who were early settlers in this

county. To Mr. and Mrs. Brown the following children have been born

:

Anna Alice is the wife of William Herman, of Franklin township, and they

have two children
;
Margaret Elizabeth, now deceased, was the wife of Theo-

dore First, by whom she had three children; Thomas D., who is a postal

mail clerk living at Mansfield, married Emma Christman; Maud died at the

age of sixteen years.

CHARLES M. SHANK.

An agriculturist of Chippewa township deserving of the high esteem in

which he is held by his neighbors is Charles M. Shank, who was born on

the farm he now owns, December i, 1864, thus being able to gratify an am-

bition which comes to but few of us—to spend our lives at the old home.

He is the son of George and Esther A. (Adams) Shank, the former born Feb-

ruary 13, 1837, on the same farm where Charles M., his son, now lives;

Esther A. Adams was born at Easton, Ohio, July 19, 1840. Charles M.

Shank’s paternal grandparents were John and Elizabeth Shank, natives of

Pennsylvania who came to Ohio in a very early day, making the trip in old-

fashioned wagons, which required twenty-one days. They settled on a farm

in Chippewa township. Which a Mr. Porter had entered, and here they spent

the remaining years of their lives. The maternal grandparents, Daniel and

Mary Ann Adams, were natives of Pennsylvania, and they, too, came to

Ohio in the pioneer days, locating near Easton, Chippewa township, where

they lived a few years and then moved to Manchester, where Mr. Adams lived

until his death, his widow spending her last days at Clinton with her daugh-

ters. Thus it will be seen that Mr. Shank’s family has been a familiar one

in this county since its early settlement, and suffice it to say that each member

has borne a reputation that can not be assailed.
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The parents of Charles M. Shank grew to maturity in this county and

married at Akron, Ohio. On the old homestead George Shank followed

farming all his life, greatly improving the land by erecting two fine houses

and a barn and adding two hundred and fifty-one acres to the old homestead.

He was a trustee of Chippewa township for six years and he served as school

director for many years. He gave his attention principally to farming, and

he was considered one of the best in the township. In politics he was a Dem-
ocrat. To George Shank and wife two children were born, Charles M., of this

review, and William W.
After an eminently useful and successful life, George Shank passed to

his reward on March 21, 1903; his widow, a woman of many praiseworthy

traits, is still living. George Shank was for many years a deacon in the

Doylestown Lutheran church and he always took an active part in its affairs.

Charles M. Shank was educated in the district schools and the Clinton

high school. He was reared on his father’s farm, which he worked when he

became of proper age, and after his father’s death he continued the manage-
ment of the same in a successful manner. He has devoted considerable at-

tention to livestock and has become noted as a breeder of Durham cattle

during the past ten or twelve years, also thoroughbred Shropshire sheep and

Berkshire hogs, and no small part of his annual income is derived from this

source, his stock always finding ready sales owing to their high grade. He
has added to the original place until his farm now consists of two hundred
and sixty acres of as good land as Chippewa township can boast. It is well

improved and well managed.

Mr. Shank was married on March 26, 1890, to Ida A. Ries, a native

of Wayne county and the daughter of William and Mary Barbra (Frase)

Ries, old settlers of Wayne county. This union has resulted in the birth of

five children, namely: Etta A., a student of the Doylestown high school;

Cora Mae, who died in infancy; Mfio Clifford; Howard Leland and Florence

Lucile.

Mr. Shank is a Democrat in his political affiliations, at present ably

serving bis townsbip as trustee; in January, 1910, he had held that office for

seven years and nine months. He has also been on the township school board

for a period of five years, and he has held various other local offices. He and
his wife are members of the Doylestown Lutheran church. They hold high

rank in the social circles of this vicinity as a result of their manv commend-
able traits of character.
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GEORGE LANDIS.

It is an axiom demonstrated by human experience that industry is the

keynote of prosperity. Success comes not to the man who idly waits, hut

to the faithful toiler whose work is characterized by sleepless vigilance and

cheerful celerity, and it has been by such means that George Landis, the pres-

ent popular and capable manager of the Doylestown State Bank, has forged

to the front and won an honored place among the substantial citizens of

Wayne county. He is widely known as a man of high character, and for

a number of years his influence has been marked and salutary. He was born

at Wellington, Lorain county, Ohio, October 26, 1869, the son of George

and Elizabeth (Leatherman) Landis. His paternal grandparents, John and

Elizabeth Landis, where natives of Pennsylvania where they lived, and they

died in Ohio; his maternal grandparents, John and Rebecca Leatherman,

were also natives of Pennsylvania ;
they moved to Medina county, Ohio, in

a very early day and died there.

George Landis, Sr., was born in Pennsylvania in 1829 and his wife,

Elizabeth Leatherman, was horn in Medina county, this state, in 1838. Eight

children were born to them. Mr. Landis was a pioneer farmer and saw-mill

man in his community and he did a great deal of work in both, developing

his farm and cutting timber in the winter months, having been very com-

fortably situated on his farm when he died. It was in 1868 that he moved to

Wayne county and settled in Rittman and there lived until his death in 1890,

having been killed in his own saw mill. He was a stanch Mennonite and he

lived a quiet and retired life, giving his exclusive attention to his personal

business affairs and to his family. He was regarded by all who knew him as

a man of more than ordinary attainments, although he never sought to make

any outward display, being reserved. He was truly a good and useful man.

He and his wife were the parents of these children, namely: John; Mary,

living in Portland, Oregon; Frank, superintendent of the Coppen mine in

Virginia; Amanda, Elizabeth, George (of this review), Allen and Sarah.

The mother of these children died in 1875.

George Landis, Jr., was educated in the common schools of Rittman,

graduating from the high school there in the class of 1889. He very early

manifested a taste for a mercantile life, and when he had finished his educa-

tion he entered the mercantile business in Rittman, remaining in the same for

a period of six years. He prospered and, desiring a broader field for his

operations, moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where he remained for a period of

twelve years, doing an extensive business there in the mercantile line. For
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six years before his graduation he worked in a store in Rittman for a Mr.

Apade, attending school in the meantime. In 1903 he went to Cleveland.

Observing an excellent field for a bank at Doylestown. this county, Mr.

Landis came here from Cleveland and organized the Doylestown State Bank,

of which he is cashier and manager at this writing, and he has succeeded in

building up the prestige of this institution along safe and sound lines, untd

it is widely patronized and has a reputation second to none in the county. He
seems to have a natural ability for banking and performs his duties in a man-

ner that elicits nothing but favorable comment from all concerned.

Mr. Landis was married in 1893 to Laura xA.mstutz, the accomplished and

affable daughter of Jacob xA.mstutz, mentioned elsewhere in this work. The

xAmstutz family has long been a prominent one in this county. To Mr. and

Mrs. Landis one child has been born, named Glen, a bright and interesting lad,

now^ a student in the Doylestown high school.

In his political relations Mr. Landis is a Republican and, although he

has been solicited by his friends to take public office, he has persistently re-

fused to do so, preferring to devote his attention exclusively to his personal

affairs. Both he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.

He is a member of the Knights of Pythias, Sterling Lodge, No. 173, and the

Foresters, Court Levan, Cleveland, Ohio.

Personally Mr. Landis is a straightforward, honest and painstaking busi-

ness man, courteous and obliging, and in the social circles of this vicinity he

and his wife stand high, and none are more deserving of the honor and es-

teem of the community.

WILLIAM HENRY WRIGHT.

To such men as William Henry Wrigh^life is so real that they do not

find time to plot either mischief or vice. Their lives are bound up in tbeir

duties, they feel the weight of their citizenship, and take pleasure in sowing

the seeds of uprightness in order that their contemporaries and their de-

scendants may be lienefited. He was born in Medina county, Ohio, Novem-
her 9, 1849, son ol Ephraim and Katherine (Wideman) Mb'ight. His

paternal grandparents were Jacob and Betsy Wfi-ight, natives of Pennsyl-

vania and of German descent. They came to Ohio about 1836 or 1838. and

located in Medina county, where they spent the remainder of their lives, d'he

nnternal grandparents. Jacol) and Catherine Wideman, were natives of Can-

ada, the former having been a British soldier in the American Revolution.
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and early in the nineteenth century he came to the United States, locating

in Medina county on a farm which he cleared and improved
;
he made his own

brick and built one of the largest and finest homes of that time in his county.

There he lived until his death, having nearly reached his ninetieth milestone.

Ephraim Wright was born in Pennsylvania in 1825, and his wife, Katherine

Wideman, was born in Medina county, Ohio, in 1829. They were married

in this state, Mr. Wright having come here with his parents in his youth.

He was a carpenter by trade
;
however, he followed it but a few years, when

he purchased a farm in 1856 on which he spent the remainder of his life.

He was one of the first to support the Republican party and he remained a

loyal supporter of the same. He was for some time justice of the peace, also

served as township trustee and in other minor offices. Both he and his wife

were members of the United Brethren church. They were the parents of

seven children, five sons and two daughters; those living are, W. H., of this

review; E. J., E. E., O. O., Dora M. and Charles.

Ephraim Wright was known as a man of firmness and justice and al-

ways fair in his dealings with his neighbors, who looked upon him as an

adviser. He died October 7, 1891, his widow surviving him until in Novem-

ber, 1903.

Wiliam Henry Wright was educated in the common schools of Wads-

worth township, Medina county, also at Doylestown under Professor Harshey.

He was reared on the home farm and when he reached maturity he quite

naturally took up farming for himself. Later he carried on a lumber busi-

ness and finally went into the tile business, making a success of whatever he

turned his attention to. On March i, 1892, he came to Wayne county and

located at Rittman and began the manufacture of drain tile, a business he

continued for a period of fourteen years. Eor the past three years he has

lived retired, surrounded by plenty as the evidence of his former years of

thrift and industry. He is the^owner of three very valuable farms, one in

Summit county and two in Wayne county. On his farm near Rittman a large

dairy is conducted, about twenty-five cows being kept—Holstein cattle—and

he is the only dairyman in this vicinity
;
he finds a ready market for his prod-

ucts, most of which goes to Akron. He is a man of rare soundness of judg-

ment and business ability.

Politically, Mr. Wright is a Republican, and though often solicited by

his neighbors and political leaders to accept public office, he would never do

so. Both he and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church.

Mr. Wright was married March 4, 1871, to Christa Eichelberger, a

native of Pennsylvania, who came to this state in her girlhood, her parents
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locating in Summit county. Her father, Gabriel Eichelberger, became well

known in his community. Mr. and Mrs. Wright are the parents of eight

children, named as follows : Grant Q., William E., Ada M., Maud L, Harry

E. G., Raymond Arthur (deceased), Charles Nelson and Susie Lucile.

No family in the county stands higher in social and business circles, the

Wrights having been prominent here since the early days.

HOWARD ROY McEADDEN.

One of the most straightforward, energetic and successful agriculturists

of Wayne county is Howard Roy McEadden. He is public spirited and thor-

oughly interested in whatever tends to promote the moral, intellectual and

material welfare of his locality, and for a number of years he has been num-

bered among its most valued and honored citizens.

Howard R. McEadden is a native son of Wayne county, Ohio, having first

seen the light of day at Smithville, on the nth of March, 1879. He is the

son of Robert and Mary (Bucher) McEadden, the former of whom was

horn in Pennsylvania and died March ii, 1907, and the latter born in Me-

chanicsburg, Ohio. The McEadden family is of Scottish origin and in the

members of the family are to be found those characteristics which make the

Scots so desirable an element in our great cosmopolitan population. The

subject’s father, Robert McEadden, came from Pennsylvania to Smithville,

Wayne county, in 1864 and for awhile he operated rented land. Being suc-

cessful in his operations, he was enabled, in March, 1884, to buy a tract of

one hundred and two and a half acres in the southern part of Congress town-

ship, which he made his home until his death, in 1907. He was a supporter

of the Republican party in politics and his religious belief was that of the

Dunkard church. To Robert and Mary McEadden were born four children,

namely : Elmer, a farmer in Congress township
;
Henry, a farmer in Ches-

ter township; Harvey, a farmer near Lattasburg, Ohio; Howard R., the sub-

ject of this review.

Howard R. McEadden secured his education in the district school com-

monly known as the Eairview school, in the northern part of Congress town-

ship, and his boyhood days were spent in the labors of the farm. Tde re-

mained with his father until he had attained his majority, when he went to

Ashland, Ohio, and learned the trade of a gas-fitter, at which he was em-

ployed eight years. On the death of his father, he returned to the home
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farm and has since had charge of it. His mother lives with him. Mr. Mc-

Fadden is an energetic and progressive man and apphes twentieth century

methods to his agricultural operations. He keeps the place at a high stand-

ard of excellence and his labors are rewarded with abundant harvests in

season. The farm buildings are kept in good repair, up-to-date machinery is

used in the operation of the place and the appearance of the premises indi-

cates the owner to lie a man of excellent taste and sound judgment.

On the 26th of November, 1899, Mr. McFadden wedded Fern Het-

tinger, who was born in Creston, Ohio, the daughter of Hess Hettinger,

now a resident of Ashland, Ohio. This union has been a most happy and

cono-enial one and has been blessed in the birth of one child, a hov, Ken-O

neth, born September 22, 1900. Mr. McFadden gives his support to meas-

ures for the general good and is accounted one of the progressive and prac-

tical young men of the community.

OLIN LEE KEAN. M. D.

The readers of this work are doubtless familiar with the name Kean, not

merely because the Doctor’s name has become a household word throughout

this locality, but also because his ancestors played an important part in the

affairs of the same for many years, establishing reputations for honor and

industry and making successes of whatever line of endeavor they turned their

attention to. Dr. O. L. Kean was born on the farm where he now resides

in Plain township, Wayne county, in 1857, the son of D. C. and Elizabeth

(Brubaker) Kean. The former was born on the same farm on which the

subject lives, and his wife was born in Ashland county, Ohio. The pa-

ternal grandparents of the subject were William and Elizabeth (Case) Kean,

the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter born in Plain township,

Wayne county, Ohio. William Kean was one of the pioneer teachers in

Plain township. Joseph and Sophia Kean were the parents of William Kean.

The Kean family originally came from Scotland and settled in the New
England states, later coming to Pennsylvania. In 1816 Joseph Kean brought

his family from Pennsylvania to Ohio and lived one winter near where the

McBride school house now stands in Wooster township. He then entered the

eighty acres of land where the subject now resides. He was injured while

building his log house and never did much work afterwards. William Kean

cleared the place and in all accumulated two hundred acres of land, nearly

all of which he cleared. Augustus Case, great-grandfather of Dr. O. L. Kean
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and father of Mrs. William Kean, was a soldier in the Revolutionary war.

The maternal grandparents of Dr. O. L. Kean were George and Elizabeth

(Birket) Brubaker, natives of Pennsylvania who came to Ohio about 1834

and settled on a farm in Ashland county where they spent the remainder of

their lives.

D. C. Kean, father of the Doctor, made an effort to enlist as a private

in the Union army, but 'was rejected on account of disability. His brother,

John, was a soldier in the Civil war and died during his service. Joseph

Kean died in Plain township. William Kean retired in 1862 to Shreve and

there died. D. C. Kean lived on the old home place nearly all his life. He
was educated in the common schools and at Wesleyan College, and taught

school for twenty-eight years during the winter months, following farming

in the summer time. It is probable that one-third of the time he spent in

teaching was in the schools of his own district, being close enough to stay

at home all the time he. was teaching. He later in life lived in Wooster.

Politically he was a Republican and for twelve years served as justice of the

peace and filled other local offices, among which was that of clerk of the

township. The entire Kean and Brubaker families have been connected with

the Methodist Episcopal church. D. C. Kean and wife were the parents of

seven children, namely: W. F., V. E., O. L. (subject), Gertrude, O. J., Lura

B. and Stella. All these children were sent to the University of Wooster,

the entire time spent in that institution by the children totalling thirty-five

years.

Dr. O. L. Kean was educated in the home schools and completed the

freshman year in the University of Wooster, after which he began the study

of medicine in the Wooster Medical College at Cleveland, Ohio, from which
institution he was graduated in 1881. He established an office in Creston,

Wayne county, Ohio, where he remained for a period of ten years, building

up an excellent patronage, much of which he retained after his removal to

Wooster, in which place he also remained for a period of ten years, enjoying

a still greater practice. While in the practice he branched out into den-

tistry, being the first man to use local anaesthetic in dental work. He patented

its use and he has received the praise of the medical world for this great addi-

tion to medical science. In the year 1901 he left the profession and has

since resided on the old Kean farm where he carries on general farming, mak-
ing a specialty of cattle breeding. He has lieen very successful both as a prac-

ticing physician and as a dentist and is now making money farming and
stock raising.

(66)
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The Doctor was married in 1883 to Tressa Peak, the daughter of an old

and influential family, and this union has resulted in the birth of the following

children: Azella Maude is a student in the high school at Wooster; William

and Benjamin.

Doctor Kean is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, also the

chapter and commandery. He was one of the organizers of the National

Railway Surgeons’ Association, established in 1887, and always took much in-

terest in the work of the same. He was appointed surgeon for the Wheeling

& Lake Erie railroad at the age of twenty-four years, which position he held

with credit and eminent satisfaction for a period of seven )^ears.

The Doctor is a pleasant man to meet and at once impresses the stranger

as a sincere, able and courteous gentehnan, and he and his family are held

in high esteem by all who know them.

DANIEL WEBSTER BRENNEMAN.

One of the native sons of Wayne county who has here passed his entire

life figures as the subject of this brief review, and it is not irrelevant to state

that he is one of the most popular and highly esteemed citizens of Rittman,

where he is successfully engaged in the grocery business. As a member of

an honored and well-known family we here enter record of the more salient

features in his career.

Mr. Brenneman is descended from good old German ancestry, his pa-

ternal grandparents, Daniel and Mary ( Bender) Brenneman, having been

natives of Hessian Germany. They came to America in 1825 and located in

Pennsylvania, probably in Somerset county. Three years later they removed

to Garrett county, Maryland, where the father cleared and improved a farm

of one hundred acres, and there they lived until the father’s death in 1842,

The subject’s maternal grandparents, Jeptha and Barbara (Zook) Plank,

were natives of Pennsylvania and came to Wayne county, Ohio, in a very early

day, making this their home during the remainder of their lives. The sub-

ject's parents were Christian and Hannah (Plank) Brenneman. The father

was born in Germany, June 19, 1821, and in 1825 was brought to America

by his parents, who lived successively in Pennsylvania and Maryland. In

1844 Christian Brenneman went to Canada, where he remained about a year

and then came to Wayne county, Ohio. A year later he again went to Toronto,

Canada, but in April, 1846, he once more came to Wayne county and made this

his permanent home from that time on. In 1849 bought a farm of one
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hundred and twenty-eight acres, which he improved and cultivated and on

this he made his home until his death, which occurred on the 19th of August,

1908. His wife was born in Pennsylvania May i, 1829, and accompanied

her parents on their removal to Wayne county, where she was reared, and

where, on October 5, 1848, she married Christian Brenneman. The latter

was a cpiiet and retiring man in disposition, but was a man of fine personal

qualities and was universally respected throughout the community. In poli-

tics he was a Democrat and gave that party an ardent support, but he had no

ambition for office or public preferment. He and his wife were the parents

of four children, namely: Daniel W., the subject of this sketch; Mary, born

March i, 1855, the wife of John Klopfenstein
;
Lydia, born January 23, 1859,

is the widow of Daniel Coonrad and lives at Wooster; Annie, born May 3,

1862, is the wife of Myron Lichenwalter. The subject’s mother died on June

19, 1903.

Daniel W. Brenneman was born in Greene township, Wayne county,

Ohio, July 19, 1850. He received his education in common school No. 3,

Greene township, and was reared on the paternal farmstead, being early in-

ured to the labors of the farm. In young manhood he learned the trade of a

mason, which he followed about five years, at the end of which time he re-

turned to farming, which he followed until 1903, when he went into the meat

business, running a butcher shop at Smithville. In October, 1905, Mr. Bren-

neman located at Rittman and opened a grocery store, in which line he has

since remained and in which he is meeting with a very gratifying measure of

success. He carries a large and 'well-selected line of groceries and all the side

lines usually to be found in an up-to-date and first class grocery store and

here he is receiving his full share of the public patronage. He is courteous

and accommodating to his customers and he readily makes friends of all who
come in contact with him.

'

On the 29th of May, 1873, Mr. Brenneman was united in the holy bonds

of matrimony with Elizabeth Forrer, who was born in Pennsylvania, May ii,

1855, the daughter of John and Mary Forrer, early settlers in the Keystone

state and of German descent. To the subject and his wife have been born

eight children, whose names and dates of birth are as follows : Willard,

March 5, 1874; Alice, July 19, 1877; Isa, August 17, 1883; Alpha, January

14, 1886: Harry, July 29, 1889; Jay, May 15, 1896; Lucile, March i, 1899,

Nora died at the age of three years, lieing the tliird in order of birth.

In matters political Mr. Brenneman is a Democrat and takes an active

interest in the success of that party, though not himself a seeker after public

office. His religious affiliation is with the German Baptist church, of which
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he and his wife are consistent members, doing what they can to further its

interests. Mr. Brenneman has shown himself to be a capable, progressive

and discriminating business man and has been very successful. His interest

in all that concerns the progress and prosperity of his community is unabating,

and those w ho know^ him best are numbered among his cherished and devoted

friends, while he commands unequivocal esteem in the community at large.

FRANCIS LEE RICKABAUGH.

Although yet a young man, F. L. Rickabaugh, wdio is now' the owmer of

the farm on which he was born in 1870 in Plain township, Wayne county, has

shown what may be accomplished in the w'ay of definite results if energy and

rightly formed principles are properly directed, as his have evidently been,

judging from the large success wdiich he has achieved and the standing he

has in his neighborhood as a man of industry and integrity. He is the son

of John and Amanda (Willour) Rickabaugh, the former born in Plain town-

ship, the latter also a native of Wayne county. The paternal grandparents

were Henry and Catherine (Wagner) Rickabaugh, the former born in Switz-

erland, having come to America when a boy, accompanied by his parents, the

family settling in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. In an early day Henry

Wagner came to Ohio and settled on a farm in Plain towmship, which is

now' owned and resided on by Daniel Lawrence. Henry Rickabaugh lived on

the farm Mrs. Musser now lives on, later moving north of where F. L.

Rickabaugh now lives, and spent the remainder of his life there.

The maternal grandparents of the subject, Abraham and — (Lan-

dis) Willour, came from Pennsylvania to Wayne county, their last location

having been made in Chester towmship. They were early settlers here and

led typical pioneer lives. They w'ere the parents of three sons, all of wLom
became soldiers in the Union army during the w'ar of the Rebellion. Solo-

mon Rickabaugh, half brother of the father of the subject, w'as also a soldier

in the Civil war.

John Rickaliaugh, father of the subject, was reared on a farm and edu-

cated in the neighboring schools, taking up farming for himself early in life.

Shortly after his marriage he bought the eighty acres where the subject now
lives. He cleared much of the land, improved it in many ways, erecting sub-

stantial buildings and fences and here made a success of his vocation. He
and his wdfe were the parents of seven children, one of wdiom died in infancy.
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He was a Democrat and a member of the Disciple Christ church. He took

some interest in local affairs and served for two terms as treasurer of his

township.

F. L. Rickabaugh, of this review, was educated in the common schools

of his native community, also spent a few months in the Haysville school.

He then returned to the home farm, where he has since resided, having be-

gun farming very early in life, and, having devoted his attention exclusively

to the same, has made it a pronounced success. Upon the death- of his father,

in 1904, he purchased the home farm. He has become widely known as a

breeder of Shropshire sheep, Chester White hogs and Jersey cattle, always

keeping some fine specimens of livestock about his place, being a careful

raiser of the same, and his stock always brings a good price on a ready

market owing to their excellent ctuality.

In February, 1905, Mr. Rickabaugh was married to Mina McMillan,

who was born in Holmes county, Ohio, and her parents were natives of the

same county. To Mr. and Mrs. Rickabaugh two children have been born,

bearing the names of Grace Elizabeth and Lela Almeda.

The subject is a member of the Christian church and politically he is a

supporter of the Prohibition party, doing what he can in the success of the

same.

DANIEL GRABER.

Erom the vine-clad hills of sunny Erance to the fertile and highly culti-

vated fields of Ohio is a far cry, and yet in these two localities the subject of

this sketch has lived. In the United States he has found the opportunities

for enterprise and energy, and that he has here attained to a gratifying suc-

cess in his business affairs is a fact widely recognized in the section of W^avne

county in which he lives.

Daniel Graber is descended from a long line of Erench ancestry, his jia-

ternal grandparents, Jacob and Marian Gralier, having lived there all their

lives. His maternal grandparents, Christian and Anna (Widmer) Conrad,

also lived their entire lives in the land of the lily. His i):irents were Peter

and Catherine (Conrad) Graber, both of whom were born in France, tbe for-

mer in 1821 and the latter in 1822. The father was a successful farmer by

vocation, having lived for twenty-four years on one farm, and it is a further

matter of record that the same ])roperty had been occupied by some member
of tbe Graber familv for more than one hundred vears. All the members of
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the family clung to the religious faith of the Mennonite church and were

highly respected where they lived. Peter Graher died on February 9, 1870,

and soon thereafter the widowed mother and her children came to the United

States, and came at once to Wayne county, Ohio, locating first in a small house

situated about a mile west of the present residence of the subject. Soon af-

terwards she and her four sons bought a farm of one hundred and seventy-

seven acres in Milton township, and they engaged in the operation of this

place during the following eight years. In 1880 the mother and two of the

sons, including the subject of this sketch, bought a farm of one hundred and

fifty acres west of the former place, and they greatly improved, building

thereon a full set of 'well-built and commodious farm buildings and otherwdse

making many substantial improvements. The mother lived with the subject

on this place until her death, which occurred on December 20, 1895.

Daniel Graber was born in France on the 29th of March, 1854, and there

received the greater part of his education, being taught to speak, read and

write both French and German. After coming to the United States with his

mother, he attended school about three months. He has been a close reader

and a keen observer and is considered a very well informed man. He has

here devoted his entire attention to the tilling of the soil and the breeding and

raising of livestock, in both of which lines he has been very successful. He
is an enterprising and practical farmer and has seldom had a failure in any

of his crops. He carries on a general line of farming, raising all the crops

common to this section of the country. In the handling of horses he has

achieved a distinctive success. He handles Percheron, Belgian and trotting

stock and has produced and sold some fine horses. One mare which he bred

and raised he sold for three hundred and fifty dollars, and the same horse

today cannot be bought for fifteen hundred dollars. Mr. Graber also does a

large dairy business, shipping his milk daily to Cleveland, where he finds a

good market.

In December, 1888, Mr. Graber returned to his native land and there, on

the 1 6th of April, 1889. he was united in marriage to the sweetheart of his

early youth, Marie Richard, the daughter of Michael and Fannie (Kurth)

Richard. Her father is still living in France at the advanced age of eighty-

two years, and in the spring of 1909 the subject’s eldest daughter, Katie, paid

him a visit. Mrs. Graber’s paternal grandparents were Michael and Madeline

(Widmer) Richard, while her grandparents on the maternal side were Chris-

tian and Mary (Widmer) Kurth. To Mr. and Mrs. Graber have been born

the following children: Michael (deceased), Joseph, Peter (deceased), Abel,

Homer, Katie, Fannie, Martie and Mary.
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In politics Mr. Graber has given his support to the Democratic party and

has taken a live and healthy interest in local public affairs, having rendered

efficient service in the capacity of school director. As a public-spirited and

progressive citizen, Mr. Graber has given his influence in the furtherance of

good government, educational and religious interests and all that conserves

the general welfare, while to him is accorded in his adopted county the fullest

measure of esteem and confidence.

MILWARD LANCE.

In the anxious and laborious struggle for an honorable competence and

solid career on the part of the average business man fighting the every-day

battle of life, there is but little to attract the idle reader in search of a sensa-

tional chapter
;
but for a mind fully awake to the reality and meaning of

human existence there are noble and immortal lessons in the life of the m:m
who, without other means than a clear mind, a strong arm and a true heart,

conquers fortune and gains not only the temporal rewards of his toil, but also

that which is greater and higher, the respect and confidence of those with

whom his years of active life have placed him in contact.

The subject of this sketch is a native son of Wayne county, having been

born north of Sterling, in Milton township, on the 5th of April, 1864, and is

the son of Abram and Melissa ( Ross) Lance. His paternal grandparents,

Henry and Betsy (Hoffstater) Lance, were natives of Pennsylvania, and came

to W'ayne county in a very early day. They located in Milton township,

northeast of Sterling and there cleared a fine farm, on which thev spent their

remaining days, rearing a family and otherwise doing their full part in the

de\'elopment of this section of the country. The maternal grandfather, Joseph

Ross, was a native of the state of New York and he too was an early settler

in Wayne county, ha\’ing at one time owned the land where the thnh'ing

little town of Sterling now stands. There he and his wife spent their later

years and died. Abram Lance, the subject’s father, was born in W’avne

county, in October, 1838, she who afterwards became his wife being born

here two years later, d'hey grew to manhood and womanhood in their re-

specti\ e homes and in due time met and married. 'Fhey at once took up farm-

ing on their own account, occupying a part of the old J.ance homestead. 'I'hev

were successful and stood liigh in the community, the father having taken a

])rominent and leading part in the Ba])tist church. 'Fhey are now both de-
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ceased. They became the parents of seven children, all of whom are yet liv-

ing. Abram Lance was three times drafted for military service during the

Civil war. The first two times he sent substitutes in his stead, but the third

time he went to camp himself, being soon discharged because of disability.

Milward Lance received his education in the common schools of Milton

township and during his ^'acation periods he assisted in the work of the farm.

He has always followed agricultural pursuits, having early in life realized

that agriculture was the great liasic industry on which rested the entire na-

tional commercial structure, and he has never regretted his choice. He rented

land for a numlier of years, but in December, 1908, he bought a farm of

eighty-nine acres, lying west of Sterling, and he established his home there in

the spring of the following year. He has made a number of permanent and

substantial improvements on the property and has others in contemplation.

He is a wide-awake and progressive man and adopts twentieth-century meth-

ods in his work when he is satisfied of their feasibility. He carries on a

diversified system of farming and is meeting with a gratifying degree of suc-

cess.

In May, 1886, Mr. Lance was married to Emma Glessner, a native of

.'Ashland county, Ohio, but who came with her parents to Wayne county at

the age of ten years. Her parents were Alfred and Sarah Glessner, prominent

and highly respected persons. Mr. and Mrs. Lance have become the parents

of the following children : Flossie and Ray, who are at home, and one that

died in infancy unnamed. Politically, Mr. Lance is a supporter of the Demo-
cratic party in national elections, but in local affairs he is inclined to be inde-

pendent, lielieving that the personal fitness of the candidate is of paramount

importance. He is a man of worthy parts, no one in the community enjoying

a better reputation for integrity of word and deed, and when a man stands

high in the estimation of the people who have known him during his entire

lifetime no greater testimonial of his worth can be offered.

JOSEPH JONTZ.

To make a success of agriculture it is necessary to be something more

than a hard worker. A farmer might labor from dawn to twilight every

day in the year and yet fail to accomplish much; there must be sound judg-

ment and discretion exercised at the same time, a knowledge of soils, grains.
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livestock and, in fact, general business. The man who accomplishes much as

a tiller of the soil and the manager of a landed estate these da}'-s should be

accorded a place along with the men who succeed in other walks of life, for

often it requires more ingenuity and courage to be a farmer than anything

else that claims the attention of men in the world of affairs. A brief review

of the life and career of Joseph Jontz, of Plain township, Wayne county,

will suffice to show that he has achieved success as an agriculturist partly

because he has worked for it and partly because he has been a good manager

and a man of proper habits. He is a native of this township, where he was

born in 1837, and his long and useful life has been spent in his native local-

ity. He is the son of Joseph and Louisa (Hammer) Jontz, the former a

native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Germany. The maternal grand-

parents of the subject were natives of Pennsylvania, in which state they lived

and died, and his grandparents on the other side of the house came from

Germany and settled in Wayne county, Ohio, later moving to Ross county,

this state.

Joseph Jontz received his education in the common schools of Wayne
and Ross counties, and he began working on the farm when but a boy, having

followed farming very successfully ever since. He is now the owner of an

excellent farm of one hundred and forty-five acres in Plain township. He
started in life with practically nothing and he has made what he has all un-

aided. In 1906 he bought a lot of two and one-half acres adjoining his farm

and there built a modern and comfortable home, where he now resides, sur-

rounded by all the comforts that his age requires, having lived practically

retired since that time. Ten years of his early life Avere spent in Indiana, and

he assisted in clearing his step-father’s farm of one hundred acres.

Mr. Jontz was married on January 14, 1861, to Elizabeth Myers, who
died January 30, 1908, after a faithful and praiseworthy life. This union

resulted in the Iiirth of the following children : Mary, who married George

Desbrough, of Gleveland, Ohio; George, who married a Miss Bowers, of

Hancock county, this state; Frank, who married a Miss Whitmer; Cora, who
married Joseph Newel; Anna, who married a Mr. Eppward ; Almeda, who
married a Mr. Boreman

;
Henry, who is single and makes his home with his

father.

Politically, Joseph Jontz is a Democrat, and while he has never taken

much interest in public affairs, having always preferred to spend a quiet life

on his farm, he is one of the best known men in the western part of \\’avne

county and is respected by all. Religiously he l)elongs to the Lutheran

church.
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WILLARD BROWN JORDAN.

“Man is the noblest work of God” and a truly noble man but fulfills the

plan of the Creator. The life of man described a circle. The cycles of exist-

ence of different li\ es form concentric circles, for some are given but a cjuarter

of a centurv wherein to complete the appointed work, while the span of others

varies to the allotted three score and ten. But how true and comforting that

life is measured, not b}^ years alone, but rather by a purpose achieved, by

noble deeds accredited to it. How often are we confronted when a loved

friend and coworker answers the final summons, with the cjuestion, “Why
must he go when there yet remains so much for him to do, when he can so

illy l:e spared?’’ But the grim messenger heeds not and we are left to mourn

and to accept submissively. These thoughts are prompted in a review of the

life and achievements of Willard Brown Jordan, in whose death, on the 31st

of January, 1907, the town of Creston and indeed the entire community

suffered a distinct and irreparable loss. In the prime of his sturdy manhood,

active in the prosecution of enterprises which benefited the entire community,

a sound, practical business man, a kind neighbor, a loving husband and father,

and an enjoyable acquaintance, Willard B. Jordan occupied a conspicuous

place among his fellow citizens, each of whom felt a sense of personal be-

reavement in his untimely death.

Willard Brown Jordan was born at Berea, Ohio, April 15, i860, and was

the son of Hezekiah Usher and Eloise (Brown) Jordan. His paternal grand-

parents were Whlliam and Mary (Usher) Jordan, who were natives of Brook-

field, Madison county. New York. In 1823 they came to Ohio and settled at

Rockport, where they located and created a fine homestead. There they

reared their family of thirteen children, twelve of whom grew to maturity.

The maternal grandparents were Samuel and Fannie (Silsby) Brown, na-

tives of New York and Connecticut respectively. They came to Ohio in an

earl}^ day, settling near Richfield, Summit county. Subsequently they re-

mo\'ed to Cuyahoga county, this state, where they lived during their remain-

ing years. Mr. Brown was a pioneer ax-maker, and so famous was the

quality of his output that he went by the soubriquet of “Axmaker Brown.”

Hezekiah Jordan was born in 1828 in Cuyahoga county, Ohio, and was reared

to the life of a farmer. L'pon attaining mature years he took up farming on

his own account and located at Berea, this state, where he reared his family.

He took a prominent part in local political affairs, and, being a well-read and

intelligent man, he easily became a leader among his fellow citizens.



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1051

The subject of this sketch was reared in the Berea home, and early be-

came acquainted with the manifold duties of the farm. He attended the com-

mon schools until the age of fourteen years. He conceived the idea that

specializing in farming and gardening could be made a success and that his

belief was well founded was abundantly proven in his later experiences. In

his youth he followed his idea, raising large crops of onions, beets, and other

garden truck, in which he was engaged for a number of years. He also en-

gaged in the milk business to some extent. About the time of his marriage,

in 1887, he moved to Creston and entered the business of growing celery,

going into partnership with W. C. (“Celery King”) Johnson, of Carey, Ohio,

their land being located just outside of Creston. Celery and onions were

their specialty and their success was pronounced from the start, the muck

ground occupied by their gardens being capable of wonderful productions of

vegetables. Eventually Mr. Jordan purchased the interest of his partner and

continued the business alone until his death. He added to his original land

holdings from time to time and at the time of his death he was the possessor

of a handsome competence. He was a pioneer in the preserving business and

at one time was a heavy raiser of tomatoes and cucumbers. The land com-

prising the farm was at one time wild and considered practically worthless,

but under the magic touch of a practical hand the land became very valuable,

a single acre of land giving employment to several persons. The business

thus inaugurated and established has had a beneficial infiuence on the business

of the community, and is numbered among the most prominent enterprises of

the township.

Mr. Jordan possessed a marked taste and talent for music and for a num-
ber of years was a prominent member of the Shubert Orchestra and the Berea

Band. He also had an interest in military affairs and was a memlier of Com-
pany D, fifth Regiment Ohio National Guard, known as the Berea Light

Guards. On the 20th of January, 1886, he was commissioned by Governor
Foraker first lieutenant of this company, having been elected bv the companv.

In religious belief Mr. Jordan held that of the Methodist Episcopal

church, of which he was an earnest and consistent member, while his fraternal

membershi]) was with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, having been a

charter member of the subordinate lodge of this order at Creston. In politics

he was an ardent Republican and always took a live interest in the success of

his party. 1 le inherited from his mother and his grandmother, wlio were prom-
inently connected with the Crusader movement in this state a number of vcars

ago, an intense hatred for the liquor l)usiness and was active in efforts to i)ro-

mote tem])crance in his community. More esi)ecially when children of his
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own grew up about him did he feel the force of the question and thereafter

he was more personally interested than ever before. In 1900 he was placed

on the Republican ticket as the candidate for mayor of Creston, but having

Imsiness interests in the South to look after, he did not give much attention to

the canvass and was defeated by four votes. In 1902 he was again nominated

and this time the issue was the temperance question. He took a firm and

uncompromising stand for a “dry" town and on this question he was elected

mayor of Creston. He gave the city a satisfactory administration and in

1905 he was again put on the ticket on the same issue and was again elected.

His only official service prior to his election as mayor had been in the capacity

of member of the council and of the board of education. He was serving

as mayor at the time of his sudden death. This deplorable event occurred

on January 31, 1907, during a heavy snow storm. He was walking with one

of his workmen along the Wheeling & Lake Erie railroad tracks when a train

suddenly approached and he jumped hastily aside to escape injury.. A train

was approaching on the other track, however, of which fact Mr. Jordan was

ignorant, and he was struck and killed. The sad event cast a gloom over the

entire community, Mr. Jordan being one of the most popular men who resided

in this section of the county.

On the 20th of October. 1887, Mr. Jordan was married to Estella Alary

Anthony, a native of Rockport, Ohio, and the daughter of Edward M. and

Sophronia Anthony, early settlers there. They were originally from Brook-

field, Aladison county. New A^ork, the mother’s family being traced to old

Connecticut stock. Mrs. Jordan’s parents came to Ohio in 1826 and here the

father entered a farm, which he cleared and developed into a valuable prop-

erty, the same being still in the possession of the family. The father died in

1891. while the mother is still living. To Mr. and Mrs. Jordan were born the

following children: Edith A., who is now a student in Wooster University:

Ralph W. is a graduate of the Creston high school and is now managing the

business formerl}^ conducted by his father, and which is now run under the

name of Jordan Brothers; Carl M. is a student in the high school at Creston;

Florence R. is in the high school: Frances G. and Raymond LIsher.

The honored subject of this review was ever found faithful to duty, under

whatever aspect it presented itself, never sacrificing integrity and honor to

personal expediency and so living as to command unqualified confidence and

esteem as emanating from those with whom he came in contact in the various

relations of life. No undue eulogy but rather simple justice is done to the

memory of such a man when perpetual record is made concerning his life and
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accomplishment, and this has been attempted in this simple tribute to one who

stood “four s(juare to every wind that blows,” who attained dehnite success

in temporal affairs and who was one of the representative citizens of Wayne

county.

JOHN HARTZLER.

This family represents several generations of farmers, the first of whom
came to Ohio in the early half of the last century and figured in several dif-

ferent communities. They were originally Pennsylvanians, from which state

John Hartzler, grandfather of the subject, came to Wayne county and set-

tled near Smithville on the wild land then offered freely by the government.

He married Sarah Zook, by whom he had six children, including a son named

Joel, the father of the subject. He grew up on his father's farm and at

maturity made shingles by hand as his chief source of income. He married

Sarah, daughter of Nicholas and Catherine (Kurtz) Yoder, who came from

Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, to Holmes county, Ohio, wTere they ended

their days. After his marriage Joel located in Milton township, W^ayne coun-

ty, on a farm purchased by hard labor, which he improved and put in a good

state of cultivat'on. In 1854 he moved to Greene township, and bought a

good farm of one hundred and twelve acres, which he cultivated until his

death, in 1875. He was a member of the Amish Mennonite church and a

man of quiet, unobtrusive manner who never disturbed or wronged any one.

The four children by his marriage were Elizabeth, wife of J. C. Borntrager,

of LaGrange county, Indiana; John, the subject; Jacob, a farmer of Greene

township, and David, who died when twelve years of age.

John Hartzler, second of the family, w'as born in Greene township,

Wayne county, Ohio, January 25, 1855. He remained under the parental

roof until 1887, meantime picking up a desultory education in the somewhat
inferior schools of those days. On November 6, 1887, he married Lydia,

daughter of Christian and Catherine Berkey, of Wayne township. The latter

w'as born in Mifflin county, Pennsylvania. The former was a native of

Erance, who came to the United States when seventeen years old and first

located in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, but later removed to Ohio. lie

bought a farm in section 14, Wayne township, subseciuently purchasing an-

other in section 25. He died at Orrville, Ohio, in 1903, and his wife in

1893, after becoming the parents of three children; Christian, deceased;

Lydia, and Emma, wife of Daniel Liechty, of Greene township, d'o Mr. and
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Mrs. Hartzler have been born two children, Mahlon and Effie. After his

marriage Mr. Hartzler located in Wayne township, section ii, on the farm

known as the Joshua Zook place, where he has since lived and carried on

agricultural operations. He owns one hundred and seven acres on which he

has expended much hard work and made many improvements. In 1903 he

built the commod’ous house in which he now resides and is enjoying the com-

forts that have come from a life of industry and frugality. He carries on

general farming, raising all the cereal crops suitable to this latitude and a

small amount of stock sufficient to consume the surplus products. He enjoys

the reputation of being a good farmer and judicious manager. He is a

member of Oak Gro^•e Amish Mennonite church of Greene township and,

though he votes the Republican ticket, he has neither held nor sought for

office. Since 1902 his ^'enerable mother has found a comfortable home under

his roof.

JACOB STAM.

Though many years have passed since the subject of this sketch passed

from the life mditant to the life triumphant, he is still favorably remembered

by many of the older residents of Wayne county, and because of his many

excellent personal cjualities and the splendid and definite influence which his

life shed over the entire community in which he lived here during many years,

renders it particularly consistent that specific mention should be made of him

in a work containing mention of the representative persons of the county. A
man of high moral character, unimpeachable integrity, persistent industry and

excellent business judgment, he stood “four square to every wind that blows,”

and throughout the community he occupied an enviable position among his

fellow men.

Jacob Stam was a native of Somerset county, Pennsylvania, where he

was born March 14, 1805. He was a son of George and Elizabeth (Baker)

Stam, who also were natives of the Keystone state, where they had lived for

many years. His father having died when the subject was very young, the

latter was reared by his maternal grandfather Baker. In 1830, at the age of

about twenty five years, Jacob Stam came to Ohio, locating near Moorland,

Wayne county, where he entered a tract of land, which was practically all

covered with the primeval growth of forest trees. A small clearing was

made and a cabin erected, and then the worthy pioneer applied himself to
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the herculean task of creating out of the forest a home, and in this effort he

was eminently successful, and in due time came to be recognized as one of the

leading agriculturists and inliuential citizens of the county. To his original

one-hundred-and-sixty-acre tract he added thirty-one acres on the east and

sixty-two acres on the west, making a total of two hundred and fifty-three

acres owned by him at the time of his death. He was a hard-working man,

and with his energy was combined a spirit of progressiveness that enabled

him to accomplish much that to others would have seemed impossible. He

was public-spirited in his attitude toward all movements calculated to ad-

vance the best interests of the community and gave a hearty support to

all beneficent projects. In his death, which occurred on the 27th of Au-

gust, 1878, the community suffered a distinct loss, and his memory is held

sacred by those who knew him. In politics he was first a Whig, but on

the formation of the Republican party he allied himself with it and remained

faithful to that party during the rest of his days. He was active in local

public affairs and satisfactorily filled a number of local offices. His religious

membersbip was with the German Lutheran church, in which he was a very

active worker, and his remains now lie buried in the cemetery of that church

in Franklin township.

On September i, 1853, Stam was united in marriage with Mar-

garet Hagye, the daughter of John and Margaret (Long) Hagye, who were

natives of Baden, Germany. They were the parents of eight children, of

whom Mrs. Stam is the only one living. Mrs. Stam was born in Germanv
f>n the 19th of August, 1829, and at the age of eight years she was brought

to America by her parents. They first stopped in Knox county, Ohio, but a

few years later removed to Holmes county, where they lived until the death

of IMrs. Stam’s stepmother. Mr. and Mrs. Hagye were members of the

Lutheran church and their remains lie buried in the cemetery of that church

in Holmes county. To Mr. and Mrs. Stam were born the following children :

.Albert, who is now a resident of Knox county
;
Eliza, who remains at home

with her mother; Adolph died on August 30, 1906, and is buried in the

Wooster cemetery; George, who lives in Knox county, married Estella Blue,

and they have five children, Lillie Dean, George Carlton, Walter Lee, Lena
May and Opal; Jacob, who lives in Colorado, married Hannah Goodyear and

they are the parents of five children, Henry Jacob, Edna, William McKinley,
Maude Eliza and Elsie Margaret; Wilson is a successful stock buyer in

Nebraska; Joseph is at home; Margaret became the wife of Charles Kimber
and they have five children

;
George R. and Idelen LcGrand are at home.
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Airs. Siam, who still resides on the old homestead, is a lady of many
womanly virtues and by her kindly ways and sweet qualities of character

she has won and retains the warm friendship of all who know her, her at-

tractive home being ever open to the visits of her friends.

DR. BENJAMIN STUDER.

Each calling or business, if honorable, bas its place in human existence,

constituting a part of the plan whereby life’s methods are pursued and man
reaches his ultimate destiny. A study of a career like that of Dr. Benjamin

Studer, one of Orrville’s best known citizens, shows what may be accom-

plished while yet young in life if proper ideals are persistently applied. Doc-

tor Studer is a native of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, where he was born in

Eebruary, 1879, the son of Ered and Louise (Bright) Studer, an influential

family of that county. Doctor Studer is the next to the youngest member of

the family and a brother of Rudolph Studer, of Sugar Creek township. He
was reared on the home farm, which he worked when he became of proper

age
;
this was in Holmes county, for when he was one year old his parents

moved from Tuscarawas county to Holmes county, this state. Benjamin

received a good primary education, having attended the district schools dur-

ing the winter months for several years or until he was seventeen years of

age, after which he devoted his attention exclusively to farm work. But,

believing that some other line would suit his tastes better, he started to learn

the blacksmidi's trade, but he did not follow this long until he started in the

creamery business, learning the buttermaking trade. He followed this very

successfully for a period of four years. Having long desired to become a

veterinary surgeon, he abandoned all business and entered the Veterinary

College of the Ohio State University and took a full course, embracing three

years, from which he was graduated in 1906, with the degree of Veterinary

Surgeon, having made an excellent record for scholarship.

Doctor Studer at once located for practice at Cincinnati, Ohio, and re-

mained there over eighteen months, where he enjoyed an excellent patronage

from the first. But desiring to return to Wayne county, he established an

office in Orrville in 1908, and, although he has been here but a short time, he

has built up a very satisfactory practice which is constantly growing, for he is

ivell grounded in his profession and is a man in whom everyone places the

utmost confidence.
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Doctor Studer was married, in April, 1909, to Emma Elerman, a native

of New Philadelphia, Ohio, and the daughter of a fine old family there, and

they have been blessed wtih a daughter, Sophia Alice, born May 19, 1910.

The Doctor is a member of the Reformed church at Orrville, and polit-

ically he is a Democrat.

MENNO PETER YODER.

The family of this name became ident’fied with Wayne county at an early

period by the incoming of the founder, who was among the first settlers of

Wayne county. Samuel Yoder, a son of this first settler, was a boy at the

time his father arrived. The latter bought land in section 30, Greene town-

ship, and after spending his life in farming ended his days on the old home-

stead. Samuel was born in Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, and remained with

his parents until of age, when he purchased one hundred and sixty acres of

land west of Weilersville, Ohio. He spent much labor in clearing this tract

and eventually converted it into a valuable home. He died March 31, 1878,

aged seventy years, four months and twenty days. In early manhood he mar-

ried Catherine Naftziger, a native of Germany, who died September 4, 1892.

aged over seventy-five years. They had eleven children : Bene, married and

both are deceased; Jonathan, who was a farmer and horse dealer in Greene

township, first married Leah Stoltzfus, of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania,

who died in 1881, and second, Mary Zook, of Goshen, Indiana, who again re-

sides at that place, and he died November 4, 1896; Barbara is the wife of

David Hostetler; Jacob N. is a resident of Greene township; Levi N. is a

farmer, at Holden, IMissouri; Elizabeth (deceased), wife of A. K. Kurtz;

Martha is the wife of Ames Smucker; Samuel D. died June 2, 1873, aged

twenty-two years; Menno P.
;
the tenth child, David V., died in infancy;

John A. married Sarah Newhouser and is a farmer in Wayne township.

Meno P. Yoder, ninth of this family, was born in Wayne county, Ohio,

March 24, 1856. After securing a fair education he taught three terms of

school in Greene township. In 1878 he located on section 15, in Wayne town-

ship, where he has since resided. On January 22, 1878, he married Veronica

Yoder, of Wayne townsh’p, daughter of Joash and Catherine (Smucker)
\'oder. Mr. Yoder has no children. He has been engaged in farming all of

his life and has met with a fair amount of success. He is a member of the

Oak Grove church in Greene township.
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About the year 1720, Barbara Yoder, widow of a man who died at sea

on his way from Switzerland to this country, arrived at Philadelphia. This

was one of the first Amish Mennonite families that came to Pennsylvania,

and they located in the eastern part of the state, either in Lancastei or Beiks

county. She was the mother of eight sons and one daughtei, the lattei be-

coming the wife of Christ'an Byler. Seven of the sons married and reared

families. Christian had eleven children, Jacob, Anna, Christian, John, Fan-

nie, Elizabeth, Barbara, Henry, Yost, Joseph and David. The latter was

the grandfather of Joash \oder. His first wife was Jacobin Esh, who also

came from Switzerland and arrived at Philadelphia in 1780. aftei a long and

perilous passage of over six weeks on the ocean. She had thiee sons and five

daughters: Daniel, born 1791; Rebecca, wife of Jacob Zook, born October

18. 1793; Jonathan, born September 2, 1795, married Magdaline, daughter

of Zacharius Wagner, who was brought to this country from Hesse, Ger-

many, during the Revolutionary war and died in Berks county, Pennsylvania

;

Joseph, born September 13, 1797, married Catherine Lantz, of Mifflin county,

Pennsylvania, where he lived many years and taught English and Geiman

schools. In 1838 he moved to Juniata, Pennsylvania, and in 1846 to McLain

county, Illinois, where he bought a farm on which he lived until his death,

in February, 1888; Magdaline, born April 23, 1799, married John Lantz and

died in 1832; Fannie, born April ii, 1802, married Joel Yoder, of Center

county, Pennsylvania; Maria, born April ii, 1804, married John Yoder, of

Center county, Pennsylvania; Leah, born December 8, 1806, married Yost

Yoder, of Center county, Pennsylvania. In 1849 she and her family moved

to Juniata county and from there to McLain county, Illinois, still later to

Kansas. David Yoder, grandfather of Joash, went with his family from

Berks county, Pennsvlvan'a, to Mifflin county in 1811. He bought a laige

farm, which after the death of his wife he lost as the result of financial dis-

asters, and died in 1820. His son, Jonathan, who became the fathei of Joash,

was a man of great strength and more than ordinary intelligence. Though

he had little schooling, he could read and write German and English, and

could solve many difficult problems. When about thirty years old he was

called to the ministry of the Amish Mennonite church and served in that

capacity to the end of his life. He received no compensation, but worked

for the love of the cause, and showed a great deal of ability. He worked

for fifty cents a day, yet by industry and the help of his good wife they lived

comfortably. Eventually he owned a small home place, four miles west of

Lewistown, Pennsylvania. Shortly after his marriage he learned the carpen-

ter's trade and made his living chiefly by that kind of work for some time.
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In 1828, when his son Joash was ten years of age, he removed to Half Moon

township, Center county, Pennsylvania, and bought one hundred acres of land

on which he lived eight years and then removed to Juniata county. Jonathan

and Magdalena died in Center county. Nine children grew up, married and

reared families, their names being as follows: Leah, born March 28, 1818;

Joash, born December 23, 1819; Elias, born October 16, 1821; Elizabeth,

born January 5, 1825; Sarah, born December 17, 1826; Amos, born Decem-

ber 17, 1828; Jonathan, born September 21, 1830; Magdaline, 'born July 13,

1832; Asa, born January 24, 1835; Catherine, born September 10, 1836, and

Annie, born Eebruary 7, 1840.

In 1846 Elias removed to McLain county, Illinois, near Bloomington,

and afterwards other members of the family joined him. In 1850 Jonathan

and his wife followed with the remainder of the family. The parents died and

were buried there. When fourteen years of age, Magdaline Yoder was

bound to Christian Smucker, of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. Her mas-

ter removing to Mifflin county, she accompanied him and remained with him

until eighteen years old. She early became a member of the Amish Mennon-

ite church and was a kind and benevolent woman, as well as the most loving

of mothers. She spun all the cloth used by her family, from shirts to over-

coats, and wove all of the clothing with her own hands and made all the

clothes for the family.

Joash Yoder was born December 23, 1819, in Derry township, Mifflin

county, Pennsylvania, and remained at home until twenty-one years old. He
did all kinds of farm work, went to the log school house and had all the ex-

periences of the pioneer boy. He studied hard and could read and write

English and German. An unusually good scholar at the age of nineteen, he

began teaching and kept this up for several years. In 1841 he married Bar-

bara Kaufman, daughter of Christian Kaufman, of Mifflin county. He left

Juniata county and lived in a small log house, fourteen by fifteen feet, which

belonged to his father-in-law. He cut wood and cleared for fifty cents a day,

which was the prevailing price in those times. He had only one son, Eli L.,

who now lives in Nebraska and has seven children. His wife died October 12,

1851, and in the fall of 1853 he married Catherine Zook, a widow and daugh-

ter of Christian Schmucker. She had three children by her former husband

and two by Joash Yoder: Veronica, the eldest, is the wife of Menno P. Yoder;

Amos died when four years old. Catherine (Zook) Yoder, when married,

was living on the farm later occupied by herself and Mr. Yoder. The farm

belonged to her three sons, but she owned a life estate. Later Mr. Yoder
bought this farm and devoted the rest of his life to its cultivation after he
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came to Wayne county, and ended his days oh this old homestead. He was

one of the most prominent and esteemed men in the township. He had an

excellent memory and was well posted on current events. Of amiable disposi-

tion, fair and just in his dealings, he had many friends.

SAMUEL MATTY.

A large number of the best citizens of Wayne county, Ohio, have come

from Switzerland and, without exception, they have greatly benefited them-

selves since coming to our shores, for they are thrifty and soon get posses-

sion of valuable property. One of this number is Samuel Matty, whose birth

occurred in Switzerland on February lo, 1851, the son of Samuel and Mag-

dalena (Reben) Matty. His maternal grandfather was Stephen Reben, and

his paternal grandfather was John Matty, both natives of Switzerland, in

which country they spent their lives. Samuel Matty, father of the subject,

was also born in Switzerland, in which country he kept a tavern, and his

death occurred in 1858; his widow and three children came to America, where

the mother lived until her death, in 1897. Besides Samuel, of this review,

there were two daughters. The trip to the United States was made in 1868.

The family first located in the state of Tennessee, but after a short residence

moved to Ohio, where they remained for two years
;
then lived one year in

Wisconsin, after which they returned to Wayne county, Ohio, locating at

Overton in 1871, and they have lived in Chester township ever since. For a

period of twenty-one years the family lived on the Rumbaugh farm as renters.

In 1892 the son, Samuel, bought seventy-six acres of the Guidlesperger estate

near Burbank. This place was first rented, then sold, and later Mr. Matty

bought the William Howman farm and moved thereto
;
from that farm he

moved on the farm on which he now lives, which was for some time known as

the old Lehr farm or Felgar farm. Mr. Matty is the owner of two hundred

and seventy-five acres of excellent land which he has so skillfully managed as

to cause it to yield abundant harvests from year to year. He remodeled the

dwelling and barn, making them comfortable and up-to-date. He handles a

good grade of all kinds of livestock, and in connection with his general

farming, they net him a fine annual income. Mr. Matty now lives practically

retired, his son doing most of the work about the farm.

Samuel Matty was married to Josephine Mowrer in Overton. She is a

native of Wayne county and the daughter of Jonas and Barbara Mowrer, old

settlers of Wayne county, Mr. Mowrer lieing one of the well known early

veterinary surgeons.
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To Mr. and Mrs. Matty seven children have been born, namely: Ed-

ward S., James E., Erank J., Magdalena J., Jacob P., Emma Mae and Au-

gusta Jeanette. The mother of these children passed to her rest on July 24,

1904, and was buried in Bethel cemetery.

Politically Mr. Matty is a Democrat, and he has long taken considerable

interest in local affairs, having served four years, or two terms, as township

treasurer. He is a member of the Reformed church, of which his wife was

also a member.

HIRAM McCANCE.

It is eminently fitting that in this work be entered a memoir of the

honored subject of this review, who was one of the influential citizens of

Wayne county, where he passed his entire life, lending his aid in reclaiming

this section of the state from the sylvan wilds, enduring the vicissitudes and

disadvantages of the pioneer epoch and ever ordering his life according to

the highest principles of honor and integrity, thus gaining and retaining

the" confidence and good-will of his fellow men. He was a man of indomi-

table perseverance, distinct individuality and most kindly nature, and now
that he has passed forward to “that undiscovered country from whose bourne

no traveler returns,” he leaves the legacy of an unblemished life and one that

was prolific in usefulness and worthy example.

Hiram McCance was born September 2, 1835, on the farm where he

spent his last days and where his widow now resides. He was a son of

James Dixon and Isabelle (Gilmore) McCance, and a grandson of James
McCance. The latter came to this state in a very early day and entered

one hundred and sixty acres of land from the government, the two deeds

for which, eighty acres each, were signed by President Andrew Jackson.

It is worthy of note in this connection that the eighty-acre tract now owned
by Mrs. McCance has never been out of the possession of the McCance
family. James Dixon McCance was a native of Pennsylvania, in which

state he was married. Soon after that event he came to Wayne county,

Ohio, and located on the land which had been entered by his father, hut which

was never occupied by the latter. James D. McCance was a progressive and

enterprising man and he |)roceeded at once to the task of develo|)ing a farm

out of the wilderness which at that time characterized the land. He suc-

ceeded in this effort and in due time was accounted one of the most success-

ful and prominent men of his township. He was a member of the Presby-
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terian church and took an active interest in the work of the church, giving to

it an earnest and generous support at all times. He was first a Whig and

later a Republican in politics and took an active interest in local public

affairs. Fraternally, he was a member of the order of Malita. To James D.

and Isabella McCance were born four children, of whom two died in

infancy.

Hiram McCance was reared in the parental home and secured his edu-

cation in the schools of the township. He was reared to the life of a farmer

and never moved his residence from the farm on which he was born. After

completing his education he took up the vocation of teaching and for several

years he engaged in teaching schools in Indiana. After his marriage he

returned to agricultural pursuits, in which line he continued to be engaged

until his death, which occurred on the 13th of October, 1899. He was an

indefatigable worker and was progressive in his methods, keeping in touch

with the most advanced ideas relating to the science of agriculture. He
made many permanent and substantial improvements on his property, and

at the time of his death it was considered one of the fine and fertile farms

of the township. Mr. McCance was an ardent Republican in political faith

and took a particular interest in educational matters, being a man of consid-

erable influence in the community. His religious belief was embraced in

the creed of the Presbyterian church, of which he was a leading member,

serving as a trustee of the church at Fredericksburg. Fraternally, he was

an appreciative member of the time-honored order of Free and Accepted

Masons, belonging to the lodge at Wooster.

Mr. McCance was united in marriage to Elvira Gailey, who was born

near Dalton, Wayne county, Ohio, a daughter of Robert and Martha (Pink-

erton) Gailey, who were natives of Washington county, Pennsylvania.

These parents were married in their native state, and soon afterward came

to Sugar Creek township, Wayne county, Ohio, where they followed farm-

ing. To Hiram and Elvira McCance were born the following children: Al-

pha, deceased; Albert G., who married Blanche Armstrong and lives in

Cleveland
;
Mary Helen, at home

;
Liicile, at home. Mr. McCance was a

man of splendid personal qualities and stood well in the community in which

he had passed practically his entire life. Of an optimistic temperament and

genial disposition, he readily made friends and was accounted one of the

most popular men in the community in which he lived. Mrs. McCance, who

is still living in the old home, is a woman of many gracious qualities, whose

friends are in number as her acquaintances, and her attractive home is ever

open for the reception of her associates.
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LOUIS EMERSON AUKERMAN.

Louis E. Aukerman is a native of the township in whicli he now lives,

having been born within a half mile of his present residence on the 29th of

February, 1848. He is the son of Christopher and Rebecca (
Clinker) Auker-

man, both of whom are also natives of Ohio. The subject’s paternal grand-

parents, George and Rebecca Aukerman, were born in Pennsylvania, where

they were reared and married. In a very early day they came to Wayne

county, Ohio, and settled in Congress township, where they spent the rest of

their days, and died. Much the same detail might be written concerning the

subject's maternal grandparents, Samuel Clinker and wife, as they too came

in a very .early day from their native Keystone state, and they too made their

future home in Wayne county. Christoper Aukerman and Rebecca Clinker

were reared in their respectiv^e homes and after their marriage they went to

farming, in which they were successful, the father owning at the time of his

death over three hundred acres of land in Congress township. He was a

prominent member of the United Brethren church and was a man of much
influence in the community. His death occurred in 1898 and his wife died in

1889. They were the parents of nine children, of whom five are living at the

jjresent time. They were a worthy couple and their memory is held sacred by

those who remember them.

Louis Aukerman remained with his parents during his youth and secured

his education in the common schools of Congress township. He has during

his subsequent years supplemented his school learning by liberal reading and

close observation, and is a well informed man. After completing his educa-

tion Mr. Aukerman assisted his father in the operation of the home farm,

remaining with him until 1870, when his father gave him a farm of forty

acres lying in Congress township, but a short distance from the home farm,

and to this place Mr. Aukerman has since given his undivided attention. Here
he carried on general farming, raising all the crops common to this section of

the country, and in connection therewith he devotes considerable attention to

the breeding and raising of livestock, which also he has found a profitable busi-

ness. He is methodical in his work, is industrious in his habits and pro-

gressive in bis ideas, in \’iew of wbich facts there can he little wonder that he

has made a distincti\'e success of his enterprise. Me occupies a high standing

in the opinion of his fellow-agriculturists and in many ways he occupies a

leading position in the community.

In ijolitics Mr. Aukerman holds to the faith of his father and renders an
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earnest snjiport to the party of Jefferson and Jackson. He is not an aspirant

for public office, lint gives a thoughtful and intelligent attention to the affairs

of the township and county.

On August 18, 1870, ]\Ir. Aukerman was united in marriage to Catherine

Ballinger, who was born in Monroe county, Ohio, in 1850, the daughter of

Joseph and Lydia Ballinger, natives of Pennsylvania. To Mr. and Mrs.

Aukerman have been born seven children, namely : Lydia Jane, Susan,

Amanda, Minnie, Joseph Christopher, L. F. and Charles. Joseph and Lydia

were very early settlers of Monroe county, Ohio, where Mr. Ballinger fol-

lowed his trade, that of shinglemaking. He was a quiet and unassuming man
and lived a comparatively retired life. His death occurred in 1900, and that

of his wife in 1902. They were the parents of six children, four sons and two

daughters, of whom five are living.

SIDNEY GRANT SOLIDAY.

The Solidays have constituted one of the leading families of Wayne
county, members of the same having been leaders in the industrial and social

life of the community since the days that historians are pleased to refer to

as “early.” One of this number that should claim our attention for a time is

S. G. Soliday, a farmer of Plain township, whose life has been one of calm,

consecutive endeavor and one that has resulted in good both to himself and

his neighbors. He was born in this township, March 30, 1864, and he is the

son of John and Susan (Sparr) Soliday, the former born in Pennsylvania

and the latter in Plain township, Wayne county, Ohio. The paternal grand-

parents of the subject were Jacob and Elizabeth (Rhodes) Soliday, both

natives of Pennsylvania, who came to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1836 and set-

tled in the northeast quarter of section 26, Plain township, buying a farm

there and clearing it and making other improvements. He later moved to

what is now the A. R. Eberhart place in Plain towmship, remaining there

until their deaths. S. G. Soliday’s maternal grandparents w^ere Peter and

Katherine (Snader) Sparr, the former a native of Chester county, Pennsyl-

vania, who, in 1834, came to the northeast quarter of section 15, Plain town-

ship, Wayne county, Ohio, buying the farm wLere the subject now lives.

There he reared a large family, nine members of which greiv to maturity.

Four of his sons, Peter, John, William and Benjamin, were soldiers in the

Civil war. Two brothers of John Soliday, Abraham and Jacob, were also

soldiers in the Federal army; Jacob died at Vicksburg.
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John Soliday, father of S. G. Soliday, received his education in the

common schools of Wayne county. When he reached maturity he learned

the trade of millwright, which he followed for several years, then bought

the Starr homestead and there he lived until his death. Politically he was

a Democrat and took an active part in the affairs of his party, serving his

township as trustee and assessor. He was a member of the Lutheran

church. To Mr. and Mrs. John Soliday four children were born, namely

:

Ida, who married A. S. Alexander; W. A., a grocer in Shreve, Ohio; S. G.,

the subject of this sketch; L. L., who is mentioned elsewhere in this work.

John Soliday died on September 26, 1893. and was buried in Plain ceme-

tery. Mrs. Soliday makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. Alexander.

S. G. Soliday was educated in the common schools of his native com-

munity and at Smithville Academy, receiving an excellent text-book train-

ing. After leaving the school room he took up farming on the home place,

having spent his life there. He has a well cultivated and well managed

farm of eighty acres, carrying on general farming and stock raising, being

very successful in both.

Mr. Soliday was married in 1894 to Mina Rickabaugh, daughter of

John Rickabaugh, whose life record is given in the sketch of F. L. Ricka-

baugh on another page of this work. The subject and wife are the parents

of one interesting daughter, bearing the good old Bible name, Ruth.

Mr. Soliday is a member of the Lutheran church and Mrs. Soliday

belongs to the Disciple church. The former belongs to the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of the Maccabees. He is a Demo-
crat in politics and he served very faithfully as township clerk from 1894

to 1895. He is now a member of the local school board, having been

elected to this position in 1907.

JOHN FRANKLIN GEISELMAN.
I

Among those men who have lived in Wayne county and gained for

them.selves the highest esteem and the unbounded confidence of tbe entire

community, probably none stood higher than John Eranklin Geiselman, who
passed from the scenes of his earthly labor on the i6th of September, 1893.

He was born in Eranklin township, Wayne county, Ohio, on the 6th of

November, 1857. His paternal grandparents were John and Sarah (Miller)

Geiselman, who during their early life lived at New Eranklin, Columbiana

county, Ohio, but subsequently moved to M'ayue county, locating on laud
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wh:ch was located partly in East Union and partly in Franklin townships.

His maternal grandparents were Caleb and Julia Ann (Hooper) Francis,

who were both born in Maryland, the grandfather on February 20, 1812,

and the grandmother on January 18, 1817. They were married on July

29, 1834, and soon afterwards came to Harrison county, Ohio. Subse-

quently they moved to Tuscarawas county, and later to Coshocton county,

where he died on July 28, 1843. His widow later married again and eventu-

ally settled in East Union township, Wayne county, where her death occurred

on December 21, 1851, and her remains are buried at Apple Creek, this

county. To Caleb and Julia Francis were born the following children:

Sarah Elizabeth, mother of the subject; Charles T., born August 16, 1836,

died February 2, 1852; Ann Eliza, born August 24, 1835, now deceased;

Mary E., born March 22, 1840, died August 19, 1843; Caleb B., born April

9, 1842, died in 1907. The subject’s maternal great-grandfather, Michael

Hooper, was a soldier in the war of the Revolution.

The subject’s father, Cyrenius Geiselman, was born January 18, 1833,

at New Franklin, Columbiana county, Ohio, and subsequently moved with

his family to Wayne county. There he received a fair education in the

common schools, supplementing this with attendance at an academy at Apple

Creek. On reaching mature years he engaged in farming and eventually

bought the homestead in which his widow now resides, and there he spent

the remaining years of his life. Cyrenius Geiselman was an enterprising and

progressive farmer, in which vocation he was fairly successful, and during

his later years he also took the agency for farming machinery, in which

also he was successful. He was a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows at Fredericksburg and was a popular man in the circles in which

he moved. He took an active part in politics and local affairs and rendered

efficient service as a trustee of his township. In reh.gion he was a faithful

member of the Lutheran church, to which he gave an earnest and liberal

support. His death occurred on October 12, 1884. At Wooster, Ohio, on

August 31, 1854, he married Sarah Elizabeth Francis, whose birth occurred

in Harrison county, Ohio, on the 5th of May, 1835, and they became the

parents of the following children: Julia Ann, born July 8, 1855, died March

31, 1883, became the wife of Allen Derr, also decea.sed, and they became the

parents of two children, Ada Alice, who married a Mr. Williams, and Cyre-

nius Derr; John Franklin, the immediate subject of this sketch; Caleb

Francis, born October 18, 1861, died December 15, 1861; Mary Ettie, born

December 14, 1862, died December 26, 1862; Emma Loretta, born August

3, 1864, is the wife of Peter U. Martin, of Hampton township. Summit
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county, Ohio, and they have had six children, four of whom are living, Ada,

Anna B., Wesley and Walter. After the death of her first husband, Mrs.

Geiselman remained a widow eleven years, and then, on the 3d of Septem-

ber, 1895, she became the wife of David Lawrence, who is now deceased.

She is now residing on the old homestead in Franklin township.

John F. Geiselman was reared under the parental rooftree and secured

his education in the public schools of the neighborhood. Fie was reared

to the life of a farmer and always followed that vocation in Franklin town-

ship, excepting the last six months of his life, when he resided in Woods
county, this state. He was a hard working man and progressive in his

methods, and he enjoyed the esteem of all who knew him. Fie possessed

personal qualities of the highest order and readily made friends, who re-

mained loyal to him. A stanch Democrat in politics, he took a deep and com-

mendable interest in local affairs and his influence was ever given to all

movements that promised to benefit the community. Fie was a member of

the Lutheran church and took an active part in the various activities of that

society. His death occurred on September 16, 1893, remains now
lie in the Franklin cemetery.

On the nth of June, 1881, Mr. Geiselman was united in marriage to

Alzuma A. Franks, who was born in Franklin township, Wayne county,

Ohio, March 29, 1864, a daughter of Cornelius and Harriet (Lawrence)

Franks. Cornelius Franks was born in Franklin township, this county, and

the major part of his life was spent here, his last few years being spent on

a farm four miles south of Shreve, in Holmes county. Harriet Lawrence

was a daughter of Benjamin Lawrence. Cornelius and Harriet Franks were

the parents of the following children : Loretta, who is the wife of William

Butler, of Barberton, Ohio; Alzuma, who is the widow of the subject of this

sketch; Ellsworth, who lives in Holmes county; Ardella, the wife of James

Tate, of Holmes county; Malissa, the wife of Frank Hostetter, of Flolmes

county; Lula, the wife of Albert Snyder, also of Holmes county; Thomas,

of Flolmes county. To Mr. and Mrs. Geiselman were born children as fol-

lows: Thomas, born December 24, 1882, died at the age of seven vears;

Carl Dean, born January 4. 1885, married Cora Sturgess, and lives in h'rank-

lin township; Alta Myrtle, born March 13, 1885; Whlliam, born February

17, 1890, died February 18, 1890; Lillie Malissa, born iMarch 6, 1891 ; John

Myron, born February ii, 1893; the four last named are living at home with

their mother,

Mrs. Geiselman is a lady of splendid womanly qualities, and in the
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church and social circles in which she moves she is well liked by all who know
h.er. She is a member of the Lutheran church and is an active and effectual

worker in its various departments. She maintains a personal supervision

over the home farm and possesses business qualities of a high order.

JOHN ROBERT SNYDER.

Eew sections of Ohio can boast of more thrifty, industrious or enter-

prising fanners than those of Eranklin township, Wayne county, Ohio.

Handsome residences, substantial and commodious barns and sightly and

well-kept fences are the rule in this part of the county. The livestock is well

cared for and everything presents a prosperous and inviting appearance.

The people are intelligent and studious and have given to their vocation a

practical study which has guaranteed success under anything near a normal

condition. One of the best and most systematic of these farmers is J. Rob.

Snyder, whose fine and fertile farm is located in section 6, of Franklin town-

ship, and whose success during the years he has lived here has been com-

mensurate with the intelligent and thoughtful labor he has bestowed.

J. Rob. Snyder is a native son of the old Buckeye state, having first

seen the light of day in Holmes county on the 9th of March, 1853. He is

a son of Daniel and Catherine (Miller) Snyder, both of whom were natives

of Union county, Pennsylvania. They, in company with the paternal grand-

father, Jacob Snyder, came to Ohio in about 1835, locating in Wa3Uie county,

later going to Holmes county, but subsequently returning to Wayne county,

where the remainder of their lives were passed. They were faithful and

active members of the Lutheran church. After Daniel Snyder had lived in

this state a few years and had definitely determined to make it his future

home, he returned to Pennsylvania by horseback and there married the

Sweetheart whom he had left behind when he started westward on his pros-

pecting trip. Loading their effects in a one-horse wagon, they came to

their Wayne county home, later going to Holmes county. They later re-

turned to Wayne county in 1864. Their remains now lie buried in the

cemetery at Wooster. They were the parents of the following children:

Henry, who is now deceased, was a soldier in the Civil war, being a member

of Company B, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; Samuel died

during his service in the army, having been a member of the same company
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and regiment as his brother; George died in infancy; Susan is the wife of

H. B. Rayl, of Lake county, Ohio; Civilla is the widow of Perry Yernall

and makes her home at Wooster; Elizabeth lives at Wooster; James Q.

lives in Wooster township; John Robert, the subject of this sketch.

J. Rob. Snyder was reared in his Holmes county home until he was about

twelve years of age, when the family moved back to Wayne county. He
secured a fair education in the common schools and was reared to the life

of a farmer. He remained with his parents until the time of his marriage,

in 1879, when he moved onto the splendid farm which he now occupies.

The place comprises one hundred and sixty acres and is one of the most fer-

tile and productive farms in the township. All the improvements on the

place have been made by the subject and he has given at all times an intelli-

gent direction to his operations, so that he has been enabled to realize hand-

some returns for the labor bestowed. The buildings on the place are all

well built and present an attractive appearance, the general aspect of the

property indicating the owner to be a man of right ideas. He here carries

on a general line of farming and stock raising and is numbered among the

progressive and successful farmers in his community. In 1895 IMr. Snyder

erected the grain elevator at Kauke, this county, and has continued to oper-

ate it since that time. The elevator is well Iniilt and is capacious, a large

business being done through it annually.

Mr. Snyder was married to Amanda Hoffman and they have become the

parents of the following children : Leotta, deceased
;
Daniel Bonnell and

Catherine. The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church at

Moorland, of wdiich the subject is one of the trustees, and to this society they

give an earnest and generous support. In politics Mr. Snyder renders a

stanch allegiance to the Republican party, and takes an active part in advanc-

ing its interests in the community, though he is not in any sense a seeker

himself after the honors or emoluments of public office. He is a man of

progressive ideas and practical methods and his success has been w'ell mer-

ited. As a man of strict morality, the community can ask for no l)etter;

as a man of integrity, no district can boast of a citizen more honest, and as

a man of intelligence he ranks high, enjoying the unliounded respect and

e.steem of those wdth wdiom he associates.

ABBtriT LAWRlfNCH

.\bb()ll Lawrence is a representative of one ol the honored pioneer fam-

ilies of Wayne county. When the greater part of this countv was in its

primitive condition, when its lands were wild and untamed, when its streams
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were unliridged, its forests uncut and when the work of progress and im-

provement was a thing of the future, the Lawrence family was founded here

by Benjamin Lawrence, the grandfather of the subject, and since that time

different members of the family have contributed in large measure to the

general impro\’ement and substantial ad\'ancement which have brought about

the present wonderful prosperity which characterizes this section of the state.

Abbott Lawrence, who is now one of the successful and influential

farmers of Franklin township, was born in this township, February 17, 1854,

and is the son of David and Sarah (Force) Lawrence. The subject’s pater-

nal grandfather, Benjamin Lawrence, was a native of Lancaster county,

Pennsylvania, from whence he came to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1818, set-

tling in Saltcreek township, where he entered land from the government.

He proceeded to improve the land and made that his home during the re-

mainder of his life. He was the father of the following children: Benja-

min, John (who died young), Samuel, Jacob, David, Henry, all of whom
are now deceased. The subject’s father, David Lawrence, was born in Lan-

caster county, Pennsylvania, on September 21, 1816, and was therefore but

two years of age when the family moved to their new home in the Buckeye

state. He was reared and educated in Saltcreek township, and continued

to reside there until his marriage, when he moved to Franklin township and

bought a farm, the land embracing' that on which the Lutheran church now
stands. His purchase included eighty acres, but at various times he added

to it. The land had been but slightly improved, but he went to work ener-

getically and by dint of much and persistent hard work and good judgment

he developed it into one of the best farms in the locality. He erected a

set of commodious and well-arranged buildings, erected good fences and in

other ways evinced the fact that he was enterprising and progressive in spirit

and methods. He took an active and important part in the early development

of the community and gave material assistance in the erection of the old

Lutheran church, having donated the land for the same. He and his wife

were active workers and stanch supporters of this church. His political

affiliation was with the Democratic party, in the councils of which he took a

leading part. He served several terms as trustee and also as a member of

the school board and in other capacities he exerted a healthy influence on

the life of the community. To David and Sarah Lawrence were born the

following children: Jane, who is the wife of William Greenwald, of Frank-

lin township; Clinton, of Wooster, Ohio; Abbott, the immediate subject of

this review; Florence, who is the wife of Josiah Morr, of Franklin township.

Sarah (Force) Lawrence, the mother of these children, was born in 1821 in
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Pennsylvania, and was a daughter of John Force, who also was one of the

earliest settlers of Saltcreek township, this county. Her death occurred on

August 21, 1893. David Lawrence, besides being a successful farmer, also

worked at the carpenter trade and assisted in the erection of many of the

best buildings and churches in the county. He was also engaged for thirty

years in the operation of a portable sawmill. After the death of his first

wife, he married Mrs. Sarah Geiselmian, who is still living. His death oc-

curred on the 7th of November, 1903.

Abbott Lawrence was reared by his parents and secured his education

in the district schools of the community. He was early initiated into the

work of the farm, and after the completion of his education he became his

father’s assistant on the farm, and, with the latter, was also engaged for

thirty years in the operation of the portable sawmill. Prior to going into the

sawmill business, he had taken possession of his present farm in Franklin

township, where he has lived continuously for thirty-one years. The place,

which comprises thirty-two acres, is most eligibly located and is kept in the

best of condition by the subject, who thoroughly understands the secrets of

successful agriculture. He has made all the improvements on the place, in-

cluding the erection of the attractive house, commodious barn and other

outbuildings, and the planting of many fine fruit, forest and ornamental

trees, which abound on every hand. He is progressive in his methods and is

a good business manager, so that he has been enabled to realize a comfortable

income in return for the labor bestowed. He raises all the crops common
to this section of the country and also devotes some attention to the raising

of livestock, in which also he has been fairly successful.

On November 2, 1876, Mr. Lawrence was united in the holy bonds of

matrimony with Elsie Hensel, who was liorn in Franklin township, A'ayne

county, Ohio, a daughter of Jacob and Susan (Geiselman) Hensel, her

mother being a daughter of Valentine Geiselman. Jacob Hensel was a

native of Germany and in young manhood came to Wayne county, Ohio, set-

tling at Moorland, where he engaged successfully in the vocation of wagon-

making. After his marriage he bought a farm in Wooster township, where

he resided for some time, later moving to Wayne township, where his death

occurred on Decemher 7, 1890. His widow survived him several years,

dying on June 16, 1903. Their remains lie buried in tbe Wooster cemetery.

They were both active and consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal

church. They were the parents of the following children ; Aminda jose-

])lu'ne, who is the wife of F. E. Reynolds, of Cleveland, Ohio; Flenora, now
deceased, was the first wife of F. E. Reynolds; Iflsie is the wife of the sub-
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ject of this sketch; Edmund resides at Akron, Ohio; Alma, deceased; Irene

is the wife of Angus McDonald and resides in the state of New York.

To Mr. and Airs. Laivrence have been born three children, namely: Adel-

bert, who lives in Akron, Ohio, has one child, Carrey, who lives with his

grandparents, the subject and wife; Laverna is the wife of Bernard AIc-

Carron, of Canton, Ohio, and they have one child, L. Clayton
;
Pearl is the

wife of Glenn Barnes and lives in Franklin township.

Politically, Mr. Lawrence is an ardent Democrat and takes the right

sort of an interest in local affairs. Religiously, both Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence

formerly held membership in the Lutheran church near their home, and the

subject held prominent official position in the society, but they are now mem-
bers of the Reformed church at Apple Creek. Mr. Lawrence has taken a

prominent part in local public affairs, having served a number of years as

trustee of the township and as a member of the school board. He has also

ser\'ed a number of times on the township central committee of his party.

He is held in the highest esteem in the locality, being a man of responsibility,

and he not only represents an honorable old family but also personally

stands for all that is best in the life of the community. Because of his

many fine personal qualities of character and the esteem in which he is

generally held, and also because of the fact that the family which name he

bears was one of tbe founders of Wayne county, he is eminently deserving of

representation in this work.

WILLIAM FRANKLIN NIRODE.

Although many foreign countries have sent their citizens to Wayne
county, Ohio, and they have figured in the various walks of life, the Ger-

man empire has furnished a larger (piota than any other, and while one, by

way of comparison, could not say that these sons of the Fatherland have

surpassed all others, it would be safe to say that none have outstripped

them or made better supporters of our institutions, for they have become

property owners, labored for the development of the county in many ways

and have offered their services in our wars. Of this number. Adam Nirode,

father of William F. Nirode, of this review, should be mentioned, for he

was born in Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, in 1824, and he came to America

with his parents, who were also natives of Germany, having made the slow

trip across the Atlantic in 1833. The family settled at Harrisburg. Pennsyl-

vania. In i860 Adam Nirode left his parents in Pennsylvania and came to

Wayne county, Ohio, where he first worked as a teamster and farmer, hav-
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ing clone a great deal of teaming with six horses. He married Sarah Sny-

der, a native of Wooster township, this county. He received his education

in Wayne county and lived near Blachleyville, Plain township, for many
years and was living there at the time of his death. He was a Democrat

in politics and had always been a member of the Evangelical Lutheran

church. To Adam Nirode and wife five children were born, namely: Wil-

liam Franklin, of this review; George; Sarah Alice, deceased; Levina and

Edward.

Joseph Snyder and wife, the maternal grandparents of William F.

Nirode, were early farmers of Wayne county.

William F. Nirode was born in Wooster township, Wayne county,

Ohio, January 19, 1862, and he received his education in the common
schools of Greene and Plain townships. Early in life he began farming

and, when a boy, he loved to watch the threshing machines when they vis-

ited his vicinity, usually following them about until they went to another

neighborhood, declaring that when he got to be a man he would operate

one of his own; consequently he has been a thresher all his mature life.

However he has also managed a saw-mill and farmed in connection with

threshing, but of late years he has not engaged in the saw-mill business.

He has now given up the threshing liusiness, which is being carried on by
his son Chester, He has a good farm of one hundred and fifty-two acres in

Plain township which he keeps well tilled and well stocked and on which
he has a cozy home and excellent barns.

Mr. Nirode was twice married, first on January 8, 1885, to Isadore

Obenour, and to this union two children were born, Chester and Wayne.
February 8, 1903, Mr. Nirode married for his second wife Martha Naylor,
who has borne him one child, William Earl. Mrs. Nirode is the daughter
of Sylvester and Julia (Colman) Naylor, of Clinton township, Wayne
county. Mrs. Naylor died in March. 1903, and is buried in Newkirk cem-
etery, near Lakeville, Ohio.

Religiously Mr. Nirode is a Lutheran, and in politics he supports the

Democratic ticket; fraternally he belongs to the Modern A’oodmen of
America.

JOHN C. SANDERSON.

It is a ])leasing indulgence to refer to the life and achievements of a man
who has been .so long and so prominently identified with the material activ-

ities of a community as has the .subject of this review, and who stands con-
(r>8)
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spicuously forward among the leading factors in the continued growth and

prosperity of one of the most flourishing and substantial sections of the

great Buckeye commonwealth.

John C. Sanderson, who occupies an enviable position among the lead-

ing agriculturists of Franklin township, Wayne county, Ohio, is a native of

the township in which he now li\-es, his iDirth having occurred there on

February lo, 1855. Flis paternal grandparents were Alexander and Re-

becca Sanderson, who came l)y horseback overland from Pennsylvania to

Wayne county in 1817. They settled in what is now section 13, Franklin

township, and which at that time was densely covered with the original

forest growth, in the midst of which roamed Indians and many varieties

of wild animals. These worthy pioneers erected a rude log cabin and at

once set themselves to the task of clearing the land and putting it in cultiva-

tion. This tract entered by Alexander Sanderson comprised three hundred

and twenty acres, and a part of this is still held in the Sanderson family.

Mr. and Mrs. Sanderson spent the remainder of their lives on this place,

and during .their active years they made great progress in the development

of the land into a good farm. They were worthy and highly esteemed

persons and were leaders in their community. In politics, Alexander San-

derson was a Democrat, and in religion he was a member of the Presbyterian

church at Fredericksburg, of which he was an elder for many years. To

Alexander and Rebecca Sanderson 'were born the following children
:

James,

John, Alexander, David, William, George, Nathan, Jane and Ann. Of these,

all are now dead but George, who lives at Shreve, this county. Nathan died

at the age of twenty-one years. Jane was the wife of Charles Kittlewell, and

Ann became the wife of Robert Reed.

John Sanderson, the second in the order of birth in the above-mentioned

family of Alexander and Rebecca Sanderson, was born on the Franklin town-

ship farm, and was there reared, his education being received in the district

schools of the township. When he had grown to manhood he married Caro-

line Shaw, who was a native of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, her parents hav-

ing died when she was quite young. After his marriage John Sanderson

bought part of the home farm from his father and proceeded to give atten-

tion to its cultivation. Being a carpenter by trade, and a very proficient

workman, he erected his own house and barns and in many other ways made

substantial improvements. In connection with his farming operations he

did a good deal of carpenter work throughout the neighboring country.

He was a widely known and highly respected man and spent his entire

life on this farm where he had had his beginning. He was a stanch Demo-
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crat in politics and a consistent member of the Presbyterian church. John

and Caroline Sanderson became the parents of the following children : Rob-

ert, of Niles, Ohio; John C., the immediate subject of this sketch; James, of

Holmes county, Ohio; Mary Jane, who was the wife of Perry E. Sherman

but is now deceased; Hiram lives in Saltcreek township, this county; Amos,

a successful dentist at Orrville, Ohio; Ida E., the wife of Charles Ramsey,

of Fredericksburg, Ohio; Edward, also of Fredericksburg. The parents of

these children are now deceased, and their remains lie side by side in the

East cemetery at Fredericksburg. They were a worthy couple and few

persons ever lived in this section who more wholly enjoyed the respect and

esteem of the entire community. They were active agencies in the develop-

ment of this region and their enthusiastic support was always given to move-

ments that promised to benefit the community in any way.

John C. Sanderson was reared by his parents and is indebted to the

common schools of the neighborhood for his mental training. He remained

with his parents until his marriage, when he started out on his own account

and has since been engaged continuously in agricultural pursuits. He is

the owner of three hundred and thirty-eight acres of as fine land as can

be found in this section of the county and, owing to his energy, enterprise

and progressive spirit, he has been enabled annually to realize handsome re-

turns for the labor he has bestowed on it. On this place he erected a neat

and attractive residence and other buildings and has in many other ways

brought the place up to the highest standard of excellence. He is method-

ical in his work and gives his personal attention to every detail of the work,

so that nothing is left undone that would contribute to the success of his

operations. In addition to the tilling of the soil he gives some attention to

the raising of livestock, in which also he has met with a gratifying degree of

success.

On the 20th of January, 1881, John C. Sanderson was united in mar-

riage to Mai*yetta Moore, who was born in Saltcreek township, Wayne
county, Ohio, November i, 1859, ^ daughter of William Butler and Susan

(Martin) Moore. William Moore was a native of New Jersey but is now
deceased, while his widow now makes her home near Fredericksburg, this

county. To the subject and his wife were born the following children : Cora,

Oren Martin, Susan and Ida Grace, who are all at home, and two that died

in early childhood.

In his political views Mr. Sanderson clings to the faith of his fathers,

the Democratic, but he has never aspired to public office or preferment of

any nature. Plis religious membership is in the Presbyterian church at Fred-
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ericksburg, of which he is a trustee, and in other ways takes a leading and

prominent part. Mr. Sanderson is known throughout the township in which

he lives as an honest, industrious and enterprising man, one who has always

had the good of his friends and neighbors at heart. No more loyal and help-

ful man can be found in the township than he, as he has in every way possible

striven to exert his induence in such a manner as to effect the best general

results.

JACOB KRICK.

The German element in Wayne county, Ohio, has played a conspicu-

ous part in transforming it into one of the two leading counties of the

Union and of this worthy number Jacob Krick must have a place. He was

born in Rheinberne, Germany, January 13, 1833, the son of Jacob and Mar-

garet (Wert) Krick. They were the parents of three children, Philip, Jacob

and Phoebe.

Jacob Krick, of this review, came to the United States in 1852 and

settled in Wayne county, Ohio. He had limited means when he came here,

consec|uently hired out to work on the farm by the year at about nine dol-

lars per month. He was married, in 1857, to Elizabeth Wert, who was

reared in Greene township, this county. After his marriage, Mr. Krick

was employed by the day. In time he moved to Holmes county, adjoining

Wayne on the south, and there he rented land until he moved to the present

farm in 1864. He rented it until 1873, when he bought the farm of ninety

acres, having made by his own efforts enough money to defray the expenses

of the purchase. He has always been a hard worker and a good manager

and deserves a great deal of credit for what he has accomplished consider-

ing that he started with nothing. He has a good farm and it yields a com-

fortable income from year to year.

To Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Krick nine children were born, seven of whom
are living in 1909, namely: Katherine, wife of George Smith, of Orrville

;

Mary, wife of Jacob Seigley ; Anna, wife of John Grant; Margaret, single,

is living in Medina county, this state; Charles, whose sketch appears on

another page of this work; Philip, who is single; Frederick has also re-

mained unmarried. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Krick have ten grandchildren,

namely : Ward Smith, Ellis G. Seigler, Esther Seigler, Ann and John

Grant, Erin J., Gladys E., Charles and Russell Grant; Mildred, Mabel

and Ruth Krick.
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Mr. Krick and members of his family belong to the Reformed church

at Orrville, this county. Politically Jacob Krick is a Democrat. He is well

known in the eastern part of Wayne county and is a man of fine personal

traits.

THOMAS H. LITSINGER.

Year has been added to year and decade to decade until the aggregate

of three-quarters of a century has been attained since the time when the

subject of this sketch came to Wayne county, of which his father was a

pioneer. The latter lived here until attaining a venerable age, and as a man
whose life had been such as to retain to him the high esteem of his fellow

men. When the family took up their residence here the section was in many

respects still practically a frontier region, awaiting the awakening touch

of the sturdy pioneers who would still further transform its wild lands into

rich and productive farms and beautiful homes, establish villages, churches,

schools and various commercial and industrial enterprises and thus continue

the inceptive work of reclaiming the country for the uses and blessing of

mankind. The natural advantages of this section attracted at an early day

a superior class of settlers,—a thrifty, industrious, progressive and law-

abiding people, whose influence has given permanent direction to the work

of development and material advancement. Of this type was the father of

the subject, Darius Litsinger, who was born at Towsontown, Maryland,

March 25, 1805. He was there reared and educated, and on attaining man-

hood’s years he took unto himself a helpmeet in the person of Mary Ann
Bucher. She was born at Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, October 13, 1808, and

was a daughter of Christian and Elizabeth Bucher. Her mother was born

January 5, 1776, and died April 16, 1873, she and her husband being now
buried in the cemetery at Moorland, Ohio. In the fall of 1834 Darius Lit-

singer brought his family to Wayne county, Ohio, being accompanied also

by Christian and Elizabeth Bucher, and they located in the neighborhood of

where the subject of this sketch now lives. Their journey overland was
made in a four-horse wagon and was a long and wearisome journey. Darius

and Mary Litsinger spent the remaining years of their life here and became

prominently and favorably known throughout the community. He was first

a Democrat in politics, but from the time of the candidacy of William Henry
Harrison he remained allied with the Republican party. He and his wife

were earnest and faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal church at

/
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Moorland, Mr. Litsinger having served efficiently as trustee of the same.

They were the parents of the following children; William died young;

Thomas, Joseph, Charles, Richard, Matilda and Elizabeth are deceased

;

Susan is the wife of Martin Scott and lives at Apple Creek
;
Ellen, deceased,

was the wife of John Weiker. Darius Litsinger died on the ist of April,

1885, and his wife on December 10, 1890, their remains being buried in

the cemetery at Moorland.

Thomas H. Litsinger, the immediate subject of this sketch, was born

in Baltimore county, Maryland, near the city of Baltimore, August 27, 1834.

He was a baby when the family emigrated to their new home in the Buckeye

state and here he was reared and has spent the subsequent years of his life.

He secured his education in the district schools of the neighborhood, and,

owing to the somewhat primitive ecphpment and methods which character-

ized the schools of those early days, his educational opportunities were some-

what limited. Besides most of his time, when old enough, was devoted to

the strenuous work of clearing the land and putting it in cultivation, in which

work he was an able assistant to his father. He has always resided in

Eranklin township and since i860 has resided continuously on his present

fine farm, which is located in section 20. He has devoted most of his time to

farming, in which he has been fairly successful, owing to his enterprising

and progressive methods. In connection with agriculture, he has also worked

much at carpentering, in which he is proficient, and has had a hand in erect-

ing some of the best buildings in this section of the county. He is energetic

and has all his life been actively engaged in work of some nature. He
enjoys a splendid reputation among those who know him best and all esteem

him for his genuine worth.

Mr. Litsinger married Jane G. Gabriel, who was born in 1836, the

daughter of Thomas and Ann (Jones) Gabriel. Her parents were natives of

Pennsylvania, having come to Ohio in 1830 and located one mile east of

Moorland, where they built a commodious, and substantial stone house. They

were members of the Methodist Episcopal church and were active in all good

works. Mr. Gabriel was a Republican in politics. Going further back in the

ancestral record of Mrs. Litsinger, it is noted that her paternal grandfather

was Jacob Gabriel and her maternal grandfather was Daniel Jones, both of

whom were born, lived and died in Pennsylvania. To Thomas and Ann Ga-

briel were born the following children; James, David, Jacob, Phoebe, Mar-

garet, John, Caleb, Elizabeth (Who married Solomon Tate), Martha, Jane

(wife of the subject). Besides those mentioned above, three died in infancy,

and Mrs. Litsinger is the only one of the children now living. To Mr. and
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Mrs. Litsinger have been born the following children ; Ellen, of this town-

ship
;
Hannah is the wife of William Jacot, of East Union township, this

county, and they have two children, Mabel and Eleanor.

Mr. Litsinger is a stanch Democrat in his political belief and has taken

a live and commendable interest in local public affairs; having rendered very

satisfactory service as treasurer of the township. He and his wife are faith-

ful members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which he is a member of

the official board in the capacity of steward. He has long been numbered

among the leading farmers and public-spirited citizens of his township. He
has maintained his property at the highest standard of excellence, the ap-

pearance of the place indicating the owner to be a man of excellent taste

and sound judgment.

THOMAS PENDLETON BROWN.

There is no positive rule for achieving success, and yet in the life of the

successful man there are always lessons which might well be follow'ed. The
man who gains prosperity is he who can see and utilize the opportunities

that come in his path. The essential conditions of human life are ever the

same, the surroundings of individuals differ but slightly, after all
;
and when

one man passes another on the highway of life to reach the goal of prosperity

before others who perhaps started out before him, it is because he has the

power to use advantages which properly encompass the wdiole human race.

Such thoughts are prompted by a study of the life record of Thomas
Pendleton Brown, of Wooster, one of the most skillful civil engineers in this

section of the Buckeye state, and he has achieved his envied position in this

calling solely through individual efforts, with many obstacles against him. but

he has surmounted them, one h}^ one, and, while yet a young man, his labors

have been crowned by success, and the future holds much of promise for

him.

Mr. Brown is a native of Wooster, having been born here on January

19, 1876, and he has continued to make Wayne county his home. He is the

son of John B. and Marilla (Koch) Brown, being the eldest of their children.

The father, for many years a well-known citizen of Wooster, was at one time

deputy sheriff, filling out the unexpired term of Ethan A. Brown, turning

over the office, which he had very creditably filled, to his successor in 1889.

Thomas P. Brown was always an ambitious lad. but not having a very

flattering pros])ect to gain an education in his boyhood days, he set out to
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educate himself and he has succeeded admirably well. He passed through

the Wooster high school and the Bixler Business College, and, as already

intimated, learned civil engineering by studying at nights. In his younger

years he engaged successfully for a time in the real estate business.

When the Spanish-American war broke out Mr. Brown was one of the

first to volunteer his services in eradicating the tyranny of Spain, and en-

listed in Company D, Eighth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in April,

1898. The company was well drilled and was sent to Cuba, where it re-

mained from July i ith to the latter part of August, but, much to the disap-

pointment of Mr. Brown and his comrades, they had no opportunity to see

active service on the firing line. They were ordered home and were mus-

tered out at Wooster on November 10, 1908, being honorably discharged.

Mr. Brown was married on December 8, 1899, to Irene Taggart, daugh-

ter of Calvin Taggart, a highly-respected family of Wooster, and this union

has resulted in the birth of one child, Marilla Irene, born January 2, 1903.

Mr. Brown is an active and influential member of the Baptist church, and

he belongs to the Buckeye Camp, United Spanish-American War Veterans.

He was elected ditch supervisor of Wooster township, in 1909, and is giving

eminent satisfaction in that capacity.

BEN DOUGLAS.

Human lives resemble the waves of the sea
;
they flash a few brief

moments in the sunlight, marvels of power and beauty, and then are dashed

upon the remorseless shores of death and disappear forever. As the mighty

deep has rolled for ages past and chanted its sublime recpnem and will con-

tinue to roll during the coming ages until time shall be no more, so will the

waves of human life follow each other in countless succession until they

mingle at last with the billows of eternity’s boundless sea. The passing of

any human life, however humble and unknown, is sure to give rise to a

pang of anguish to some heart, but when the fell destroyer knocks audibly

at the door of the useful and great and removes from earthly scenes the

man of honor and influence and the benefactor of his kind, it not only

means bereavement to kindred and friends, but a public calamity as well.

In the largest and best sense of the term, the late Ben Douglas, of Wooster,

was distinctively one of the notable men of his day and generation and as

such is entitled to a conspicuous place in the annals of his city, county and

state. As a citizen he was enterprising and public-spirited, as a polished
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and versatile author he won a wide and lasting reputation and as a friend

and neighbor he combined the qualities of head and heart that won confi-

dence and commanded respect. It is scarce less than a supererogation in

outlining in a brief sketch the leading facts in his life to refer to him as a

citizen in the ordinary phraseology which meets all requirements when

dealing with the average man.

Mr. Douglas was a native of Wayne county, Ohio, his birth occurring

here August 13, 1836, and he was summoned by the “ancient silence to the

windowless palaces of rest” on July 24, 1909, after a useful and honorable

career, the major part of which took shape in his native community and

the city of Wooster where he had long maintained his pleasant home and

where his death occurred. He was the son of James and Elizabeth W.
Douglas, who at the time their son Ben was born lived in Plain township

on the old Douglas homestead. They were each fine types of sterling pio-

neer citizens, influential there and highly respected by all who knew them.

Ben Douglas remained on the home farm, assisting with the work

about the place until he was twenty years of age, in the meantime attending

the district school in Jefferson. Later he entered Vermillion Institute at

Hayesville, which institution he attended for a period of three years and

gained a very serviceable education, which was greatly broadened in later

years by promiscuous reading and special study. He early had an ambition

to become an attorney, consec[uently he began studying the law in the office

of William Orr and John Irvin, well known practitioners in the courts here

during a past generation. After a year there he entered the Cleveland

Law School, from which he was graduated with a very creditable record in

1861, and was admitted to the bar by the supreme court. He formed a law

partnership with Joseph Downing. The Civil war came on and the office of

Downing & Douglas became a recruiting office. Mr. Douglas, being in-

tensely patriotic, did much to assist the Union cause, and he wrote the first

call for volunteers, the instrument now being highly prized by the Wooster

Grand Army post. During those troublous times he made many speeches

over the country in an effort to induce more volunteers to go to the front,

devoting the years during the war to this work, and he never returned to

the law again as a practicing lawyer.

Politically, Mr. Douglas was an ardent Republican and his abilitv and

powers as an orator naturally attracted the attention of local political leaders of

his day, and in 1868, the “Grant, Colfax and Peace” campaign, he was sent

on a stumping tour to California and Nevada where he made a great rec-

ord as a forceful political orator. In 1882 he was appointed to a position in the
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postmaster-general’s office at Washington, D. C., \vhere he soon won high

favor and while in that city he corresponded for noted papers and maga-

zines. After his return to Wooster, he became editor of The Jacksonian,

and, although a Republican himself, he conducted the political columns of

that journal and rendered it popular and influential, being a ready writer

on any subject and always well advised on the current topics of the day.

He was a lover of good books and owned a large and carefully selected li-

brary of the world’s best and standard literature, including many old and

rare volumes. As a descriptive writer he had but few ecjuals and possibly

no superiors. He was a poet of more than ordinary talent, many of his

verses resembling some of those written by Moore, Holmes and Whittier,

and they will doubtless continue to please and encourage many a person

for generations to come, as will also much of his wholesome prose. Per-

haps his greatest literary work was his “History of Wayne County,” pub-

lished in 1878, a thorough and comprehensive work of higher merit than

the ordinary history. He left in manuscript a history of the Grand Army
of the Republic. His last published work was “Wayne County Lawyers,”

issued in 1900, which is a treasure of its kind. In many ways he was one

of the most gifted men ever born and reared in Wayne county, Ohio. He
was a man of commanding presence and noted for his vitality, a characteristic

of his ancestors.

The chapter in Mr. Douglas's interesting career bearing on his domestic

life began in 1861, when he was married to Narcissa Newkirk, a woman
of culture, education and genial address, a native of Big Prairie, Ohio, and

the representative of an excellent and popular old family. She survives

and is living in Wooster. This union resulted in the birth of two daugh-

ters, Mrs. Dale Lowry, of Nicholasville, Kentucky, and Mrs. Mabel Esary,

of Seattle, Washington.

CHARLES ELMER METTETAL.

Charles E. Mettetal, a well-known citizen of Saltcreek township, Wayne
county, Ohio, owns and operates a valuable farm whose neat and thrifty

appearance well indicates his careful supervision. Substantial improvements

are surrounded by well-tilled fields, and all of the accessories and conven-

iences of a model farm are there found.

Mr. Mettetal traces his ancestry back to the vine-clad hills of sunny

France, where lived his great-grandfather, Francis Mettetal, who in an early
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day emigrated to the United States and entered land in W’ayne county, the

same being the farm now owned and operated by J. H. Fisher. The entire

section of the state where he settled was covered with a dense_ forest growth,

so that when the pioneers went any considerable distance from home they in-

variably carried a hatchet with which to “blaze” the trees, that they might

not become lost. Massillon was at that time the only town of any impor-

tance in this section of the state, and that was the common trading point for

all the early settlers. The maternal grandfather, Peter Mettetal, was also

born in France, and was a lad of fifteen years when the family located in

their new home, and his efforts were applied to the clearing of the new farm

and the cultivation of the first crops. He spent the remaining years of his

life on this place and died there. His son George, father of the subject of

this sketch, was born on this place and lived there all his life, dying there

at the age of forty-nine years, and during this period he was never outside

of Wayne county. He always followed farming and was successful in that

line. He was in politics an ardent Democrat, but was never a seeker after

public office. He was a member of the French Reformed church, in which

he was a consistent member, but, being of a retiring disposition, he never

assumed a leading part. He married Rosanna Blosser, who was born near

Mount Eaton, Wayne county, and whose people were originally from Switzer-

land. She is still living, at the age of sixty years, and makes her home with

the subject, who gives her every possible attention. She and George M. Met-

tetal were married in this county and they became the parents of three chil-

dren, Charles E., Lovie and Alva, who is deceased.

Charles E. Mettetal was born on the paternal farmstead in Saltcreek

township, Wayne county, on the 13th of April, 1880, and was there reared.

He secured a good practical education in the common schools of his neigh-

borhood, principally at what was known as the Johnson school house, but,

being compelled to go to work at the early age of fifteen years, his education

was somewhat abbreviated. Since the age mentioned he has applied himself

continuously to the cultivation of the* soil, excepting four years when he

lived in Akron, Ohio. He now owns and operates eighty-eight acres of the

old home place and is considered among the prominent and progressive

farmers of his locality. He is alert and energetic and seldom fails to secure

good crops in return for the labor bestowed. He keeps in close touch with

the most advanced ideas relating to the science of agriculture and does not

hesitate to adopt new methods when experiment and experience have demon-

strated them to be superior to old methods. Flis property is well improved

and its general appearance indicates the owner to lie a man of good taste

and sound judgment.
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On May 31, 1903, Mr. Mettetal was united in marriage to Mary Jane

Boyer, who was born in East Union township, this county, April 8, 1881,

the daughter of Abraham Boyer. Her parents were natives of Lancaster

county, Pennsylvania, and were early settlers in Wayne county. The sub-

ject and his wife have become the parents of two children, Harry Allen, now
five years old, and Minnie, who is three years old.

In political matters Mr. Mettetal assumes an independent attitude and

invariabley gives his support to me rather than party, believing that the

personal qualifications of a candidate for the office he seeks to be of para-

mount importance. The only public office he has held was that of school

director, in which he rendered efficient service to his township. Fraternally,

he is a member of the Knights of the Maccabees at Apple Creek. He gives

his support to all moral, educational, social or material interests which he

believes will benefit the community, and as a man of sterling worth he justly

merits the high regard in which he is held.

SOLOMON SOUERS.

d. mong the intelligent, progressive and enterprising men who have suc-

cessfully directed their attention and labors to the noble work of husbandry in

Wayne county and whose prosperity has come as the result of personal ef-

fort, is Mr. Souers, one of the substantial and honored agriculturists of

Saltcreek township. If one is to sojourn for any length of time in that

naturally favored portion of the county, he is sure to note with appreciation

the changes wrought by the hand of man to the end of securing the great

fields of waving grahi, the undulating meadows, with their herds and flocks,

the substantial improvements and the various other conditions indicative of

a prosperous agricultural community. In this connection also will be noticed

the fine farm estate of the subject of this review, and here he is abiding in

peace, contentment and plenty, honored by those among whom so many

years of his life have been passed, and ever doing all in his power to con-

serve the best interests of the community.

Solomon Souers was born in the home in which he now lives, the date

of his birth having been the 28th of January, 1831. He is a son of Jacob

and Elizabeth (Franks) Souers. The father was a native of Switzerland

and came to the United States with his parents when he was a young boy,

locating in Fayette county, Pennsylvania. Subsequently they came to Wayne
county, Ohio, the father entering from the government the land in section
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16, Saltcreek township, where the subject now lives. It was then all cov-

ered with the virgin forest, in which were to be found many varieties of

wild animals, including bears and wolves. The country was but sparsely

settled, there being but one or two houses between that place and Wooster,

and at the latter point there was but one store and a few houses. The sub-

ject’s mother at one time wanted some chickens, of which they had seen none

since they left Pennsylvania, but to secure them she found it necessary to

ride horseback a considerable distance. Eventually the land was cleared and

put in cultivation and during all the subsequent years this has been con-

sidered one of the best farms in this section. It embraces one hundred and

sixty acres, and is maintained in the best possible condition, due attention

being paid to rotation of crops, drainage and other important features of

successful agriculture, and annually produces abundant crops in return for the

labor bestowed upon it.

Jacob Souers was a Democrat in political faith, but was not inclined to

take a prominent part in public affairs, never having held any office. He
was a faithful member of the Reformed church at Mount Eaton and took an

active interest in the workings of the society. In Pennsylvania Mr. Souers

married Elizabeth Franks, who was born in Fayette county, that state, and

to them were born the following children : George, who died at the age of

eighty-five years; Jacob, who is now living at the age of ninety-seven years;

Reason, who died at the age of ninety-three years; John died at the age of

seventy-five years
;
Simeon died at the age of seventy-five years

;
Sarah was

eighty-two years old at the time of her death, her sister Maiy passing away
at the same age; Levi died in infancy; the subject is the last born of these

children. Jacob Souers was sixty-five years old at the time of his death in

1850, and his wife lived to the age of ninety-two years. These ages indi-

cate a remarkable tendency to longevity in this family, the average of the

ages being greater than in any family in the township.

Solomon Souers received Iv's education in the common schools of Wayne
county, his education being somewhat limited because of the lack of adequate

facilities at that early date. He has lived his entire life on the old homestead

and has followed in the footsteps of his forefathers and devoted his life to

the tilling of the soil. After his marriage he bought the interests of his

brothers and sisters in the place and has since operated it himself, making

h's home with his mother there. He has shown a progressive spirit in all

his undertakings and has operated his farm with the ol)ject in view of get-

ting the very l)est results. He has ke])t in toucli with advanced ideas in

agriculture and has not been slow to ado])t those which have seemed merito-
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rious. The place is considered valuable, its present excellent condition being

due to the care given it by Mr. Souers.

In 1850 Mr. Souers was united in marriage to Nancy Scott, who was

born in Saltcreek township, Wayne county, Ohio, in 1828, a daughter of

Matthew Scott, who was a native of Pennsylvania. Matthew Scott came

to Wayne county in a very early day and entered school land here. Mrs.

Souers has been an invalid for several years, the result of being injured in

a fall. In politics Mr. Souers is a Democrat, and formerly took a prominent

part in local affairs, having served two terms as township trustee and school

director and in several other township offices, but of late years he has with-

drawn from an active participation in these things. His religious faith is

that of the Methodist Episcopal church, of which society at Maysville he is

an earnest and consistent member. He is a man of utmost probity and honor

and to him has been given an unreserved esteem in the community.

LOUIS EUGENE GROSJEAN.

Agriculture has been the true source of man’s dominion on earth ever

since the primal existence of labor and has been the pivotal industry that has

controlled for the most part all the fields of action to which his intelligence

and energy have been devoted. In a civilized community no calling is so cer-

tain of yielding a compensatory return as that which is culled from a kindly

soil, allieit the husbandman at times is sorely taxed in coaxing from Mother

Earth all that he desires or even expects; yet she is a kind mother and seldom

chastens with disappointment the child whose diligence she deems it but just

should he rewarded. Among those successful agriculturists who have made

Wayne county noted is numbered the subject of this sketch, who owns and

operates a fine farm of two hundred and fifty acres in section 5, Saltcreek town-

ship. He is descended from Swiss ancestr}^, his father, Eugene Grosjean,

having been a native of that republic. When he was eight years old the latter

came to the Li''nited States with his parents, who located near Mount Eaton,

where his father had bought land. The latter died soon after coming here

and his widow thereafter made her home with her son. Eugene Grosjean

was one of four brothers who came to this country, one brother refusing to

come with them, and he was never heard of afterward. Eugene Grosjean

was a successful farmer and was active in politics, having held many local

offices, including that of township treasurer, in cvhich position he was retained

a good many years. He was an appreciative member of the Masonic order
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and held several of the lodge offices. In politics he was a Democrat and in

religion he was an active member of the Presbyterian church at Mount Eaton,

subsec|uently changing his membership to the church at Fredericksburg. He

was married when comparatively young and became the father of the follow-

ing children: Albert, deceased; Julia, who lives in Iowa; Mary, deceased;

Charles, who lives in California; Louis E., the subject of this sketch; Eugene

lives in Minnesota; Sophia is deceased; Ella lives in Wooster, and her twin

sister died in infancy. The subject’s mother, whose family name was also

Grosjean, was a native of France, and in early youth she came to this country

with her parents, who were early settlers in Ohio. She died at the age of

forty-six years and subsequently Mr. Grosjean wedded Jane M. Allen, but

there was no issue of this marriage.

Louis Eugene Grosjean was born in Saltcreek township, Wayne county,

Ohio, on the 27th of December, 1858. He received his education in the com-

mon schools of his native township and remained at home until he was twenty-

one years old. At that time he moved to Holmes county, where he lived dur-

ing the following sixteen years. In 1894 he came to Saltcreek township,

Wayne county, bought a farm and made this his home. He continuously

followed the pursuit of agriculture, in which he has been successful to a

gratifying degree. In connection with agricultural operations he also gives

a good deal of attention to stockraising and buying of horses, which he ships

in large numbers. He is the owner of one of the best improved farm proper-

ties in Wayne county, the house, barns and outbuildings being all well con-

structed and coiu’eniently arranged, the general appearance of the place indi-

cating the owner to be a man of progressive ideas and sound judgment. Mr.

Grosjean has recently moved to Wooster, where he is now conducting one of

the largest and most successful sale stables in the state.

In 1879 Grosjean was united in marriage to Elizabeth Leeper. who
was born in Holmes county in 1859, the daughter of Parker Leeper, a well-

known citizen of that county. To this union have been born eight children,

as follows : Walter A., who married Edith Staufer, daughter of John and

Catherine Staufer, the former deceased, of Salt Creek township; John, who
married Ophie Lytle and lives in Saltcreek township; Parker, Eugene, Robert,

James, Lucile and George. In ])olitics Mr. Grosjean is a stanch Idemocrat

and has served as trustee of his township, though he does not seek political

])referment. lie and all the members of his family belong to the Congrega-
tional church at Fredericksburg, and to that society they give an earnest and
generous support. He is a ])ul)lic spirited citizen and a whole-souled man,
ready to help forward any movement designed for the public good, and where-

e\'er known he is held in the highest regard.
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EDWIN S. WERTZ.

Among the honored sons of Wayne county who have attained a high

degree of success through energy, integrity and progressive methods and

risen to high place in the service of the public, the brilliant laAvyer and leg-

islator whose name introduces this sketch is entitled to much more than

passing notice. Achieving success in the legal profession at an age when

the majority of young men are just at the threshold of their life work, and

becoming an influential factor in directing the policies of the political party

with which allied, he naturally forged to the front as a leader, while his

activity in promoting the interests of the public have gained for him the

esteem and confidence of his fellow men, irrespective of class or party affil-

iations.

Edwin S. Wertz was born at Dalton, WAyne county, Ohio, on August

7, 1875, and is the son of W. H. H. and Carrie Virginia (Slusser) Wertz,

natives of Ohio and Pennsylvania respectively. The father, whose birth

also ocurred in Dalton, has spent his entire life in the county of Wayne and

for a number of years has been actively identified with the business interests

f his native town, being at this time president of the Eirst National Bank

of Dalton, and a business man of high standing and wide repute. Elis wife,

who first saw the light of day in York county, Pennsylvania, has like-

wise resided many years in the above town.

After finishing the public school course in his native town, Edwin

S. Wertz entered the preparatory department of Wooster University, where

in due time he fitted himself for collegiate work in the Ohio State Univer-

sity, which he attended for the scheduled period of seven years, graduating

at the expiration of that time from the College of Arts, Philosophy and Sci-

ence, with the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy, also from the law depart-

ment, which conferred upon him the Bachelor of Laws degree. In June,

19CO, while attending the University, he was formally admitted to the bar

and after his graduation accepted the position of court house reporter for

the Columbus Citizen, which he held from June, igoo, until August, 1902.

In the latter year he formed a partnership with his father in the wholesale

hardwood lumber business with an office at Dalton, which lasted for some

time, and proved reasonably successful, but which he subsequently discon-

tinued the better to devote his attention to his chosen profession. While

engaged as a reporter Mr. WVrtz was a member of Newswriters’ Union No.

2, of Columbus, and had the honor of being chosen representative from that

body to the Columbus Trades and Labor Assembly, in the sessions of which







WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1089

he was an active participant. In 1896 he was made president of the Young

Men’s Democratic Club of the above city, in which capacity he demonstrated

executive ability of a high order and foreshadowed his future career as a

leader of men and moulder of opinion.

The Spanish-American war breaking out while he was in the univer-

sity, young Wertz, in 1898, laid aside his studies and enlisted in Light

Battery H, First Ohio Volunteer Artillery, with which he served with an

honorable record for a period of seven months. At the expiration of that

time he resumed his collegiate work, which, as already indicated, was com-

pleted in the year 1900, since which date his life has been one of great

activity and usefulness, nor has fortune been sparing in the bestowal of her

favor upon him, as his success as a lawyer and honorable record as a public

official abundantly attest. In 1903 Mr. Wertz was nominated for representa-

tive by a primary election in which six candidates contended for the honor,

and at the general election of that year he defeated his competitor, running

two hundred and twenty-eight votes ahead of the party candidate for gov-

ernor on his own ticket. That his record as a legislator justified the wisdom

of his election is attested by the active and influential part he took in the

deliberations of the General Assembly. He was the Democratic nominee for

speaker pro tempore of the House, but by reason of the strength of the oppo-

sition he failed to secure the honor. He was soon recognized as a leader of

the minority and by able and conscientious work on a number of important

committees did much to shape and direct legislation and bring about the

passage of laws which have been for the best interests of the commonwealth.

He served on the committees on common schools, public ways, and enroll-

ment and introduced the first state aid good roads bill, creating a highway

department in the state government, providing for the gradual permanent

improvement of public highways with the assistance and under the super-

vision of competent state authority. The provisions of the bill are embodied

in the Wertz-Fisher good roads law, which has proven of inestimable value

to the people of the state. Among the various others which he introduced

were the following: Prohibiting the use of free jiasses by all public officials;

repealing all perpetual franchises; four bills for the improvement of rural

schools; one providing for the employment of the same teacher for at least

a full .school year of thirty-two weeks, and a second providing that the people

of any township shall be empowered to determine whether the schools shall

or shall not be centralized, the intent of the new code being the gi\ing of

.such right to the board of education only; a third bill re(|uired that there

(^>9 )
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should be regular graded courses of study in elementary and common schools

;

the fourth provided that where 3. teacher received a certificate in the county

where he resides it shall be valid for the unexpired time in any county of the

state. The first three bills were incorporated in the new school code and

are now a part of the school law. The fourth was also agreed to, but was

stricken out by the conference committee. In the Seventy-seventh General

Assembly he was elected Democratic floor leader.

In addition to the above, Mr. Wertz took an active part in other im-

portant legislation, participated in the general deliberations on the floor where

he demonstrated marked ability as a debater and leader. He was the author

of the prison bill to abolish contract convict labor and to provide for the

employment of prisoners in the manufacture of road materials, machines

and supplies for state institutions. This law provides a great variety of em-

ployment as a substitute for the old contract system, which for years was

subject to many serious objections. Another bill which he introduced, known

as House Bill No. 78, empowers the railroad commissioner of Ohio to fix rail-

road rates, regulate damage charges, supplies of cars and all other matters

pertaining to the railway business so far as it concerns the people of the

state. This bill, which became a law, has the endorsement of the Ohio Ship-

pers' Association, the Ohio Grain Dealers’ Association and the approval of

the public generally.

He wrote the resolution and led in forcing its adoption by the General

Assembly, restoring peace between the universities supported by the state

of Ohio and which defines the policy of the state towards her universities.

It declared for the building of one great state university at Columbus com-

mensurate with the dignity of the state. He also introduced a bill, later be-

coming a law, for the better inspection of the Ohio mines, improved methods

of ventilation, etc., so as to better protect the lives of miners from dangers of

gas explosions.

Mr. Wertz was a member of the Seventy-six and Seventy-seventh Gen-

eral Assemblies and rendered distinguished service to his constituents and

to the state and retired from the body with a record as an able and faithful

public servant which not only his political friends but those opposed to him

on party questions unqualifiedly endorsed. He was for some years secretary

of the Ohio Good Roads Association and as such labored earnestly to bring

about much needed improvements in the system of highways throughout

the state. In 1906 he was induced by his many friends to enter the race for

Congress in the seventeenth district; accordingly his name was presented

to the convention which assembled in June of that year and where, after a
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four-days session and one hundred and seventy-seven ballots, he was defeated

by a small majority of only six votes, the victor being Mr. Ashbrook, the

present incumbent. Mr. Wertz is still a young man, and the distinction which

he has already achieved demonstrates his ability to fill still greater positions

of honor and trust, in view of which his friends are justified in predicting for

him a future of great usefulness and brilliancy in the service of the public.

He is an influential member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the

United Commercial Travelers, the Order of Eagles, and stands- high as a

Mason, in which ancient and honorable fraternity he has attained to the thirty-

second degree. He also belongs to Buckeye Camp, Spanish-American Vet-

eran Association, and his standing with organized labor is such that he has

the written pledge of the Ohio Federation of Labor and other organizations

of the state. Personally he is a prince of good fellowship, and those who

know him best are the most profuse in their praise of his many estimable

• cjualities. He stands for what is best in manhood and citizenship, has always

upheld the right as he understands the right, and every laudable enterprise or

measure for the material progress of the community and the general good

of the public finds in him an earnest advocate and influential patron.

Mr. Wertz is a married man and the father of one daughter, who, with

her parents, constitute a happy and contented domestic circle. Mrs. Wertz,

formerly Elizabeth Johnson, is a daughter of Judge Isaac Johnson, of Woos-
ter, and the ceremony by which her name was changed to the one she now
so worthily bears was solemnized on the nth of August, 1906.

FREDERICK STAIR.

An elderly and highly respected citizen of Plain township, Wayne county,

is Frederick Stair, father of I. O. Stair, whose biography appears on another

page of this work. The father was born March 25, 1837, the son of John

and Elizabeth (Cugla) Stair, who came from Germany to the United States

in 1833, settling soon after their arrival in Plain township, Wayne county,

Ohio, securing a sixty-acre farm, on which they spent the remainder of their

lives, having cleared some of the land and established a good home in the

woods. Before leaving the Fatherland John Stair served eight years in the

German army. He voted in the first election held after his arrival in

America and was always loyal to our institutions. His family consisted of

thirteen children.
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Frederick Stair was reared on the home place and there grew up, assist-

ing with the work on the same from early childhood until he was twenty-six

years of age, when he was married to Sarah Ann Strauss, daughter of Peter

and Julia (Renner) Strauss, natives of Pennsylvania who came from Craw-

ford county, that state, in 1850. In 1868 he bought seventy-two acres of

land where he now lives in Plain township. Since then he added eight acres

of timber and now has an excellent farm, having always followed general

farming. He is a strong Prohibitionist, among the very first in this town-

ship, and possibly the first one to advocate its principles here. He is a mem-

ber of the Reformed church.

To Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Stair these children have been born : Will-

iam Henry, of Orrville, Ohio
;
Irvin O., Laura x\da, Ossie May and Alice.

JOHN H. TSCHANTZ.

It would be, indeed, a difficult task to find in our cosmopolitan republic

a class of people that are more energetic, self-reliant, persistent and altogether

praiseworthy than the Swiss and their descendants, who have been coming

to our shores for some two centuries, and wherever they have dispersed they

have become leaders in their respective communities. John H. Tschantz,

one of Wayne county’s substantial citizens, is of this class, being of the second

generation of Swiss in this country, for he was born in Paint township, this

county, December 4, 1854, the son of A. C. and Anna ( Baumgartner)

Tschantz. The former was born in Switzerland, June 6, 1817, and came to

the Lmited States in 1834, locating in Wayne county, Ohio. He was practi-

cally without capital when he landed here, but had the necessary grit to

succeed and he soon began work as a farm hand. Later he took up carpen-

tering and he soon had saved enough money to buy a farm of eighty-six

acres, which he cleared and improved. Prospering, he added to his first

purchase until he owned over two hundred acres. He first married a Miss

Lehman and to this union one child was born, which is now deceased. He
was married a second time, September 1 1, 1845, his last wife being Anna
Baumgartner, who was born bi Wayne county, Ohio, September 16, 1825,

the daughter of David Baumgartner. The latter was a native of Switzer-

land, having come to the United States in 1824, when twenty-six years of

age, having been born February 7, 1798. He became a prosperous farmer,

owning a fine farm of one hundred and sixty acres. After his marriage
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he settled in Paint township and at once secured a foothold there. He took

a great deal of interest in the Mennonite church, and he was called upon

to settle many estates, being prominent in his community,—in fact, a leader.

His death occurred January 7, 1897, his widow surviving him until June

4, 1901. They were the parents of the following children: Christian C.,

U'ho married Mary Feichter, of Sugar Creek township; Daniel H., who mar-

ried Catherine Gerber, of Sugar Creek township: Barbara, the wife of John

L. Amstutz, of Sugar Creek township; Elizabeth, wife of Abraham Amstutz,

also of Sugar Creek township; John H., of this review; Caroline, wife of

David C. Spunger, of Bern, Indiana; Sarah, wife of John Badertscher, of

Sugar Creek township; William P., living on the home farm in Paint

township.

John H. Tschantz was reared on the home farm and attended the home

schools during the winter months. When eighteen years of age he entered

the Wadsworth Academy, at Wadsworth, Ohio, an institution under the

auspices of the Mennonite church, wTere he remained for one year, after

which he entered the Smithville Academy and was there one term. He studied

hard and received a good education, which enabled him to begin teaching,

which profession he followed for six years in the winter and during the

summer he worked on the farm, with the exception of one which was spent

in AVooster University.

Mr. Tschantz married Lydia Steiner, daughter of Rev. C. D. Steiner,

October i, 1878, she having been born in Putnam county, Ohio, November

30, 1857. Her father was a prominent farmer and lived in Greene town-

ship, AAHyne county. He was born in Milton township, November 8, 1829,

and died May 26, 1908. To Mr. and Mrs. Tschantz five children have been

born, namely: W. I., born July 17, 1879; Olive May, born November 25,

1882; Dora C., born April i, 1885; Amos and Lizzie, twins, born December

31, 1887, the latter dying January 13, 1891. Mr. Tschantz’s first wife died

on January 9, 1888, and on February 16, 1892, he was married to Elizabeth

Geiger, who was born in Putnam county, Ohio, Januaiy 17, i866. Two chil-

dren have been born to this union, namely: Sylvia, born January 23, 1893,

and Clyde McKinley, born July 24, 1898.

AAdien Mr. Tschantz w'as married the first time he was given a little

start by his own family. He has judiciously managed his affairs until he

is today a prosperous and influential citizen, owning three hundred and ninety

acres, which is worth at least one hundred dollars per acre, being well im-

proved and under a high state of cultivation. In connection with his agri-

cultural pursuits he has been very successful in the position of ])resident of
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the Sonneberg Fire and Lightning Insurance Association, having been ad-

juster of the same for twenty years. It operates in Wayne, Stark, Tusca-

rawas. Holmes and Medina counties.

This family belongs to the Mennonite church, Mr. Tschantz having

been superintendent of the Sunday school at Salem church for the past twenty

years. In politics he is a Republican. He is a stockholder in the First Na-

tional Bank of Dalton, and a director in the same, but much of his time is

devoted to the insurance company mentioned above, which is a mutual com-

pany, insuring farmers’ property against fire, lightning and wind storms.

It was organized in 1859, and has been operated very successfully by the

Mennonite people for the past thirty years. The subject is a very successful

business man and is well and favorably known throughout this part of Wayne
county.

CHARLES ELMER BERKLEY.

Among those men of Wayne county, Ohio, who, by the mere force of

their personality, have forged their way to the front ranks of that class who
may justly be termed “progressive and enterprising” is the gentleman whose

name heads this sketch, and he is justly entitled to representation in a vol-

ume of this character. Charles Elmer Beekley was born June 6, 1873, in

Congress township, Wayne county, Ohio, and is a son of Emanuel, Jr., and

Rebecca (Naftsger) Beekley. The subject’s paternal grandfather was Dr.

Emanuel Beekley, Sr., of Somerset county, Pennsylvania, who was a prom-

inent and successful physician in that locality. In the early forties he emi-

grated to Ohio, locating in Wayne county, the trip being made in one of the

old-fashioned high-wheeled wagons so common in those days. He bought

two hundred acres of land near Burbank and from that time devoted the

greater part of his time to agricultural pursuits, though at times he served

as a physician, notably at one time when a small-pox epidemic visited his

section. At that time, regardless of personal danger, he administered to the

suffering day and night and devoted himself unremittingly to the work

of eradicating the dread disease. At his death his property passed into the

possession of his son, Emanuel, Jr., who was born in Somerset county, Penn-

sylvania, in 1843, who had accompanied his father on the trip to Ohio.

Emanuel Beekley, Jr., devoted himself for some time to the cultivation of

the old farm, but eventually sold and moved to Ashland, where he invested

the proceeds in town property. He there lived a retired life for a time, but
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of late he has been acting as foreman of the shipping department for a big

manufacturing concern of that city. He is a stanch Republican in politics

and takes much interest in political affairs. His religious membership is in

the Progressive Brethren church. He married Rebecca Naftsger, who was

born in Congress township, this county, and to them were born the follow-

ing children: Two sons died in infancy unnamed; Mrs. Susie Bens, of Bur-

bank; Mrs. Eliza Kellar, of Ashland; Mrs. Pearl Oberholtzer, the wife of

Rev. Oberholtzer; Mrs. Blanche Brubaker, whose husband is the owner of

a large poultry farm at Ashland, Ohio; Charles Elmer, the subject of this

sketch.

Charles E. Beekley received a good education, having attended the com-

mon schools at Congress and West Salem, after which he attended six years

at Ashland College. The last three years of study were directed with the

idea of preparation for the ministry, but failing health at length compelled

Mr. Beekley to relinquish that idea. During his student days he was mar-

ried and moved onto the old Elgin farm, and after the completion of his

college work, and his decision not to enter the ministry, he returned to that

farm and started a nursery and fruit farm. He was careful and painstaking

in the inception of this project and made such progress that in 1904 he

formally opened the West Salem Nursery and Emit Farm He has been em-

inently successful in this enterprise and is now enjoying a large and con-

stantly growing business. He has a number of agents on the road and his

sales are increasing rapidly from year to year. He gives his personal atten-

tion to all details of the business and anything bought of the West Salem

Nursery is all right, or will be made right if it does not prove to be as good

as represented. Mr. Beekley specializes on all kinds of berries in his fruit

raising, and also gives considerable attention to the breeding and raising of

pure-bred white Leghorn chickens, in which he also has been successful.

In politics Mr. Beekley gives his support to the Republican ticket on na-

tional issues, but in local elections he believes the personal fitness of the can-

didate for the office sought should be considered first. Pie is a strong tem-

perance man and votes that way wdienever the opjiortunity is afforded. His

religious membership is wn'th the Progressive Brethren church.

On the 19th of February, 1896, Mr. Beekley married Orpha Edmunda
Elgin, who wuis born in Congress towmship, Wayne county, Ohio, on April

6, 1875. She is the daughter of Edmund Elgin, who was born in 1827, and

died in r874, and Ruth Patterson Elgin, wdio was born in 1830, and died in

1900. Edmund Elgin w'as an early settler in Congress township, this county,

where he owned three hundred acres of land. He was a veteran of the
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Cicil war, in which he attained the rank of lieutenant, and in religion he

was an earnest Methodist. His life was an example in morals and it was said

of him that he did not haue an enemy in the world. To Mr. and Mrs. Beek-

ley have been born the following children: Paul Elgin, born March 28, 1898,

and Ruth Rebecca, born June 23, 1903.

From the foregoing brief outline of a busy career it is not difficult to

arrive at a just estimate of Mr. Beekley's character or to fix his proper

standing in the community. Interested in all that tends to benefit his fel-

lows, materially, educationally and morally, his influence has always been

exerted in the right direction and from what he has accomplished along the

lines to which his talents have been directed it is demonstrated that the com-

munity has gained by his presence.

THO^IAS JOHNSON KAUFMAN.

It is not only a pleasure but profitable as well to study the life his-

torv of such a worthy gentleman as he whose name forms the heading of

this review, for in it we find evidence of traits of character that never fail

to make for success in the life of any one who directs his efforts, as did

Thomas J. Kaufman, along proper paths with persistency and untiring zeal,

toward a worthy goal, and having as his concomitant worthy principles,

which, as we shall see, resulted in ultimate triumph, for when called to close

his earthly accounts he left behind him a competency and, what was better,

a good name.

Mr. Kaufman was born at Mifflin, Juniata county, Pennsylvania, Febru-

ary 8, 1834, the son of George and Susanah (Johnson) Kaufman, the former

a native of Fancaster county, Pennsylvania, born on April 23, 1798, while

the mother's birth occurred at Mifflin, that state, on June 24, 1808.

David Kaufman and wife, nee Renner, settled in Fancaster county, Penn-

sylvania, about the close of the Revolutionary war. George Kaufman, fa-

ther of Thomas and son of David Kaufman, moved from Fancaster county

to Juniata count}^ Pennsylvania, then removed to Wa}me county, Ohio, in

1840, coming OA'erland in a large, covered, four-horse Pennsylvania wagon.

He bought a large tract of land in Plain township, over one thousand acres,

part of this land being what was known in that early day by the Indians and

early settlers as the “Fong Meadows.” George Kaufman dealt in raising

and fattening stock, which he marketed in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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Thomas J. Kaufman received a good common school education, and early

in life decided to follow in the footsteps of his father in the stock business,

entering upon his career with the elder Kaufman, who taught him many

of the “ins and outs” of this line of endeavor. After his father’s death, in

1864, he followed with gratifying results, driving large droves to markets

annually, having received the sum of eleven thousand dollars for one drove.

He became one of the most extensive stock dealers in this part of the state

and was widely known as such, his judgment and foresight being unerring.

Owing to the great competition that gradually arose with the western range

cattle he quit doing business on such an extensive scale, finally abandoning the

cattle business altogether, and turned his attention to general farming, in

which he was very successful. He laid by an ample competency, being a

good liusiness man in whatever line he sought to exercise his talents. He was

ever on the alert and seldom failed to bring to successful issue any measure

which he sought to promote.

Mr. Kaufman was married oh April 19, 1870, to Susan Urban, daughter

of Jonas and Margaret (Johnson) Urban, of Lancaster county, Pennsyl-

vania, wdiere the family was well established. To Mr. and Mrs. Kaufman
the following children were born: Alice B., wife of L. Humbert; Mary M.,

wife of S. Carman; Oscar D., George B., Amos L., Jacob L^., Jonas, Elzy,

Thomas R., Grace B., and Anna S. Mr. Kaufman’s domestic life was
ideal, and he gave every possible attention to his large family, was a kind

and considerate husband, a gentle and indulgent father,—in short, an ideal

home man, neighbor and friend.

Politically, Mr. Kaufman was a Republican and, wdiile ever active in the

support of his party and eager for its success, he never held or sought a

public office. Religiously, he was a member and liberal supporter of the

Lake Fork Alethodist Episcopal church. In business life his word was as

good as a bond, and in his dealings with the public he ever held their con-

fidence and esteem.

The death of this prominent citizen and splendid man occurred on
March 2.6 . 1907. ^ind in beautiful Faiiwiew cemetery he is sleeping the sleep

of the just, being remembered by hosts of friends for his exemplary life.

ALONZO LAWRENCE llOh'ACRE.

.Among the earnest young men whose depth of character and strict ad-

herence to principle have gained for him the admiration of his contempo-

raries. Mr. llofacre is numbered, and in his independent business career he
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has shown a tenacity of purpose, an indomitable energy and that self-reliant

courage whose natural concomitant is definite success. He has been the artif-

icer of his own fortunes, and though he has met with some reverses and en-

countered numerous obstacles, his courage has never flagged and he has shown

himself to l:e one thoroughly appreciative of the dignity of honest toil and en-

deavor. He has done much to improve the agricultural prosperity of the

township in which he lives and is now the owner of a finely improved farm,

to which he gives his earnest attention.

Alonzo Lawrence Hofacre is a native of the Buckeye state, having been

born in Stark county, on the 14th of February, 1869, and is a son of John and

Sarah ( AAarstler) Hofacre, who are mentioned in later paragraphs of this

sketch. The subject is indebted to the common schools for his education.

He was but three years old when the family removed from Stark county to

WHyne. consequently all his schooling was received in this county. He rvas

reared under the parental roof and remained with his parents until he had at-

tained his majority, when he started out in life for himself. He was reared

to the life of a farmer and has always lent his efforts in that direction, being

now the owner of a fine and fertile farm, located in section 10, Saltcreek town-

ship. The farm is adorned with a full set of buildings, large, commodious

and well arranged, and Mr. Hofacre keeps everything about the. place in the

best possible shape, so that it at all times makes a pleasing impression on the

passerby. Here he carries on general farming and stock-raising and has

achieved a distinctive success along both lines.

In politics ]\Ir. Hofacre gives his support to the Democratic party and

takes an active part in local public affairs, though he is not a seeker after office

or public preferment. His religious preference is indicated by his member-

ship in the Reformed church at Apple Creek, to which he gives an earnest and

consistent support.

In 1890 the subject was united in the holy bonds of matrimony, the lady

of his choice being Daisy Ann Eyman, rvho was born in East Union township,

this county, in 1875, the daughter of Simon Eyman, of Apple Creek. This

union has been blessed in the birth of two children, Ethel May, seven years

old, and Goldie Susan Belle, aged six years. Mr. Hofacre is a man of

marked business ability, richly deserving of high credit for the results which

he has secured, and no man more thoroughly merits or commands the respect

and confidence of the people of the community.

John Hofacre. father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Sugar-

creek township, Stark county, Ohio, August 10, 1839. He is the son of

George Hofacre, who was a native of Maryland, and who was eighty-four
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years old at the time of his death. The Hofacre family originally hailed

from the little republic of Switzerland. George Hofacre was one of the

earliest settlers in Stark county, Ohio, having entered government land in

Sugarcreek township. On this land he made a comfortable home and there he

spent the remainder of his life. He was not a seeker after public office,

though he was the first road supervisor in the county. He was a Democrat in

politics and was widely and favorably known throughout this section of the

country. He followed general farming and was a veiy successful man for

his day. Most of the produce of his farm was hauled to Sandyville, that hav-

ing been at a date prior to the creation of Massillon, which later became the

trading center of this section of the country. The settlers’ cabins were widely

separated and the country was wild and densely covered with the primeval

forest with the exception of the few scattered clearings. Indians were numer-

ous and Mr. Hofacre’s cabin stood along one of the important Indian trails.

Mr. Hofacre was a member of the Reformed church and was active in ad-

vancing the interests of the society. He was consistent in his life and lived

up to his highest ideals of a Christian life. He married Elizabeth Kendall,

who was born near Myers Lake, near Canton, Stark county, he having been

thirty-four years old and she but sixteen when they were married. Her fam-

ily were from Switzerland and were early settlers in Stark county. She was

a woman of fine c|ualities and rare accomplishment and was beloved by all

who knew her. Her death occurred when she was about seventy-two years

old. George and Elizabeth Hofacre were the parents of eight children, whose

names were as follows : Michael, who lives in Iowa, is eighty-two years old

;

Elizabeth lives in Michigan; George, deceased; Katherine lives in Defiance

county, Ohio; Samuel is deceased; John is the next in the order of birth;

Henrietta lives in Canton; Andrew, of Lebanon, Wayne county.

John Hofacre’s education was somewhat limited, having been secured

in the old log cabin school house of the period, supported by subscription,

much of which was taken out in board by the teacher. The school houses

were rude in construction, the interstices between the logs being plastered

with mud, while in the windows greased paper often served instead of glass.

The rude Ijenches were often so high that the feet of the younger pupils did

not reach the floor. At one end of the building was a l)ig fireplace, from

which the smoke w'as conducted through a mud-and-stick chimnev. The
teacher’s badge of official authority was a long and ofttimes not too light hick-

oiw rod, sometimes very coercive in its tendency. Linder such conditions as

these many of our most prominent early citizens of the county received their
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rudiments of knowledge, among these John Hofacre. The latter remained at

home with his parents until he was about twenty-five years old, at which age

he was married. He received about sixty acres of land from his father and

devoted all the years of his active life to farming, in which he was highly

successful. He was energetic and enterprising and was considered one of the

leading agriculturists of his section. Of late years he has relinc|uished the

active work of his farm to other lands and is now spending the golden sunset

\ ears with his children, visiting each of them in turn. He is a welcome vis-

itor wherever he goes, being a man of genial disposition and bright mentality.

Tn 1864, John Hofacre was married to Sarah Wearstler, a native of Stark

county and a member of one of the early prominent families -of that county.

Her death occurred in 1899. John and Sarah Hofacre became the parents of

six children, namely: Samantha, deceased; Malissa, who married a Mr. Har-

tel, of Wayne county: Alonzo’, who is referred to in preceding paragraphs:

Sophia married Mr. Brown and lives in Saltcreek township, this county;

Mary, Mrs. Johnson: Martin Oliver. A Democrat in politics, Mr. Hofacre

has always taken a live and commendable interest in public affairs, and was

during his active years an important factor in local affairs, but he has never

lieen an aspirant for the honors of public office. Religiously, he is a member of

the Reformed church, of which he has long been a consistent and generous

supporter. He is a man whose fine personal cjualities have won him a host of

warm personal friends throughout the county.

WILLIAM ALBERT CRAMER.

It is always pleasant and profitable to contemplate the career of a man
who has made a success of life and won the honor and respect of his fellow

citizens. Such is the record of the well-known farmer whose name heads

this sketch, than whom a more wholesouled or popular man it would be diffi-

cult to find within the limits of the township where he has his home. A life

of honorable and well-directed labor in the time-honored vocation of agricul-

ture, a valiant and faithful record as a soldier in defense of his country's in-

tegrity, and a private life consistent in every respect with its possibilities, has

brought to him the well-deserved confidence and respect of all who know him

?md he is entitled to representation in a work of this character.

Whlliam A. Cramer is a native of the county in which he now lives, hav-
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ing been born near Fredericksburg, Wayne county, on the 3d of February,

1847. ^on of Bertram and Matilda
(
Woodruff) Cramer. The

father was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and at the age of eighteen

years he came to Wayne county, Ohio, walking all the way from his native lo-

cality. He first located at Fredericksburg, where he pursued his trade of a

Idacksmith, which he followed practically all his life. After a few years at

Fredericksburg, Mr. Cramer bought a farm located about one and a half miles

west of Fredericksburg, and at once entered upon its operation, establishing

also on his place a smithy, which was operated successfully in connection with

his farming operations. Mr. Cramer was a strong Republican in politics, but

made no effort to get into office. He had an important part in the early de-

velopment of this section of Ohio, as at the time he came here there had been

but little improvement, the country being densely covered with the primeval

forests, through which there were no roads, rough trails answering the pur-

pose. Massillon was then the nearest trading point of any importance and

to that point practically all grain and produce was taken for sale and exchange.

Mr. Cramer was twice married. His first union was to Matilda Woodruff,

who was a native of Holmes county, Ohio, her parents having been among
the first settlers in that section. Her uncle, Andrew Woodruff, built the first

house at Apple Creek, he having been a blacksmith by trade. To Bertram and

Matilda Cramer were born four children, namely: William A., the subject

of this sketch; Charles, deceased; Bertram, who is a blacksmith at Fredericks-

burg; Sara, deceased. After the death of his first wife, Mr. Cramer wedded
Mary AModrufif, a sister of his first wife, and to them was born one
child, Elizabeth. Bertram Cramer was seventy years old at the time of his

death. He had been a prominent and well-known man and was universally

respected and esteemed by all who knew him.

William A. Cramer secured a limited education in the old district school,

but his school days were cut short by the necessity of his giving his time to

work. At the age of ten years he went to work in a tan-yard at Fredericks-

burg, where he was employed until he was sixteen years old. He then worked
on the home farm about a year, when his labors were interrupted by the out-

break of the great Southern insurrection, which fired the blood of every North-
ern patriot. .\t the age of seventeen years he enlisted in the One Hundred
and Sixty-si.xth i'legiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, being assigned to Com-
pany (i, with which he served his first enlistment period, four months, and at

the end of that time he re-enlisted, this time in Company C, One Hundred and
I'.ighty-fourth Regiment, with which he served until the close of the war. being
mustered out at Ifdgelield, 1'cnnessee, in 1865. During his first enlistment
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Mr. Cramer was with the Eastern Army, but during his last he was in the

Southern Army. He saw much hard service and bore a splendid reputation

for valor and courage.

After completing his military service Mr. Cramer returned to Fredericks-

burg and took up farming, which pursuit he followed continuously and with

eminent success until ill health caused his retirement from active labor a few

years ago, since which time he has lived quietly at home, practically retired.

In his farming operations Mr. Cramer was energetic and progressive and was

considered one of the leading agriculturists in this section.

On February 12, 1867, Mr. Cramer married Margaret Thompson, a

daughter of Joseph Thompson, who with his wife came from Pennsylvania.

Mrs. Cramer was born on the 31st of December, 1845, a most estimable

woman, possessing many fine qualities of character, which have won for her

the love of all who know her. To Mr. and Mrs. Cramer have been born ser’en

children, briefly mentioned as follows : Minnie is the wife of Henry Parker,

of Mount Hope, Holmes county, and they have one child; William married

Tottie Barnes, by whom he has two children, and the family live at Millers-

burg, Holmes county; Rilla is the wife of Alvin Gindel, of Holmes county,

and they have three children
;
Hiram, who lives in this county, married Mary

Slutz and they have three children; Jessie married Clarence Richards, of

Fredericksburg; Maud is the wife of Charles Hinkle, of Millersburg; Clemons

died at the age of two years.

Mr. Cramer has been a lifelong adherent of the Republican party, in

which he has taken a live interest, but he has never been persuaded to accept

public office of any nature. Socially he is a member of Fredericksburg Post,

Grand Army of the Republic. Mrs. Cramer is a member of the United Pres-

byterian church at Fredericksburg. Mr. Cramer is not a member of the

church, but gives the society his generous support. Mr. Cramer occupies a

prominent place in the esteem of the people of the community and is univers-

ally respected for his high character as well as for his many deeds of kindness

as a neighl)or, friend, and citizen. He has lived to a good and useful purpose

and the high position he occupies in the community has been honestly and well

merited.

JOSEPH PETER MARTHEY.

Agriculture has been an honored vocation from the earliest ages

and as a usual thing men of honorable and humane impulses, as well as those

of energy and thrift, have been patrons of husbandry. The free outdoor life
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of the farm has a decided tendency to foster and develop that independence of

mind and self-reliance which characterize true manhood and no greater bless-

ing can befall a boy than to be reared in close touch with nature in the health-

ful, life-inspiring labor of the fields. It has been the fruitful soil from which

have sprung the moral bone and sinew of the country, and a majority of our

distinguished men in all lines of accomplishment were born on the farm and

are indebted to its early influence for the distinction which they have gained.

Among the enterprising and successful agriculturists of Wayne county is

Joseph P. Marthey, who owns and operates a fine farm in Saltcreek township.

He was born in Holmes county, this state, on the 4th of May, 1844, and is a

son of Stephen and Augustine (Grosjean) Marthey. Stephen Marthey was

the son of Peter Marthey and the members of the family were all natives of

France. In 1833 Stephen Marthey accompanied the family to the United

States, landing at the port of New York, whence they went to Cleveland,

Ohio. From there they took the Cleveland and Massillon canal to Wayne
county, where they stopped. The father bought one hundred and ten acres of

land in Saltcreek township, and he at once entered upon the task of clearing

this land and rendering it fit for cultivation. There was on the place a small

water saw-mill, which he operated in connection with his agricultural opera-

tions for a number of years. The country at that time was thinly settled and
the early settlers were compelled to endure many privations and the lack of

many conveniences. Eventually the country became more thickly settled, the

land increased in productiveness and value, and the Martheys took rank as

leaders among their co-workers in this great work of reclamation. Stephen
Marthey was married to Augustine Grosjean in Stark county. The Gros-
jeans too were French, Mrs. Marthey being quite young when her family came
to the United States and settled in Stark county, Ohio. To Stephen and Au-
gustine Marthey were born eleven children, namely : The first born was Joseph
P., the subject of this sketch; Mary, who married a Mr. Marillet; Margaret,
who married a Mr. Walter ; Elizabeth married a Mr. Brun

; Louisa is deceased

;

Eliza married a Mr. Stutz
;
Josephine married a Mr. Deveau

; Rosile is de-

ceased; Philip is deceased; August, of Saltcreek township; Paul, of Saltcreek

township. After Stephen Marthey was married he went to Missouri in 1852
and remained there until i86o, when he brought his family back to YTyne
county, Ohio, and bought the farm in Saltcreek township, where he and his

wife lived during the remainder of their lives, the father dying there at the age
of sixty-four and the mother at the age of sixty-eight. The father had been a

successful and well-known farmer and stood high in the community. He was
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a Democrat in politics, but had no inclination for office holding or public pre-

ferment. He was a member of the Catholic church, and his father, Peter

Marthey, was one of the organizers of the St. Jenivile Catholic church in

Holmes county, while Stephen Marthey was a member of the committee which

erected the new church there in 1868. The sons and daughters of this

worthy man are all members of that church.

Joseph P. Marthey secured his education in the common schools, having

attended at the old Frease school house, but, being the oldest of the children,

his services were recjuired on the farm and his education was in consec|uence

much abbreviated. He remained with his father until his marriage, which

occurred when he was twenty-nine years old, at which time he went to black-

smithing and followed that occupation for about eighteen years, since which

time he has confined his attention mainly to the tilling of the soil, although he

still maintains a smithy on his farm and works at the forge when necessary.

-Mthough past middle age, ]\Ir. Marthey is able bodied and still makes a good

hand at any work to be done on the farm. He has been progressive and

energetic in his efforts and has been prospered in a commensurate degree.

In 1873 Mr. Marthey was united in marriage to Flora Merillat, a daugh-

ter of Joseph Merillat and belonging to one of the prominent French families

of the county. To the subject and his wife have been born four children,

namely: Louis J., born in 1876; William, born in 1880, married Betsy Seigler,

by wbom he has two children, Katherine and Helen, and they live in Wooster;

Paul J., of Akron, was born in 1882, is married and is the father of three

children, Pauline, Dora and Francis; Frank A., born in 1887. In matters

political Mr. Marthey gives his support to the Democratic party, and, though

not a seeker after political honors, he has served two terms as supervisor of

his township, giving efficient service to the office. He is a member of the

Catholic church in Holmes county, to which he gives a liberal support. Mr.

Marthey's sterling qualities of character have commended him to the con-

fidence of all who know him and throughout the township of his residence he

is held in the highest esteem.

.

DAVID P. MOSER.

The Moser family has long borne an honored name in Wayne county,

especially Sugar Creek township, being among a sturdy Swiss element that

has done so much for the development of the same, one of the best known
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members of this vrorthy family being David P. Moser, who was born April

27, 1859, in this county, the son of Peter and Anna (Beer) Moser, the for-

mer born in canton Bern, Switzerland, April 28, 1809; the birth of the latter

occurred in February, 1814. Peter Moser came to America with 'his step-

father and mother wFen he was sixteen years of age, the date of their landing

on our shores being 1825, having made a tedious voyage across the Atlantic

in an old-fashioned sailing vessel. In that early day they penetrated to

the interior and selected as a site for their future home a farm in section

15, Sugar Creek township, Wayne county, Ohio, and began hewing a living

from the primitive conditions they found here. The elder Moser was a

shoemaker by trade, at which he worked until he could purchase a farm.

Prospering as a farmer, he remained in this vicinity the rest of his life. He
was the father of eleven children, nine of whom lived to maturity, namely

:

John, Abraham, Catherine, Lizzie, Jacob, Peter, Anna, Barbara, Levi, Daniel

P. and David P. These children assisted on the home place, which rec|uired

a great deal of hard work, considering the fact that this country was unde-

veloped when they came here. Peter Moser lived a long and useful life, dying

June 13, 1907, his wife having preceded him to the grave on June 30, 1901.

They were members of the Mennonite church and were plain honest people,

whom everybody liked.

David P. Moser was reared on the home farm and here he worked dur-

ing the crop seasons, attending the neighlioring schools in the winter until

he was fourteen years of age, when he began active farming. He remained

under the parental rooftree until he was twenty-one years of age, assisting

his father, but at that time he took charge of the farm and successfully man-
aged it.

Mr. Moser was married on Februaiy 15, 1890, to Katie Hoffstetter, who
was born in East Union township, October 12, 1865. When she was two
and one-half years of age, her parents moved to Sugar Creek township,

where they secured a good farm. To Mr. and Mrs. Moser four children have
been born, namely: Bertha, December 7, 1891; Calvin, Felmuary 9, 1900;
Ruth, June 15, 1902; Glen, September 14, 1905. Mr. and Mrs. Moser were
reared in the Mennonite faith and they attend the local church.

Mr. Moser has been a hard-working man from his youth and he has suc-

ceeded by reason of this, now owning a fine farm in section 15, Sugar Creek
townslii]). It is a ]>art of the old Moser farm and contains ninety acres, wln'ch

lr>s been so carefully worked that, although the soil was first l)roken many
decades ago. it has retained its fertility and bounteous ero])s are i)rodnced.
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Mr. Moser has always been a general farmer and stock raiser. He and his

wife made a Western trip in October, 1902, enjoying a much-earned rest;

they remained in California nearly a year, returning the latter part of Septem-

ber, 1903.

JAMES B. POWER.

The following is a brief sketch of one who, by close attention to busi-

ness, has achieved marked success in the world’s affairs and risen to an

honorable position among the enterprising men of Wayne county with which

his interests have long been identified. It is a plain record, rendered remark-

able by no strange or mysterious adventure, no wonderful and lucky acci-

dent, and no tragic situation. James B. Power, of Wooster, is one of those

estimable characters whose integrity and strong personality must force them

into an admirable notoriety, which their modesty never seeks, who command
the respect of their contemporaries and their posterity, and leave the impress

of their individuality upon the age in which they live.

Mr. Power was born in Wooster township, this county, November 7.

1819, and now, in the golden Indian summer of his years, he can look back-

ward upon a life well spent and duty well performed, with no compunction

of conscience for wrong thoughts entertained and evil designs perpetrated,

for he has ever kept the even tenor of his way and has won and retained

the high regard and friendship of those who have had occasion to know him.

Coming to us from the pioneer days, his reminiscences of the times when

this favored section of the great Buckeye state Was wild and the red man’s

foot-print still to be seen in the forest mold, are indeed interesting. He
is the son of Neal and Nancy ( Blackmore) Power, the former born in Wash-

ington county, Pennsylvania, November 4, 1778, and the latter in the same

county and state on April 17, 1782. They were married on Januaiy 13, 1801,

in their native community, and twelve children were born to them, an equal

number of sons and daughters, James B. of this review being the only living

one today. The mother was a direct descendant of the noted Blackmore

family in England. James B. Power’s parents moved to Holmes county,

Ohio, when he was ten years of age and remained there until 1841 when

he returned to Wooster and here he entered the dry goods business with his

brother, Neal Power, in a building on the corner of Buckeye and Liberty

streets, where the Nolle block now stands, and they continued successfully

in business together until the death of his brother, Neal, then James B. went
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in business with D. I. Liggett and remained with him five years. As a

merchant and general business man during his active business career here

he was very successful, being a man of sound judgment and progressive in

his ideas, also honorable in all his dealings with his fellow men so that he

had their confidence and good will.

James B. Power married Martha Cameron Riley, the only child born to

David and Jane (Cameron) Riley, her birth occurring in Wooster, Ohio,

May 20, 1824. Her family came from the north of Ireland in an. early day.

However, her mother was born in New York city, but the father’s birth oc-

curred in the fair Emerald Isle. David Riley was the first Mason buried in

Wooster. Mr. and Mrs. Power were married in Jeromeville, Ohio, October

5, 1847. Martha Cameron Riley was only six weeks old when her father

died, and she was a teacher in the seminary at the time of her marriage.

Her mother 'was a missionary among the Indians at Upper Sandusky.

Four children were born to this union, two sons and two daughters, one

son dying in infancy: they were, Alice Gertrude, who lives at the old home;

Fred Riley, who is making his home in the city of Chicago
;
Etta Corinne

married James B. Minier, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this volume;

Charles Emmett; the second child died in infancy.

James B. Power talks interestingly of the days when he and his family

attended church when ox teams were used to drive them thither. Sometimes

the preacher would begin his sermon at ten o’clock in the morning and preach

until sundown. They traveled to New York in coaches drawn by four horses,

taking dinner at Dalton and supper at Canton, breakfast at New Lisbon,

Smith’s ferry for the second noonday meal
;
there they would wait for the

boat and then reach Pittsburg the next morning by nine o’clock, then take

a stage there at one o’clock, reaching Greensburg for supper, then would

spend all night on the stage and all next day until twelve o’clock at night in

order to get to Chambersburg. From there they would take the little

‘Vagon-tire” railroad to Harrisburg, thence to Philadelphia by rail, the

road being owned at that time by the state. In the year 1852, when the

World’s Fair was held in New York, the route led from Philadelphia to

South Amboy, from which place a boat was taken up the bay to New York.

James B. Power always took an abiding interest in politics and he seiwed

as township trustee for three terms, discharging his duties in a verv capable

manner and to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. However, he was op-

posed to public office and never aspired to any political or public office. Mr.

Power has only moved once in his life, having lived forty-seven years at

his cozy and neat home on Spruce street.
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GEORGE D. BARNARD.

The subject of this review is a gentleman of high standing to whom has

not been denied a full measure of success. He is distinctively one of the

representative citizens of Congress township, and has long been a recognized

factor of importance in connection with the agricultural interests of the county

of Wayne. Mr. Barnard has been conspicuously identified with the growth

and prosperity of the community and his life is closely interwoven with the

history of the county where he has lived for many years. Mr. Barnard’s

family has long been identified with this county, his parents, John L. and

Anna (George) Barnard, having iDeen natives of Canaan and Congress town-

ships, respectively. The subject’s paternal grandfather, Jacob Barnard, came

from the state of Pennsylvania in a very early day and located in Canaan

township, but in 1880 he moved to Medina county, this state, and there spent

his remaining days. The maternal grandfather, Joseph George, and his

wife, Mary, were also natives of the old Keystone state and located in Wayne
county, Ohio, in a very early day. About 1861 they moved to Hancock county,

Ohio, where they lived until their deaths. The subject’s parents were both

reared in Wayne county, and the father learned the trade of shoemaking,

which he followed uninterruptedly until his death, which occurred in 1870.

He was a stanch Republican and always took the keenest interest in the suc-

cess of his party. He and his wife were the parents of four children, three

of whom are living. The mother died in 1874. These parents were worthy

and active members of the L’^nited Brethren church and in their daily lives

they exemplified the teachings of their Master.

George D. Barnard was reared in the home of his parents and as soon

as old enough he took up the work of the farm. He was educated in the

schools of Canaan township. In 1885 he bought a farm of fifty acres in

I'.Tedina, v, hich he operated until 1893, when he sold that and came to Con-

gress township and bought a farm of one hundred and fifty-five acres, which

he still owns. Mr. Barnard has made many permanent and substantial im-

provements on this place and today it is excelled by few farms in the county.

The soil is of excellent cjuality and under Mr. Barnard’s discriminating man-

agement it is made to return handsome profits to its owner. In addition to

carrying on general agriculture, Mr. Barnard also gives considerable atten-

tion to the breeding and raising of livestock, pure-lired Jersey cattle being

his specialty. He is enterprising and progressive in his methods and has been

prosperech to a gratifying degree. He is a man of splendid business qualifi-

cations and has served acceptably as administrator of a number of estates

in the neighborhood ^f his home.
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An ardent Republican in politics, Mr. Barnard has served his fellow citi-

zens in several official capacities. He served two terms as township clerk,

and was then elected township trustee of Congress township, in which posi-

tion he has been retained during the past seven years. He has been a member

of the board of education for the past eight years. Socially, he is a member

of the Knights of the Maccabees, holding membership in Lodge No. 552.

Mr. and Mrs. Barnard are members of the Presbyterian church at Congress,

and to this society they give a cordial and generous support.

On the last day of the year 1885 Mr. Barnard took unto himself a help-

meet in the person of Rosa E. Howey, who was born in Congress township,

this county, the daughter of John and Nancy ( Henderson) Howey. These

parents, who are now deceased, were early settlers of Congress township,

the grandfather having taken his land from the government by patent. To

Mr. and Mrs. Barnard have been born six children, namely: Grace, deceased;

Mabel, who is a graduate of the Congress high school, class of 1908; Charles,

Maude, John and George, Jr. Progress has been Mr. Barnard’s motto from

the beginning and his career throughout presents a succession of ‘advance-

ments which have won for him the high standing he today enjoys as one of

the representative men of the township.

SAMUEL KERSTETER.

Samuel Kersteter was descended from sturdy German ancestors, who
settled in Center county, Pennsylvania. His parents were Leonard and

Elizabeth Kersteter, the former born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and

the latter in Germany. Leonard Kersteter, who lived to the age of eighty-

seven years, was a carpenter by trade and he successfully followed this occu-

pation during his early years in Center county, Pennsylvania. Sulisequently

he purchased a farm, which he operated, and at the same time he ran a

saw-mill. In politics he was a Democrat and served as supervisor. He was
the father of twelve children, five sons and seven daughters, all of large

physique and all living to ripe old ages. Of these children, the subject of this

sketch is the only one now living.

Samuel Kersteter was born in Heintz township. Center countv, Pennsyl-

vania, on August 29, 1820. He was reared under the paternal roof, but

was deprix’ed of the opportunity of attending school during his earlv vouth.

The German language was spoken almost exclusively among the members of
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the family and the subject was unable to speak English readily until he was

eighteen years of age. From that age on he exerted every effort to acc|uire

prohciency in the English language- and to secure what education he could

in a general way, so that, considering his opportunities, Mr. Kersteter be-

came a very well informed man. He was during his life a careful and dis-

criminating reader and a close observer of men and things and possessed a

fair knowledge of things in general. In his youth he turned his attention to

the blacksmith’s trade, which he learned, and in 1844 he came to Wayne
county, Ohio, and here followed his trade at various locations in this and Ash-

land counties. He was so employed at the outbreak of the Civil war, when

he offered his services in defense of his country and enlisted in Company K,

One Hundred and Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, the date of

his enlistment being August 12, 1862. This regiment was employed as a

body guard for General Grant during the western campaigns. In the early

part of 1863 a forced march was made from Louisville, Iventucky, to Frank-

fort, that state, and so urgent was the order for quick speed that of the en-

tire regiment that started only sixty-eight men reached their destination, one

of them being the subject. However, because of his extraordinary exertions

on this march he suffered an enlargement of the veins of his legs, which

crippled him to such an extent that he was forced to go into the hospital for

treatment. In March, 1863, he was honorably discharged because of dis-

ability. After his discharge he returned to his home and then for several

years he lived at Ashland. He subsequently located a shop two miles south

of West Salem, and still later to Albion, where he lived for eleven years.

In 1885, feeling the weight of advancing years, and having acquired a suffi-

ciency of this world’s goods to keep him comfortably the rest of his days,

Mr. Kersteter retired from active labor. More recently he sold his farm

and was living in West Salem at the time of his death. Since the death

of Mrs. Kersteter, he had for companions his son Clark and family, who lived

with him in his comfortable home on West Buckeye street. The subject

was one of the grand old men of this community and he enjoyed the warm
regard and confidence of all who knew him. He passed through rare ex-

periences during his long life and in an interesting manner told entertainingly

of his early struggles and of early customs and incidents, when this section

was but thinly settled and very primitive in its development.

In politics Mr. Kersteter always voted the Democratic ticket and ren-

dered efficient service in the capacity of school director and supervisor. His

church relations were with the Methodist Episcopal, of which he was long a

faithful and consistent member.
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Mr. Samuel Kersteter was united in marriage to Elizabeth Cramer,

who was born in Center county, Pennsylvania, November 7, 1825, the daugh-

ter of Jacob Cramer. The latter, who was a turner by trade, moved to

Wayne county, Ohio, when his daughter Elizabeth was but four years of age.

To Mr. and Mrs. Kersteter were born eight children, as follows: William,

born September 18, 1846, is deceased; James N., born October 17, 1848,

deceased; George N., born June 10, 1852, now lives in Fulton county, Illi-

nois; Johnson, born March 14, 1855, now deceased; Clark, born November

30, 1857; Melissa J., born January 31, 1850; A. J., born in i860; Carrie,

born December 21, 1864, deceased.

Of these children, Clark Kersteter is the superintendent of bridge con-

struction on the Erie railroad, having been with that company for thirty

years, and has built many of the best and largest bridges on the line. On
December 7, 1882, he married Clara E. Funck, of Lattasburg, Ohio. She

was born January 2, 1863, and is a daughter of Joseph A. Funck, a prom-

inent farmer of Wayne county. To Mr. and Mrs. Kersteter have been born

the following children: Carrie Idella, born June 26, 1884; died July 7, 1885;

Harry Clifton, born December 9, 1885, is an employee of the Erie railroad

and works with his father; Bertha Elizabeth, born June ii, 1888; Zoe Mar-

garet, born December 17, 1891, died July i, 1900; Joseph Cloud and Sam-

uel Lloyd, twins, born August 13, 1892. Mr. and Mrs. Kersteter made their

home with their father, the aged subject of this review, to whom they give

every needed attention and endeavored to make his last years as comfortable

and pleasant as possible.

ADRIAN C. SWART.

Very often it is greatly to the advantage of the farmer's boy that, in-

stead of rushing off to the town or city nearest his native community, as so

many of them do, to become a poor grocery clerk or factory employe, he re-

mains in the country where he was brought up and where he knows what is

necessary to make an honest living. He knows when and how to seed and har-

vest his crops, and knows what is necessary to insure success in the raising

and marketing of stock. If he goes to the city he must learn another Inisiness,

and enter into competition with men who have grown up to the business,

which he must ac(iuire ; he is thus at a great disadvantage. The.se things .seem

to have I.een pro])erly considered Iw Adrian C. Swart, for he has remained on

the farm where he was born in Plain township, \\hiyne countw on February
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20, 1864, and he has made a success of life in his chosen pursuit and is the

owner of valuable property, whereas had he forsaken the old home when a

boy and went to some metropolis he might today be living in a small rented'

house and working for a mere pittance. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.

Casper L. Swart, well known people in this county. The father was a far-

mer and owned the farm the subject is now living on. The mother, whose

maiden name was Mary Jane Cormany, was born in Blachleyville. She

died April, 1885, and the father died in October, 1898. They lie side by

side in the Blachleyxille cemetery.

Adrian C. Swart attended the district schools of his community during

the winter months, spending his summers working in the crops on the home

place. The farm had its attract'ons for him and he has devoted the rest of his

life to agricultural pursuits. He is now the owner of one of the best farms

in Plain township, consisting of one hundred acres in the edge of Blachley-

ville, a part of which is the old Swart homestead. He has greatly improved

the same and has so tilled the soil as to cause it to retain its original fertility.

He understands all the diversified phases of farming and he keeps some good

stock
;
however, he does not make a specialty of stock raising. He has a

good home, outbuildings, orchard, garden and all that goes to make such a

life pleasant.

Mr. Swart was married on December 26, 1889, to Zoe G. Armstrong,

daughter of W. V. Armstrong and wdfe, the former a son of William Arm-

strong, a pioneer of Canaan township, this county. They have two children,

Paul Harrold, born December 16, 1890, and Miles Merrill, born November

22, 1892. Politically, Mr. Swart is a Democrat. His religious membership

is with the Christian church, while fraternally he belongs to the Knights of

Pythias.

SAMUEL SCHMUCK.

History generally treats of those who have attained eminence in politics

or statecraft, or in military circles and to some extent in the field of letters and

art, but has little to do with those toilers upon whom the real prosperity and

progress of the nations depend. It is left to specific biography to perpetuate

the record of those law-abiding citizens who, in the midst of the active affairs

of this busy wordaday world, have stood forth in integrity of purpose, loyalty

to friends and rative land, and in that enterpr.se and industry which have

made for the well-being of their respective communities. To this class be-
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longed the late Samuel Schmuck, of Franklin township, Wayne county, Ohio,

who during his active years was one of the progressive and successful farm-

,

ers and stock growers of his township, where he passed the best years of his

life and where he gained prosperity through his own well directed effort, the

while commanding the unequivocal esteem of the community in which his life

history is familiar.

Samuel Schmuck was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on the

9th day of July, 1822. His parents were Henry and Elizabeth (Hymiller)

Schmuck, who, in 1832, made the long and wearisome trip from their section

of the Keystone state to their new home in ^Vayne county, Ohio. Here the

father entered a tract of land and during the remainder of his active years

he devoted himself to the cultivation of this farm. His death occurred at the

age of seventy-three years. The subject of this sketch was but ten years of

age when he accompanied his parents on their removal to Ohio, and he re-

mained at home and assisted in the cultivation of the farm until his marriage

in 1847, at which time he acquired a fine farm in section 23, Franklin town-

ship, where he spent his remaining days. He entered at that time actively

into the work of improving and developing his newly-acquired place and suc-

ceeded admirably, the farm becoming widely known as one of the best in the

township. Mr. Schmuck was energetic in his efforts and his business affairs

were conducted with a soundness that seldom permitted him to err. He was

indefatigable and gave his personal attention to every detail of the farm work

so that he was able to realize handsome returns from his operations.

In 1847 Schmuck was united in marriage with Sarah Geitgey, a

daughter of John Geitgey. She died, leaving one son, James Henry. The

latter died in 1880, at the age of thirty-two years, leaving a widow and two

children. On January 27, 1854, Mr. Schmuck married Mary Myers, a daugh-

ter of Daniel and Martha Myers, and to this union were born four children,

namely: David Edwin; Sarah is the wife of S. H. Billman, of Cuyahoga

Falls, Ohio; Ida May is unmarried and lives on the home place with her

brother, David E., who is engaged in its operation; Anna May is deceased.

Mrs. Schmuck’s father, David Myers, was a native of Germany, where he

was born in 1814, and at the age of seventeen years he came to the Elnited

States, the trip across the ocean requiring three months, during which period

they were twice shipwrecked. He located in Pennsylvania, where he learned

and worked at the carpenter trade. He married Martha (DcWeese) Shively,

and they spent their last days on a farm in Wayne county, Ohio. The subject

of this sketch died on the 19th of October, 1893, and in his death the com-

munity suffered a distinct loss, his having been one of those strong, virile
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lives which leaves its impress on the entire community. His widow survived

him a number of years, her death occurring on January 19, 1904. Their

remains lie side by side in the cemetery at Wooster. They were members of

the Lutheran church and in their lives they exemplified the religious faith

which they professed. They were extremely domestic in their tastes, their

chief concern being for their home and family, and the examples which they

set before their children were worthy to be followed. Mr. Schmuck was a

man of splendid personal qualities and enjoyed a large circle of warm personal

friends, who admired him for his personal worth. On each Decoration day,

with filial piety, his daughter Ida places the choicest flowers over his grave

and that of her mother and sister Anna. He was endeared to his family by

his kindness and their love for him is a perpetual memorial.

Within about two miles of Wooster, almost adjoining the lands of the

State Agricultural Experiment Station, from the table lands, undulating in

beautiful perspective, the Wooster University, north of the valley, observable,

with commodious buildings, the prescience of the father is manifested by a

value of twenty-five thousand dollars, upon the once modest and uncultivated

beginning of his early home.

Edward and Ida are the sole owners of this model farm of about one

hundred and seventy acres. Their large and commodious dwelling has the

modern improvements and is tastefully furnished; the residence being within

a short distance of Wooster, it is a combination of the conveniences of city

and country life, and there is something quite novel in the ease with which

their large number of acres is successfully managed. It has always been a

hospitable home, and the children imitate the liberal disposition of the par-

ents to their many friends.

There are many pleasant and honorable reminiscences in the family his-

tory. Samuel DeWeese and Jacob Besse, great-grandfathers of the Myers

family, and a great-grandfather, Hymiller, of the Schmuck family, were sol-

diers of the Revolution of 1776, and Ida, the great-granddaughter, is a char-

ter member of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revo-

lution, and also a member of the Wooster (Wayne county) chapter of the

same society, and to which also Edward and the other children of Samuel

Schmuck are eligible. The children have steadily followed in the religious

footsteps of their parents, and are members of the Lutheran church.

The engravings presented of Samuel and Mary Schmuck indicate much

personal beauty and intelligence, and their many virtues that can not be writ-

ten, may be gathered from the fine expression of their pictures and the per-

sonality of their descendants.
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CAPT. GEORGE P. EMRICH.

Prominent among the worthy representatives of the pioneer element in

Wayne county is the Emrich family, the gentleman whose name appears at

the head of this sketch being an interesting and praiseworthy connecting

link between that picturesque epoch and the opulent present, having played

well his part in all phases of life in this locality and winning the right to be

referred to as one of the county's most substantial and progressive citizens.

Capt. George P. Emrich, now living practically retired from the active

duties of life in his beautiful home in Wooster, was born in Berks county,

Pennsylvania, on September 15, 1821. His father, Joseph Emrich, was

also born in Berks county, reared, attended the primitive schools and mar-

ried there. Leaving the home of his ancestors, he made a tedious overland

trip to Wayne county, Ohio, in May, 1831, bringing his family and house-

hold goods in an old-fashioned covered wagon, his son, George P., then being

ten years of age. The family settled on a farm four miles north of Wooster,

the land remaining all these years in the family name, the property of George

P. for many decades. The elder Emrich purchased a half section owned by

William Elgin and Mordecai Boon, Captain Emrich still possessing the gov-

ernment title to these lands, signed by President Madison. This land was

developed into an excellent farm, Joseph Emrich ha ;ing been a hard worker

and a good manager. In his youth he married Elizabeth Kiser, who, like

himself, was born of a hue old family of Berks county, Pennsylvania. This

union resulted in the birth of three daughters and one son. The elder Em-
rich was summoned to his reward on August 31, 1863, in his seventieth year,

his wife following him to^ the silent land in December of that year, aged

sixty-five. George P., their son, remained under the parental roof, assist-

ing, when he became of proper age, in the work about the place, until he

was twenty-one years old, with the exception of about eighteen months spent

with J. P. Coulter & Company, in their drug store, and with Robison & Jacobs,

in the dry goods business in Wooster. He received a somewhat limited

but serviceable education in the local schools, and in later years he became a

well read man on current topics. Not taking any too kindly to the mercan-

tile profession, young Emrich left Wooster and returned to his father’s

farm and for a ])eriod of three years cultivated the same upon the shares,

thereby getting a good start. He then moved upon the west quarter of the

original half section, having purchased the same from his father, going in

debt for most of it, but it was all paid for in eight years, at the end of which

time he went back to the old homestead, where he continued to reside and
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prospered at general fanning anei stock raising, in a short time owning a

half interest in the original homestead. He took an especial interest in stock

raising, buying and selling, handling large numbers of good horses, having

always been an admirer of good saddlers and drivers as well as draft animals.

The breaking out of the greatest of civil struggles in the world's histoiA

found him thus busily and successfully engaged, but he unhesitatingly left

his business, his pleasant fireside and all that made life attractive and offered

his services, like the loyal Spartan of ancient days, to liT country. On Au-

gust 15, 1862, he was commissioned captain of Company D, One Hundred

and Twentieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, a regiment which saw

much hard fighting, and Captain Emrich comported himself as a gallant and

fearless sold’er in all the campaigns and battles in which his company was

called upon to participate. He survived the scourge of malaria in the Mis-

si.«sippi swamps and the disaster at Chickasaw, where his company was

without lieutenant or orderly, all being sick or detailed
; also fought at Ar-

kansas Post. On account of illness, in the spring of 1863, he was discharged

for disability, after which he returned home and, for several years, his health

was not robust, but he has never regretted his service to his country.

In 1866 Captahi Emrich launched in the banking business in Wooster,

in which he was very successful from the first and which has claimed his

almost exclusive attention during his subsec|uent business career, long the

well-known president of the National Bank at Wooster, a safe and conserva-

tive institution wlrich owes much of its prestige to Captain Emrich.

In view of the fact that the Captain has always been a public-spirited

man he has been deeply interested in whatever tended to the county’s prog-

ress, politically and otherwise. In 1856 he was elected justice of the peace

of Wayne township and sO' fa’thfully did he perform the duties of the same

that he was re-elected in 1859, being the first Republican elected to that office

in Wayne township. Although he erected one of the finest and most com-

fortable of homes in Wooster, on North Market street, he has always en-

joyed the quiet retreat of his splendidly cultivated farm and spent consider-

able time there.

Captain Emrich has been twice married. On May 9, 1843,

Sarah Eryberger, of East Greenville, Stark county, Ohio, were united in

the bonds of matrimony. She was called to her reward on April 15, 1863.

On August 24, 1865, the Captain married Kate Garver, of Chester township.

Eour children were born to the first union, one of whom. Will Emrich, long

a teller in the Wooster National Bank, was a student of the University of



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. III7

Wooster, and was a member of the scientific corps that visited the parks and

canyons of Colorado under the direction of Doctor Stoddard, of that institu-

tion. Two children were born of the Captain’s second marriage.

Captain Emrich has always been a close friend of Wooster University

and has done a great deal in promoting its interests. He at the outset sub-

scribed the sum of five hundred dollars to the institution, but later contrib-

uted liberally of his funds and time to procure whatever the university

needed, having by his untiring efforts aided in obtaining sixty-five thousand

dollars towards its subscriptions.

WOOSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.

%

An institution of which any community might well be justly proud is the

Wooster Public Library and IMuseum, which is the delightful fruitage of faith-

ful philanthropic labor, and no history of Wayne county would be complete

were there failure to give it and the worthy gentleman who has been the prin-

cipal moving spirit of the same, proper space and recognition.

In i8cj 5 a fe\v ladies met at the home of Mrs. George J. Schwartz and, in

response to a long felt want, decided to start a reading room, the principal

object being to offer some inducement to the young who might be wantonly

wandering about the streets, to turn their attention to the perusal of rvhole-

some literature. Thus the enterprise had its incipiency, and everything

started off very encouragingly, but after a year of continued success, interest

waned, and although this was generally recognized as a worthy object, funds

for its maintenance were secured with difficulty and abandonment remained

as the inevitalde outcome. In this trying and critical moment. George J.

Schwartz was appealed to and, with generous and earnest spirit, he at once

came to the rescue and for a period of four years solicited the necessary funds

and otherwise aided to keep the reading room o])en, a very creditable and

praiseworthy work which the people of the city and community fully ap-

preciate.

Interest continuing to grow, a ])ermanent organization was effected in

i 8(;7 and a charter for the Tree Library Association obtained and a small ap-

])ropriation was made by the hoard of education in 1900 toward paying ex-

penses. Tlie interest of all classes continuing to gTow, the reading room

became too small and larger and more attractive ((uarters were found and oc-

cui)ied. By the year 1903 these rooms had been outgrown and an appeal was

made to .\ndrew Carnegie for the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, which he
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accordingly granted. At once plans were perfected, a suitable lot procured

and actual work of constructing the new building was begun about May,

1903, but on account of a delay in obtaining proper funds and material, the

building was not ready for occupancy until May, 1905. All during this per-

iod Mr. Schwartz was a moving spirit and he continued as trustee until in

June, 1907, when his term expired and he failed of re-appointment. He had

accomplished a great work in securing the building and otherwise aiding in

keeping alive the interest in the library, which he had been connected with and

deeply interested in for a period of twelve years.

The first six years of the enterprise were exceedingly hard, due espe-

cially to the raising of funds, and for years the library was continually indebted

to Mr. Schwartz in the sum of many hundreds of dollars, not taking into ac-

count the time spent soliciting funds and collecting. The utmost persistency
*

was required to keep the reading room open, but now it must be a great pleas-

ure to Mr. Schwartz when passing the beautiful building to stop and look in at

all its attractive appointments, cognizant of the fruits of his labors. All credit

is due him and he has the lasting esteem and the admiring plaudits of his

numerous acquaintances and friends for such a noble monument to his enter-

prise, foresight and unselfish ambition.

The many friends of George Julius Schwartz will be interested in know-

ing more of his life history, which has been replete with success, good deeds

and little kindnesses to his fellow men, often laboring with disregard for his

own good if thereby he might make someone better or happier. He has been

especially interested in whatever tended to the general advancement of the citi-

zens of Wooster and Wayne county, morally, socially or politically, and such

a life, so filled with valuable lessons, should be emulated by the youth standing

at the parting of the ways, whose destinies are yet matters for the future to

determine.

Mr. Schwartz was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, September 18, 1848, the son

of George and Mary Schwartz, the father born in Germany, the mother in

Sunbury, Pennsyvania. They were people of much sterling worth and highly

esteemed by all who knew them.

George J. Schwartz was educated in the Cincinnati public schools, receiv-

ing a good education, which has since been greatly augmented by miscel-

laneous reading and home study. He began his business life as a brush manu-

facturer, which he followed successfully for a period of thirty years, having

been long associated with the famous Wooster Brush Works, which his father-

in-law started in 1856 at Wooster, Ohio. Mr. Schwartz was associated with

W. D. Fos’S in this plant for a period of twenty-eight years, having sold out
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to a Stock company in 1906, and the extensive patronage of this large con-

cern was due in no small measure to Mr. Schwartz’ judicious management

and close application to its affairs.

Mr. Schwartz was married, on October 17, 1871, to Jennie Foss, the tal-

ented and cultured daughter of Adam and Mary Foss, of Wooster, one of the

leading families of this city. This union has been graced by the birth of

three sons, namely : George Foss Schwartz, the efficient professor of music

at the University of Illinois; Arthur F. Schwartz, who died in infancy; and

Julius Foss Schwartz, who is prominently connected with the Bell Telephone

Company.

Mr. Schwartz is an Episcopalian and has held all the offices of honor

within the gift of the local congregation. ITe is prominent in the Masonic

fraternity, having attained the thirty-second degree, holding membership

with Ebenezer Lodge, No. 33, Eree and Accepted Masons; Wooster Chapter,

No. 27, Royal Arch Masons; Wooster Council, No. 13, Royal and Select

Masters; Wooster Commandery, No. 48, Knights Templar; Wooster Chap-

ter, No. 270, Order of the Eastern Star; Lake Erie Consistory. Politically

he is a Republican. He has held office by appointment during the several

years and he has always been faithful to every trust reposed in him. During

the past six years he was president of the sinking fund commission, and for

the past three years he has held the office of secretary of the Wayne county

blind commission. He was instrumental in securing- the first paved streets

for Wooster. He also brought the first individual here for the purpose of

taking up the matter of electric lights for the city, which were later installed,

due very largely to his efforts. He collected the money to erect the splendid

band-stand that now graces the public square. For many years he has l:een

aiding the University of Wooster, being an ardent ad\'ocate of higher educa-

tion, and he is at this writing a trustee of that institution.

REV. SAMUEL B. LONGENECKER.

No man in Greene township, Wayne county, is held in higher esteem than

Samuel B. Longenecker, owing to his life of sterling honesty and upright-

ness and his close attention to his individual business affairs. Starting in life

under fair circumstances, he is making a comfortable living, at the same time

doing much good to his neighbors and fellow citizens in manv ways, so that

he is a valuable man to the community where he has long resided. He was
born in Lancaster county, Penmsylvania, November 2, 1846, the son of Samuel
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L. and [Magdalena (Brubaker) Longenecker. Samuel L. came to Wayne

county, Ohio, from his Pennsylvania home in 1865 and settled in Greene

township, and after living here for a period of twelve years as a retired

farmer, returned to Pennsyh-ania where he lived until his death. He was a

good man, being a minister of the Gospel for the Zion Children church for

many years and providing well for his family.

Samuel B. Longenecker, of this review, was reared on his father's farm

in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. He worked there during the summer

months and in the wintertime attended the district schools, later went to the

high school at Maytown. He received a good education and taught two win-

ter terms of common school. In the fall of 1868 he came to AVayne county,

Ohio. He soon afterwards married Elizabeth S. Brener, who was the daugh-

te'!‘ of a fine old family of this county where she was educated.

Air. Longenecker first rented land, later bought his father's farm, and,

being a hard worker and a good manager, he succeeded, carrying on general

farming and stock raising in a way that proved him to he a modern farmer

of the l)est type. On March 4, 1902, he moved from his farm to Smithville

Station where he now resides, owns and farms twenty-five acres, having sold

his farm to John and .Annie Hostetler, the former being his son-in-law. He
has a modern and nicely kept residence.

To Mr. and Mrs. Longenecker nine children have been horn, si.x of whom
grew to maturity, three sons and three daughters, namely: Frank, Alollie,

John, Anna, Lizzie and .Mien B.

While agriculture has been Air. Longenecker's chief life work, he has

also devoted considerable attention during the past few years to the Gospel,

being at present the minister of the River Brethren church.—in fact, he has

preached more or less for the past twenty-five years, being earnest in all he

says and does. The local church where he preaches is always well attended.

He is known throughout this locality as one of the leading citizens of a com-

munity noted for the high order of its citizenship. He is truly a good and

useful man, hut he is plain and unassuming, and strives to do his duty at all

times, regardless of inconvenience to himself.

ANIAREW JACKSON LANCE.

It was early in the nineteenth century that Peter Lance landed in Con-

necticut as a recently-arrived immigrant from Germany. Later he caught

the western fever and, determining to better his fortunes beyond the Alle-

ghanies, he joined the rush to Ohio and finally pulled up in the county of Jeff-
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erson, wlien that section was still wild and but sparsely settled. He engaged

in farming and met with fair success, being able to leave a small estate at

his death. He married Mary, daughter of John Johnson, by whom he had a

number of children, most of whom grew up and did well in after life. James,

one of his sons, came to Wayne county in company with four brothers, three

of whom settled in Milton and one in Chippewa township. James engaged in

farming and prospered, being an extensive land owner at the time of his

death in 1866. He was married twice and became the father of seventeen

children. He married Mary Johnson, who died in 1875, after- becoming the

mother of thirteen children.

Andrew Jackson Lance, who was one of the “baker's dozen," was born

in Wayne county, Ohio, October 29, 1846, and grew up as a member of that

historic band known as the “pioneer children.” The only schools of the

famous early days in Milton township were of the log cabin variety, with

puncheon seats, greased paper windows and immense gaping fire places. Mr.

Lance as a boy took special interest in spelling and still proudly recalls his

victories at the many spelling bees held under the roof of the old school house.

He became known as the crack speller of the whole neighborhood, as a result

of his “spelling down” both teachers and pupils,—in fact all comers,—when
the lineup took place to test the skill in the old Webster speller, with its long-

lists of words. In 1888 Mr. Lance came to Canaan township and bought
sixty-five acres of land, which at present lies within the corporate limits of

Creston. He always followed farming and is regarded as a careful and pains-

taking agriculturist. Of late years he has given especial attention to onion

raising and found it profitable. He has greatly improved his farm by erect-

ing a commodious residence and up-to-date barn and other outbuildings, suit-

able for a progressive farmer in this age of advanced agriculture. Though a

Democrat, Mr. Lance has tried to avoid office-holding and to keep out of the

struggles of practical politics, notwithstanding which he was drafted to serve

two terms as trustee of Milton township. He is a memljer of the Knights of

Pythias and Royal Arcanum.

On May 20, 1875, Mr. Lance married Katie Kostenbader. a nati\e of

Penmsylvania, who came to Ohio with her parents at the age of six years.

Py this union there are two cliildren : Burr, the only son, assisted his father

on the farm, and Bonnie, the daughter, is the wife of Lee H. Crunder and they

have four children, namely: Anna, 1 )orn in 1898; Reba, born March p 1901 ;

Dale, born September 22, 1903: bay, born June 21, 1906. Mr. Lance is a

\'cry ])lcasant and jo\-ial man to meet.



I 122 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

KAISER W. TAYLOR.

The gentleman whose name heads this review is one of the honored

citizens of W'ayne county, having the prestige both of honored ancestry and

of a personal record that commends him to all who know him. In the private

affairs of life his course has been characterized by the strictest integrity and

his service in the Spanish-American war was of such a character as to win

for him the highest regard of his superior officers and his citizen friends at

home.

Kaiser W. Taylor was born on a farm near West Salem, Congress town-

ship, Wayne county, Ohio, on the i2th of March, 1875, and is the son of

William B. and Jane (Kaiser) Taylor. The father was born August 19,

1849, Canaan township, Wayne county, and the mother on November 18,

1849, in Congress township, this county. They were married December 7,

1871, and started their wedded life on a farm of sixty acres in Canaan town-

ship. They were prospered and eventually moved to Congress township,

where Mr. Taylor now owns a splendid farm of two hundred and seventy-

two acres. In 1899 he retired from active agricultural pursuits and retired

to the town of West Salem, where he erected one of the finest residences in

that town, together with a large and well-arranged barn. He is a Republican

in politics and has served seven years as township trustee. He and his wife

are faithful members of the Methodist Episcopal church, to which they give

a liberal support. They are the parents of four children, namely : Kaiser W.,

the subject of this sketch; Mrs. Nellie M. Curtice, deceased; Mrs. Norah A.

Schreffler, deceased, and Clyde E., who is a clerk with Ereidlander & Com-

pany, of Wooster.

The subject’s paternal great-grandfather, John Taylor, was a native of

Crawford county, Pennsylvania, and was one of the early settlers of Wayne
county, Ohio. He lived to the remarkable age of ninety-four years. The

paternal grandparents were Joseph and Lucinda (Hartman) Taylor. Joseph

Taylor was born in Canaan township, Wayne county, in 1814 and died Alay

18, 1870, at the age of fifty-six years. His wife Lucinda was born at Troy,

Ashland county, and was the daughter of Jacob Hartman, an early settler

of that section. The subject's maternal grandfather was William Kaiser,

who was born in 1804, and was an early settler of Congress township, to

which he came in 1822.

Kaiser W. Taylor secured his elementary education in the district schools

of Congress township, in which he made such progress that at the early age

of twelve years he was able to enter the West Salem high school, where he
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graduated in 1893. He then entered the Ohio Normal University at Ada,

where he graduated in 1896, with special honors. He there took a com-

mercial course and and specialized in civil engineering, with the intention of

making that his life work. His plans were rudely interrupted, however, by

the outbreak of the war with Spain. Mr. Taylor had joined the Ohio Na-

tional Guard on January 15, 1897, becoming a member of Company C, Eighth

Regiment. On the 8th of the following February he was made a sergeant.

On April 26, 1898, the Eighth Regiment entered the United States service,

and on May 9th the subject was commissioned as first lieutenant of his com-

pany. He went to Cuba with his command and participated in the Santiago

campaign, including the siege and surrender of that stronghold. Company

C was armed with black powder rifles and consecjuently he was detailed on

the outpost guard. He was later detailed for detached duty in connection

with the transfer of commissary stores at Siboney. Because of the lack of

proper food and continued exposure, Lieutenant Taylor was taken ill and on

August 26, 1898, he was taken to the army hospital at Montauk Point. From
there he was transferred on September 8th to the Long Island College Hos-

pital and was discharged from that institution on December i, 1898. The

Eighth Regiment was discharged from the service on November 21st, but be-

cause of his illness Lieutenant Taylor was not mustered out until January

6, 1899, at which time he was placed on the pension list. He served his

country honorably and faithfully and is still feeling the ill effects of his ex-

posure and hard service.

After his return from military service, the subject was incapacitated for

work for three or four years, but finally decided that relief might be obtained

through out-door life, and to this end he obtained a position in the rural

mail service, in which he is still engaged. His health is making rapid im-

provement and Mr. Taylor expects to eventually resign this service and again

take up his chosen profession, that of civil engineering. Prior to the Span-

ish war Mr. Taylor had done some successful work in the engineering line

involving a two years tour of the North American continent, at that time

visiting every territory and many provinces in the Dominion of Canada, over

one-half of the states, many places of interest and importance in the republic

of Mexico, and a considerable number of the islands of the Pacific.

Politically Mr. Taylor is a stanch Republican and in 1908 was the candi-

date of his party for the position of auditor of Wayne county, but the

Democratic majority in this county precluded his election. His religious

sympathies are with the Methodist Episcopal church at West Salem. Social-

ly he is a memher of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and because of
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his military service he is affiliated with the Military Order of Foreign Wars,

the Naval and Military Orders of the Spanish-Ainerican War, the United

Spanish ^Yar Veterans, the Society of the Army of Santiago, and the Military

Order of the Serpent.

As reflecting the standing of the subject in his home community, no bet-

ter reference could be made than to the words of a local publication in refer-

ence to him : “He is a business college graduate and expert accountant and has

been very successful in administering his own as well as the business affairs of

others to which he has so frequently been entrusted. * * Lieutenant

Taylor is possessed of a genial personality, kindly in manner and uniformly

courteous. By reason of these attributes he has won his way into the hearts

of the people to such an extent that his nomination came to him unsolicited

and without his knowledge of this intention of his friends and supporters.

* * * As a soldier and citizen he has brought credit to the county from

which he enlisted and will grace any position wdth honor to those who make

that position possible.’’

ORLANDO GEORGE PINKLEY.

The Pinkley family has been a prominent one in Wayne county since the

pioneer days and the present representatives of the name can look back wdth

pride on the accomplishments of their ancestors whose reputations for right

living and thinking have been kept untarnished by succeeding generations.

Orlando George Pinkley w^as born in Marshallville, this county, October 29,

1859, the son of William and Barbara (Hawk) Pinkley. His grandparents

on both sides of the house were natives of Pennsylvania: they came to Wayne
county, Ohio, and here spent the remainder of their lives. William Pinkley

was born in 1826 in Pennsylvania and after moving to various places, finally

located in Wayne county, Ohio, in early manhood, where he followed the

blacksmith's trade, at which he w-as very skilled and his shop was patronized

from quite a radius around it.

Orlando G. Pinkley was education in Alarshallville, receiving a fairly

good common school education, and while yet a young man, he took up farm-

ing, first living near Paradise, later near Orrville
;
then, after farming in

various places, he moved to near Congress where he lived for a period of four-

teen years. In March, 1908, he purchased a farm of one hundred acres one

and one-half miles south of Creston, and there he has remained, now living

practically retired. He has carried on general farming in a way that has
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Stamped him as well abreast of the times and his present farm is a very at-

tractive and well managed one. He has a good home and all the livestock

necessary for his needs.

Mr. Pinkley was married September 8, 1880, to Christianna Deneke, a

native of Orrville, Pennsylvania, and the daughter of Augustus and Christiana

( I.autenschlager) Deneke, both natives of Germany, the former having come

to the United States in 1844 and the latter in 1830. They met in Lancaster,

Pennsylvania, where they were married. Six children have been born to IMr.

and Mrs. Pinkley, namely: Bernice, wife of Corbin Lehman; Clanden died in

infancy; Homer, who married Maggie Clouse; Dale married Miss Sylvia

Young, daughter of George Young; Glen and Welker, at home.

Mr. Pinkley is independent in his political affiliations, preferring to vote

for the man rather than the party. In connection with his general farming

he bought and shipped hay for about eleven years and is well known in that

capacity throughout the county. He has been very successful both in farm-

ing and dealing in hay. Both he and his wife are members of the Methodist

Episcopal church, and they have won the high regard of all who know them

by reason of their generous, friendly manners, and their indorsement of all

movements for the general good.

CHARLES W. BIDDLE.

In one of the most exacting of all callings the subject of this sketch has

attained distinction, being recognized as one of the most successful teachers

in the county of Wayne. He is a well educated, symmetrically developed man,

his work as an educator having brought him prominently to the notice of the

public, the result of which is a demand for his services where a high stand-

ard of professional excellence is required. He is a gentleman of scholarly

tastes and studious habits, keeps abreast the times in advanced educational

methods and his general knowledge is broad and comprehensive.

Charles W. Biddle was born in Greene township, Wayne county, Ohio, on

the 13th of August, 1871. and he is a son of Philip and Phoebe (Elwood)

Biddle, both of whom were natives of Tuscarawas county, Ohio. Philip

Biddle was reared and educated in his nati\e county. He was there married

and shortly after the close of the Civil war he moved to Greene township,

Wayne county, buying a farm near Orrville. The farm was largely uncleared

land when he bought it. but by dint of persistent and unremitting toil he made
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of it one of the best farms in that section. He has always followed the pur-

suit of agriculture, in which he has been reasonably successful. He has never

taken an active part in politics, but has served his fellow citizens several

terms in the capacity of township assessor. To him and his wife were born

six children, all boys, as follows : Daniel is a farmer in Stark county
;
Martin

is a railroad conductor and lives at IMansfield, Ohio; James is at home with his

parents; Joseph is deceased; Jacob F. is a street railway motorman and lives

at Massillon. Ohio; Charles W. is the immediate subject of this sketch.

Charles W. Biddle was reared under the parental roof and secured his

elementary education in the common schools of Greene township. He at-

tended school at Wadsworth two years, followed by two years at Mt. Union,

following which he entered Wooster University with the intention of taking

a full course there. However, during his first college year he was offered

and accepted the position of superintendent of schools at Marshallville,

Ohio. Subsequently he attended Wooster University during several summer

terms. He held the position of superintendent of schools at Marshallville

six years and then accepted a similar position at West Salem in the fall of

1905, and is still serving in this capacity. Mr. Biddle has achieved a dis-

tinctive success as a supervisor of education and since taking charge of the

West Salem schools he has practically raised the standard to a four-years

high school course. Under his supervision the faculty has been increased

and much new equipment has been placed in the school. This school has the

largest playground and campus of any school in the county. In many ways

Mr. Biddle has impressed his individuality on the work done under his direc-

tion and he is generally recognized as one of the most successful instructors

in the county. He possesses a genial and kindly disposition which wins

friends and he takes a personal interest in every pupil under his charge,

many of whom can testify to the wise counsel and friendly aid they have

received from him. To him, the pupil’s interests are paramount to every

other consideration and no self-sacrifice is too great if by it a young person

can be helped and started right in life.

On the 6th of September, 1899, Professor Biddle was married to Ohla

Mae Ault, a native of Wayne county and the daughter of Valentine W. Ault,

who has recently moved to Barberton, Ohio. Prof, and Mrs. Biddle have be-

come the parents of one child, Evelyn Mae, born February 13, 1901. The
subject and his wife are active members of the Methodist Episcopal church, to

which they give an earnest and generous support. Socially Professor Biddle

is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons and the Independent Order of
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Odd Fellows. The subject is a Democrat in political belief and served three

years as county school examiner and is now serving another term of three

years. He is a man of sterling integrity and high qualities of character and

is deserving of the universal regard in which he is held wherever known.

JOHN H. MILLER.

The two most strongly marked characteristics of both the East and the

West are combined in the residents of the section of country of which this

volume treats. The enthusiastic enterprise which overleaps all obstacles and

makes possible almost any undertaking in the comparatively new and vig-

orous western states is here tempered by the stable and more careful policy

that we have borrowed from our eastern neighbors, and the combination is

one of peculiar force and power' It has been the means of placing this sec-

tion of the country on a par with the older East, at the same time producing

a reliability and certainty in business affairs which is frequently lacking in

the West. This happy combination of characteristics is possessed by the

subj ect of this brief sketch, John H. Miller, who was successfully engaged in

the hardware business at West Salem, Wayne county, Ohio.

Mr. Miller is a native of Medina county, Ohio, where he was born Sep-

tember II, 1874. He is the son of Alonzo and Rachel (Inman) Miller, the

former of whom was born at Massillon, Ohio, in 1841, and the latter in

Medina county. Alonzo Miller is a prominent man in his native county,

owning four hundred acres of land, which he successfully cultivates. A
Democrat in politics, he has been very active in party affairs and has several

times been the nominee of his party for public office. He was the candidate

for Congress in 1896 and for State Senate in 1898, but each time the large

Republican majority in his district precluded any chance of his election. Eor

a number of years he served as postmaster at Spencer, where he owns and

operates a large flouring mill. Besides the subject, he has three other chil-

dren, namely: Mrs. William Rullkoetter, of Springfield, Missouri; Mr. Rull-

koetter is a professor in the Missouri State College; h'rank 1 . Miller, a

farmer; Charles E. lives in New Jersey. Alonzo Miller is a man of marked

ability and stands high in his community. During the dark days of the Civfl

war y\lonzo Miller e\ inced his patriotism by enlisting in Conqxany R, Forty-

second Regiment Olr'o Volunteer Infantry, in which he hecame a corporal.
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and he took part in a number of severe engagements during his three years

of service, including the siege of Vicksburg, Fort Donelson, the Red River

campaign, and was with General Butler at the battle of New Orleans.

John H. Miller received a good education in the public schools at Spen-

cer, including the high school course. This education was supplemented

by a course at the Spencerian Business College at Cleveland. On leaving the

school room he was employed in a clerical capacity in Cleveland for three

years. In 1900 he came to West Salem and engaged in the grocery business,

in which he continued with fair success for four years, at the end of which

time he sold that business and started a hardware store. In this latter busi-

ness he achieved a distinctive success, having been compelled to double his

stock during the five years in which he was in business. He is a wide-awake,

energetic and progressive business man and received his full share of the

public patronage. Courteous in manner, accommodating in his treatment of

patrons, and a man of many fine personal c|ualities, he has made a host of

warm personal friends and is considered one of the leading men of the com-

munity.

In politics Mr. Miller gives his support to the Democratic party in elec-

tions where national policies are involved, but in local elections he takes the

stand that the personal fitness for candidates for the offices they seek should

he of prime importance. His religious affiliation is with the Methodist Epis-

copal church, of which he is an earnest and generous supporter.

On April 28, 1903, Mr. Miller wedded Jennie Ferguson, a native of

this county and a daughter of Reuben Ferguson, one of the county’s repre-

sentative farmers. To this union have been born two children, Dorothy and

Paul. The family move in the best social circles and their home is a center

of refined hospitality.

EDWIN ALBERT BARDEN.

The Barden famil}- ha^•e long been among the best known in Plain town-

ship, Wayne county, identified for the most part with the agricultural interests

of the locality in which they have figured conspicuously, Edwin A. Barden

being one of the most progressive of the present generation in this vicinity.

He was born in Plain township, August 21, 1867, the son of William and

Catherine (Brumbaugh) Barden, an influential and highly respected couple

who followed farming here for a long lapse of years.

Edwin A. Barden was educated in the Wilderness school and one winter
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was spent at the Wadsburg Normal. He applied himself very assiduously

to his text books and received a good education. He began working on the

home farm when very young, and after he had finished school he returned to

the farm and assisted his father with the work there. He was married in

1891 to Izena May Staugh, the daughter of Thomas Corwin and Sarah ( Alla-

man) Staugh.

Mr. Barden is the owner of a very productive and well tilled farm of

ninety acres of land in Plain township where he carries on a -general line of

farming with gratifying results. He is a member of the Patrons of Industry,

in which he takes a great deal of interest. Religiously, he belongs to the

Christian church and in politics he is a Republican, but does not find time to

take a hand in political affairs. He is now an active member of the local

school board.

To Mr. and Mrs. Edwin A. Barden the following children have been

born : William, now a student in the high school at Mansfield, Ohio, where he

is making a splendid record, having passed the common branches at the age of

thirteen years; Sarah, Roderick and Beatrice are all living at home.

Thomas Corwin Stough, father of Mrs. Barden, was born in Blachley-

ville. Plain township, Wayne county, in 1840, the son of George and Anna
Stough, both probably born in this part of Ohio. George Stough devoted his

earlier years to farming in the western part of Wayne county and later in

life was proprietor of an inn at Blachleyville, one of the first taverns in this

part of the state. When the Mexican war began he was quick to offer his

services and, being a man of unusual ability and courage, he became colonel

of a regiment and brought honor to the house of Stough. His son, Thomas
Corwin Stough, was a private during the Civil war in Company I, Sixteenth

Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The maternal grandparents of Mrs.

Barden were Samuel and Barbara (Barnhart) Allaman, of Dauphin county.

Pennsylvania. Samuel Allaman and two brothers. John and Henry, came to

Ohio and settled in Ashland county, while Samuel located in Wayne county,

where he devoted his life to farming. Thomas Corwin Stough also de\oted

his life to farming except the time he was in the army, having enlisted at the

age of twenty-one years and served three years, after which he became a

traveling salesman. Since 1907 he has li\-ed retired in Mansfield, luning

'made a success of his life’s work.

The following children were horn to Thomas Corwin Stough and wife:

Mary Celesta, Izena May, Anna, Gertrude. Whlliam, Nina, Blanche, DeCour-

cey and Madge, all li\-ing at this writing.
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MARTIN H. BARNARD.

The most elaborate history is necessarily an abridgment, the historian

being compelled to select his facts and materials from a multitude of details.

In every life of honor and usefulness there is no dearth of incident, and yet

in summing up the career of any man the writer needs touch only the most

salient points, but eliminating much that is superfluous. Among the enter-

prising and progressive citizens of Wayne county, Ohio, is he whose name

forms the caption to this article. Martin H. Barnard is a native of the town-

ship in which he now lives, having been born here on the 26th of June, 1885.

He is the son of William V. Barnard, who also is a native of this county,

born in Canaan township, and whose death occurred in 1890. He was a

farmer by vocation and in 1879 he moved over into Congress township, buy-

ing a farm there tw'o years later. He was a Republican in politics and in re-

ligion he was a member of the United Brethren church, to which he gave an

earnest and generous support. He w'as a man of fine personal c[ualities and

was highly regarded throughout the community. He married Anna Brick-

erhoft, a native of Congress towmship, and to them were born the following

children: Bertha Elizabeth, deceased; George L, deceased; Anna May, who
married Lloyd Martin, a successful farmer in Congress towmship; Carrie

Pearl; Martin H., the immediate subject of this sketch; Dwight B., of Canaan

township. The subject’s paternal grandparents were John L. and Anna

(George) Barnard, wdio were both born and reared in Wayne county. He
was a shoemaker by trade and follow-ed that vocation until his death, which

occurred in 1870. He wms a stanch Republican and was prominent in polit-

ical affairs of his day. His wdfe died in 1874. They w^ere both active mem-
bers of the United Brethren church. The subject’s paternal great-grandpar-

ents w’ere Jacob and (Smith) Barnard, who were natives of Penn-

sylvania and in an early day came to Wayne county, this state, wEere they

lived during the remainder of their lives.

Martin H. Barnard received his early education in the Hilltop district

school in Congress towmship. Owing to the death of his father, when he

was but five years old, he was reared afterward by relatives of his mother.

He w-as reared to the life of a farmer and has ahvays been identified with

this pursuit. In 1907 he began farming on his owm account on rented land;

and by dint of percistent energy and wise economy he was enabled, in Janu-

ary, 1909, to purchase his father’s old home farm of one hundred and five

acres, on which he is now^ living and operating. Mr. Barnard is an energetic.
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wide-awake young man and is progressive in his ideas and methods, keep-

ing in close touch with the most advanced ideas in agriculture. He carries

on general farming, and has also some good livestock in the place, the gen-

eral appearance of the place indicating the owner to be a man of sound judg-

ment and discrimination in the conduct o-f his affairs.

On February 22, 1907, Mr. Barnard was united in marriage to Pansy

E. Sheppard, and they are the parents of two children, Ann Elizabeth, born

December 4, 1908, and Catharine Marie, born February 9, 1910. Mrs. Bar-

nard was born July 16, 1884, in Congress township, and is the daughter of

John Wesley and Eliza (Crater) Sheppard, who are mentioned elsewhere in

this work. Politically, Mr. Barnard is a Republican and takes a commenda-

ble interest in public affairs. He belongs to the United Brethren church and

his wife to the Presbyterian, to both of which they give an earnest and gen-

erous support. A man of many fine personal qualities, Mr. Barnard enjoys

the unbounded confidence of the entire community and is considered one of

its leading citizens.

MICHAEL RICKEL.

Few men of Congress township, Wayne county, Ohio, were as widely

and favorably known as the late Michael Rickel. He was one of the strong

and influential citizens whose lives became an essential part of the history

of the community and for years his name was synonymous for all that con-

stituted an honorable and upright manhood. Tireless energy, keen percep-

tion and honesty of purpose, combined with every-day common sense, were

among his chief characteristics, and while advancing individual success he

also largely promoted the moral and material welfare of his community.

Michael Rickel was born September 19, 1828, in Congress township,

Wayne county, Ohio, and was a son of Peter and Nancy (Rickel) Rickel.

These parents were natives of Virginia and Pennsylvania respectively and

were married in the latter state, and there two children were born to them.

In 1825 they moved to Wayne county, Ohio, and there the father took np a

farm near West Salem, making that his home during the remainder of his

life. He died October 7, 1865, and his widow survived him more than a

score of years, her death occurring May 8, 1888. They were the parents of

nine children, seven sons and two daughters, only one of whom is living.

Peter Rickel was a faithful member of the Evangelical church, and was pos-
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sessed of many excellent cjualities of character. He cared nothing for poli-

tics, aside from exercising the rights of franchise, but was a man highly re-

spected throughout the community.

Michael Rickel was reared on his father’s farm and in the common
schools of Congress township he secured his mental training. At the time

of his marriage he bought a farm of e’ghty acres, located south of West Sa-

lem, and gave his attention to its cultivation. He was enterprising and suc-

cessful and was prospered so that he was able to add to his landed posses-

sions, buying forty acres more. The farm was maintained at a high state of

cultivat'on and Mr. Rickel acquired a reputation as one of the best farmers

in the community. He carried on general farming and also gave some atten-

tion to the raising of livestock, in which also he was successful.

In politics he was an ardent Republican and took a live interest in local

public affairs, having served many tenus as supervisor of his township, in

which official position he rendered effic’ent service. He and his wife belonged

to the Evangelical church, to which Mrs. Rickel still gives a devoted support.

Mr. Rickel’s death occurred on the ist of December, 1898, and his death was

counted a distinct loss to the entire community.

On November 6, 1851, Mr. Rickel was married to Susan Hosier, who

was born in Plain township, Wayne county, October 25, 1832, a daughter of

Jacob and Susan (Lesher) Hosier. Her parents were early settlers of Wayne
county, having come here from Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1827.

The father was a physician and a pioneer preacher, a cooper by trade and a

farmer by occupation. He first located in Jefferson county, Ohio, on com-

ing west, but soon afterwards removed to Wayne county He died August i,

1840, and his widow on September 10, 1879. Mrs. Rickel’s maternal grand-

parents were Jacob and Katharine (Sheets) Lesher, who were natives of

Genuany and Pennsylvania respectively. To Mr. and Mrs. Rickel was born

a daughter, Olena, now deceased, who was the wife of John Esselburn, by

whom she had a son, Chester, born in 1884. Mrs. Esselburn died August 7,

1899.

Devoted to home and family, and at the same time giving a proper at-

tention to the affairs of the community in which all public-spirited men should

be interested, Mr. Rickel was counted among the strong, stalwart men of

Congress township. Dependent upon his own resources from boyhood, he

so applied his energies and ability as to attain a success worthy the name,

while his high standing in the community indicated the objective apprecia-

tion of his sterling character.
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LUTHER H. FULTON.

It is always interesting to watch from the beginning the growth and

development of a locality, to note the lines along which marked progress

has been made and to take cognizance of those who have been factors in the

work of advancement and in the establishing of a prosperous community.

The subject of this review has been a witness of the development of Wayne
county, since he was born here more than sixty years ago and has here passed

the greater portion of his life, which has been one of signal- usefulness and

honor, involving the rendering of the loyal service of a true patriot, since

he went forth m defense of the nation during the war of the Rebellion, par-

ticipating in many of the most important battles of that memorable conflict.

He is now numbered among the progressive and prosperous farmers of Con-

gress township, and it is fitting that there he here entered a review of his life

history, as hehig one of the representative men of his community.

Luther H. Fulton was born October 9, 1847, farm in Congress

township, Wayne county, on which he now lives, and he is the son of Wil-

liam and Rhoda (Morris) Fulton, both of whom have passed away. The

father was a native of New York state and the mother of Ohio. The sub-

ject comes of distinguished ancestry, his great-grandfather, Robert Fulton

(born 1765, died 1815), having won immortal fame as the inventor of the

steamboat. William Fulton, having determined to try his fortunes in the

West, started for Ohio with only a horse, saddle and bridle, which his

father gave him. It was a long, tiresome and ofttimes dangerous trip, but

was made in safety. Locating in Wayne county, the courageous pioneer en-

tered land, onto which he moved and here he developed one of the fertile

farms of this section of the county. He had studied medicine and put his

knowledge to good use among the early p’oneers, many of whom were in-

debted to him for his kindly and timely ministrations, for much of which he

received no compensation. William and Rhoda Fulton were the parents of

eight children, only one of whom, the subject of this sketch, is now living,

he having been the fifth in order of birth.

Luther H. Fulton was reared under the parental rooftree and in his

youth he received a good education in the common schools of the neighbor-

hood. At the outbreak of the Civil war he gave unmistakable evidence of his

patriotic spirit by enlisting in defense of his country, being assigned to Com-

pany K, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. After seven months’

service he was transferred to Company B of the One Hundred and Four-

teenth Ohio Regiment, and still later to the Forty-eighth Regiment, with
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which command he served until he was honorably discharged at Galveston,

Texas, on May 9, 1866. At that time he was employed in guard duty while

Galveston Island was being surveyed and the bay sounded. Mr. Fulton’s

military service was replete with much arduous and dangerous duty, all of

which he discharged faithfully and with credit to himself.

Upon his discharge from military service Mr. Fulton returned to the old

home farm, which he operated for awhile for h’s father. On the death of the

latter the property changed hands several times, but eventually the subject

was enabled to acquire possession of it and has since been engaged in its cul-

tivation. The farm is most eligibly located and contains a full set of com-

modious and well-arranged buildings, while the general appearance of the

place stands in unmistakable evidence of the thrift and progressive spirit of

the owner. He here carries on general farming, raising all the crops common
to this section and he realizes a gratifying return from his labor.

On June 29, 1876, Mr. Fulton wedded Melinda M. Berry, of Jackson

township, a daughter of William and Margaret Berry, early settlers of this

section of Ohio. To this union have been born three children, William Clyde,

Pearl, deceased, and Fern R. In matters political Mr. Fulton gives his sup-

port to the Republican party, while socially he is an honored member of

Post No. 184, Grand Army of the Republic, at West Salem. He and his wife

are members of the United Brethren church, to which they give a generous

and earnest support. Throughout his entire career he has been industrious,

energetic and successful, and he has won for himself an honorable name in

agricultural circles, while at all times he has received the unbounded confi-

dence of his fellow men.

JAMES WALTER EERGUSON, M. D.

Dr. James Walter Eerguson is one of the well-known residents of Wayne
county. He has gained distinction in the line of his chosen calling, in which

he has ever been an earnest and discriminating student, and he holds a position

of due relative precedence among the medical practitioners of this section of

the Buckeye state.

Dr. Ferguson is descended from sturdy Irish ancestry, his paternal

grandfather, Walter Ferguson, having emigrated from the Emerald Isle to

America in about 1790, locating in Pennsylvania, probably in Westmoreland

county. ETe married Rebecca Paul and of their children Thomas was the

father of the subject of this sketch. He was born in Pennsylvania and in
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that .state he married Rebecca J. Patterson. They came to Wayne county.

Ohio, in about 1829, locating just north of Congress, in the township of the

same name, where the subject now lives. The father was a successful farmer

and was also a highly esteemed school teacher. During his later years he

confined his attention solely to agriculture and became the owner of two hun-

dred and eighty acres of fine land. He died in November, 1893. and was

survived two years by his widow, her death occurring in 1895. The subject’s

maternal grandfather was James Patterson, who was numbered among the

early pioneers of Ohio. Thomas and Rebecca Ferguson were strong Presby-

terians in religious faith, and were the parents of eight chihlren, of whom
six, five boys and one girl, are living.

James W. Ferguson received a common school education, which was

supplemented by attendance at the Canaan and Lodi academies. Having de-

cided to make the practice of medicine his life-work, the subject studied

under Dr. C. J. Warner of Congress, then attended a course of lectures in

Cincinnati, after which he entered the medical department of Wooster Uni-

versity, the department being at that time located in Cleveland. Ohio, and

there he graduated with the class of 1876. He then took a course of lecture-

in the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery and then took up the active

practice of his profession. He was first associated with Dr. C. J. M’arnei

for a year and a half, and then went to Lodi and other places in search of a

location to suit him, but he returned to Doctor Warner, with whom he formed

a partnership that existed for seven years. At the end of that time the Doctor

went to Canaan Center and was there engaged in the practice for seven years,

and in 1896 he came to West Salem, where he has since remained. He is

now the oldest practicing ph}'sician in this locality and is in command of a

large and remunerative patronage. The Doctor has been remarkably suc-

cessful in the handling of some difficult cases and he has a reputation as a

successful physician that e.xtends beyond the confines of his own community.

man of strong mentality and fine personal qualities, he has won a host of

warm jiersonal friends and he is popular with all classes, who esteem him' for

his sterling worth.

Doctor Ferguson is a Re])uhlican in politics, though his professional

duties preclude his taking a very active part in public afifairs. He has, how-

ever, given of his time for the public good, having served efficiently as health

officer and member of the .school board. His religious membership is with

the Freshyierian church, of which he is a generous supporter. His fraternal

relations are with the Knights of the Maccabees and the Knights and Ladies

of Security. He keeps in close touch with his ])rofessional brethren through
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his membership in the Ohio State Medical Association and the Wayne Coumv
iNledical Association, of both of which he is a valued member.

Doctor Ferguson has been married three times. He was married in

1877 Eva C. Clark, who w^as a native of Wayne county, Ohio, but at the

time of her marriage a resident of Mount Gilead, this state. To this union

two sons w-ere born, namely ; Charles Reed, of Whitney Point, New York,

and Thomas W., of Ydiitney Point. Mrs. Ferguson died in 1882 and in

1884 Doctor Ferguson wedded Anna K. Aughey, of the state of Illinois.

Her father. Rev. J. H. Aughey, was living in Mississippi at the outbreak of

the Civil war and because of his expression of Union sentiments he was

arrested, imprisoned, escaped, recaptured, sentenced to be hanged, but provi-

dentially again escaped. Later he published an account of his experiences,

under the title of “Tupelo.” To the second union of the subject one child

was born, Mary A., who is a student in Wooster University and a teacher in

the schools of West Salem. Mrs. Anna Ferguson died in 1890 and in 1892

the Doctor married Sylvia Turner. She is a helpmeet to the Doctor in the

full sense of the word and is a lady of many fine personal cjualities which

have won for her a host of loyal friends. The Doctor is a man of genial

ciisposition and kindly manner and his entry to the sick room carries with it

hope and encouragement for the patient. He is enjoying a large practice

.and is one of the most highly esteemed citizens of the community.

;

.. CAPT. LEMUEL P. JEEERIES.

Capt. I.emuel P. Jeffries, oldest son of John P. and Jane Jeffries, was

horn Tune 8, 1838, 'on the McMonigal homestead farm, near Wooster,

Ohio. His father w^as born in Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, in 1815,

and came to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1836. His grandfather w-as Mark

Jeffries, who was born in Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, in 1787. Mark

w-as a son of Richard Jeffries, born in Chester county, Pennsylvania, in 1730;

Richard was a son of Robert Jeffries, a Quaker, born in England in 1656 and

emigrated to Chester, Pennsylvania, in 1681. His grandmother, wife of

Mark Jeffries, was Rebecca Parsons, of Quaker English ancestry, born in

Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, in 1783. His mother Jane was a daugh-

ter of Andrew McMonigal and was born in Wayne county, Ohio, in 1818; her

father w^as born in 1791 near Carlisle, Pennsylvania; her grandfather, Wil-

liam McMonigal, was born in county Derry, Ireland, and emigrated to Ameri-
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ca in 1785; her mother, Sarah Glendenning, was born in county Tyrone in

1793, and came with her parents to America in 1801. His mother's parents,

the McMonigals, settled as pioneers in Wayne county, Ohio, in 1814.

In youth Lemuel Jeffries learned the newspaper printing trade with Jacob

A. Marchand. He also, when a boy, worked for Mr. Marchand, off and on,

since 1852—was press roller boy in the office, carrier of the Democrat for two

years, distributed bills as office boy, etc., and in 1856 was an editor of the

Wayne County Democrat, published in Wooster. During the war of Seces-

sion, 1861-5, he was a soldier in the Union army.

On October 9, 1862, by Rev. James Reed, at the How'ard House on West

Liberty street in Wooster, Ohio, he was united in marriage to Harriet E.

Howard, oldest daughter of Charles and Eliza (McCracken) Howard, which

union resulted in two daughters, Emily and Helen Jeffries. He was for three

years clerk of the Wayne county probate court and w^as mayor of Wooster

for five terms of two years each; first for two terms from 1883 to 1887 and

aftenvards for three successive terms from 1893 to 1899, serving a total of ten

years as mayor of Wooster, no other citizen having before served over two

terms in that office.

Lemuel Jeffries enlisted as a private at Wooster, Ohio, on April 15,

1861, under President Lincoln’s first call for troops to support the union, in

Company E, Fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which was the first

company organized in Wayne county for the war, his name being the fifteenth

on the roll of volunteers. He was discharged from such “three-months”

service, June 4, 1861, at Camp Dennison, near Cincinnati, by reason of his re-

enlistment under Lincoln’s first call for “three-years” troops, as a private in

said Company E (Captain James McMillen), Fourth Regiment Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry.

In Virginia, in August, 1861, he was promoted from private in Company
E to fifth sergeant of Company D and in October, 1861, after the death of

Colonel Andrews, he was, by Col. James Cantwell, promoted to sergeant-

major of the Fourth Regiment.

On recommendation for promotion by Col. John S. Mason, United States

:\rmy, who succeeded Colonel Cantwell, he was on Decemlier 22, i86i, com-

missioned second lieutenant by William Dennison, governor of Oliio, and

was assigned to duty in Company C ( Ca])t. Peter Crubl)) and afterwards in

Coni])any 1 ) (Ca])t. Cordon A. Stewart). He was acting adjutant of the

regiment for some time.

In September, 1862, he was promoted to first lieutenant bv Da\ id Todd,

governor of Ohio, and assigned to duty in his first Company. K. b'ourth Regi-



1138 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

ment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was honorably discharged at Fort Gaines

near Georgetown, D. C., June 7, 1863, on surgeon’s certificate of physical

disability, caused by the hardships endured in the campaigns through which

he had passed.

On recommendation of officers under whom he served and after going

before a military board at Washington and passing a favorable examination

as to soldierly qualifications, he was commissioned first lieutenant of Company
C, Twentieth Regiment ATteran Reserve Corps, February ii, 1864, by Abra-

ham Lincoln, President of the United States; and on September 8, 1864,

President Lincoln promoted him to captain of that company at Point Look-

out, Maryland. The V^eteran Reserve Corps being a branch of the United

States army, not belonging to any state troops, these commissions of lieutenant

and captain, issued by the President, had to be and were confirmed by the

Lhiited States Senate.

For a time he was an officer, captain and inspector on the staff of Gen.

Vhlliam H. Browne, of New York City, on duty in Maryland, Delaware and

District of Columbia with headquarters at Baltimore. He participated in the

following engagements in Maryland and Virginia : Middle Fork Bridge, Rich

Mountain, Mechanicsburg, Romney First, Romney Second, Blue Gap,

French’s Store. Bloomery Gap, Winchester, Cedar Creek, Woodstock, Edin-

burg, Mt. Jackson, Rood’s Hill, Stony Creek, New Market, Salem, White

Plains, Front Royal, Petersburg, Port Republic, Elvington Heights, Malvern

Hill, Harrison’s Landing, Second Bull Run, Centerville, Snicker’s Gap,

Eredericksburg, Ealmouth, Bank’s Eord, Monocacy.

He served under the following generals
: J. D. Cox, Kelley, Schleigh,

AlcClellan, Rosecrans, Benham, Lander, Shields, Nathan, Kimbal, Keyes,

Eerry, Casey, E. B. Tyler, John S. Mason, S. S. Carroll, N. P. Banks, John

C. Eremont, O. Brown, W. H. Browne, W. B. Eranklin, W. S. Hancock,

Alex. Hayes, Couch, W. E. Smith, E. V. Sumner, French, James B. Fry, A.

E. Burnside, Joe Hooker, Grant, John Gibbon, E. K. Warren, O. C. Ord,

McDowell O. O. Howard, Lew Wallace, etc.

Vhth other soldiers then in that department of the country. Captain

Jeffries at once went to Washington at the time President Lincoln was as-

sassinated by Wilkes Booth, and early in the morning of April 15, 1865, he

was in the excited and sad crowd of citizens and soldiers in front of the

house (to which the night before Lincoln had been carried unconscious from

Ford’s theater), when the President died. He was one of the many soldiers

at the funeral of Lincoln in Washington, and w'as among the guard of honor

that stood near the remains while thousands of citizens passed by taking a

“last view.’’
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A month after this, on May 23, 1865, he was among the tens of thousands

who participated in the “Last Grand Review” of the Union Army at Wash-

ington.

After this he was sent on duty into Virginia on the “Reconstruction”

service under Gen. O. O. Howard—Gen. O. Brown having charge of the state

of Virginia, with headquarters at Richmond. Captain Jeffries was stationed

at Jerusalem, Southampton county, Virginia, on the Nottaway river near the

great “Dismal Swamp” running into North Carolina.

In brief, Lemuel Jeffries served in the Union army from 1861 to 1866,

as follows : Private Company E, Fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry
;

fifth sergeant Company D, Fourth Regiment
;

first sergeant Company D,

Fourth Regiment
;
sergeant major Fourth Regiment

;
second lieutenant Com-

pany G, Fourth Regiment; second lieutenant Company D, Fourth Regiment;

acting adjutant Fourth Regiment
;
first lieutenant Company E, Fourth Regi-

ment
;

first lieutenant Company C, Twentieth Regiment Veteran Reserve

Corps
;
captain Company C, Twentieth Regiment Veteran Reserve Corps

;

captain on general’s staff; captain on “Reconstruction’’ duty in Virginia
; his

muster out of the service.

In April, 1866, he returned from Virginia to Washington, where, on

May 4, 1866, a year after the war closed, he was, as captain of Company C,

Twentieth Regiment Reserve Corps, honorably discharged from service and

returned to his home in Wooster, Ohio.

Captain Lemuel Jeffries died at his home in Wooster in the spring of

1909.

ALBERT I. HARTZLER.

Upon the roll of representative citizens and prominent and influential

agriculturists of Greene township, Wayne county, appears the name of Albert

I. Hartzler, who is also a stock man of more than local reputation, and he has

been successful in whatever he has been interested. His birth occurred in

Holmes county, this state, November 9, 1869, the son of Isaac and Sarah

(Mast) Hartzler, the former born on a farm in Greene township, this county,

October 16, 1824, and his death occurred here May 24, 1900. He was reared

to manhood in his home community and then went to Holmes county, where

he married Sarah Mast, daughter of Abraham Mast, of the last named countv,

and in 1877 he returned to Wayne county and here spent the remainder of

his busy and successful life. He was one of the prosperous farmers of this
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locality. When he returned here from Holmes county he located where his

father, John Hartzler, had settled when he came here from Pennsylvania in

an early day. Thus the name Hartzler has long been a familiar and highly

respected one in this part of Wayne county.

To Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Plartzler six children were born, namely: Cath-

erine, who became the wife of John Kreger; Jacob died in infancy; Joseph,

who married Mary Gingerich, lives in Texas; Albert L, of this review; Sarah,

wife of J. S. Yoder, of Greene township; Elias E. married Rachael Grove.

Albert I. Hartzler was born in Holmes county and in 1877 he accom-

panied his parents to Wayne county where he has continued to reside to the

present time. He was educated in the common schools, and when he reached

maturity he married xA.manda B. Burkholder, daughter of J. K. Burk-

holder, well known in Greene township where Mrs. Hartzler was reared and

where she leceived her education in the district schools.

After their marriage,, Mr. and Mrs. Hartzler settled on the old home-

stead which they now own, located in section 15, Greene township, consisting

of one hundred and sixty-three acres, which is among the richest farms of the

county. Having been a good manager, Mr. Hartzler has not worn his land out,

but on the contrary has increased its productiveness. He has a large com-

modious bank barn, and beautifully located brick house. He is an extensive

stock raiser, being a breeder of short-horn Durham cattle, many of them being

registered.

To Mr. and Mrs. Hartzler the following children have been born : Elma
M., born May 18, 1897; Nora E., born April ii, 1900; Ellis R., born

January 29, 1902; Elida, born June 27, 1904.

Mr. Hartzler is a member of the Amish Mennonite church, and is one

of the deacons of the same.

OSCAR DAVID KAUFMAN.

I he history of this excellent family goes back to a remote period in the

old Keystone state and from that day to this the many members bearing this

name have endeavored to bear aloft the worthy name of the earliest progeni-

tors in this country, thereby becoming well established and favorably known
in whatever community they have been pleased to reside. Oscar D. Kauf-

man, one of the best known of this name in Wayne county, whose present

home is at Wooster, was born at Blachleyville, this county, on October 12,
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1878, the son of Thomas J. and Susan (Urban) Kaufman, the former born

in Juniata county, Pennsylvania, in 1834 and the latter in Lancaster county,

that state, in 1847. Thomas J. Kaufman came from his Pennsylvania home

to Ohio in 1840. The earliest record of the Kaufman family that can be

definitely traced is that they were substantial citizens of Lancaster county,

Pennsylvania, in 1790. The paternal grandfather is described as a man of

sterling characteristics and of good business sagacity, and he left each of his

children a very substantial inheritance when he died. He was born in Lan-

caster county, Pennsylvania, in 1798, and he began his career in Junicta

county, that state, in the farming and stock business. Learning of tbe better

advantages to be had in Ohio, then practically undeveloped, he emigrated over-

land to Wayne county in 1840, making the journey in old-fashioned covered

wagons, and here, amid primitive conditions, he soon had a good start and

his business grew to large proportions, in raising and fattening cattle and in

the stock commission business. He became one of the influential men of his

community and his advice was often sought in various business matters. His

death occurred in 1864.

Oscar D. Kaufman had the advantages of a liberal education, passing

through the common schools and taking a special literary course in the Uni-

versity of Wooster, also graduating from the Wooster Business College. Aft-

er finishing his school work, he turned his attention to farming, and with the

exception of the year 1899, at which time he was employed by the Ashland

& Wooster Railroad Company, his time was spent on the farm. In October,

1904, he was appointed rural letter carrier from Funk, his home office, which

he served very creditably until April i, 1907, when it was discontinued and

he was ordered to report at Wooster, Ohio, where he was in charge of a route

from that office. He is a member of his county association of Rural Letter

Carriers, and has served as delegate to several of the state conventions of this

organization. He successfully passed the examination for the railway postal

service and has a high mark on the list of eligibles for that department.

Politically, Mr. Kaufman is a Republican and has always been active in

political matters, and at one time he served very faithfully as central commit-

teeman. He was elected justice of the peace in 1904, and he was twice candi-

date for county recorder, but owing to the large Democratic majority failed of

election, but made a very good race. The Kaufmans are members of the

Lake I'ork Methodist Ejiiscopal church. Mr. Kaufman l)elongs to the St.

James Club and the Taft Club. Fraternally be is a member of tbe Knights

of Maccabees, Ebenezer Lodge, No. 33. Free and Accepted Masons, Wooster
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Chapter, No. 27, Royal Arch Masons, Wooster Council, Royal and Select

Masters, and Wooster Commandery, No. 48, Knights Templar. He stands

high in Masonic circles of the state and he believes in carrying into his every-

day life the sublime precepts taught by these worthy orders.

SWEN A. SWANSON.

To a great extent the prosperity of the agricultural sections of our great

country is due to the honest industry, the sturdy perseverance and the wise

economy which so prominently characterizes the foreign element that has

entered largely into our population. By comparison with their “old country"

surroundings, these people have readily recognized the fact that in America

lie the greatest opportunities for the man of ambition and energy. And be-

cause of this many have broken the ties of home and native land and have

entered earnestly upon the task of gaining in the new world a home and com-

petence. Among this class may be mentioned Swen A. Swanson, who, by

reason of years of indefatigable labor and honest effort, not only acquired a

well-merited material prosperity, but has also richly earned the highest esteem

of all with whom he has associated.

Swen A. Swanson is a Scandinavian by birth, having been born in far-

away Sweden on the 20th of October, 1854, and is the son of Swen and

Anna (Birdson) Swanson, both also natives of that country. The father

was a soldier by profession, being a member of the standing army of Sweden.

They were the parents of five children, two sons and three daughters, all of

whom are living. Of these, the subject and a sister are the only ones who
came to the United States. The father’s death occurred in 1883 and his

widow survived him a number of years, her death occurring in 1909. They

never left their native land.

The subject was reared Iw his parents and received his education in the

common schools of his native land. He was reared to the life of a farmer

and in 1874 he emigrated to the E'nited States, locating first in New Jersey,

where for three months he was employed as an ore miner. He then took up

railroad work, in which he was engaged in a number of states for several

years. However, he could not overcome his longing for the free outdoor life

of the farm and the stimulating odor of the fresh soil, and in 1881 he came to

Wayne county and for a number of years he was engaged in the cultivation

of rented land. He was energetic, enterprising and economical and in 1902
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he was enabled to purchase a farm of one hundred acres in Congress town-

ship, in the cultivation of which he has since been employed. He has made a

number of permanent and substantial improvements on this property and has

maintained it at the highest standard of excellence. He here carries on a

diversified system of farming, raising all the crops common to this section of

the country, and in connection with his farming operations he gives some

attention to the raising of livestock, in which also he has been successful.

During 1910 Mr. Swanson bought an attractive home in the t|uiet village of

Pleasant Home, where he will reside, laying aside the major part of the work

which has characterized his active years.

In politics Mr. Swanson gives his support to the Republican party and

takes a live and commendable interest in local public affairs, though he is not

in any sense a seeker after public office or preferment. In religion he and his

wife are members of the United Brethren church, and in their daily lives

they exemplify the religion which they profess. Fraternall3^ he is a member

of the Grange.

On the 15th of February, 1883, Mr. Swanson was united in marriage

with Maria Swinehart, a native of Pennsylvania and a daughter of Josiah ami

Martha Swinehart. This union has been a most happy and congenial one and

has been blessed in the birth of four children, namely: Edna, Alice (the wife

of Vern Kime), Irwin and Elmer. Mr. Swanson’s business methods have

ever been commendable and have gained for him the high regard of all with

whom he has been associated. By persistent energy, sound judgment and

keen foresight he has succeeded in his chosen line of endeavor and is now the

owner of one of the valuable farms of Congress township.

BENJAMIN GERIG.

One of Greene township’s worthy and highly respected citizens is the

above named. Rev. Benjamin Gerig, a man who is nobly performing his

work as a minister of the Gospel, always willing and zealous to do his part

in furthering the movements instituted here that will benefit his fellowmen in

any way. He was born in Erance in 1842, the youngest son of Jacob and

Elizabeth (Zimmerman) Gerig. The former spent his life in agricultural

])ursuits and they were members of the .\mish Mennonite church. Neither

he nor his wife ever came to America. They were the ])areuts of thirteen

children. After the parents had died, which occurred while the subi'cct of this
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sketch was yet young, and being among strangers, his school work being com-
)

pleted, which consisted of French and German, receiving a fairly good ednca-
,

tion, which has since been supplemented by wide reading and home study;

and since the French government at that time required of every male citizen

to sene in active military service for seven years and this not being in har-

monv with his religious belief, and there seemed to be greater opportunities

in the New \\"orld, he emigrated to America in i860, at the age of seventeen

vears, following a former brother, who came for the same reason in 1856.

Mr. Gerig married Lydia Schrock in 1862. She was born on the farm where

thev now reside, and was a daughter of Peter and Catharine (Burkholder)

Schrock, who emigrated to America from Switzerland in 1817. After

their marriage they began farming as an occupation, and were successful in

their work, in a general way improving their farms in fertility, buildings, etc.

To Mr. and Mrs. Gerig ten children were born, as follows : Caroline,

Jacob, Seth, Emma, John, Catharine, Daniel, Christian, Lydia and Fanny.

These all grew up to manhood and womanhood and most of them are mar-

ried and are living in the community. Caroline, the oldest, died in 1898.

Benjamin Gerig was ordained to the ministry in the Amish Mennonite

church in 1894 and in 1895 to the important office of bishop and is serving the

church in this capacity at the present time. His charge is Oak Grove and

Pleasant Hill, doing occasionally evangelistic work outside of his own charge.

He visited most of the above named congregations throughout the United

States and Canada. He is well and favorably known by all classes, whom he

desires to serve to the best of his ability in every way possible.

JAMES T. STITT.

Among the honored veterans of the war of the Rebellion is numbered

Mr. Stitt, who accorded to his country the loyal and patriotic service of a

true son of the republic, and whose life has been such as to commend him to

the respect and good will of his fellow men. He is one of the enterprising and

successful farmers of Franklin township, Wayne county, Ohio, and is a citizen

of splendid personal qualities. His public-spiritedness and interest in the

general welfare of the community has commended him to the favorable esti-

mation of his fellow men and today he enjoys an enviable reputation in the

township.

James T. Stitt is a native son of the Buckeye state, having been born in

J
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Belmont county on February 22, 1839, the son of Robert and Eliza (Tem-

pleton) Stitt. In the spring of 1849, family came to Wayne county and

bought land in section 27, Franklin township, the tract comprising one hun-

dred and sixty acres. To the task of clearing and improving this land the

members of the family at once applied themselves and they succeeded in cre-

ating one of the choice and productive farms of the locality. The log house

was built which did service until a substantial frame house was erected, and

this first log house is still standing in excellent condition. Robert Stitt died

in i860, at the age of fifty-one years, while his widow survived him more than

a quarter of a century, her death occurring in 1887, at which time she was

seventy-three years old. She was a native of Franklin county, Pennsylvania,

and was of sturdy Scotch-Irish descent, while her husband was born near

Mount Pleasant, Jefferson county, Ohio. He was a Democrat in his polit-

ical faith during his earlier years, but subsequently he allied himself with the

Republican party, whose tickets he afterwards supported. He took a live and

commendable interest in local public affairs and rendered appreciated service

as trustee of his township. Originally they were members of the Reformed

Presbyterian church, but in 1858 they severed their relations with that body

and joined the Associate United Presbyterians. Robert and Eliza Stitt were

the parents of the following children
:
John, who. during the Civil war, was a

member of Company C, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, hold-

ing the rank of corporal and sergeant, was in the siege of Vicksburg, and died

soon after that event; James T., the immediate subject of this sketch; Wil-

liam, who now resides at Grand Island, Nebraska, was a soldier in Compau}'

C, Sixteenth Ohio Regiment; Alexander, deceased, was a member of the same

command and his death occurred three months after his enlistment, at Camp
Denison; Robert T. was a member of Company A, One Hundred and Twen-

tieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, died in hospital at Cairo, Illinois,

while on a furlough, and is buried at Wooster; Joseph H., deceased; Mary J.,

deceased, was the wife of Rev. J. H. Turnbull, who also is deceased
;
Lucy J.,

the wife of B. F. Wallace, of Bloomington, Wayne township; Eliza is the

wife of W. C. Cummings, of North Wooster; Margaret, of this township.

The subject was ten years of age when he accompanied the family on

their removal to Wayne county. He was given the advantage of attendance

on the common schools and the pulilic schools of Wooster. He received a

good education and taught school with marked success for ten consecutive

years during the winter months. He then engaged exclusively in farming, to

which line of effort he has since confined his attention. In May, 1864. Mr.

Stitt evinced his jiatriotism by enlisting for the defense of his country, join-
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ing Company C, One Hundred and Sixty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer

Infantry. He was appointed sergeant, and his command was assigned to

the Army of the Potomac, the subject being stationed during the greater part

of the time at Washington. He was honorably discharged from the service

at Cleveland, Ohio, in September of the same year and at once returned home.

Since then he has been continuously engaged in the tilling of the soil, and

has achieved a marked success in this line. He is the owner of a splendid

farm of one hundred and twenty-nine acres, all the improvements of which

have been made by himself. The land is very fertile and under the careful

and discriminating care of Mr. Stitt it has been made to return splendid re-

sults. Mr. Stitt is progressive in his methods and ideas and nothing is left

undone to keep the place up to the highest standard of excellence.

Mr. Stitt was married to Mary Taggart, a native of Franklin township

and the daughter of William and Lydia M. Taggart. To this union have

been born two children, Robert W. and William T., both of whom are at

home. Politically, Mr. Stitt is an ardent advocate of Republican principles

and has taken an active part in local campaigns, though he has never been per-

suaded to seek public office for himself. His religious affiliation is with the

United Presbyterian church at Wooster, of which he is an earnest and lib-

eral supporter. Mr. Stitt has witnessed many changes in conditions in Wayne
county since his boyhood days and can relate many interesting reminiscences

of those days. He is, despite his years, as alert mentally as ever and takes

a keen interest in the trend of passing events. His sterling qualities of char-

acter, his indomitable industry and his genial manners have won for him a

host of warm personal friends throughout the community in Avhich he lives

and he is eminently entitled to representation in a work of this character.

HARVEY LINDSEY.

Though no land is richer in opportunities or offers greater advan-

tages to its citizens than America, success is not to be obtained through desire,

but must be persistently sought. In America “labor is king,” and the man
who resolutely sets to work to accomplish a given purpose is certain of suc-

cess if he has but the qualities of perseverance, untiring energy and practical

common sense. Harvey Lindsey is one whose career excites the admiration

and gains the respect of all, for through his diligence and persistent purpose

he has won a high place in agricultural circles in Wayne county, where he has

made his home for more than two score of years.
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Mr. Lindsey is a native son of the old Keystone state, having been born

in Crawford county, Pennsylvania, on the 27th day of i\fay, 1849. His par-

ents were Alexander and Eleanor (Taylor) Lindsey, the former a native of

Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio. The subject's paternal grandparents

were of Irish descent on the male line and old New England Yankee stock on

the female side, the combination of these two nationalities usually being one

of peculiar force and power. Alexander Lindsey was a farmer by occupa-

tion and a shoemaker by trade and was most highly esteemed in the commun-

ity where he lived. He enjoyed good health during his life 'and lived to the

advanced age of eighty-five years, he having died within forty rods of where

he first saw the light of day. He was twice married. By his first marriage

he became the father of two children, both of whom are deceased, and by his

second union he had eight children, all of whom are living. He lived a quiet

and unostentatious life, but enjoyed a large circle of warm personal friends,

who esteemed him for his personal worth.

Harvey Lindsey, the immediate subject of this sketch, attended the com-

mon schools of Pennsylvania and also secured some school training after

coming to Ohio. In 1866 he became a citizen of the Buckeye state and has

followed the pursuit of agriculture almost continuously since coming here.

For a score of years after coming to this state he farmed on rented land, oc-

cupying a number of different farms from time to time, and in 1886 he moved

to the state of Kansas, in the hopes of finding a place to suit him. After two

years residence there, however, he came to the conclusion that Ohio possessed

advantages equal to anywhere else and he returned here and soon afterwards

bought a farm of sixty-two acres, to the operation of which he immediately

applied himself. He was enterprising in his methods and indefatigable in

his industry, as well as wise in his economy, so that in due time he was en-

abled to add to his original possession until today he is the owner of a fine

and fertile farm of one hundred and two acres, comprising one of the choice

farms of this section of Wayne county, Mr. Lindsey has made a number of

permanent and substantial improvements on the place, including several well

built and conveniently arranged buildings. The farm is well fenced and due

attention is gi\-en to the proper rotation of crops and other elements which

contribute to the successful prosecution of agriculture, so that he has been

enabled to realize a gratifying return for the labor he has bestowed. In addi-

tion to the prosecution of general farming, he has also given considerable

attention to the breeding and raising of livestock, the Ohio Impro\’ed Chester

breed of hogs being his specialty. In this line he has achieved a distinctive

success, some very fine animals having been raised by him.

In politics Mr. Lindsey has ever rendered a stanch allegiance to the Re-
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publican party and has given proper attention to public affairs, as far as the

exercise of his right of franchise, but he has been too busy with his own busi-

ness affairs to seek office or public preferment. In religion, Mr. and Mrs.

Lindsey are consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which

they take an active part, at the same time giving their unreserved support to

every movement having for its object the betterment of the community in any

way. During the Civil war, Mr. Lindsey offered his services to the govern-

ment, but because of his youth he was not permitted to enlist.

Mr. Lindsey has been married three times. On the loth of March,

1870, he married Susan Chasey, a native of Wayne county, and a daughter

of Jacob Sechrist, and to this union were born three children, Mary, Effie and

Charles. INIrs. Susan Lindsey died on December 6, 1894, and on the loth of

September, 1896, Mr. Lindsey wedded Cynthia Clouse, who was born in

Wayne county August 15, 1856. Her parents dying when she was but a

child, she was reared to womanhood by an aunt, Mary Clouse. By his sec-

ond union Mr. Lindsey became the father of two children, Ruth and Fay.

The mother of these children died on August ii, 1903, and on the 29th of

iMarch, 1906, Mr. Lindsey married Mary C. Stahl, of Cleveland, Ohio, to

whom no children have been born. Mrs. Lindsey was born February 24,

1861. in Medina county, this state, and is the daughter of William and Mary

Matilda (Hagans) Stahl. Her father was a native of Schuylkill county,

Pennsylvania, and her mother of Congress township, Wayne county, Ohio,

the former being a carpenter by trade, but a farmer by occupation after his

marriage. Mrs. Mary M. Stahl died December 31, 1872. She was the

mother of seven children, four of whom are now living. By a subsequent

marriage Mr. Stahl became the father of five children, three sons and two

daughters, one daughter being deceased. The father’s death occurred on

December 7, 1890.

During all the years of his residence in Wayne county Mr. Lindsey has

given his support to measures for the general welfare and has been accounted

one of the most progressive and practical farmers in his section of the county.

Careful management, good business ability and honesty in trade transactions

have brought to him the high degree of success which he now enjoys.

BENJAMIN H. SMITH.

One of the most straightforward, energetic and successful agriculturists

of Wayne county is Benjamin H. Smith. He is public-spirited and thorough-

ly interested in whatever tends to promote the moral, intellectual and material
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welfare of his locality, and for many years he has been numbered among its

most valued and honored citizens.

Benjamin H. Smith was born in Lehigh county. Pennsylvania, on the

29th of September, 1857, and is a son of Henry L. and Sarah A. Beisel. On
the paternal side the subject is descended from English ancestry and on the

maternal side the line is traced to German antecedents. Both families were

early and prominent pioneers of Lehigh county, the subject's paternal grand-

parents having emigrated to that locality from England, while his maternal

grandparents were former residents of New York state. Henry and Sarah

Smith were married in Pennsylvania and about two years after the birth of

the subject of this sketch they came to Ohio, locating in Wayne county. The

father was a millwright and machinist by profession and he has worked at

these lines practically all his life. Both of these parents are still living,

though the father is now retired from actii’e labor. In politics he is a Demo-

crat, though he has never been an office-holder, nor has he had any desire

for public preferment of any nature. During the Civil war Henry L. Smith

enlisted in Company B, One Hundred and Sixty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry, with which command he served about five months. This regi-

ment was sent to Washington to assist in the defense of the nation's capital,

but was not sent to the front. Mr. Smith has long occupied an enviable

position in the estimation of his fellow citizens, his sterling qualities of char-

acter winning for him the sincere respect of all who know him.

Benjamin H. Smith received his elementary education in the district

schools, supplementing this by attendance at the Northwestern Normal Uni-

versity, at Ada, where he took a full business course. He learned the trade

of a carpenter and machinist and was steadily employed along these lines

until 1897, w'hen he purchased the splendid farm which he now occupies

and which he has since engaged in operating. The farm comprises one hun-

dred and twenty acres and is eligibly located in Congress and Chester town-

ships. On this place Mr. Smith has made many \’alualile and permanent

improvements, including the erection of commodious and well-arranged build-

ings and the laying of about five miles of tiling, besides many minor inqiroi'e-

ments, all of which have tended to appreciate the value of the place, which is

today considered one of the best farms in the locality. Here Mr. Smitli con-

ducts general farming, raising all the crops common to the section of count rv

in which he lives, and in connection therewith he gi\-es consideralile attention

to the breeding and raising of live-stock, in which he has been \-ery success-

ful. He is progressix'e and enterprising in his methods and has achieved a

distinctive success in his undertaking. He is now taking life a little easier
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than during his younger years, leaving most of the active labor of the farm to

younger men, but still maintains a personal supervision over the general opera-

tions conducted on the place.

In matters political, Mr. Smith has always given his support to the Demo-

cratic party and has taken a deep interest in local public affairs, having held

several township offices in Congress and Chester townships, including those

of constable, school superintendent and assessor. In all these positions he

discharged his official duties to the full satisfaction of his fellow citizens.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith are earnest and faithful members of the Presbyterian

church, in the workings of which they take a deep interest and to which they

give a generous support, being numbered among the leading members of the

society.

On the 8th of January, 1880, Mr. Smith w'as united in marriage to Sarah

L. Howey, a native of Wayne county and a daughter of John and Nancy

Howey, early settlers of Wayne county. Mrs. Smith’s paternal grandfather,

George Howey, was one of the pioneers of this township and was a man
prominent in the public affairs of the township in its formation period. To
Mr. and Mrs. Smith has been born one son, George, who is now' married, his

wdfe’s maiden name having been Ida Billheimer.

That Mr. Smith has lived and labored to goodly ends is clearly indicated

in the position which he holds in the confidence and regard of his fellow' men
and in the success wffiich has crowmed his efforts in the great basic art of agri-

culture. He is a business man of much more than ordinary ability, and his

unremitting toil and close attention to business throughout his active career

have been the means of wdnning for him the comfortable competence w'hich

today is his. He is a man of genial disposition and kindly manners, and

these Cjualities, together with his well-recognized sterling worth, have won for

him the friendship of all wffio know him.

HENRY COFFMAN.

Among the prominent and successful citizens of Wayne county, Ohio,

must be mentioned Henry Coffman, who is a prosperous farmer and respected

and useful member of society. His valuable estate, which is located in Frank-

lin township, attracts attention and favorable comment, not only on account

of the evidences of agricultural superiority, but also by reason of its attract-

iveness and its air of generous comfort.



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. II5I

Pennsylvania is the native state of the subject of this sketch, he having

been born in Bedford county, that state, on the 23d of May, 1836. He is a

son of Peter and Catherine Coffman, who also were natives of Bedford

county, Pennsylvania, the paternal grandfather, Henry Coffman, having been

a native of Germany. In the fall of 1846, when the subject was about eleven

years of age, the family came to Wayne county, Ohio, locating first at Woos-

ter. In the spring of the following year they moved onto the Goodman farm,

where they remained as renters four years, later hecomhig renters of the

Jefferson farm, where they continued until 1854. They were members of

the Lutheran church and their remains are buried in the Oak Grove cemetery.

They were the parents of the following children: John, deceased; William,

deceased; Michael, of Franklin township; Elizabeth, who married a Mr.

Bartram; Kate, who married a Mr. Miller and resides near Shreve, this

county; Henry, the immediate subject of this sketch. The parents of these

children were worthy persons and enjoyed an enviable standing in the com-

munity in which they lived. The father was a Democrat in his political

views, but did not take an active part in local public affairs, his own business

interests absorbing all his time and attention. He was a public-spirited man,

however, and gave a cordial support to every movement which promised to

benefit the community.

Henry Coffman was reared under the parental roof and secured a fair

education in the district schools of the neighborhood. Owing to financial

circumstances in which the family was placed, he had to start out for him-

self early in life and consequently his educational advantages were somewhat

limited. At the age of nineteen years he apprenticed himself to learn the

carpenter’s trade, and he was employed at this vocation during the following

fourteen years, or until the time of his marriage. He had been a hard

worker and a wise economizer and at this time found himself in a position to

invest in business. He wisely decided on agriculture and bought one hun-

dred and thirty-two acres of land. The land was at that time practically cov-

ered with timber and but little improvement of any kind had been made on

the place. Mr. Coffman, however, went energetically to work and in a few

years he had developed the place into one of the choice farms of the town-

ship. The buildings which he erected are all neat, commodious and well

arranged and he is well equipped in the way of up-to-date machinery for the

successful prosecution of h’s work. He is considered one of the progressive

and practical farmers of the community.

In 1869 Mr. Coffman was united in marriage to Lox’enia Pitts, a native

of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, where her parents died. To the subject
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and his wife the following children have been born: Charles W., who re-

mains with his parents; Nettie was the wife of James A. Moore, deceased;

Jennetta, who is the wife of a Mr. Frane, of Wooster township; George, of

Franklin township; Emma, who is the wife of Sherman Ware, of Crestline,

Ohio; John FI., who remains on the home farm.

Religiously, Mr. and Mrs. Coffman are faithful and consistent members

of the Lutheran church, to which they give liberally of their means. In mat-

ters political Mr. Coffman has always given his support to the Democratic

ticket and has rendered his party effective service in campaign times, but he

has never sought office or public preferment for himself. Throughout his

ent’re business career Mr. Coffman has been industrious, energetic and suc-

cessful, and he has won for himself an honorable name in agricultural cir-

cles, while at all times he has received the unbounded confidence of his fel-

low men.

HOWARD CROSBY.

One great exemplification of the fact that wealth attends upon industry

and that comfort is a close follower in the wake of thrift is shown in the life

career of the subject of this sketch. Howard Crosby, who is the owner of

a fine and fertile farm of one hundred and sixty-five acres in section lo,

Saltcreek township, Wayne county, Ohio, was born on the place where he

now lives and on which he has passed practically his entire life. His paternal

grandfather, James Crosby, was a native of Pennsylvania and in that state

was employed as a teamster between Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. He came

to Ohio in a very early day and entered the farm where the subject now lives

and here he followed the pursuit of agriculture all his remaining days, clear-

ing the land and making many improvements on the same. His son, John

Crosby, the subject’s father, was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania,

August 6, 1820, and came to Wayne county, Ohio, with his parents in 1840.

He was reared to the life of a farmer and followed that calling all his active

years, his death occurring in 1907. He was a great worker and was consid-

ered a very successful man in his day. He was not much of a mixer in public

affairs, but gave to his township efficient service as trustee. During the Civil

war he entered the military service and was sent to Washington, but saw but

little service. In politics he was first a Republican, but later gave his sup-

port to the Prohibition party. He was for many years a member of the Pres-

byterian church at Fredericksburg and served as elder for the long period of
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forty-six years, being one of the most active members of that society. He
married Caroline Hamaker, who was born at Fredericksburg, her mother be-

ing a native of Canada, while her father was born in Germany. The latter

was a successful and well-known miller at Fredericksburg and was injured

in the mill so seriously that his death ensued before he could be moved to his

home. John and Caroline Crosby became the parents of two children, the sub-

ject of this sketch and a brother, Lincoln Chase, who died at the age of two

years. Mrs. Crosby died December 10, 1899. These parents were well known

throughout the community and enjoyed the unbounded confidence and esteem

of all who knew them.

Howard Crosby first saw the light of day on the 24th of September, 1857,

and was reared under the parental roof. He secured a good education, at-

tending the township schools during his early years, afterwards spending two

years in the schools of Fredericksburg, finishing with two years in \^/iooster

University. He has all his life been a close reader of the best literature and

is considered a well informed man. He assisted his father in the operation

of the farm and on the retirement of the latter he assumed its management

and is now the owner and giving to it his entire attention. He is enterprising

and methodical in his work and maintains the place at a high standard of ex-

cellence. The place comprises one hundred and seventy-five acres, about thirty

of which is timber land, the balance being devoted to cultivation. Mr. Crosby

carries on general farming, raising all the crops common to this section, and

formerly operated a dairy business, keeping a herd of pure-bred Jersey cattle,

but, because of ill health, he relinquished this line of business some time ago.

Mr. Crosby is a mechanic of much natural ability and has a workshop on his

farm fitted up with machinery of different kinds, which he puts to good use

in the making of furniture and other household conveniences. The machin-

ery is run by a gasoline engine and in this shop Mr. Crosby derives much
pleasure. He has within the past few years built a splendid modern residence

on his farm, furnished with many up-to-date conveniences, including a com-

plete acetylene lighting plant. It is one of the fine homes of the community

and is the center of a large social circle who here enjoy the refined hospitality

which is ever there in evidence.

On the 17th of June, 1879, Mr. Crosby was united in marriage to Mary
Tsabell McBride, a daughter of John and Susana (Nelson) McBride, both of

whom were natives of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Crosby was
born in Lowellville, Ohio, April 12, 1857, and at the age of two years ac-

companied the family on their removal back to Pennsylvania. M'hen she was
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eighteen years old she located in Crestline, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Crosby are

members of the Presbyterian church, at Apple Creek, to which they give an

earnest and liberal support. Because of their sterling qualities of character

they are held in high esteem throughout the community.

AMOS BRINKERHOFF.

As a nature son of Wayne county and a representative of one of her

prominent families, Mr. Brinkerhoff is eminently entitled to representation

in a compilation which has to do with those who have been instrumental in

the upbuilding of this section of the commonwealth, while such is his personal

honor and integrity of character and such his standing as one of the success-

ful and progressive farmers of the county that this consideration is all the

more compatible.

Amos Brinkerhoff was horn in Congress township, Wayne county, Ohio,

on the nth of February, 1846, and is the son of James and Elizabeth (Ew-

ing) Brinkerhoff. the former a native of Cumberland county, Pennsylvania,

horn October ii, 1817, and the latter horn March 30, 1825, in Congress

township, Wayne county, Ohio. The subject’s paternal grandfather, Dan-

iel Brinkerhoff, was born March 14, 1780, in Cumberland county, Pennsyl-

vania, and he marr’ed Rebecca Frazier, who was born June 15, 1783. They

were married in 1809, and his death occurred in 1848; she died in 1881.

Daniel Brinkerhoff came to Wayne county, Ohio, settling first in Wayne
township, but a short time afterwards he bought the place of one hundred

and sixty acres in Congress township on which the subject of this sketch now

lives. The place was densely covered with the primeval forest growth and

Mr. Brinkerhoff entered at once onto the task of clearing this and putting it

under cultivation. A log cabin was erected where the present residence stands

and a happy and comfortable home was established. Here the subject’s

father, James Brinkerhoff, labored hi the laborious work of the first few years

and he spent the remainder of his life here. James and Elizabeth Brinker-

hoff became the parents of the following children : Amos, born February

II, 1846; Rebecca, born January 14, 1848, the wife of Jonathan Fetzer,

of Chester township; Elizabeth Jane, born March 30, 1850, died December

15, 1854; William, born September 7, 1854, living in Canaan township;

Martha, born January 3, 1856, married John Winters, of Wooster; Ira, born

June 29, 1858, lives on the home place; Anna, born May 22, i860, died
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March 9, 1892, was the wife of William Barnard, of Congress township;

James, born July 30, 1864, liYes in Canaan township; Minnie Ellen, born

August 7, 1867, died in infancy. Janies Brinkerhoff, Sr., was a stanch

Democrat in politics and in religion he gave his support to the Presbyterian

church. The subject’s maternal grandfather, William Ewing, was one of the

very earliest residents of Canaan township and his brother Simon was the

first white male child born in the township, 1817.

Amos Brinkerhoff was born in Congress township, Wayne county, Ohio,

on the nth of Eebruary, 1846, and was reared under the parental roof. Be-

ing the eldest son, he was compelled to early take a hand in the cultivation

of the farm and consequently had but little opportunity for securing an edu-

cation. He remained with his father until he was twenty-one years old,

when he married and moved onto one of his father’s farms in Chester town-

ship, where he remained for two years. At the end of that time he moved

onto another of his father’s famis in Canaan township, where he remained

for a time. His father then gave him a small piece of land in Canaan town-

ship, on which he located and in the operation of this place he was emi-

nently successful, so that eventually he was enabled from time to time to

buy adjoining land until today he is the owner of sixty-three acres. He has

been careful and painstaking in the handling of this land, paying proper at-

tention to the rotation of crops and other features of successful agriculture,

and he has made a number of permanent and substantial improvements on the

same, maintaining the property at a high state of excellence. He is progres-

sive in his methods and is known as one of the enterprising farmers of the

township.

Mr. Brinkerhoff was married to Mary Crater, a native of Stark county,

Ohio, and a daughter of Peter and Sarah (Weaver) Crater, the former born

in Germany in 1819 and the latter born in Stark county, Ohio, in 1826. To

the subject and his wife the following children have been born : Daniel, born

January i, 1861; Clara, born August 13, 1870, is the wife of Prank Sells;

Anna, born February 17, 1872, is the wife of George Garver; Mary, born

April 14, 1874, is the wife of Prank P. Barnes; Thomas, born October 27,

1876, is a successful farmer in Canaan tonwship; Rose, born December 31,

1878, is the wife of Jacob Clark, of Ashland; Jesse, born October 27, ]88o;

Wettie, born March ii, 1884; Clarence, born February 4, 1887; Glenn, born

March 10, 1891.

In politics Mr. Brinkerhoff is inclined to be independent, believing that

the per.sonal fitness of the candidates should be the question of paramount im-

portance, especially in local elections. During a long and industrious career
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Mr. Brinkerhofif has not only gained a strong position by the ability with

which he has managed his business, but as a man of force of character, up-

right and honest in his dealings with his fellow citizens, and as a kind hus-

band and devoted and careful father, he has gained the esteem of all who

know him.

LEVI BUCHER.

Most consistently may we enter memoir in this work to one who stood

as one of the honored citizens and successful agriculturists of Wayne county

during the years of an active and useful life, winning the regard of men by

his sterling attributes of character and attaining success through the me-

dium of his own ability and efforts. Mr. Bucher passed to his reward on the

2d of May, 1906, and in his death Saltcreek township was deprived of one

of its most worthy and honored citizens and one whose life was such as to

offer both lesson and incentive to all who came in touch therewith. He was

entitled to additional regard from the fact that in the dark and troublous

days of national peril in the early sixties, he gave distinctive evidence of his

patriotism by enlisting in the defense of Old Glory, and such was the service

he rendered that he ever afterwards was a sufferer from wounds received in

battle. He was one of that host of brave sons of the North who offered their

lives if need be to preserve the integrity of the Union and to them the coun-

try is under a debt of gratitude which it can never repay. In centuries yet

to be posterity will commemorate their bravery in fitting eulogy and tell of

their courage in story and song.

Levi Bucher was born in Portage county, Ohio, on the nth of May.

1846. Because of the extreme reticence which he always observed as to him-

self, nothing is known of his early life, to the age of seventeen years, at

which age he enlisted for service in the Civil war. He was reared by a man
named Enoch Wolford, who lived near Dalton, Wayne county, Ohio, and

must have attended school during his youth, as he was a man of considerable

culture and mental attainments, being always a close reader and a very intel-

ligent and interesting conversationalist when he chose to talk. He enlisted

in the One Hundred and Twentieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry for

three years or as long as the war should last, but he received an honorable

discharge in 1864, it is supposed because of disability from wounds. Lie was

several times wounded and from the effects of one of his injuries, a gunshot

wound, he suffered all the rest of his days until his sudden death in 1906.
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He was a brave and fearless soldier and enjoyed the confidence and regard of

his commanding officers.

After returning from the army, Mr. Bucher took up the vocation of

farmer, in which line he had been reared, and he carried this on with con-

siderable success until failing health compelled him to desist from active

labor, and for some time before his death he was unable to do anything

except the lightest work. The farm, which is eligibly located in section 16,

Saltcreek township, is a fine and fertile tract of land and has always been main-

tained at the highest standard of excellence. The house and other farm build-

ings are well built and convenient in arrangement and attractive in appear-

ance, and reflect the good taste and sound judgment of him who built them.

Mr. Bucher was an earnest member of the Presbyterian church, to which

Mrs. Bucher also belongs, their membership being with the church at Fred-

ericksburg, to which Mrs. Bucher has belonged for thirty-seven years. So-

cially, Mr. Bucher was a member of the Fredericksburg Post, Grand Army
of the Republic.

On August I, 1873, in Holmesville, Holmes county, Ohio, Mr. Bucher

wedded Samantha Horner, who was born June ii, 1852, in Saltcreek town-

ship, Holmes county, Ohio, the daughter of Charles C. and Margaret (Tuttle)

Horner. Charles Horner was also born in Saltcreek township. Holmes coun-

ty, and his wife was born in Newville, Ohio. They were numbered among
the early settlers of this part of the state and were well-known and prominent

people, owning large farming interests. To Levi and Samantha Bucher were

born the following children, eight in number: Mary and Nanny, twins, born

April 3, 1874, both died in infancy; John, born March 28, 1873,

married Flora B. Phillips, who was born in Saltcreek township, Wayne coun-

ty, a daughter of Jonathan Phillips, an early and prominent settler; they had

one child which died in infancy; John is a farmer by vocation and now op-

erates the home farm for his mother, with whom he and his wife now live;

one died in infancy September 27, 1879; Harry, born July 3, 1882, is un-

married and makes his home with his mother; Lee, born May 13, 1885, sin-

gle and at home; Robert, born October 3, 1887, died at the age of fifteen

months; Sarah, born September 14, 1891, died in infancy.

Mr. Bucher gave his support to the Republican party, though he was

never an aspirant for public office of any nature. His sons, likewise, with the

exception of Lee, give their support to the same party. In every relation

of life he was true to his trusts and his memory is held sacred by those who
knew him.
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Mrs. Bucher, who still maintains her home on the farm, is a woman of

rare personal qualities and was to her late husband a helpmeet in the truest

sense of the word. She is widely known in this section and enjoys the warm
regard and esteem of all who know her.

JOHN WILLIAM TAGGERT.

One of the most Yaluable and most highly improved farms in Wayne
county is that owned by the gentleman whose name initiates this article and

who is recognized as one of the representative citizens of the county, where

he has passed practically his entire life, the family having been one of prom-

inence in the community from the early pioneer epoch to the present time.

He has been a man of public spirit and progressiveness and has always been

found on the right side of every moral issue, his influence being felt as a

definite factor in the community when movements for the public good are

involved.

John AV. Taggert, who owned and operated a fine farm in Franklin

township, until 1910, when he sold, had lived on this place from the time he

first saw the light of day, June 23, 1841. He is a son of AA^illiam and Lydia

(McAllister) Taggert, the former of whom was born in Ireland. He was

reared and educated in his native land and at the age of twenty-one years

came to the United States, and was thereafter employed for a number of

years in the United States mint at Philadelphia. He was a member of a

noted military organization known as the Independent Blues at the time the

Marquis de Lafayette paid his celebrated visit to this country. He and hA

brother Robert came to Ohio and here they started the first brewery, but

were not long engaged in that business. He then moved onto the farm which

he had purchased prior to his business venture. He was also interested in a

dry goods store with his brother, but his efforts were mainly confined to his

agricultural operations, in which he was successful. He married Lydia Mc-

Allister, Avho was a native of Pennsylvania and a daughter of Hugh McAl-

lister, whose death occurred in that, his native state. AA^illiam and Lydia

Taggert were the parents of three children, John W., the subject of this

sketch, Mary, the wife of James T. Stitt, and Martha, who makes her home

with her sister. William and Lydia Taggert died and were buried at Woos-

ter. They were a worthy and highly respected couple and stood high in the

community, being favorably remembered at this time by many who knew

them.
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The subject of this sketch was reared under the parental roof and re-

mained with h’s parents until his father’s death, at which time he was twelve

years old. He bought a portion of the home place and was engaged in the

operation of the same until he sold in 1910, when he moved to Wooster. He
has made improvements on the place and constantly maintained it at the high-

est standard of excellence. It is a fertile and productive farm and under the

intelligent direction of the subject it has been made to yield gratifying re-

turns for the labor bestowed. Mr. Taggert is an up-to-date and progressive

agriculturist, keeping closely in touch with advanced ideas 'and methods and

he enjoys a splendid reputation among his fellow tillers of the soil.

In 1864 Mr. Taggert was united in marriage to Nancy A. Hughes,

whose death occurred in 1907. This union resulted in the birth of three chil-

dren, namely : Cary, of near Greeley, Colorado
;
Bert, who is employed in

the refining department of the United States mint at Denver, Colorado, and

Harry, an undertaker at Grand Junction, Colorado.

On February 28, 1910, Mr. Taggert married Mary Boyd. The family

reside in a pleasant home at No. 3 East Henry street, Wooster.

During the Civil war Mr. Taggart ga\e unmistakable e\idence of his

love of country by enlisting in the one-hundred-day service, joining Company

C, One Hundred and Sixty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Be-

cause of this service he became a member of Given Post, Grand Army of

the Republic, but be has received a discharge from that order and is no longer

affiliated. In politics he has ever been a stanch Republican, in the success of

which he has taken a live interest, but he has never held office of any

nature. The subject has earned for himself an enviable reputation as a

careful and progressive agriculturist, always known for bis prompt and hon-

orable methods of dealing, and thus he has the unbounded confidence of his

fellow men.

WILLIAM HENRY WIDER.

W. H. Wiler, a well known citizen of Plain township, Wayne county,

was born in Wooster township, Wayne county, in 1855, the son of Philip and

Elizabeth (Weirick) Wuler, both natives of Lancaster county. Pennsylvania.

The subject’s paternal grandparents spent their lives in Pennsylvania, and his

maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Weirick, were also natives of the

Key.stone state, who came to Wayne county in an early day. In the early

forties Philip Weiler came to Wayne county. Ohio, and settled in W’ooster
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township. He became prosperous here, at one time owning three hundred

acres of good land, which he cleared and improved; however, he retired sev-

eral years prior to his death and lived in Wooster where he had the esteem

of all who knew him. He was a strict Lutheran.

John Wiler, brother of W. H. Wiler, was a soldier in the Civil war, a

member of Company C, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

W. H. Wiler was educated in the common schools and the high school

at Wooster, receiving a good text-book training. He decided when a boy to

become a merchant and accordingly launched in the shoe business before he

was twenty-one years of age and has since been engaged in that line at Woos-

ter. He has an excellent trade with the surrounding community, always keep-

ing an up-to-date and carefully selected stock, and many of his customers are

of long standing.

Air. Wiler was married in 1876 to Alary A. Lucas, daughter of an old

and highly respected family, and this union has resulted in the birth of the

following children : Roy died when six months old
;
Zella married Lemuel

Harrold; Wiler and Paul; Charles Wiler married Polly Herman.

Air. Wiler is a stanch Lutheran, having been a member of this denom-

ination since he was eighteen years of age. In politics he is a Republican and

fraternally he belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, also the

Royal Arcanum. While he devotes his attention exclusively to his individual

business affairs, he is interested in whatever tends to promote the welfare of

his county.

AIICHAEL TATE.

Eor many years A-Iichael Tate has occupied a very conspicuous place

among the agriculturists of Wayne county. His career has been that of an

honorable, enterprising and progressive business man, whose well-rounded

character has also enabled him to take an active interest in education and so-

cial and moral affairs, and to keep well informed concerning the momentous

questions affecting the nation. In all life’s relations he has commanded the

respect and confidence of those with whom he has come in contact, and his

upright life is an inspiration to the many friends who know him well and

are familiar with his virtues.

Alichael Tate, an honored resident of Franklin township, Wayne county,

Ohio, and a veteran of the Civil war, was born in Franklin township Decem-

ber 26, 1837, and is a son of William and Alary (Alay) Tate. William Tate
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was born February 25, 1817, near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and his death

occurred May 10, 1889. In 1828 he accompanied his parents on their overland

trip to Ohio and thereafter made his home in Franklin township, Wayne
county, until his death. He followed the vocation of farming, in which he

was fairly successful, and occupied a high position among his fellow citizens.

He cleared much land of the timber which originally covered it and was

active and progressive in his work and ideas. He was an active member of

the Church of God, in which he held the office of exhorter. During his first

years in this county he followed undertaking to some extent and directed the

funerals of many of the early pioneers. In his younger days he was a sup-

porter of the Democratic party, but later he became a Republican and was

ever after loyal to that party. William Tate was twice married, first, in

April, 1836, to Mary May, the daughter of Jacob and Christina May, and to

them were born the following children: Michael, the immediate subject of

this sketch; Jacob, Isaac, Mary, Carrie Elizabeth and Cyrus Franks. Mrs.

Tate died May 6, 1852, and on the 6th of March, 1853, Mr. Tate married

Rebecca Margaret Lemmon, who was born July 9, 1831, and died November

9, 1889, leaving one child. Jacob and Christina May were natives of Penn-

sylvania and came- to Wayne county in 1828, being prominent among the

early settlers.

The subject’s paternal grandparents were Isaac and Catherine Gray Tate,

the former of whom was born January 24, 1794, and died January 16, 1863,

and the latter born in August, 1788, and died January 2, 1855. They were

married March 28, 1815, and became the parents of the following children:

William, referred to in the preceding paragraph; Mary, born April 30, 1819,

became the wife of Michael Miller March 15, 1838, and her death occurred

on August 18, 1879; Susannah, born December 5, 1823, died December 23,

1824; Isaac, born December 12, 1825, is referred to elsewhere in this work;

Phoebe, born December 21, 1827, died July 17, 1831 ;
Solomon, born June 9,

1830, married Elizabeth Gabriel, February 24, 1853, and his death occurred

September 15, 1899. Isaac Tate, the father of these children, was a native

of Pennsylvania, from whence he came overland to Franklin township, Wayne
county, Ohio, in 1828. Here he cleared up a small tract of land and spent the

balance of his life here. He was a man of good habits and sterling integrity

and commanded at all times the unliounded confidence of all who knew him.

Michael Tate, the immediate subject of this sketch, has lived in Franklin

township all his life with the exception of twelve years spent in Paulding

county, this state, and four years in Nebraska. He was reared to the life of

a farmer and received a fair education in the district schools of the day. which
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were somewhat lacking in the facilities which characterize the twentieth-cen-

tury schoolroom. He gave unmistakable evidence of his patriotism during the

dark days of the early sixties, enlisting in 1863 in Company C, Sixty-eighth

Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, as a private. A short time after his en-

listment he was taken sick and sent to the hospital, and after his recovery

he was retained there in the capacity of nurse. He received an honorable dis-

charge from the service at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in 1865. Because of

his service, he is now a member of Given Post, Grand Army of the Republic,

at Wooster, in which he finds appreciated association with his old comrades

in arms. In politics he is a Republican and gives his efforts to the success of

the party during the campaigns. He is not, however, a seeker after public

office of any nature, being now too far advanced in years to permit of aspira-

tions along that line.

Mr. Tate still owns his fine farm in Franklin township, with which he has

been identified for so many years, and he has always given his personal atten-

tion to the cultivation of the farm, in which he has been rewarded with hand-

some returns. He is a man of splendid personal qualities, which have com-

mended him to the favorable opinion of all who know him and he is generally

regarded as one of the strong, stalwart men of the community.

GEORGE CRATER.

There is no one nation that has contributed to the complex composition

of our American social fabric an element of more sterling worth or of greater

value in foster’ng and supporting our national institutions than has Ger-

many. The Fatherland has given us men of sturdy integrity, indomitable

perseverance, high intelligence and much business sagacity,—the result being

the incorporation of a firm and strength-giving fibre, ramifying through warp

and woof. A man who may well look with pride upon his German-American

ancestry is the subject of this review, who is a native of Wayne county,

where he has passed practically his entire hfe, devoting his attention to agri-

cultural pursuits, possessing the dominating characteristics mentioned above

and attaining a success worthy the name, with the accompanying and result-

ing confidence and regard of his fellow men.

George Crater was born ‘n Chippewa township, Wayne county, Ohio,

on the I2th of October, 1858, and is a son of Peter and Sarah (Weaver)

Crater. The father was born near Hamburg, Germany, in 1819, and the
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mother is a native of Stark county. Ohio. She was, however, of Ger-

man parentage, her father, George Weaver, having been a native of Ger-

many, whence he came to the United States in 1829, settling in Stark

county, Ohio. He died near Paris, this state. The subject’s paternal grand-

father Crater was born in Germany and attained distinction in the military

service of his country, rising to the rank of general in one of her wars with

France. In 1829 he emigrated to America. He was a neighbor and friend

of the subject’s maternal grandfather, George Weaver, and they came over

the ocean on the same boat, a slow-going sailing craft, which rec|uired forty

days to make the passage. One of his chddren, Peter Crater, father of the

subject of this sketch, who came to America with his father, was ten years

old when the family settled in Stark county, and there he was reared and

received a good education in the schools of that day. After the death of his

father, he assumed the control and management of the home place, which he

continued until 1865, when he moved wdth his growing family to Golden

Corners, Wayne county, where he lived until his death, which occurred on

January 20, 1881. He was a stanch Democrat in political faith and was a

hardy and enterprising pioneer. His wife, Sarah, who was a most estima-

ble woman, was reared in the German Lutheran church and, because of her

many estimable cjualities, she was beloved by all who knew her. Her death

occurred in 1908. To Peter and Sarah Crater the following children were

born: John, of Denver, Colorado; William; Charles; IMary is the wife of

Amos Brinkerhoff, a farmer in Canaan township; Lavine, the wife of John

Matthews; Sarah, the wife of Williard Keefer; Eliza, the wife of John Shep-

pard, a farmer in Congress township; Emelia
;
Dora, the wife of Frank Criss

;

Della, the wife of Burt Bebbington, of Wooster, Ohio, and George, the suli-

ject of this sketch.

George Crater attended the district school at Golden Corners, Wayne
county, Ohio, and received a fair education. He remained at home assist-

ing his father in the operation of the farm until the latter’s death, at which

time the farm was sold and the subject moved to near Canton, Ohio, where he

remained four years. He then returned to Wayne county and bought a farm

of one hundred acres, wln’ch he operated four years, after which he cultivated

rented land for ten years, during the last seven years of which time he lived

on the George Clark place. In March, 1909, Mr. Crater bought the Eli

Palmer farm of one hundred and fifty acres in Canaan township, and he is

now engaged in farming here. It is a splendid piece of farming land and is

highly productive, all the crops common to this section of the country l)eing

raised thereon. Mr. Crater gives special attention to the raising of hay, in
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which he has lieen \'ery successful. He is progressiue in his methods and

energetic in his labor, showing himself to be a man of sound judgment and

wise discrimination in all his efforts.

On the 2ist of January, 1892, Mr. Crater was united in the holy bonds

of matrimony with Hattie Overs, who was born in Medina county, Ohio,

September ii, 1863, the daughter of John and Catherine (Swaisgood) Overs.

John Overs was a native of Pennsylvania, but was brought to Ohio when he

was eight years of age. His wife was born near Red Haw, Ohio. To John

and Catherine Overs the following children were born : Hattie, wife of the

subject; Andrew, a merchant at Burbank, this county; William, in Cleveland;

Sarah, who lives in Canton, Ohio, is the wife of John Oldfield
;
Philene is

the wife of Chancey H. Frary, of Burbank; Delency is the wife of Charles

Wheeler, who is conductor on the Northern Pacific railroad in North Da-

kota. The subject and his wife are the parents of the following children:

Helen, born July 2, 1894; Howard, born July 10, 1895; Mabel, born January

26, 1897; Stella, born September 19, 1902; John, born December 13, 1904.

In politics Mr. Crater is a Democrat and takes a keen interest in the

success of his party. He is public spirited in his attitude toward all move-

ments looking to the advancement of the best interests of the community and

because of his splendid cjualities of character he enjoys the unbounded confi-

dence and regard of the entire community.

JOHN MARTIN.

Among the leading citizens and representative farmers of Wooster town-

ship, Wayne county, Ohio, is he whose name forms the caption to this brief

article, and this work would be incomplete were there failure to make specific

notice of him. The people of the United States give special reverence to those

brave men who, laying aside all personal interests and love for home and

family, went forth to battle for the perpetuation of the national integrity,

knowing full well that the cost of their sacrifice might be life itself. The

subject gave a valiant and faithful support to “Old Glory” on many southern

battlefields and carries scars received from southern bullets, a badge of honor

to be held in higher esteem than the royal badges bestowed by old world

monarchs.

John Martin is a native son of the old Buckeye state, having been born

in Franklin township, Tuscarawas county, Ohio, on May 2, 1844, and is the

son of Andrew and Catherine (Wickey) Martin, both of whom are now de-
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ceased. The subject remained at home with his parents during his youth and

secured a fair education in the common schools of the neighborhood. In

i860 he came to Wooster township, Wayne county, and entered the employ

of John Walters, with whom he remained until October 9, 1861, when he

responded to hds country’s call and enlisted as a private in Company I, Sixty-

fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was subsec|uently promoted

to the rank of corporal and gave faithful service until being mustered out on

December 10, 1864, Marshall, Tennessee. During his service he was in

the commands of Generals Buell, Rosecrans and Sherman, and took part in

all the battles incident to the campaign leading up to the capture of Atlanta,

Georgia. At Chickamauga, Mr. Martin had one finger of his left hand shot

off, the bullet being deflected from his body by striking the barrel of his

gun.

Upon the conclusion of his army service Mr. Martin returned to Woos-

ter, where he worked for two years. In 1866 he was married and moved onto

his father-in-law’s farm, which he managed until the latter’s death, when he

purchased the farm and has since continued to operate the place. It is now

a well-improved farm in every respect and under Mr. Martin’s able manage-

ment it has been maintained as one of the most fertile and productive farms

in Wooster towmship. The subject is a man of indefatigable energy and

enterprise and is progressive in his methods. He carries on a general system

of agriculture and also devotes considerable attention to the raising of live-

stock and in both lines he is meeting with a gratifying degree of success.

On the 20th of September, 1866, Mr. Martin was united in marriage to

Balinda A. Eckert, a native of Wooster, Ohio, and a daughter of George and

iMary ( Burnett) Eckert, both of whom are now deceased. To the subject and

wi.fe the following children have been born : Peter W., who resides three miles

northwest of Cuyahoga Ealls, Ohio; Lillie Allie is the wife of Isaac N. Hough,

aud’tor of Wayne county, and they reside at Wooster; Emma Bell is the wife

of Dellsworth Wrenn, of Mason, Ohio; John O., who resides at Cleveland,

Ohio, married Grace Beebe; Walter E., who is a farmer near West Salem,

Ohio, married Flora Shank; Samuel C., a street car conductor at Mansfield,

Ohio, married Emma Atkins; James Roy, of near Wooster, Ohio, married

Altie Kiniber; Charles H., of near Canal Fulton, Ohio, married Isa Franks;

M'mw Maude is deceased; Ethel is a student at the .Agricultural Exjierinient

Station.

Politically, Mr. Martin is a Democrat and has taken an active part in the

councils of his party, having served as a member of the county central com-

mittee and the state committee. He has been a luimher of times honored
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by official positions, haY’iig serYcd as a member of the township board for

twenty-six years; township assessor, six years; infirmary director for six

years, and in 1907 he was elected trustee of Wooster township, in which posi-

tion he is still serving. His religious membership is with the Lutheran church

at Wooster, to which he gives a generous support. Fraternally, he is a mem-
ber of Given Post, No. 133, Grand Army of the Republic, at Wooster, of

which he has served as junior vice-commander. He is also a member of the

Improved Order of Red Men.

Mr. Martin has been a very busy man and successful withal. He has

at all times evinced a commendable interest in public affairs and has always

stood for the highest and best interests of the community. His genial dis-

position and kindly attitude towards all having dealings with him have won

for hhn a host of warm personal friends and he is eminently deserving of

being numbered among the representative men of his county.

JESSE R. SHILLING.

This is an age in which the farmer stands pre-eminently above any other

class as a producer of wealth. He simply takes advantage of the winds,

the warm air, the bright sunshine and the refreshing rains, and applying his

own hands and skill to nature’s gifts he creates grain, hay, livestock, etc., all

of which are absolute necessarTs to the inhabitants of the world. The com-

mercial world has come to recognize his importance and has surrounded him

with many conveniences not thought of one hundred years ago. The in-

ventor has given him the self-binder, the riding plow, the steam thresher,

and many other labor-saving devices. And the farmer has not been slow to

take advantage of the improvements thus invented and offered. Among the

up-to-date farmers of this county is the subject of this brief sketch, who was

born in Canaan township, Wayne county, Ohio, on June 25, 1876. He is de-

scended from sturdy Pennsylvania stock, his paternal grandfather, John

Shilling, having migrated from that state to Ohio at an early date and taken

up a tract of government land. He was a prominent member of the United

Brethren church and died at the age of eighty-five years. His son, Adam
Shilling, the subject’s father, was born October 25, 1839, in Canaan town-

ship, and was reared on the home farm, where he spent practically his entire

life. He himself acquired the ownership of one hundred and eighty-four

acres of land in this county and was accounted one of the county’s representa-
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live citizens. He was an ardent Republican. His death occurred in 1899.

He married Maria Richie, who was born in Medina county, Ohio, in 1843,

her death occurring in 1897. Jesse R., the subject of this sketch, was the only

child.

Jesse R. Shilling secured a fair education in the district schools and

was reared to the life of a farmer, which honorable calling he has followed

all his life. He remained as his father’s assistant until the latter’s death,

when, as the only child, he assumed possession and control of the property.

Mr. Shilling is an energetic worker, being noted for the great amount of

which he can accomplish in a given time, and he devotes his energies wholly

to the operation of the farm. He is up-to-date in farming methods and is

maintaining the farm at the very highest standard of excellence. He carries

on general farming, raising all the crops common to the section, and he has

been rewarded with bountiful crops in return from the labor he has bestowed.

On January 7, 1903, Mr. Shilling wedded Minnie Swartz, who was born

at Red Haw, Ohio, the daughter of Esly Swartz, a successful farmer of

Medina county. To Mr. and Mrs. Shilling have been born four children,

namely: Clyde, born in 1904; Ralph, born in 1905; John, born in 1907, and

Gertrude, born in 1909. Mr. Shilling is a Republican in poktics and takes

a keen interest in the success of that party, though he is not in any sense an

aspirant for public office. Not only as a farmer and business man is he con-

sidered representative, but ui all that constitutes nobility of character and

good citizenship he has long occupied a conspicuous place in the community.

ADAM B. BOWER.

One of the representative agriculturists of Plain township, Wayne county,

is Adam B, Bower, a man who has shown by his life of consecutive endeavor,

which has resulted in the attainment of desiralile property and the winning of

a reputation for integrity and fidelity to duty, that he has inherited manv
praiseworthy qualities from his ancestors, who, as records show, were people

of the highest type of citizenship, the class that any community might well

boast of. Mr. Bower was born on a farm east of Reedsburg, Plain township,

Wayne county, Ohio, January it, 1863. He is the son of John and Elizabeth

(Funk) Bower, both born in Plain township, this county. His paternal grand-

parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Bower, were natives of Pennsylvania, who in an

early day came to Wayne county, Ohio, and settled on what is now the 1 louck
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farm, one mile east of Reedsburg. There were no roads there when he

came and the country was undeveloped generally, but Jacob Bower was a

hardy pioneer and he soon cleared the place he selected and followed farming.

The maternal grandparents of the subject, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Funk,

came to this county from Pennsylvania in an early day and settled on what is

now the Palmer farm in Plain township.

John Bower, father of Adam B. Bower, was reared in Plain township

and he has always followed farming, being very successful in this line of en-

deavor, having accumulated two hundred and five acres of land. He was a

Democrat and a member of the Reformed church. He and his wife were the

parents of seven sons and one daughter.

Adam B. Bower was educated at Reedsburg, receiving a very good edu-

cation. Early in life he began farming and he has always followed this oc-

cupation, now being the owner of a very well managed and highly productive

farm of one hundred and five acres in Plain township. He is a general farmer

and stock raiser. He has a nice home and good outbuildings.

Mr. Rower was married on November 2, 1892, to Elsie M. Martin, a sis-

ter of Samuel Curtis Martin, whose sketch appears on another page of this

work. To Mr. and Mrs. Bower the following children have been born : Elor-

ence, Eloyd, Cloise and Jason.

Mr. Bower is a member of the Reformed church, and politically he is a

Democrat; while he does not find time to take any special interest in politics,

he is always ready to do what he can in furthering the interests of his com-

munity politically or otherwise.

WILLIAM TATE.

In the best development of Wayne county William Tate bore an im-

portant part. He was identified with the agricultural interests of this section

of the state from pioneer days, and while promoting the material welfare

of the community also gave an active and liberal support to those measures

which tended to advance its intellectual and moral status. His life was filled

with good deeds and kindly thoughts, and all who knew him entertained for

him the kindest regard, by reason of his upright, honorable life. Over the

record of his career there falls no shadow of wrong or suspicion of evil, and

his example is well worthy of emulation. In his death, which occurred on

the loth of May, 1889, the community suffered a distinct loss.

William Tate was born near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on the 25th of
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February, 1817, and was a son of Isaac and Catherine (Gray) Tate, the

former of whom was born on the 24th of January, 1794, and died January

16, 1863, and the latter born in August, 1788, and died January 2, 1855. To

their marriage, which was celebrated on March 28, 1815, the following chil-

dred were born; William, the subject of this sketch; Mary, born April 30,

1819. and who became the wife of Michael Miller March 15, 1838, her death

occurring on August 18, 1879: Susannah, born December 5, 1823, died De-

cember 23, 1824; Isaac, born December 12, 1825, is referred to in following

paragraphs; Phebe, born December 21, 1827, died July 17, -1831; Solomon,

born June 9, 1830, married Elizabeth Gabriel February 24, 1853, and his

death occurred September 15, 1899. Isaac Tate was a native of Pennsylvania,

from whence he came overland to Franklin township, Wayne county, Ohio,

in 1828. Here he cleared up a farm of moderate size and there successfully

carried on agricultural pursuits. He lived there during the remainder of his

life and died in the enjoyment of the love and regard of all who knew him.

In 1828 the subject came with his parents from Pennsylvania to their

new western home and here he was reared to the life of a tiller of the soil,

which vocation he followed during all his active years. He received his edu-

cation in the district schools of the neighborhood, and on attaining man-

hood’s years he took up the active work .of the farm, to the ownership of

which he in due time succeeded.

William Tate was twice married, first to Mary May, in April, 1836,

she being the daughter of Jacob and Christina May, and to them were born

the following children: Michael, who is referred to elsewhere in this work;

Jacob, Isaac, Mary. Carrie Elizabeth and Mrs. Cyrus Franks. Mrs. Tate

died May 6, 1852, and on the 6th of March, 1853, Mi"- Tate married Re-

becca Margaret Lemmon, who was born July 9, 1831, and died November 9,

1889, leaving one child. Jacob and Christina May were natives of Pennsyl-

vania and came to Wayne county in 1828, and became prominent among
the old settlers of the county. William Tate was a Republican in politics

and took an active interest in local public affairs.

Isaac Tate, the fourth in order of birth of the children of Isaac and
Catherine (Gray) Tate, was horn Decemher 12. 1825, and died on the 8th of

April, 1868. On the 23d of December, 1852, he married Margaret Ann
Fegtly, who was born February 3, 1834, and died on August 17. 189S. She
was the daughter of John Jacob and Hannah (Marks) Fegtly. Her father

was of Swi.ss nativity and his death occurred on Novemher 8, 1828. After

the death of Isaac Tate, his widow became the wife of Robert C. Reed, and

(74)
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her death occurred August 17. 1898. To Isaac and Margaret Tate were born

several children, namely: Hannah Catherine, born July 4, 1854; William

Marks, March 4, 1856; Jacob N., born March 9, 1858, died August 13,

1861
;
John W., referred to in another paragraph; Emma Tressa, born April

30, 1863, died May 15, 1864; Jane Ann, April i, 1865, died November 16,

1866. Isaac, tbe-fatber of these children, was a staunch Republican in politics

and followed the pursuit of agriculture all his active years, his death occurring

at the comparatively early age of forty-two years.

Of the children of Isaac and Margaret Tate, referred to in the preced-

ing paragraph, John W., who is a well-known farmer of this township, was

born on the paternal homestead November 2, i860. He has been twice mar-

ried, first to Helen Sloan, to which union was born one child, AVilliam Reed

Tate. His second union was with Clara Benepe, to which union was born

a son, Jacob Marks. Mrs. Clara Tate is a native of Wayne county, Ohio, and

is a daughter of Wallace W. and Abigail (Franks) Benepe. Her father was

born at Mount Eaton, this county, and after attaining mature years he was

for a time engaged in the hotel business at Fredericksburg. John W. Tate

is the owner of one hundred and sevent)^-five acres of splendid land in Frank-

lin township and is a progressive and enterprising farmer, being also a public

spirited and influential citizen. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

church at Moorland, of which he has been a member of the official board,

serving as steward and trustee, as well as class leader. In 1889 he was made
a .Master Alason in Ebenezer Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, at Wooster.

His political belief is that of the Republican party, with which he has always

voted, and he takes an active interest in the public affairs of his community.

William Marks Tate, the son of Isaac and Margaret Tate, was born on

the old homestead March 4, 1856, and was there reared. He was educated

in the district schools of the neighborhood, and his manual education was

along the lines of agriculture, with which he has always been closely identi-

fied. He is the owner of one hundred and ten acres of land, which is highly

improved and, under the careful management of the owner, has been made
highly productive and profitable. He is a stanch Republican in politics, but

has never been a seeker after public office, though ever taking a commendable

interest in the trend of current public events. His religious connection is

with the Methodist Episcopal church at Moorland. He is a public-spirited

man and his support is ever given to those movements which promise to be

a benefit to the community. Because of his many personal qualities of a

high order he is held in high regard by all who know him, his friends being-

in number as his acquaintances.
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SIMON D. BURKHOLDER.

One of the leading agriculturists of Greene township, Wayne county,

is S. D. Burkholder, who has made his influence felt among his fellow men

and earned a name for enterprise, integrity and honor, that entitles him to

worthy notice in a work of the nature of this volume. He was born in Greene

township, this county, September 26. 1863, the son of Jonathan S. and Eliza-

beth (Smoker) Burkholder, the former born in this township in 1826, the son

of John Burkholder, who was a native of Alsace-Lorraine, formerly a prov-

ince of France, now of Germany. He came to the L^nited States when a

young man, having been fourteen weeks on the voyage, the trip being made

in an old-fashioned sailing vessel that was slow and tiresome. He made his

way to Wayne county, Ohio, and located in Greene township, marrying here

and securing a farm, where he spent most of his later life, and where his

son, Jonathan S., lived and where S. D., son of the latter, was also reared.

The grandfather, John Burkholder, moved to Smithville late in life and died

at that place. Thus we see that this name has been a familiar one in \Vayne

county since the pioneer days and this family has been a very enterprising and

honorable one ever since. Jonathan Burkholder, mentioned above, was reared

on the home farm in this township, where he was married and reared his fam-

ily, which consisted of nine children, namely: Sarah, Anna, Caroline. Menno,

all deceased: an infant also died unnamed; Noah S., living in Greene town-

ship: S. D., of this review: Amos J., of Greene township: Joseph, deceased.

S. D. Burkholder was reared on the home farm near Smithville and he

assisted with the work there, attending the common schools in the meantime,

alternating the two until he was eighteen years of age: then he devoted his

attention exclusively to farming until he was twenty-two years of age. He
Avas married on January 20, 1887. to Emma Musser, the daughter of a highlv

respected old family, and this union has resulted in the birth of eight children,

five of whom are living, namely : Ada, Nora, Allen, Grace and Rov. The
mother of these children passed away in 1902. and afterwards Mr. Burk-

holder married Salina Byler. She was reared in Noble county, Indiana, her

birth having occurred September 6, 1868. Three children were born of this

last union, Guy, in 1906, Ray in 1908, and Zora in 1909.

When Mr. Burkholder was first married it became necessary for him

to borrow money to buy a team with which to l)egin farming. He rented the

home place for one year, then rented other farms, prospering bv reason of his

habits of industry and economy, until he was able to purchase a farm of

eighty-oue and three-fourths acres in the center of Greene townshij) and as
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good land as the township afforded. HoweYer, he went in debt for all of the

place and used what money he had saced to stock the same and began farming

in a proper manner. He made a success principally by raising grain, and he

has been enabled thereby to pay for the farm, remodel his house and barn and

improYe the place in many ways. He has a eery good dwelling and other

buildings and his land is easily worth one hundred and twenty-five dollars

per acre, the entire farm being worth ten thousand two hundred and fifty

dollars. He also has an interest in the gristmill at Smithville and had an inter-

est in a threshing machine for some time. Considering the disadvantages under

which he started in life he has succeeded admirably well and has shown him-

self to be a man of soundness of judgment and rare foresight. In politics he

is a Democrat, and he holds membership in the Amish Mennonite church.

MRS. DAVID LAWRENCE.

Wholly devoted to home and domestic duties, doing through all the best

years of her life the lowly but sacred work that comes within her sphere,

there is not much to record concerning the life of the average woman. And
yet what station so dignified, what relation so loving and endearing, what

office so holy, tender and ennobling as those of home-making wifehood and

motherhood. A celebrated writer and biographer once said that the future

destiny of a great nation depended upon its wives and mothers. May this

not also be said concerning the future that is hone of her bone, blood of her

blood and flesh of her flesh, and which is incalculable in its results and will

never be fully known until eternity solves the problem? In the settlement

of the great Middle West woman bore her full share of hardship, suffer-

ings and other vicissitudes, helping man in the rugged toil of wood and

field, cheering him when cast down and discouraged, sharing his dangers,

mitigating his sufferings, in the end quietly and unostentatiously rejoicing in

his success, yet ever keeping herself modestly in the background. In a bio-

graphical compendium, such as this work is intended to he, woman should

have no insignificant representation. As man’s equal in every qualification

save the physical, and his superior in the gentle, tender and loving amenities

of life, she fuller merits a much larger notice than she ordinarily receives,

and there should be given her due credit for the important part she acts in

life’s great drama and be accorded her proper place in history and biog-

raphy.
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Sarah Elizabeth Francis, the subject of this sketch, is a native daughter

of the old Buckeye state, her birth having taken place in Harrison county,

Ohio, on the 5th of May, 1835. She is a daughter of Caleb and Julia Ann
(Hooper) Francis, who were both born in Maryland, the father on February

20, 1812, and the mother on January 18, 1817. They were married on July

29, 1834, and soon afterwards came to Harrison county, Ohio. Subsequently

they moved to Belmont county, where he died. Later the stepfather came to

Coshocton county, where he died on July 28, 1842; the widow moved

to Tuscarawas county. She later married again and eventually settled in

East Union township, Wayne county, where her death occurred on December

21, 1851, and her remains are buried at Apple Creek, this county. To
Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Francis were born the following children : Sarah Eliza-

beth, the immediate subject of this sketch; Charles T., who was born August

16, 1836, died February 2, 1852; Ann Eliza, born August 24, 1833, now
deceased, became the wife of Jacob Mootersbaugh and they had ten children

:

Mary E., born March 22, 1840, died August 19, 1843; Caleb B., Jr., born

April 9, 1842, died in 1907. Mrs. Lawrence’s maternal grandfather, Michael

Hooper, was a soldier in the war of the Revolution and her step-grandfather

was a soldier in the war of 1812.

The subject was reared in the parental home and secured her education

in the district schools of the locality. At Wooster, Ohio, August 31, 1854,

she was united in marriage with Cyrenius Geislman, who was born January

18, 1833, at New Franklin, Columbiana county, Ohio, a son of John and

Sarah (Miller) Geislman. Subsequently they moved to Wayne county, lo-

cating on land which was located partly in East Union and partly in Franklin

townships. Here he received a fair education in the common schools, supple-

menting this with attendance at an academy at Apple Creek. On reaching

mature years he engaged in farming and eventually bought the homestead

now occupied by the subject of this sketch, where he spent the remaining

years of his life. The residence was built in 1837 by Nicholas Smith, and was

the first brick house built in this locality. It was large and commodious and

for several years the second story was used as a place of worship by the United

Brethren congregation. Mr. Geislman was an enterprising and progressive

farmer, in which he was fairly successful, and during his later years he also

took the agency for farming machinery, in which also he was successful. He
took an active part in politics and local affairs and rendered efficient service

as a trustee of his township. In religion he was a faithful member of the

Lutheran church, to which he gave an earnest and liberal support. His death

occurred on October 12, 1884. To Cyrenius and Sarah Geislman were horn
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the following children: Julia Ann, born July 8, 1855, died INIarch 31, i883f

became the wife of Allen Derr, also now deceased, and they became the par-

ents of two children, Ada Alice, who married a Mr. Williams, and Cyrenius

Derr, who married Savilla Swartz, four children being born to them; John

Franklin, born November 6. 1857, died September 16, 1893, married Alzoma

Franks, who is now living, and they became the parents of six children, two

of whom are now dead, those living being Carl Dean. Alta, Lillie and Myron;

Caleb Francis, born October 18, 1861, died December 15, 1861; Mary Ettie,

born December 14, 1862. died December 26, 1862; Emma Loretta, born

August 3, 1864, is the wife of Peter AAk IMartin, of Hampton township. Sum-

mit county, Ohio, and they have had six children, four of whom are living,

Ada, Anna B., Wesley and Walter, Lonna Delno (died in infancy), Viola

and Myrtle. Cyrenius Geislman was a member of the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows at Fredericksburg, and was a popular man in the circles in which

he moved. Mrs. Geislman remained a widow eleven years, and then, on the

3d of September, 1895, she became the wife of David Lawrence, who is now
deceased. He was a man of many fine personal qualities of character and was

well liked throughout the community by all who knew him.

Mrs. Lawrence still resides on the old homestead in Franklin township,

and though she is nearing the golden sunset of her life’s journey, she stul

takes an active interest in the affairs of the community. She possesses con-

siderable business ability and is conducting her landed interests in a practical

and businesslike manner. She has through a long course of years enjoyed

the warm friendship of a large circle of loyal friends and today her attractive

and hospitable home is a favorite meeting place for the companions of her

younger days, who delight in her society.

JONATHAN K. HOSTETLER.

One of Greene township's most progressive and influential citizens is

Jonathan K. Hostetler, a representative of an old and highly respected family

of Wayne county, where he was born September 22, i860, the son of Jeptha

and Salome (King) Hostetler, the former a native of Wayne township, this

county, where he was born June 10, 1834, the son of Christian and Elizabeth

(Yoder) Hostetler, both natives of Berks county, Pennsylvania. They came

to Wayne county, Ohio, in a four-horse wagon about 1831. and settled in

Wayne township, where they purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land,

all timbered. Christian cleared this and developed a good farm on which he
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Spent the balance of his days. He was a member of the Mennonite church,

and although he had nothing when he landed in this county, he became pros-

perous in due course of time, becoming the owner of three hundred and

twenty acres of land. He was a robust, hard-working man, measuring over

six feet in height; he was a very religious man, of sound moral principles.

To Mr. and Mrs. Christian Hostetler the following children were born
:
John,

Samuel, Jeptha, Christian, Da\’id, Jonathan, Lydia, Barbara and Fanny.

Jeptha Hostetler was reared on the old home place which he assisted in

developing from the primitive soil. He received a limited education in the

old-fashioned log school house near his boyhood home, but being a good

student his education was fairly good for those days. Choosing farming for

his life work, he began life for himself early and when he reached manhood

he married Salome King, this union resulting in the birth of seven children,

namely: Lizzie, who became the wife of N. S. Burkholder, living in Greene

township; Jonathan K., of this review; Christian married Mary Bener, and

they are living in Alabama; Anna is the wife of John Schmucker, of Greene

township; Barbara is the wife of Elam Horst, of Halifax county, Virginia;

Jeptha married Fannie Hintsburger, of Orrville, Greene township; Menno
died in infancy.

Jonathan K. Hostetler was reared in Wayne township, this county, and

when he became of proper age he began working on his father's farm, in the

meantime attending the district schools during the winter until he was twenty-

one years of age. He was sufficiently educated to begin teaching, but not-

withstanding the fact that his career as a teacher was promising, he seemed

to prefer the freer life of the husbandman and returned to the farm. When
twenty-two years of age he took for his life partner Malinda Schmucker, who
was born in Greene township July 31, 1862, the daughter of David and Sarah

rZook) Schmucker. She was reared on the home farm in Greene township

where she attended the common schools.

After his marriage Mr. Hostetler remained on his father’s farm for

about seventeen years and then he purchased forty acres for which he paid

cash, having obtained a good start on his father's farm and saved monev. In

1905 he sold this place and purchased the one where he now li\-es in section

32, containing eighty-two acres, on which he carries on general farming and

stock raising very successfully. He has a well improved and highly produc-

tive farm. Having alwa}s been a close observer and ]>ainstaking worker he

has lieen very successful, and he so rotates his crops as to get the best pos-

sible results.

'bweb'e children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hostetler, their names
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and births being as follows: Salome, November 22, 1883; David, April 23,

1885; Sarah, jNIay ii, 1887; Chancy, February 23, 1889; Ammon, April 8,

1892: Boyd, June 13, 1894; Paul, September 23, 1898; Christian, November

10, 1900; Harry, January 10, 1903; Edith, July 25, 1896; Esther, July 13,

1907: Isaiah, March i, 1891. All these children received a good common
school education. The members of this large household belong to the Men-

nonite church. In politics Mr. Hostetler was reared a Republican, but of

recent years he has cast his vote with the Prohibition party, being an ardent

advocate of temperance. He is regarded by all who know him as an ex-

emplary citizen in every respect, honest in all his business transactions, and as

a result of these many praiseworthy qualities he is held in high favor, as is

also his family wherever they are known.

JOHN CRAVEN.

It cannot be other than gratifying to note that within the pages of this

compilation will be found mention of many prominent and successful citizens

of the county who have here passed their entire lives and who stand repre-

sentative of the sturdy pioneer element which instituted the herculean task

of reclaiming this section of the state from the wilderness, carrying the work

valiantly forward and leaving it to their sons and daughters to rear the super-

structure upon the foundations thus firmly laid. Those who have been the

founders and builders of Wayne county are the ones who chiefly And place

in this work, and in this number mention should not be omitted of the per-

sonal career of the gentleman whose name appears at the head of this article,

and who is one of the representative citizens of* the county in which he has

passed practically his entire life.

John Craven, who now owns a fine farm in Wooster township, but who
is living practically retired from active life, is a native of Wayne county,

Ohio, ha\ :;'.g been born in Paint township, near Mount Eaton, on the 15th

of December, 1840. He is the son of John and Elizabeth (Kizer) Craven,

both of whom were natives of Pennsylvania, the father having been born

in Washington county. John Craven, Sr., came to Wayne county, Ohio, in

young manhood and settled on land in Paint township which at that time

was densely covered with timber. He was one of the earliest pioneers and

founders of the county and he always occupied a prominent position in the

community. He spent the remainder of his life here and his remains are

now buried in the Mount Eaton cemetery. He was a strong Democrat in



JOHN CRAVEN





WAYNE COETNTY, OHIO. 11/7

his political views and took an active part in local public affairs. His wife died

in 1850. To John and Elizabeth Craven were born the following children;

Samuel, who enlisted as a private in the Seventh Regiment Illinois Volunteer

Cavalry, and died from sickness during his service; Julia was the wife of

Jackson Reed and died at LaGrange, Indiana; the subject of this sketch was

the next in order of birth; Elizabeth is the widow of John Bowers and re-

sides in Wooster; Lucinda became the wife of Mr. Eoraker and they are now
both deceased.

The subject of this sketch was reared in the parental home, but at the

age of fifteen years death deprived him of a mother’s care and guidance. He
received a fair education in the district school and during the vacation periods

he assisted in the labors of the farm. The routine of his life was suddenly

interrupted, however, liy the outbreak of the great Southern rebellion, and,

heeding his country’s call for defenders, he enlisted as a private, on Septem-

ber 7, 1861, joining Company F, Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer In-

fantry, the command rendezvousing at Wilmot, Stark county. The regiment

Avas assigned to the Army of the Cumberland, and participated in a number of

the fiercest battles of that great struggle, including those at Shiloh, Stone

River, Mission Ridge, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, and many other

minor engagements in connection with the Atlanta campaign. The regiment

then returned to Nashville, Tennessee, under the command of General

Thomas, and at Chattanooga, in 1864, Mr. Craven received an honorable

discharge. He re-enlisted in the same company, however, before being dis-

charged, and was finally honorably discharged and mustered out at Colum-

l:us, Ohio, in 1865. During all the period of his military service Mr. Craven

was a valiant and dauntless defender of Old Glory and he enjoyed the esteem

and regard of his superior ofificers.

Upon the conclusion of his military service, the subject returned to

Franklin township, where his father had located two miles east of IMoorland.

During the first year he followed the carpenter’s trade, and later he followed

threshing for two years. At the end of that period he took up the pursuit of

agriculture in Wooster township, and was continuously engaged in that line

of effort until his retirement from active labor a few years ago. He was a

successful and progressive farmer and during his active years was numbered

among the representative men of his calling in the township. His proi)erty

has always been maintained at the liighest standard of excellence and be-

cause of his persistent industry and the exercise of sound judgment he was

enabled to realize a handsome income in return for his labor.

On the 28th of Noveml)er, 1867, Mr. Craven was united in marriage
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with Elizabeth i\lclntire, the daughter of Cornelius iMcIntire, who is men-

tioned elsewhere in this work. To them have been born the following chil-

dren : Lula Bell is the wife of George Biddle, of East Union township, and

they have four children, John, Charles, George and Elizabeth
;
Lillie is en-

gaged in the millinery business at Orrville, Ohio; Nancy is the wife of Wil-

liam Musselman and they are the parents of three children, Ralph, Odessa

and Clarence: John lives at Mount Vernon, Ohio; Cornelius resides at Cleve-

land, this state; Harry, who lives in East Union township, this county, mar-

ried Ora Harper; Elora is the wife of William Fauci, of Wooster, and they

have one child, Ruth; Charles lives at Mount Vernon; Idella May, at home;

Blanche, who is the wife of Harry Miller, of Wayne township.

Mr. Craven is a stanch Democrat in his political views and takes a com-

mendable interest in local public affairs, having rendered efficient and appre-

ciated service as a member of the township school board. Fraternally, he is

a member of Given Post, No. 133, Grand Army of the Republic, at Wooster,

this membership being entirely consistent with the faithful service he ren^

dered his country during her hour of need. He is now the recipient of a

i-'beral pension from the government. In every avenue of life’s activities Mr.

Craven has performed his full part and he has at all times enjoyed the un-

bounded confidence of those with whom he has been associated. A man of

genial disposition and accommodating manner, all who know him esteem him

for his genuine worth.

ULRICH STEINER.

Ulrich Steiner is a worthy representative of one of the old and highly

respected families of Wayne county, and since his childhood, which was

passed amid the great epoch of development, following the earl}' pioneer days,

he has been actively identified with the growth and progress of this locality.

He is a native of Milton township, where he was born October 14, 1846, the

son of Christian and Marie ( Steiner) Steiner, who were about third cousins.

Christian Steiner was born in Alsace-Lorraine ( formerly a province of

France, but now belonging to Germany), his birth occurring in 1814. He
came to the United States when eighteen years of age and settled in Milton

township, Wayne county, Ohio. He was single when he arrived here and he

had accumulated a few hundred dollars. He took up a farm of one hundred

and sixty acres of land, which he at once began to clear and improve, and

under his skillful management, it became the ideal farm of Milton township.
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Here he married, first, Catherine Amstiitz, who became the mother of five

children, namely : Peter, C. E., J. C., Barbara and Anna. Peter and Barbara

are still living. His first wife dying, Christian Steiner married Marie Steiner

and to this union seven children were born, namely: Daniel, Fannie, Ulrich,

Amos, Gideon, Catherine and David. Christian Steiner spent the remainder

of his life on the farm where he first settled, dying there in 1890. He was

popular in his community, having been an upright and conscientious man in

all that these terms imply. He was a very successful farmer, and although

he started out in life with but little he was worth twenty-five thousand dollars

at the time of his death, all of which he made himself by hard work. He was

a member of the Mennonite church, and he took much interest in church

afifairs and other movements for the betterment of his community.

Ulrich Steiner spent his boyhood days assisting with the work on the

home farm, attending the common schools during the winter months, receiving

a fairly good education. He remained under his parental rooftree until he

was twenty-four years of age, and the last three years spent there he got a

portion of the proceeds of the place. He was married in 1872 to Catherine

Holser, a native of Greene township, where she first saw the light of day on

January 29, 1848. She was reared on the farm and got a common school

education. Her father, Daniel Holser, was a well known citizen of Greene

township.

To Mr. and Mrs. Ulrich Steiner eight children have been born, named in

order of birth as follows: Amy, born October 20, 1872, is the wife of Alvin

Rich, of Wooster; Melvin, born May 18, 1874, is a graduate of the National

Normal School of Lebanon, Ohio, and he is now engaged in the hardware

business in Chicago; he married Mary Murdock; Professor C. D., born July

30, 1876, was a student in the LTniversity of Wooster, and a graduate of the

Northwestern University of Chicago, now has charge of the high school at

Pendora, Ohio, and he married Margaret Krohn of that place
;
Ivan, who

married Merle Holter of Columbus, was born April 15, 1883. is a graduate

of the State University at Columbus; Ivan is an assistant professor in the

dairying department of the University of Ohio; Elizalieth, born January 11,

1881, is single and living at home; Elma, born February 19, 1886, is a trained

nurse at the Lakeside Hospital in Cle\’eland ; Emmett, born December 15,

1889, is a graduate of the Orrville high school aud is single.

After Mr. Steiner’s marriage he settled on the farm where he now lives,

and he has devoted his attention exclusively to farming of a general character

and to stock raising. He owns one of the best farms of Greene township,

consisting of one hundred and five acres in section 15. He has improved it
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in every way possible and he reaps bounteous harvests from year to year.

He has a iDeautifully located and commodious residence and such outbuildings

and farming machinery as his needs require. He has been especially inter-

ested in raising and dealing in horses. He has taken a great deal of interest

in the education of his children. Aside from his farming he was an agent

for an insurance company for a period of about twelve years. In politics he

is a Democrat and a member of the school board of Greene township, and

religiously he is a member of the Mennonite church. Members of the Steiner

family rank deservedly high in all circles of Wayne county’s best citizenship.

GEORGE A. EIKE.

A substantial and influential citizen of Greene township, Wayne county,

is George xA. Fike, who is managing his well improved farm w-ith that fore-

sight and discretion that stamps -him as a modern agriculturist of a high

order. He is the son of George and Catherine (Rinehart) Fike, and was

born in Clinton township, Wayne county, November 27, 1854. He was reared

on the home farm which he helped work and received his primary education

in the common schools. He also studied at Professor Eberly’s school at

Smithville. this county, where he took a teacher’s course and received a good

education, enabling him to begin teaching, which he continued from the time

he was seventeen until he was twenty-four years of age, teaching during the

winter months and attending school in the summertime. He won considerable

local reputation as an educator.

Mr. Fike was married on May 15, 1879, to Ida E. Caskey, who was

born in Wayne county on December i, i860. She was a student in one of

Mr. Fike’s schools. Her family has long been a very highly respected one in

this county.

After his marriage Mr. Fike abandoned teaching and began merchandis-

ing, managing a general store at Smithville, this county, succeeding J. S. Paul,

having remained there during the building of the Wheeling railroad. He
made a success of this venture, but in time sold his store and purchased a farm

in Canaan township, this county, on which he remained for four and one-

half years, then bought a farm of eighty acres at Geyers Chapel and he then

moved to his present farm in the northeast quarter of section 16, township

17 north, range 12 west. He has a finely improved farm and an attractive

and commodious dwelling and other buildings. He carries on general farm-
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ing in a manner that shows him to be fully abreast of the times in all matters

pertaining to agricultural pursuits. As a stock raiser and dealer in thorough-

bred stock he has won a wide reputation, no small portion of his income being

derived from this source. He has made a specialty of Shetland ponies and

English Berkshires. He has been very successful in whatever he has under-

taken, and is now one of the substantial citizens of his township.

To Mr. and Mrs. Fike five children have been born, namely : Della, born

July 7, 1880, is the wife of Willard Chaffin, of Akron, Ohio; Pearl, born

May 4, 1886, is a graduate of the Smithville Normal School and is teaching;

George C., born September 19, 1889, graduated from the Smithville high

school; he also has taught school; Harry, born July 21, 1892; Eva, born May

27, 1896.

Mr. Fike and family are members of the Lutheran church at Smithville.

In politics Mr. Fike is a Democrat, and he has taken considerable interest in

local political affairs, having served very acceptably as justice of the peace.

This family stands deservedly high in all circles of the county.

WILLIAM A. FIKE.

Improvement and progress may well be said to form the keynote of the

character of William A. Fike, and he has not only been interested in individ-

ual affairs, but his influence is felt in the upbuilding of the community where

his eminently successful life has been spent. He has ever been a very indus-

trious man, striving to keep abreast of the times in every respect, and as a

result every mile-post of the years he has passed has found him further ad-

vanced, more prosperous, more sedate and with a larger number of friends

than the preceding. He was born in Canaan township, Wayne count}', Febru-

ary 12, 1853, the son of George and Catherine (Rinehart) Fike, the former

an .American by adoption only, having been liorn in Alsace-Lorraine ( for-

merly a part of France, but now in Germany), his birth occurring November

7, 1825. His parents, Alichael and F\a Fike, brought him to the United

States in 1837. I'hey came to Ohio, locating in Canaan townshi]), Wavne
county. When a boy George Fike worked on the farm which his father de-

veloped from the primitive wilderness, lie received only a limited education

in the inefficient schools of his time. W'hen seventeen years of age he de-

cided to become a merchant and accordingly began working in a combined

bakery and store; later he clerked in a store at Alansfield, Ohio. Later in
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life he purchased a foundry at Loudonville, Ohio, where he engaged in the

manufacture of stoves. He was very successful in this venture and when he

sold the foundry he purchased a farm in Canaan township, Wayne county,

which he managed in a manner that stamped him as an up-to-date agricul-

turist.

George Fike was married to Catherine Rinehart in 1850. She was also

a native of Alsace-Lorraine, having been born there on October 25, 1825.

To this union the following children were born; Louisa Ei, William A.,

George A., Joseph B., Jacob M. and Mary J., all living in 1909. George

Fike was a member of the English Lutheran church, and a trustee in the same,

also acted as treasurer for many years. He was a strong character and in-

fluential in church and all circles.

^Villiam A. Fike was reared on the home farm and received a common
school education in his native community. Later he attended Professor

Eberly’s school at Smithville, Ohio. He was married in 1876 to Mary A.

Hoover, who was born in Greene township, June 4, 1854, the only child born

to Henry E. and Elizabeth (Christman) Hoover. Heniy Hoover was the

son of John and Catherine (Bair) Hoover; and John was the son of Henry

Hoover, who was the son of Benjamin Hoover. The last named was born

in Germany, and he came to America before the Revolutionary war. Benja-

min Hoover had the distinction of serving as a soldier in the war of the

colonists for independence. When a girl, Mrs. Fike attended the common
schools and received a fairly good education.

After his marriage Air. Fike, having chosen farming as his life work,

located in Greene township, renting land for some time until he could get a

start. Being a good manager, a hard worker and a man' who laid well his

plans and always saw to it that they were carefully executed, he prospered

and in a short time was able to buy land. Later he sold this land and moved

onto a farm of one hundred and seventy-three acres, which his wife inherited

from her father, comprising one of the model farms of this favored section

of the great Buckeye state. No more beautiful place could be found in the

county. It is highly cultivated and under an advanced state of improvement

in every particular. The crops have been so skillfully rotated and otherwise

managed that the fertility of the soil has not depreciated, and bounteous har-

vests are annually reaped from its fields. Only a cursory glance over this

model farm is necessary to show that a gentleman of thrift, excellent taste

and sound judgment has its management in hand. He has one of the finest

residences in Greene township, and it is one of the most attractive in the

county, being modern in every detail, of beautiful architectural design and
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pleasantly located in the midst of well-kept lawns and iiiYiting shade trees.

It is commodious, imposing and at the same time cozy, and its furnishings

are in keeping with its external appearance. Here the many friends of

the family delight to gather, for here they always find hospitality and genu-

ine old-time courtesy and good-will.

The following children haue blessed this home : Ada, born NoYember

27, 1878, received a good common school education and three years in music;

she has remained single and is living at home. Ida G. was born December

20, 1880, and died at the age of eleven months. Alpha B. was horn Au-

gust 12, 1881, and received a common school education. H. F. Fike, who

was born June i, 1885, was in Company A, First Regiment United States

Infantry, serving with distinction in the same for a period of three years in

the Philippine Islands. Being a keen observer, his trip abroad was of great

benefit to him ; he is now employed in an automobile shop in Akron, Ohio.

Cree A. was born March 31, 1890, and she is a graduate of the Orrville

high school. Besides their own family of interesting and intelligent chil-

dren, Mr. and Mrs. Fike have reared Cora Maud Ainsworth, who has been

in their home since she was six years of age.

With the exception of one year spent in AVooster Mr. Fike and his

family have lived on their farm. They are consistent members of the Re-

formed church of Christ at Orrville. in which Mr. Fike has served as elder

and also deacon, having long been an active worker in this congregation and

a liberal supporter of this church. In politics he is a Democrat and he has

served very acceptably as one of the trustees of Greene township; also served

as school director. He is a pleasant man to meet, always companionable,

friendly and straightforward, and he and his entire family stand deservedlv

high in the social, business and religious circles of AAMyne countv.

ANDRFAA^ J. REHM.

One of AAMyne county's native sons who have become leaders in their

community is Andrew J. Rehm, a business man of more than ordinarv fore-

sight, and as a citizen, ])ublic spirited and progressi\-e in all that these terms

imply. For a numlier of }'ears he has been an important factor in promoting

the progress of Baughman townshi]), of which he is a nati\-e, hax’ing been

born July d, 1876, and allhougb yet a young man, he has been successful

to a gratifying degree in his chosen line. He is the son of George and
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]\Iary C. (Sickman) Rehm, both being now deceased, the father having

died when Andrew was six }'ears of age. He was a man of sterling char-

acter and he made a success, having been very industrious and a man who
was honest in his business and social life. The Sickman family was also

a highly respected one. Alien George Rehm died, his son Andrew was

sent to school until he was eighteen years of age by his mother, who kept

house until he was twenty years of age. He received a fairly good educa-

tion and early in life gave evidence of becoming a man of affairs.

iMr. Rehm was united in marriage with Sarah Summers, who was born

in Pennsylvania and reared in Tennessee. She is the representative of an

excellent family, and she was given a good education. To Air. and Mrs.

Rehm three children were born, namely: Vernon, who at this writing is

eight years of age; Earl, seven years old; Olen, two years old.

After his marriage Mr. Rehm engaged in farming very successfully until

December, 1908, when he purchased a stock of groceries, and he is now
conducting a general store at Burton City. He has a complete line of

carefully selected goods, and his store is well arranged, well managed and

is up to date in every respect, and an excellent trade is enjoyed with the

surrounding community. Because of his obliging disposition and his scrupu-

lous honesty in all h.is dealings, he has won the confidence and good will of

all those who know him.

In politics Air. Rehm is a Democrat and at present he is one of the school

directors of his district, and he takes a great deal of interest in the cause

of education in his district. Fraternally, he is a member of Arlington Lodge,

No. 775, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being past noble grand of the

same, and he has always taken considerable interest in this order. Religiously,

he belongs to the Lutheran church and is a liberal supporter of the same.

JOSEPH W. BRINKERHOFF, AI. D.

Among the able and successful practitioners of the medical profession in

Wayne county, Ohio, the subject of this sketch stands among the leaders.

For nearly forty years he has practiced the healing art at Burbank, and dur-

ing this period he has always enjoyed the unbounded confidence and high

regard of all with whom he is acquainted. He has been highly successful in

his profession and has also been an active supporter of every movement
which has had for its object the upbuilding of the community or the betterment







WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1185

of local conditions, and he is eminently entitled to representation in this vol-

ume.

The history of the Brinkerhoff family as far as recorded goes back to the

early emigrant ancestor, Joris Dircksen Brinkenhuff (as it was then spelled),

who in 1638 emigrated from Holland to New Amsterdam and became the

first elder of the Dutch church in Brooklyn. The family acquired considerable

wealth and became known as one of the old-line families of New York state.

One member of the family. Col. John Brinkenhuff, who was born in 1702 and

lived in Fairfax county, New York, served in the Revolutionary army and

was a close friend to George Washington. At one time during that struggle

Washington was visiting at Colonel Brinkenhuff’s home and the latter wished

very much that the General would tell him of a certain move which the army

was expected to make. Finally Washington leaned over the table and saitl,

“Colonel, can you keep a secret?’’ The Colonel protested that he was a man
of honor and could, of course. “Well,” said General Washington, “so can

L” Subsequently the family moved to Pennsylvania and they owned much of

the land on which the battle of Gettysburg was fougbt during the Civil war.

Another member of this family, William Brinkerhoff, became president of

Franklin College, at New y\thens, Ohio, but died soon after being inducted

into office.

The subject’s ])aternal grandparents were Daniel and Rebecca (Frazier)

Brinkerhoff, the former of whom was born near Carlisle, Cumberland county,

Pennsylvania, March iq, 1780, and died in 1848, and the latter was born

in the same county on June 15, 1783, and died in 1872. They were married

in 1809 and in about 1820 came to Wayne county, Ohio. Shortly after locat-

ing here they bought an uncleared farm of one huu.Ire 1 and sixty acres in

Congress township, and proceeded at once to clear a little spot and erected

a small log caliin, to which they moved. They were energetic and e\'entually

made a splendid farm of this rough tract.

Doctor Brinkerhoff’s maternal grandparents were George and Barbara

Sommers, who were among the earliest settlers of Canaan township. Great-

grandfather Abraham Sommers was one of the first settlers of Wayne county,

having entered from the government all of sections 2() and 32 in Canaan town-

ship and the east half of .sections 5 and 8 in Wayne township.

The .subject’s father. John Brinkerhoff, was horn June 9, 1813, in Cum-
berland county, Pennsylvania, and in bis boyhood he accompanied his father.

Daniel Brinkerhoff, on his migration to Ohio. Here he took an acti\e ])art

in the task of reclaiming the land, which at that time was densely covered

with the ])rimeval forest growth. He secured what education he corl l in the
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schools of the neighborhood, and made such progress that in 1835 -began

teaching, moving to \\’ooster, and during the following sixteen years he fol-

lowed that occupation. He was connected with the academy which was

started in Wooster in the forties, and which has since developed into Wooster

University. During the Civil war he served as superintendent of the Wooster

high school and was a member of the school board in 1872 when the high

school building was erected. Soon after coming to Wooster John Brinker-

hoff became an elder in the United Presbyterian church and was retained in

that position over fifty years. He was ardent in church work and gave his

support to all worthy movements. When a young man he had done some sur-

veying and helped lay out much of the land on which the city of Wooster now

stands. The subject of this sketch, when a lad, helped his father in some of

this work. John Brinkerhoff was a stanch Republican in politics and was

the first nominee of that party to be elected to the state Legislature from

Democratic Wayne county, and only one other has done so since. He died in

1900. In 1833 John Brinkerhoff married Rebecca Sommers, who was born

August 7, 1817. in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania. She died in 1851,

Avhen the subject was but six months old, and in 1852 Mr. Brinkerhoff mar-

ried Mary Robinson, who was as true a mother to the subject as it is possible

for a stepmother to be. Her death occurred on November 7, 1908. John

Brinkerhoff was the father of two children besides the subject, namely

:

George S., who is a successful teacher at Warrensburg, Ohio, and Daniel O.,

who died December 24, 1861, as the result of camp fever which he contracted

while in the sendee during the Civil war.

Joseph Brinkerhoff was born in Wooster, Ohio, on the i6th of Feb-

ruary, 1851, and secured his elementary education in the public schools of

that city, graduating from the high school with the class of 1869. Having

determined to take up the practice of medicine as his life work, he then entered

the office of Dr. L. Firestone, studying with him four years. During that

time he attended the medical department of Wooster University, where he

graduated with the class of 1873 regular school of medicine. Immedi-

ately after his graduation Doctor Brinkerhoff went to Warrensburg, Mis-

souri, and entered the practice, but in November of the same year he returned

to Wayne county and located at Burbank, in the northern part of the county.

His success in the practice was assured from the start and the Doctor has

practiced there continuously since. He has a large practice and enjoys the

unbounded confidence of all wdio know him. He is a careful reader of the

best professional literature and keeps himself in touch with the age hi the

latest discoveries pertaining to the healing art. Those qualities of mind and
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heart that do not pertain to the mere knowledge of medical science, but greatly

enhance the true worth of the family physician, are not wanting in him. He
possesses the tact and happy faculty of inspiring confidence on the part of his

patients and their friends and in the sick room his genial presence and con-

scious ability to cope successfully with disease under treatment are factors

that have contributed much to the enviable standing which he has attained.

The Doctor keeps in touch with his professional brethren through his mem-
bership in the Ohio State Medical Association, of which he is a valued mem-
ber.

Politically Doctor Brinkerhofif is identified with the Republican party, in

the success of which he takes a great interest, and he has served efficiently as

a member of the town council of Burbank. Socially he is an appreciative

member of the Free and Accepted Masons, holding membership in Harrison-

ville Lodge No. 137, at Lodi; Oriental Chapter No. 128, Royal i\rch Masons,

at West Salem, and Wooster Council No. 13, Royal and Select Masters, at

Wooster. He was raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason in 1881.

The Doctor and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and

give to that society an earnest and generous support.

Doctor Brinkerhoff was married on the 19th of November, 1874. to Ella

M. Hemler, who was born at Utica, Licking county, Ohio, on January 21,

1851, the daughter of James and Mary (Byers) Hemler. To this union three

children have been born, two dying at birth and Mary at the age of seven

months. Mrs. Brinkerhoff died on December 8, 1909. James Hemler,

father of Mrs. Brinkerhoff, was born October 14, 1819, in Huntingdon county

Pennsylvania, and his wife Mary was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania,

April 5, 1820, and died March 27, 1873. James Hemler was a tailor by trade

and in 1849 came from Pennsylvania to L^tica, Ohio. He was an elder

in the Presbyterian church. In old age he retired from active work and is

now making his home with his daughter Alice in Los Angeles, California.

He is very handy with the needle and but a few years ago he made for each of

his children a silk piece quilt, hemstitched, and remarkable for the arrange-

ment of colors and the general workmanshi]). To James and Mary Hemler

were born the following children ; Mrs. Elizabeth Rogers, of San Jose, Cali-

fornia
;
Oscar John, of Susanville, California; Mrs. Sarah Turner, of Lincoln,

Nebraska; Mrs. Alice Virginia Johnson, of Los Angeles. California; Mrs.

Lillian Smoots, of Springfield, Missouri; and Mrs. Brinkerhoff.

Though a busy man. Doctor Brinkerhoff has ever taken a healthy inter-

est in matters outside his profession, being an interested reader of the best
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current literature and a man who thoroughly enjoys social occasions. Inci-

dentally he is much interested in geology and in his home and the yard he has

many interesting specimens of rock, petrified trees, etc., evidences of the

glacial period in Ohio.

JOSEPH MILLER.

Conspicuously identified with the business and material interests of Bur-

bank and the township of Canaan is the subject of this sketch and he has won
for himself an honorable position in the community and is a distinctive type

of the successful self-made man. Not a pretentious or exalted life has been

his, but one that has been true to itself and to which the biographer may re-

vert with feelings of respect and satisfaction. Identified in a prominent way
with various interests, and having attained prestige by successive steps from

a modest beginning, it is eminently fitting that a sketch of his life, together

with an enumeration of his leading characteristics, be given in this connection,

as he is recognized as a man of strong and alert mentality, deeply interested

in everything pertaining to the advancement of the community along material

lines and today is recognized as one of the progressive men of the county

of Wayne. Mr. Miller is widely and favorably known in the community and

stands high in the esteem of all who know him.

Joseph Miller is a native son of Ohio, having been born at Rocky River,

Medina county, Ohio, in 1838. He is the son of John and Adeline (Addle-

man ) Miller, the former of whom was a native of France. Early in the

nineteenth century John Miller left the vine-clad hills of sunny France and

came to the United States with the intention of improving his material condi-

tion. Going to Cleveland, Ohio, he had an opportunity to buy land there for

one hundred and twenty-five dollars an acre, but, not liking the appearance

of the sandy soil there, he located in Aledina county, this state, and took up a

farm of one hundred acres. He entered at once on the task of clearing this

and rendering it fit for cultivation and in the course of time he found himself

the possessor of one of the best farms in that section. He made that his

home during the remainder of his life and died there at the advanced age of

eighty-four years. In connection with his farming operations, he dealt ex-

tensively in livestock, in which also he was successful. He and his wife be-

came the parents of four children, of whom the subject of this sketch is the

only one now living. John Miller was a man of many worthy parts and stood

high in the community in which he lived.
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The subject of this sketch received his education in the common schools

of Medina county, his attendance at school being somewhat limited, as at the

age of fourteen years he began to learn the dual trade of blacksmith and ma-

chinist. He developed into an expert workman and followed these occupa-

tions during the following sixteen years. In i860 Mr. Miller moved to Bur-

bank, Wayne county, where he worked at his trade for six years, and at the

end of that time he entered the hotel and livery business and also secured the

contract for carrying the mail, which at that time was a good business. He
was occupied in this way for thirty-eight years, when he suffered the loss -of

the hotel by fire. Since that time he has lived practically retired from active

participation in business. He still retains a strong interest in the welfare of

the town, however, and in 1907 he erected the largest store building in Bur-

bank, in the residence of which building he now lives. In addition to this

property, Mr. Miller owns several farm properties in Wayne and Medina

counties, and on these he is extensively engaged in the breeding and raising

of pure-bred Holstein cattle. He is an alert and progressive business man
and is alive to the best interests of the community. In evidence of this fact,

he states that he will rent his fine new store room in Burbank at a mere

nominal rental in order to induce another store to open in the town. He
evinces a public-spiritedness that reflects greatly to his honor and it is this

spirit which has gained for him the exalted position he now occupies in the

community.

Mr. Miller was married to Lizzie Stein, who was born in Medina county,

the daughter of Andrew Stein, an early settler of that county and who died

in Toledo, this state. To Mr. and Mrs. Miller four children have been born,

namely: William; Lizzie, the wife of O. D. Odenkirk, of Wooster; Jennie

the wife of John Spreng; Rose, the wife of Frank Watson.

In politics Mr. Miller renders a stanch allegiance to the Democratic party,

and takes a keen interest in local public affairs.

FREDERICK W. NEUMEYER.

The people who constitute the bone and sinew of this country are not

those who are unstable and unsettled, who fly from this occupation to that,

who do not know how to vote until they are told, and who take no active

and intelligent interest in affairs affecting their schools, churches and prop-
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erty. The backbone of this country is made up of the families which have

made their homes, who are alive to the best interests of the community in

which they reside, who attend to their own business in preference to the

affairs of others, and who work on steadily from day to day, taking the sun-

shine wdth the storm, and who rear a fine family to a comfortable home and

an honest life. Such people are always welcome in any country and in

any community. They are wealth-producers and this country is blessed with

many of them, among which is that of the subject of this sketch.

Frederick W. Xeumeyer is directly descended from a long line of

German ancestors, and the remarkable fact is noted that he is the seventh

in consecutive order to bear the name of Frederick W. Another interesting

fact is that for seven generations there has been but one child born to each

family, and that child a son.

Mr. Neumeyer was born in Cleveland. Ohio, May 28, 1847, and is the

son of Frederick W. and Louisa (Rebble) Neumeyer, both of whom were

natives of Germany. They were married in the fatherland, and in about

1845 came to the United States, locating at Cleveland, Ohio. The father

was a shoemaker by trade and he followed that calling all his active years.

In i860 the family moved to Wooster and in 1862 came to Burbank, Wayne
county, Ohio, where the last days of the parents were spent. They were

quiet and unostentatious folk, but were possessed of sterling qualities of

character that commended them to the esteem of all who knew them.

Frederick W. Neumeyer, of this review, received his education in the

schools of Cleveland, also attending several terms in the schools of Wayne
county after the removal of the family here. As soon as old enough he

learned his father’s trade, that of shoemaker, and in due course of time be-

came a proficient workman, following that vocation with gratifying suc-

cess for the long period of thirty years at Burbank. He also became profi-

cient as a barber, and since 1880 he has followed that vocation in connection

with shoemaking. He has been successful in business matters, and is now

the owner of a fine and fertile farm of one hundred and thirty-eight acres,

which he rents, deriving therefrom a neat income.

The military chapter in the life record of Mr. Neumeyer is one of the

most interesting. On February 2, 1864, he enlisted in Company I, Twenty-

ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served with a most creditable

record until the close of the war. He made the entire rounds with that

matchless leader, Sherman, having first visited Columbus, Bridgeport, Ala-

bama. then went to Atlanta and was in the trying campaign and many hard-

fought contests roundabout that stronghold. He was honorably discharged
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on July 13. 1865. He has the distinction of being the organizer of James

Young Post, No. 376, Grand Army of the Republic, of which he is still

a member.

On February 22, 1867, Mr. Neumeyer wedded Mary Conklin, a native

of Wayne county, and to them have been born eight children, namely:

Frederick W., Guy, deceased: Gaylord, deceased: iNIae, Lillie, Hallie, Harry

and Ray. There is also an adopted son, William. Mrs. Mary Neumeyer

died on January 2, 1901, and on the 4th of September, 1902, iMr. Neumeyer

married Minnie Jourdin, a native of Aledina county, Ohio. To this union

no children have been born.

Politically, Mr. Neumeyer has always given an enthusiastic support

to the Republican ticket and has himself been honored by election to several

local offices of importance. He has served as a member of the town council

of Burbank, as street commissioner, and for fifteen years rendered valuable

services as a member of the school board. He is public-spirited and has the

best interests of the community at heart.

Religiously, Mr. Neumeyer is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

church and takes an active interest in the various departments of church

work. He is a whole-souled gentleman and a public-spirited citizen, and is

ready at all times to use his means and influence for the promotion of such

public improvements as well conduce to the comfort and happiness of his

fellow citizens, and there is probably not another man in the town who is

held in higher esteem by the population, regardless of sects, politics or

professions.

DAVID J. WEAVER.

Action is the keynote of the character of all who achieve success—action

wisely planned and carefully carried out. The successful life stoiy of D. J.

Weaver is a case in point, lieing one of a determined struggle for a definite

purpose. He started in life practically on his own resources, but being a

man of force and will he has succeeded and is now comfortably located on

his farm in Baughman township, Wayne county, which he has wrested from

a resisting nature and improved year by year, and which througli his efforts

is as good land as the county affords.

Mr. WTaver was born at Attica, Seneca county, Ohio, januarv 7, i85().

the son of W. C. and Elizabeth ( 'fhompson
) W'ea\'er. 'Flic former was a

native of Lancaster county, I’enn.sylvania, where he grew up and was edu-

cated. He came to Ohio early in life and married in this state. lie was a
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good business man and became an extensive and well-to-do farmer, a man

of much influence in his community. He took considerable interest in Re-

publican politics. His death occurred in 1893 and his widow, a woman of

admirable personal traits, is still living in 1909. They were the parents of

the following children
:

John, Frank S., D. J., Ervin, Mary and Bertha,

all living at this writing, D. J. of this review being the only one in Wayne
county. Ohio. He was reared upon the farm which he assisted in developing,

attending the country schools during the winter months, receiving a fairly

good education in the common schools. He remained under the parental

roof until he was twenty-five years old. having farmed his father’s place

for a part of the crops which he raised. He proved to be a good farmer and

soon had a start. He is now the owner of a very valuable farm of seventy-

five acres, which is under a high state of improvement and yields bounteous

harvests under his able management. He carries on general farming and

stock raising and is doing well with both. He has a comfortable home and

all the farming machinery and outbuildings to meet his requirements.

Mr. Weaver was married in 1885 to Edith O. Stinson, who was born

in Wayne county, Ohio, December 9, 1861. She is the daughter of William

Stinson. This famil}'^ has long been an honored one in this county. When
Mr. \\Taver came to Wayne county he located on a farm east of Dalton in

Sugar Creek township. He has always been a farmer and a good one, too

To Mr. and Mrs. Weaver three children have been born, namely:

Edna, born January 5, 1886, is a graduate of the Marshallville (Ohio)

high school. She taught school very successfully for some time. She is now
married and lives in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. William Weaver was born

August 6, 1888, and he gives promise of a successful business man, as does

also his brother, Earl, who was born March i, 1890, and who graduated from

the local high school in 1909.

Mr. MTaver is a Repulilican and he takes much interest in local polit-

ical affairs, and he is at present very ably filling the office of one of the

trustees of Baughman township, serving his third term. Fraternally, he

belongs to Orr\-ille Lodge, No. 430, Free and Accepted Masons. He is

a member of the United Presbyterian church at Dalton.

CHARLES WESLEY WHITMORE.

The unostentatious routine of private life, although of vast importance

to the welfare of the community, has not figured to any great extent in his-

tory. But the names of men who have distinguished themselves by the pos-
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session of those qualities which mainly contribute to the success of private

life and to the public stability, and who have enjoyed the respect and confi'

dence of those around them, should not be permitted to perish. Their ex-

amples are most valuable and their lives well worthy of consideration. Such

are the thoughts that involuntarily come to mind when we take under review

the career of such an honored pioneer as the gentleman whose name initiates

this paragraph. Though he was not permitted to carry out his original plans

for life-work, he has not been denied a fair measure of success in the work

to which he has devoted himself, and today he is numbered among the rep-

resentative citizens of Canaan township.

Charles W. Whitmore was born in Canaan township, Wayne county,

Ohio, on the 21st of April, 1868. He is the son of Hezekiah and x\nna M.

(Balmer) Whitmore, the former of whom was born in Cumberland county,

Pennsylvania, on the 6th of October, 1830, and the latter in the town of

Mechanicsburg, the same county, on September 29, 1839. The subject’s

paternal grandfather, Samuel Whitmore, of Cumberland county, Pennsyl-

vania, was a very early settler of Wayne county, bringing with him his son

Hezekiah. They settled on a farm in Canaan township and after the death of

his father Hezekiah Whitmore took up the operation of the home place, and

lived there during the remainder of his life. He was converted in the United

Brethren church at the age of fourteen years and thereafter he was an earnest

Christian, devoting much time to earnest church work and frequently going

many miles to attend meetings. He was the possessor of musical talent of a

high order and was prominent in the singing in all meetings which he at-

tended. In physique he was very muscular, being then considered the strong-

est man in his section of the state, it ben asserted that he could, unassisted,

lift and move around the rear end of a threshing machine. His death, which

occurred at the early age of thirty-eight years, was caused by a strain from

lifting. His death occurred August 18, 1868. On the i8th of December,

1866. he married xTima M. Balmer, and they became the parents of one child,

Charles Wesley, the suliject of this sketch. i\nna 1\I. Balmer Whitmore sold

the home farm after her hushand’s death and. on Febrnary 18. 1875, she be-

came the wife of Cyrus Stratton, who died May 14, 1896. To this union was

born one son, Franklin B., July 25, 1876. By a prior marriage Mr. Stratton

had a son, Jose])h W. Stratton, l)orn in 1861. who died February 27. i88().

1'he mother of the subject. Mrs. Anna M. Stratton, was born in IMechan-

icsburg, Pennsyl\-ania. on September 29. 1839. and is a daughter of Christian

Balmer. The latter was a minister of the United Brethren church, and in his

early days he followed the trade of a coachmaker, in this way supporting him-
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self, and preaching on Sundays. The family came to Ohio in 1851. Anna

]\I. attended school in Pennsylvania, and after coming to Ohio she attended

the high school at Smithville. Subsecjiiently she engaged in teaching school

for twelve terms, meeting with splendid success. In 1866 she was married to

Hezekiah Whitmore, to which union one son. Charles W., was born. Mr.

Whitmore died on August 5, 1868, and in 1875 she became the wife of Cyrus

Stratton. They had one son, Franklin B. Stratton, who was born July 25,

1876. He lives in Cleveland, is married and the father of four children, two

sons and two daughters. Cyrus Stratton died on May 14, 1896, and his

widow now makes her home with her son, the subject of this sketch. Mrs.

Stratton is an accomplished penman, having given this line considerable study

in her younger days. She has always been an ardent church worker and en-

joys the unbounded respect of the entire community.

Charles W. ATitmore remained at work on the home farm until he was

fifteen years old and during the interim attended the district schools near his

home, completing his public school education by attending the high school

at Burbank. He then took the classical course at the Northwestern Ohio Nor-

mal University at Ada, remaining there until within a year of graduation,

when, by way of review, he took the preparatory course at Wooster Uni-

versity, afterwards entering the three-years classical course, including special

courses in music and natural history. Soon after he entered upon his senior

year his health began to fail and he was advised to cjuit his studies at once

and take up work in the open air. He and his mother then bought the Strat-

ton farm of one hundred and eighty-eight acres in Canaan township and

since that time ( 1891 ) Mr. Whitmore has devoted his attention to the

operation of that place. The outdoor life has brought a return of health and

Mr. Whitmore is giving to his work the same enthusiasm and energy which

he formerly devoted to his studies at school. He has taken a strong in-

terest in educational matters and gives his support to every movement look-

ing to the advancement of the moral, educational or material interests of the

community.

In politics Mr. Whitmore is an arden supporter of the Prohibition

party, believing the temperance Cjuestion to be tbe most vital issue now be-

fore the American people. His religious belief is that of the Methodist

Episcopal church, his membership being with the society of that denomina-

tion at Canaan. He has been actively interested in church work since he was

eight years old and for many years he has served as class leader. He
served as superintendent of the Sunday school for two years at Canaan and

in a like capacity one year at West Canaan, and since 1897 he has served
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continuously as teacher of the adult class in the Canaan Sunday school. He

is also a member of the official board of the church, being a steward and

trustee.

On the 7th of March, 1894, Mr. Whitmore married Jennie M. Frary,

who was born September 30, 1871, in Canaan township, Wayne county,

Ohio, the daughter of Asa Frary, who is referred to elsewhere

in this work in the sketch of William Frary. To this union have been

born three children, namely: Howard Seelye, born January.4, 1895: Lowell

Asa, born Alay i, 1898; Merrill H., born October 21, 1903. The subject

has earned for himself an enviable reputation as a careful and progressive

agriculturist, always known for his prompt and honorable methods of deal-

ing, and thus he has earned the deserved and unbounded confidence of his

fellowmen. His farm is well adapted to the cultivation of the products com-

mon to this part of the state, and also to stockraising, to which he has given

some attention. His methods have been progressive, and his improvements

of a character which are indicative of a thorough knowledge of his business

and a deep interest in it. In 1906 and 1908 Mr. Whitmore set out two

orchards of about sixteen acres, which are beginning to bear. He has already

had some fine apples, peaches and pears and he takes a great pride in it.

FREDERICK WENGER.

The little republic of Switzerland has sent more citizens to the Lhiited

States according to its size than perhaps any other foreign country. They

have been coming to our shores since the old colonial days and they have

almost without exception proven to be progressive and public spirited, quickly

adopting our manners and customs, ready to defend our institutions on the

battlefield or in private life, and no class of foreigners is more welcome in

the numerous communities where they have located. Of this vast number,

Frederick Wenger, father of the gentleman whose name forms the caption

of this sketch, deserves to be remembered. He was born in Switzerland in

1805, and while yet a young man he made his way to .\merica. About the

same time there also came to this country from France a young girl. Mag-

dalena Miller, who was horn there on March 31, 1809. lly strange chance

of fate they each located in Greene township, Wayne county, Ohio, where

they met and were subseciuently married. 'I'liey soon settled down on the

farm where the subject of this sketch now resides. 'I'he city of Orrville
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now covers the major part of this land. It was at that time covered with

woods, but Mr. W^enger began work earnestly and soon had a small spot

cleared, on which he erected a small log cabin. He became a large land

owner and was very prosperous, a man who was far-seeing and analytical

in his judgment; he was very accurate in figures “in his head,” seldom using

a pencil and paper for the most complex problem. He was not a highly

educated man, but he was widely read, always keeping a good library. He
was one of the leading pioneers of this county, a strong man in every re-

spect and a leader in his locality, a man whom everybody respected and

admired. He remained here until his death, which occurred in 1873. His

good wife passed to her rest on June i, 1888. They were the parents of

thirteen children, five of whom are living in 1909, namely: Elias; Magda-

lena, wife of David Mast, living in Iowa; Leah, widow' of Stephen Miller,

of Weland. Iowa; Lydia, widow' of Samuel Benner; Frederick.
,

Frederick Wenger, of this review', W'as born in Greene towmship, Wayne
county, Ohio, April 6, 1855, and he w'as reared on the farm where he still

lives, having enjoyed the rare privilege of spending his life under his parental

rooftree, a thing that is denied most of us. When old enough he began

working in the fields and attending the common schools during the wdnter

months. When he reached the age of tw^enty-one he took charge of the

home farm and his subsequent career as an agriculturist has been highly

successful and satisfactory.

Mr. Wenger was married to Catherine Schrock, was w-as born in Greene

township, this county, June 17, 1854, the daughter of Moses Schrock, w'ho

W'as born, lived and died in Greene township, his birth occurring June 10,

1828, and the date of his death w-as April 22, 1909. He was a prosperous

farmer and good man. He married Christena Greig on September 15, 1853,

and to this union six sons and three daughters were born. Christena Greig

was born April 17, 1831. Mrs. Wenger received a good education in the

local schools and she has been a faithful helpmeet and an exemplary mother.

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Wenger, namely

:

Amanda, born Alarch 8, 1878, is the wife of Elmer W. Burkholder; Lydia,

born June 30, 1879, is the w'ife of Simon Schmucker; Levi J., born March

2, 1884, is devoting his life to farming and teaching in the common schools;

he has remained single.

Mr. ^Venger is one of the substantial men of his community. He owns a

very valuable farm of eighty acres along the corporate limits of Orrville.

It is under a high state of improvement and is one of the model farms of
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this part of the Buckeye state. He has a beautiful modern home and every-

thing about the place shows that a gentleman of excellent taste has its man-

agement in hand.

Mr. and Mrs. Wenger are among the best citizens of the county, and

their friends are numerous throughout the same. Mr. Wenger is a member

of the Amish Mennonite church. In politics he is a Democrat, and he al-

ways takes an abiding interest in whatever tends to promote the general

good of his county.

JACOB REH.M.

The old Keystone state has sent a vast horde of its most enterprising

citizens to Wayne county, Ohio, and they have played well their parts in

the upbuilding of the same. One of this worthy number is Jacob Rehm,

who was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, December 3, 1842, the

son of Jacob and Barbara ( Hutz) Rehm, both natives of Germany. Jacob

Rehm, Sr., was born October 8, 1808, and died November 25, 1899, aged

ninety-one years, one month and seventeen days. Like many of his con-

temporaries of that period, he conceived the idea of coming to the United

States when he had grown to manhood, consecjuently he crossed the broad

Atlantic in an old sailing vessel, landing on our shores about 1832, and he

soon located in Franklin county, Pennsylvania. Barbara Hutz came to

America with her parents when she was still a very young girl, and she, too,

settled in h'ranklin county, Pennsylvania, where her father soon had a com-

fortable li\’ing amid the new conditions w hich they liravely faced. She was

married to Jacob Rehm, Sr., in 1836, and in 1845 they moved to Baughman
township, Wayne county, Ohio, wdiere they secured one hundred and sixty

acres of land, mostly in the w'oods, but l)eing made of sterling stuff they

set to work with a wall and soon had a good home and a fine farm, d'hey

lived there until 1867 when they moved just across the road from (heir

original farm, where they purchased an eighty-five-acre place, where thev

lived until 1899, November 25th of which year Mr. Rehm died, aged

ninety-one years, one month and seventeen days, lie had nothing when he

came to the United States. Being a wea\er by trade, he wo\e some carpets

and in that way saved some money and sent for his father, defraying his

expenses to this country. His father was Martin Rehm. a ])lain, honest.*

excellent old German. To such a man as Jacob Rehm, Sr., all credit is

due. for although he started out in the midst of the greatest i)ossible dis-
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couragements, he had all the elements of success within him and during his

lifetime he accumulated fifty thousand dollars, and all this was the result

of excellent management and honest dealing, for he was a very religious man

and not a dishonest dollar ever passed through his hands. He took a very

active interest in the Lutheran church, of which he was a member and a lib-

eral supporter and an elder in the same for many years, being, in fact, the

main pillar of that church. In politics he was a Democrat. Quiet and un-

assuming, he did not seek public display, but rather preferred the even tenor

of his way. All who knew him were unstinted in their praise of his many

admirable qualities of head and heart. His noble wife was also a faithful

advocate of all that was ennobling and good.

To Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Rehm, Sr., ten children were born, eight sons

and two daughters, namely: George; Mary, who is the wife of Henry

Crites; Jacob, of this review; Catherine, John, Martin, Daniel, Samuel,

William and Henry.

Jacob Rehm, of this review, was two years old when his parents- came

to Wayne county, Ohio. When he reached the proper age he began working

on the home farm, continuing thus until he was twenty-one years of age,

having in the meantime attended the neighboring schools and received a

very serviceable education. After he reached legal age he worked for his

father by the month.

Mr. Rehm was married in 1868 to Catherine Forrer, a native of Lan-

caster county, Pennsylvania, where her birth occurred on April 18, 1847.

She came to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1855 with her parents, who were pro-

gressive and highly respected people. She received a common school edu-

cation and has proved to be a very faithful and sympathetic helpmeet. To
Mr. and Mrs. Rehm five children have been born, two of whom died in

early childhood. Those living are Mary, the wife of Ora Brillhart, living

in Baughman township; Emma, the wife of Peter Felix; Amos married

Grace Layman.

Mr. Rehm has prospered by reason of his close application to business

and his excellent management. He is the owner of one of the model farms

of Wayne county, consisting of three hundred and forty-five acres, all in

Baughman township, which is conservatively worth ninety dollars per acre.

It is well improved in every respect, and the crops have been so skillfully,

rotated that the soil has retained its original fertility. He has a modern,

'commodious and nicely furnished home, substantial barn, convenient outbuild-

ings and all the farming machinery that his needs require,—in short, his

plxe shows thrift and prosperity. He keeps an excellent grade of stock of
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all kinds and is an admirer of fine horses
;
however, hogs are his specialty,

and a large part of his income is derived from the handling of large num-

bers of all excellent breed from year to year.

In his political relations Mr. Rehm is a Democrat, hut not a strict parti-

san, often preferring to vote for the man instead of the party. He keeps

abreast of the times by wide miscellaneous reading. Religiously, he belongs

to the Lutheran church, being an elder in the local congregation and a liberal

supporter of the same. All movements having for their object the general

progress of Wayne county find in him a hearty exponent, and he and his

excellent family are the recipients of the courteous treatment that is due

people of theii' good standing.

WILLIAM F. WINTERSTEEN.

One of the best-remembered gentlemen of the past generation in Orr-

ville, Wayne county, was the late William E. Wintersteen, than whom a more

whole-souled, affable and all-around high-minded citizen it would have been

difficult to find, and although his earthly career has ended, the good he did

and the many kind words spoken by him still live in the hearts of his many
friends and acquaintances. He was born near Jefferson, this county. April

16, 1864, the son of Benjamin and Sarah Wintersteen. After spending his

early childhood on the home place he lived in Reedslnirg until he was mar-

ried, then moved to Wooster, from there back to Reedsburg, and then moved

to Orrville eighteen years ago and engaged in the furniture and undertaking

business. He was educated in the common schools of Reedsliurg. His

father had a furniture and undertaking establishment and he assisted in

the management of the same, thus early receiving the valualile training that

has been of such great help to him in his subsequent business undertakings.

He remained with his father until he was twenty-three years of age when

he went to Wooster and worked for Landis & Swope for two years. He
then returned to Reedslnirg and formed, a partnershi]) with his father, w hich

continued for two years. Lie then came to Orrville and was in business

alone on North Main street for a short time. He then formed a jiartnership

with J. H. Stansberry, which continued very successfully for ten years, .\bout

eight years ago he sold his furniture to Stansberry and bought a music store,

which he conducted in connection with his undertaking establishment.

In 1903 Mr. Wintersteen went on a western trip, accompanied by his

wife. They sojourned in New Mexico and California for one year in the
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hopes of benefiting Mr. Wintersteen’s health, but he continued to grow worse

and the end came at Claremont, southern California, on December 24, 1904.

His remains were sent back to Wayne county, Ohio, and interred at Reeds-

burg.

Mr. Wintersteen was married on December 12, 1885, to Lillian Houser,

daughter of David and Susan (Barnhart) Houser, who were influential

citizens of West Unity, Ohio. Mrs. Wintersteen was born at West Unity,

Williams county, Ohio. To this union six children were born, three of whom
are deceased

;
those living are : Guy, an electrical engineer, now working in

.\laska
;
Ralph and Charles.

Mr. Wintersteen was a member of the Reformed church, and fraternally

he was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Mod-

ern Woodmen. He was regarded by all who knew him as a most congenial

and companionable gentleman and he had scores of friends throughout the

county. He was kind and indulgent to his family and a successful business

man. Mrs. Wintersteen is living in a cozy and nicely furnished home in

Orrville, a woman of pleasing personality, who has many warm personal

friends here.

JAMES TAGGART.

From the early pioneer epoch the life of the honored subject of this

review has been identified with the agricultural and commercial activities of

Wayne county, of which he is a native son and in which he has maintained

a consecutive residence. He has now passed the psalmist's allotted span of

three score years and ten, and this fact is significant, since it indicates the

early date at which his parents must have cast in their lot with the pioneers

of this now prosperous and opulent section of the old Buckeye state. His

father exercised a potent influence in the development and advancement

of the county in the early days, and this is also true of the son, who has here

lived and labored to goodly ends., so ordering his life as to command the un-

reserved confidence and regard of all who know him. To a review of his

earnest and honorable life the writer turns with a feeling of respect and satis-

faction, since the same offers both lesson and incentive.

James Taggart, of Wooster township, was born in the city of Wooster,

Ohio, on March 20, 1836, and is a son of William and Lydia A. (Reiter)

Taggart. William Taggart was born in Belmont county, Ohio, March 5,

1811, and was a son of James Taggart, who came to the United States from
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county Cork, Ireland. That was prior to the war of the Revolution and he

was then but three years old, having been brought to this country by his par-

ents. The family came at once to Belmont county, Ohio, and there James

Taggart spent the remaining years of his life. William Taggart came from

Belmont county to Wooster in 1833. He was a saddler by trade and was

employed at this work at ^^"ooster until 1846, when he removed to a farm

in Wayne township, where he lived during the remainder of his life. He and

his wife are now buried in the Wooster cemetery. Religiously he was a

member of the Baptist church, of which he was a trustee, and he and his

wife both took a deep interest in the various activities of the society. His

political affiliation was with the Republican party. To him and his wife

were born the following children
:

James, the immediate subject of this

sketch: William, who now lives in Kansas, was a member of Company A,

One Hundred and Twentieth Regiment Ohio \"olunteer Infantry, during the

Civil war, was captured during the Red River campaign, and was confined in

rebel prisons at Tyler, Texas, thirteen months and seven days; Samuel died

April 26, 1863, at the age of twenty-three years; Joseph is deceased: Em-
mett F., who now li\'es at Akron, Ohio, was a private in the One Hundred and

Second Ohio Regiment during the Ci\’il war and has since held the rank of

major in the National Guards; Isaac is assistant cashier of the Merchants

National Bank at Massillon, Ohio: John lives at Columims; Mary Catherine is

the wife of A\hlliam Hatfield, a furniture dealer at Chicago. William Tag-

gart died October 31, 1862. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Lydia

A. Reiter, was horn in Berks county. Pennsylvania, November ii, 1814,

and died May 31, 1882. She was a daughter of William Reiter, who came

to Wooster townshijj. Wayne county, Ohio, in the early twenties. He here

followed the occupation of a farmer, in which he was fairly successful, and

became a well-known and influential man in Wayne county. He was widely

known as S(|uire Reiter, having served for many years as a justice of the

peace. I’art of the farm which he owned is now included in the farm owned

by the sul>ject of this sketch. W'illiam Taggart was ])osessed of strong (piali-

ties of mind, being a man of marked intelligence and .sound judgment. He was

energetic and ])rogressive in his methods, and during his acti\e \'ears was

identified with practically twery local movement looking to the l)elterment

of the community, especially along educational lines. He seiwed efficienth'

as ])resident of the Wayne County Agricultural Society for a number of

years and was a number of times a delegate to the State .Agricultural Societv

meetings. He was a well informed man on the general to])ics of the dav, ami
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during the Civil war he was an ardent supporter of the war measures of the

g•o^•ernment. He was a faithful supporter of all moral efforts and his influ-

ence was ever found on the side of good and against evil.

James Taggart was reared by his parents and received a district school

education. He remained at home with his parents until he was twenty years

of age, when he went to work for the Pennsylvania railroad. Two years

later, however, he returned to farming, in which he has since been contin-

uously engaged, with noteworthy success. He is wide awake and progres-

sive in his ideas and gives his personal attention to everything he undertakes,

so that all his undertakings have been rewarded with a gratifying result.

His fine country home in Wooster township presents an attractive appear-

ance, its general aspect indicating the owner to be a man of good taste and

excellent judgment. Aside from his agricultural operations, Mr. Taggart is

also identified with a number of other enterprises, in all of which he takes

a leading part. He is a stockholder in and chairman of the board of directors

of the Coach Pad Comi)any, Wooster, one of the successful enterprises of

that city, and is also a stockholder in the Wayne County National Bank.

In politics Mr. Taggart is a stanch Republican and has taken a very

active part in the local affairs of his party. He has been honored several

times by election to public office, having served as assessor and for three

years as a member of the county infirmary board. In 1907 he was elected

a trustee of the township, and is now serving as such with marked credit to

himself and the Irenefit of the township. He has several times served as a

delegate to the state conventions of his party. For twenty-seven years he

has been a member of the school board and for a number of years has been

])resident of that body. His religious faith is that of the Baptist church and

he is now a member of the church of that denomination at Wooster, of which

he is an earnest and liberal supporter. Mr. Taggart has taken a deep interest

in military affairs and for fifteen years he was a member of the Ohio National

Guard, belonging to the Eighth Regiment, and during the greater part of

this time was a sergeant, being regimental quartermaster for six years.

Mr. Taggart was united in 'inarriage to Catherine Scentman, a nati\’e

of Pennsylvania, and to them were born the following children : William S.,

who lives at Wooster, married Bell Tettars, and they have one child, Flossie;

John H., of Columbus, married Viola Tettars, and they have one

child, Howard; Anna lives at Dayton, Ohio; Sarah Jane, now deceased, was

the wife of a Mr. Etter, and they had three children. Grant, James and Chloe,

who married Addie Weaver, of Congress township, this county, this union

resulting in three children; James Lincoln, of Akron, Ohio, married Mary

Eckart, who died, lear-ing two children, namely: Alvirda, the wife of
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Charles Brubaker, of Rittman, this county, and they have two children,

Mildred Pauline and James Clifford ; Florence, who has made her home with

her grandfather, is now the wife of Lee Drabenstock and her mother

of one child, Arline; Ulysses Grant, of Wooster, married Margaret

Taylor and they have one child, Mary
;
Miley Bell is the wife of J. D. McKee,

of Chicago, Blinois, and they have one child, Robert. Mrs. Taggart died on

the 22d of April, 1904. She was a faithful member of the Baptist church

at Wooster and was possessed of many fine womanly qualities of character

which commended her to the love and good feeling of all who knew her.

During a residence of many years in this community, Mr. Taggart has

lived a life that has given him a high standing in the opinion of those who
know him best. A man of progressive spirit and marked enterprise, he has

alw'ays been foremost in all movements for the general good and his in-

fluence has ever been a potential factor for the best things in the life of his

fellow men.

HENRY H. FORRER.

The state of Pennsylvania has furnished a large number of its best

citizens to Wayne county, Ohio. This is not strange, for the distance is not

great and this is a much newer country and richer, also, than many parts of

the great Keystone state. Of this number of progressive citizens Henry H.

Forrer should be mentioned in this work, along with other leading citizens

of the county. He was born in Pennsylvania, September 30, 1842, the son

of Heni'y K. and Charlotte (Kendig) Forrer. The former was born in

Pennsylvania, but came to Wayne county, Ohio, and engaged in farming, be-

coming fairly well situated, spending the remaining years of his life here.

He had married before coming to Ohio. He was the son of Martin Forrer,

who also was born in Pennsylvania.

Henry K. Forrer moved to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1855 and here he

engaged in farming during the remaining years of his life, becoming well

established, owning one hundred and fifty acres of land. He was a member

of the Mennonite church and a good and useful man. His death occurred in

March, about 1897.

Henry FI. Forrer, of this sketch, was about twelve years of age when

he accompanied his ]>arents to Ohio, and here he worked on the home farm

until he was twenty-one years of age. He received a limited education in the

district schools of his community. He learned tiie carpenter’s trade and

became a very skilled workman, doing considerable contract work and there-
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by got a good start in the business world, having saved enough to purchase

seventy-seven acres of excellent land in 1895 ;
he also owns three and one-

half acres in the city of Orrville. The land had but few improvements on it

when he bought it, but he has made a number of changes and now has one of

the choice farms in this vicinity, clearing much of the land himself. He
erected a modern and commodious dwelling and a substantial barn, each being

among the most ’ attractive and modern in the township. He carries on

general farming and stock raising in a manner that shows him to be fully

abreast of the times.

Mr. Forrer married Margaret Anderson, a woman of fine personal

traits and the daughter of an excellent family. To this union three children

have been born, two sons living and one daughter deceased, namely : G.

W. Forrer. who is single and living with his parents, and J. E. Forrer, also at

home.

In politics Mr. Forrer is a Republican and he has always been a worker

in his party; however, he prefers to spend most of his time in looking after

his personal business affairs rather than mingling with the crowd of office

seekers. He is a cjuiet, unassuming, honest and highly respected man, one of

the best known citizens of Baughman township.

ABNER G. ORR.

The people who constitute the bone and sinew of this country are not

those who are unstable and unsettled, who Hy from this occupation to that,

who do not know how to ^'ote until they are told, and who take no active and

intelligent interest in affairs affecting their schools, churches and property.

The ])ackbone of this country is made up of the families which have made
their homes, who are alive to the best interests of the community in which

they reside, and who attend to their own business and are too busy to attend

to that of others, who work on steadily from day to day taking the sunshine

with the storm, and who rear a fine family to a comfortable home and an

honest life. Such people are always welcome in any country and any com-

munity. They are wealth producers and Wayne county is blessed with manv
of them, among the number being the subject of this sketch.

Abner G. Orr is descended from sturdy Irish ancestry, his grandfather,

Samuel Orr, having emigrated to this country from Ireland in young man-
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hood. He came at once to Wayne county, Ohio, and located in East Union

township. At that time he had no means, but he possessed strong arms and

a willing heart, and by dint of tireless energy and a wise economy he rvas

enabled to buy a small tract of land, to which he added from time to time

as he was able until at the time of his death he was the owner of a fine farm

of three hundred and twenty acres. He married Mary Burnett, and they

became the parents of eight sons and one daughter. Of these sons, Thomas

was the father of the subject of this sketch. He was born in East Union

township on October 31, 1820, and was reared on his father's farm, which

he continued to till during his active years. He married Nancy Gaddis and

they became the parents of six children, two boys and four girls, namely

:

Martha, the wife of Albert Hughes, of Defiance county, Ohio; Mary, the

wife of Abram Eshelman, of Alilton township; Abner G., the subject of

this sketch; Emma, the wife of Charles Swaingart, of East Union town-

ship
;
William J. married Emma J.- Brenneman and resides on the old home-

stead in East Union township; Sarah A., who was the wife of C. M. Badger,

is now deceased.

One sad accident happened in the Bechtel family. In 1837 there was a

fire and the house burned, and four girls were burned to death. This affected

the health of the father so that he passed away and one year later on Christ-

mas day they l)uried him.

Abner G. Orr was born in East Union township, Wayne county, Feb-

ruary 3, 1856, and was reared under the parental roof. He attended the

common schools of his locality, supplementing this by attendance at Pro-

fessor Eberly’s school at Smithville. On the completion of his education he

began teaching school and followed this vocation seven years. He then re-

sumed labor on the farm and subsequently came into possession of a fine

farm of bis own, on which he is successfully prosecuting his chosen vocation.

He has a splendid farm of three hundred and eight acres, on which he raises

all the crops common to this locality, and in connection therewith he also

gives considerable attention to the l)reaking and raising of live stock, in

winch also he has l)een successful. He is a careful and painstaking man,

and the appearance of his property indicates him to be a man of good

taste and sound judgment. He has a comfortalde and commodious resi-

<lence, substantial and convenient outbuildings and barns, and in all depart-

ments of bis work he is up to date.

On h'ebruary 27, 1890, Mr. Orr was united in marriage to Sarah M.

Bechtel. She is a daughter of Jacob Bechtel, who was born on February 29,
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1836, in Greene township, where he spent his entire life. Mrs. Orr was

born Jnly 26, 1861, on the farm on which she now' lives. To Mr. and Mrs.

Orr have been born four children, as follows: Walter B., born April 16,

1894; Mary E., born Jnly 10, 1896: Emily A., born January 23, 1899;

Charlotte K., born September 27, 1901 ;
Sarah Lucille, born March 17, 1906,

died August 24, 1907.

In politics Mr. Orr is an enthusiastic Republican and is now serving as

one of the trustees of Greene township, having also served as a member of

the school board. In religion, he and his wife are active members of the

Presbyterian church at Orrville, to which they give an earnest and generous

support. Mr. Orr is an excellent citizen, quiet and unostentatious, and enjoys

the respect and confidence of his neighbors and friends, who have known him

from early boyhood.

DAVID WENGER.

One of the best-known and most progressive native sons of Wayne
county is David Wenger, wdiose entire life has been spent w'ithin her borders,

and he has ahvays had deep!}' at heart the well-being and improvement of

the county, using his influence wherever possible for the promotion of enter-

prises calculated to be of lasting benefit to his fellow men, besides taking a

leading part in all movements for advancing the community along social,

intellectual and moral lines. Air. Wenger w'as born in Sugar Creek towm-

ship, March 22, 1864. He is the son of Emanuel WTnger, w’ho w’as born

in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, wLere he grew' to manhood and w'here

he W'as educated, having married there, and soon afterw'ards came to Wayne
county, Ohio, his w'ife also having been a native of Pennsylvania. They lived

on a farm and became prosperous and highly respected citizens of Sugar

Creek township. To them seven sons were born, three of w'hom are de-

ceased
;
those living are David, Emanuel, Christian and Amos. They have

a half-sister living, Anna, the daughter of Emanuel Wenger by his second

W'ife, who was Mary A. Tschantz.

David Wenger w'as reared upon the home farm; however, when eleven

years of age he removed w'ith his parents to Burton City, w'here he attended

the common schools and received a fairly good education. Not content

to begin the battle of life with a common school education, however, he
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went to Oberlin, Ohio, and took a commercial course, graduating there in

the spring of 1885.

Mr. Wenger's bent seemed to be toward merchandising and he accord-

ingly sought employment in a store at Orrville, clerking in a clothing store

there for a period of four years, giving his employers entire satisfaction,

for he was courteous, alert and possessed innate ability that went to make

a first-class clerk. Seeking a broader field, where he could learn more of

the life of a merchant, he betook himself to the city of Dunkirk, New York,

and he remained in this prosperous little city for about a year, during which

time he picked up many helpful hints, being a man of well-developed per-

ceptive faculties, enabling him to closely observe the trend of events in

the commercial world, so that in 1891 when he returned to Wayne county

he was well ecjuipped to enter business for himself. He purchased a stock of

goods at Burton City and conducted a general store there, being successful

from the first, and is still managing the same, ha^ing built up a very lucrative

patronage with the surrounding country. He has a carefully selected and

well-arranged stock, of large dimensions, and he owns his store building.

He is also postmaster at Burton City, the duties of which he is ably dis-

charging.

As a Republican, i\Ir. WYnger takes considerable interest in local polit-

ical atTairs. Having studied law and having been admitted to the Ohio bar,

before which he passed a very satisfactory examination, he does a little office

work and is a notary public. He is at present clerk of Baughman township,

filling this office to the satisfaction of all concerned. He has studied law

at home until he is well grounded in its fundamental principles and should

he devote his attention e.xclusively to the practice of law he would doubtless

build up a large practice and achieve more than ordinary success, seeming

to be possessed of innate qualities that would redound to the accomplish-

ment of definite and large results in the legal field. He is a man of untiring

industry, force of character, public spirited and honest in his relations with

his fellow men, conse(|uently he has the confidence and good will of all who
know him.

Tn 1891 Mr. WYnger married Mary B. S])indler, of Ifurton Citw (i)hio.

and they have two daughters, (irace iM. and Margaret K.. aged res])ecti\ely

fifteen and seventeen years.

In 1898 Mr. WYnger was the Rejiuhlican caiididate for the Legisla-

ture, but Wayne county's Democratic majority was too gi'cat to o\ercome

and be went down to defeat with the balance of the Kepublicau ticket.
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DAVID CALVIN ARMSTRONG.

The first half of the nineteenth century was characterized by the

immigration of that pioneer element which made the great state of Ohio

what it is. These immigrants were sturdy, heroic, upright, sincere people,

such as constitute the intrinsic strength of a commonwealth. It scarcely ap-

pears probable that in the future history of the world another such period

can occur, or indeed any period when such a solid phalanx of strong-minded

men and heroic, self-sacrificing uomen will take possession of a new country.

Too careful or too frequent reference cannot be made in the pages of history

concerning those who have figured as the founders and builders of a great

commonwealth, and in connection with this brief review of the personal his-

tory of Mr. Armstrong it is our privilege to touch incidentally and specifically

upon interesting data in regard to the sterling pioneer family of which he is

a member and which has been identified with the annals of the Buckeye

state since an early period in the last century. The subject of this sketch is

known as one of the infiuential and worthy citizens and successful agricul-

turists of Seneca county, where he has passed practically his entire life.

David C. Armstrong was born in Canaan township, Wayne county,

Ohio, on the 2d day of October, 1853, and is a son of Calvin and Mary
(iMcKee) Armstrong, the former of whom was born in Canaan township on

June 3, 1826, and the latter in AVooster, Ohio, April 24, 1826. The subject’s

paternal grandfather, Thomas Armstrong, was born in Northumberland,

Pennsylvania, on the 22d of August, 1776. In his youth he came to Ohio,

locating in Columbiana county, where he grew to manhood, and, in 1801,

married Jane Cook. He was a soldier in the war of 1812, and after the

surrender of General Hull at Detroit, he was commissioned a captain and

won other military honors. After the close of the war he came to AAMyne

connty, Ohio, and settled on Clear creek, where he lived two years. He then

located on what became the Armstrong homestead in the southwestern part of

Canaan township. This section of the county was at that time very sparsely

settled, there being hut three families within a radius of four miles of his

cabin. He at once entered upon the herculean task of clearing this land and

putting it in shape for cultivation and none but those who have performed

this class of work can have any adequate idea of what it really meant. Mr.

Armstrong quickly took a front place among the early settlers and long was

considered one of the most influential and prominent men in his part of the

county. He was the first justice of the peace in Canaan township and

officiated at the wedding of the first couple married in the township. At the
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time of his death, which occurred on March 2, 1842, he was the owner of

about four hundred acres of land. Mrs. Jane Armstrong died April 14, 1856.

They were both members of the Wayne Presbyterian church, which he had

materially assisted in erecting in 1840, and his was the first body interred in

the graveyard adjoining.

Calvin Armstrong, the subject's father, was married September 5, 1847,

and built a fine residence one mile east of his father's home in Canaan town-

ship. In 1885 he moved two miles south and bought a farm of one hundred

and sixty acres, where he lived until his death, which occurred on April 21,

1901. Mary McKee Armstrong died on June 16, 1909. They were both

members of the Presbyterian church, and in politics he was a stanch Repub-

lican, and took an active interest in local public affairs, serving efficiently as

township trustee. The children born to Calvin and Mary Armstrong were

David C., the subject of this sketch; Thomas Albert, born June 10, 1849,

lives in Canaan township; Jane A., who was the wife of \\b F. Johnson and

died on December 14, 1905 ; Ina M., the wife of Thomas Fletcher, of Illinois.

David Calvin Armstrong received his education in the district school at

Golden Corners and during his vacation periods he devoted his time to as-

sisting his father in the work of the farm. He remained on the farm as

assistant until 1885, when his father left the farm to him and moved to an-

other place a mile south, since which time he has de\-oted his attention

to its operation and in which he has been eminently successful. He lives in

the commodious and attractive country residence, standing back a distance

from the highway and at the end of an avenue of stately maples. His

property embraces one hundred and seventy-three acres of as fine land as

can be found in Wayne county.

On the 22(1 of February, 1900, Mr. Armstrong was united in marriage

to Alice J. Smitli, who was born January 25. 1859, in Lucas county, Ohio,

the daughter of James and Elizabeth Smith, of Chester township, this countv.

James Smith had been a resident for many years near Toledo, Ohio, and

in 1859 moved to Chester township, where he s])ent his remaining years.

NFLSOX R. COONEY.

There is no positi\e rule for the achieving of success, and yet in the life

of the successful man there are always lessons which might well be followed,

d'he essential conditions of human life are ])racticall_\’ ever the same, the

surroundings of individuals differing but slightly, and when one man passes



1210 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

another on the highway of life to reach the goal of prosperity before others

who perhaps started long before him, it is because he has the power to use

advantages which probably encompass the whole human race. One of the

young men of Wayne county, Ohio, who seems to have the happy faculty

of grasping situations as they arise is Nelson R. Cooney, who was born in

Hardin county, Ohio, November 3, 1874, tbe son of William H. and Mary

E. ( Nelson) Cooney, each representatives of old and highly respected fami-

lies, the genealogy of which shows that his paternal ancestors were Virgin-

ians, while that of his maternal ancestors shows that they were among the

early inhabitants of Wayne county, bis Grandmother Nelson having been

born while her parents li^ed in a settlement where the city of AVooster now

stands.

The subject of this sketch was reared on the home farm and attended

the district schools during the winter months, working in the fields during

crop seasons. He had a natural literary turn and was ambitious to gain

a higher education, consequently he entered Ohio Northern University, at

Ada, Ohio, the winter of 1902-3, from which he graduated in the law de-

partment in 1905, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He not only stood

high in his class, but was prominently identified with all the affairs of the

college affecting student life in any of its phases. He came out of college

well etjuipped in his profession. After leaving college, he was associated

with a law firm in Kenton, Ohio, for a year, at the end of which he became

engaged in law editorial work on the editorial staff of the Laning Company,

of Norwalk, Ohio, and assisted in the editing of several important treatises

on Ohio law; later he was transferred to the sales department, and after a

year and a half in the service of the above-named company he obtained

a position on tbe sales force with the Edward Thompson Company, law

book pulilishers, of Northport, Long Island, New York, with whom he

remained until the spring of 1908.

About the time Mr. Cooney came of age he became a teacher in the

public schools of his native county, which vocation he followed for a period

of eight years in a very acceptable manner, his services as such always being

in demand. Had he continued in this line of work he would doubtless have

become one of the leading educators of his part of the state, but he chose

the law and has won a wide reputation as a lawyer throughout the locality

of his residence, not only as a man well versed in the law, but his arguments

before a jury are always convincing; he has also acquired some note as an

orator and is frequently called upon to make public addresses.

In the spring of 1908 Mr. Cooney located in Dalton, and on June ist



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. I2I I

of that year he was married to Lata B. Horbach, a talented and cultured

young lady, the daughter of Frank E. and Mary E. Horbach, Mrs. Cooney's

father, now deceased, having been a wealthy and successful business man of

Dalton. Mrs. Cooney was born November lo, 1882, and aside from the edu-

cation she acquired in the village schools, she is accomplished along musical

and elocutionary lines, having studied in Otterbein and Oberlin colleges.

During the time Mr. Cooney was in college, he was interested in mili-

tary affairs, he having held a commission as first lieutenant in Company G,

Second Regiment Ohio National Guard. He is a member of Dunkirk Lodge,

No. 549, Free and Accepted Masons, and of Ada Chapter, No. 138, Royal

Arch Masons, and is also a member of Norwalk Lodge, No. 730, Benevolent

and Protective Order of Elks, Norwalk, Ohio. Mr. Cooney is a fraternity

man, being a member of Sigma Phi Epilson, in which organization he is quite

prominent and well known, having held the position of grand president of his

fraternity since igo6, as a result of four elections in the grand chapter.

In politics, the subject of this sketch is a Democrat, and has always

taken an active interest in local political affairs, and in the fall of 1909 he

was elected mayor of Dalton, on the Democratic ticket. Soon after his

election, he was appointed to a position in the legal department of the general

land office at Washington, D. C., which he accepted and held for se\-eral

months, only returning to assume the duties of the office to which he had

been elected and to execute the trust committed to his care by his constituents

and fellow citizens. He takes an abiding interest in all matters pertaining

to the welfare of his community, and by reason of his public spirit, genuine

worth and his courteous demeanor he is held in high esteem by all who know
him.

JOHN H. HOUSER.

The life of John EL Houser has been such as to bear aloft the high

standard which was long maintained by In's father, who was one of the early

residents of Wayne county and whose life was signally noble, upright and

useful, one over which falls no shadow of wrong in word, thought or deed.

Such was the type of men who laid the foundation and aided in the devel-

opment of this, one of the foremost counties in the Ehu'on, and to their

memories will ever be jiaid a tribute of reverence and gratitude by those who

have profited by their well directed endeavors and appreciated the lessons

of their lives.
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John H. Houser was born in Baughman township, this county, where

he has always made his home, his birth occurring on May 30, 1875, the son

of John H. and Elizabeth (Lang) Houser, the former a native of Dauphin

county, Pennsylvania, where he first saw the light of day on September 10,

1818. While yet a single man he came to M'ayne county. Ohio, since he

lived in an epoch when “westward” seemed to be the watchword. He ob-

tained some good land, but farming was somewhat secondary, since he de-

voted the major part of his time to stock raising, having been a great horse-

man. He bought and shipped large numbers to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

and made most of his money in that way. He was a competent judge of a

horse and always had some fine ones about his place. He married, in this

county, Elizabeth Lang, whose parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Lang, were na-

tives of Germany. After a very industrious, honorable and useful life the

father of the subject of this review passed away in Eebruary, 1893. To John

H. and Elizabeth (Lang) Houser three sons were born, namely: John H., of

this review
;
Aquilla B. and Perry A.

John H. Houser, subject of this sketch, was reared on the farm and

he quite naturally chose that line of work for a livelihood and he has suc-

ceeded admirably well, being a hard worker and a good manager. While not

working on the home place during the days of boyhod he attended the

graded schools and the high school at Marshallville, this county, and he

received a very serviceable education.

In January, 1897, Mr. Houser was married to Elma E. Rosier. She was

born and reared at Dalton, Sugar Creek township, this county, and she at-

tended the Dalton graded schools, receiving a very good education. Her

family has long been a prominent one in that vicinity. To Mr. and Mrs.

Houser one daughter, named Evelyn, was born in January, 1901.

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Houser moved to Marshallville,

Ohio, where, for a period of six years, which were very successful, he en-

gaged in buying and shipping hay, then moved back to his farm, to which

he has since given his undivided attention. He is the owner of one hundred

and sixty-six acres of highly improved land in sections 8 and 9, Baughman

township, which is well worth one hundred dollars per acre. He keeps it

well stocked with cattle, and, in fact, many varieties of high grade live-

stock, being, like his father before him, an excellent judge of stock, and no

small part of his annual income is derived from this source, Everything

about his place shows thrift and prosperity, and he has a modern and

beautifully located dwelling and other substantial buildings.

Mr. Houser is always one of the first ones to get the late inventions
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and labor saving machinery, was one of the hrst to have the telephone

placed in his home and is the owner of an excellent five-passenger auto-

mobile, by means of which he gets a great deal of pleasure. In fact, he and

his family have everything that could contribute to their happiness and they

are well situated to enjoy life.

In his political relations Mr. Houser is a Republican, being an active

worker in the party. Fraternally he is a member of the Maccabees. Mrs.

Houser belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church. They- are pleasant

people to know and are held in high esteem by their neighbors and many

friends by reason of their hospitality and genuine friendliness.

SAMUEL A. XOLT.

By perseverance, industry and wise economy, the gentleman to whom
the biographer now calls the reader's attention has attained a comfortalde

station in life, and is well and favorably known throughout Baughman and

surrounding townships,—in fact, he is one of the leading agriculturists of

Wayne county, as a result of the industrious life he has lived here for over

a half century.

Samuel A. Nolt was born in Stark county, Ohio, August 27. 1854, the

son of Samuel H. and Fannie ( Huntsbarger) Nolt. both natives of Lan-

caster county, Pennsylvania, the former’s birth occurring on April 7, 1830,

and tlie latter on June 7, 1827. The father was a man of many sterling

(|ualities and he l^ecame a fairly well-to-do farmer for those days. He
reached an advanced age, dying on February 15, 1900, his faithful help-

meet having preceded him to the grave by many years, having died August

6, 1883. They were the parents of m’ne children, namely: Sarah A., horn

Decemher 22, 1850; David, January 15, 1852; Samuel A., of this review,

was the ne.xt in order of birth; John L., September 1, 1856; Jacob H., March

2T, 1859: Barliara, Novemher 23, 18C1 :
Benjamin, April 16, 1865: lacol)

and David ( twins). May 20, 1867. This family came from Lancaster county,

Penn.sylvania, in 1854, to Stark county, Ohio, l)ut not being fa\'oral)l)- im-

pressed with conditions there came on to Wayne county in the autumn of the

same year.

Samuel A. Nolt was reared on his father’s farm in Wavne countv,

which he heljied to develo]) when he l)ecame of projier age. lie attended the

common schools and got a very good education. On NoNcmber 2 (^. 187S, Ik*
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was married to Mary Eicher, who was born February 7, 1855. She came of a

good family and received a common school education. To Mr. and Mrs.

Samuel A. Nolt four children have been born, namely ; Ada, born August

24, 1879, is the wife of Vernon Jackson; Clara, born March 14, 1881, is

the wife of Carl Zimmerman; Banks, born January 30, 1883, has remained

S’ugle; Esta, born February 26, 1885, died on December 25tb of the same

year.

Mr. Nolt has devoted bis life to agricultural pursuits, with the result

that eminent success has attended bis efforts, he now being the owner of one

of the model farms of Baughman towmship, consisting of two hundred and

ninety-two acres, w'orth conservatively seventy dollars per acre. He is also

the owner of forty acres of good land in Texas. All his land is well improved

cind carefully managed. He has a modern, commodious and nicely furnished

residence which is located in the midst of attractive surroundings. He keeps

an excellent grade of various kinds of livestock, he being fond of good

horses and cattle. HE place shows that a gentleman of good tastes and ex-

cellent judgment has its management in hand. He has made his ample

competency by hard work and honest investment and speculation.

Mr. Nolt is influential in his community. He takes considerable inter-

est in Republican polit'cs
;
however, he devotes nearly all his time to his

personal affairs. For six years he was one of the trustees of Baughman

towmship. He managed the affairs of this office in such a manner as to gain

the heartv approval of all concerned. When he began in this office there rvas

a balance of only eight hundred dollars in the treasury and when his term of

office expired there w'as a sum of seven thousand and twm hundred dollars.

Personally Mr. Nolt is a man whom it is a pleasure to meet, jovial,

agreeable, hospitable and a well informed man. Tbe Nolt family bears an

excellent reputation tbroughout the county and takes first rank in the citi-

zenship of this favored section of the Buckeye state.

FREDERICK ANTHONY.

Among the vast horde of progressive citizens which the province of

Alsace-Eorraine (formerly belonged to France, now a part of Germany) has

sent to the United States it is safe to say that none are more deserving of

specific mention for what they have accomplished for themselves and their

fellow citizens and for the e.xemplary lives they have lived than the Anthony
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family, of whom Frederick, whose name introduces this sketch, is an hon-

ored representative. He was born in the country referred to on February

4, 1857, the son of George and Caroline (Young) Anthony. George An-

thony was a shoemaker of more than ordinary skill, having learned his

trade in the old country. He married there and brought his family to the

United States in 1865. They first located at Williamsport, Pennsylvania,

where they remained for one year, then moved to Lockhaven, that state,

remaining there for three years. In 1869 they moved to Loudonville, Ohio,

but soon located on a farm in the vicinity of Burton C-ity, Wayne county.

After establishing a good home here for his family, George Anthony died

in 1892, having become known as one of the leading farmers of his com-

munity and a man of exemplary character. He took a great interest in the

Lutheran church, of which he was a devoted member. His widow, a woman
of kindly and pleasing disposition, is still living, making her home at this

writing in Akron, Ohio. They were the parents of the following children

:

Julia, wife of Levi Wolf, of Akron, Ohio; Lena, wife of Ellsworth Cooper,

also of Akron; Caroline is the wife of Will Coonday, living lin Akron; Tena,

wife of Henry Bigler, of Akron, and Frederick, of this review.

Frederick Anthony was eight years old when he landed in the United

States. He found everything strikingly different to what he had been used

to in old Alsace and with a boyish eagerness he began imbibing new ideas

as to our customs and manners. He attended our common schools, where

he learned rapidly and received a fairly good education. While he was at-

tending school he was also learning one of the technical trades, that of shoe-

makmg, under his father, whom he assisted in making the living for the

family during his first years in this country. Thus he continued until his

marriage, which occurred n 1886 to Lavina Rehm, a daughter of George

Rehm, a well known family of Baughman township, whose members are no-

ticed on other pages of this volume. Mrs. Anthony was horn Februarv 21,

1864, and received her education in the home schools.

.\fter their marriage Mr. and IMrs. .\nthony moved on the old Rehm
farm in section 24, Baughman township, it consisting of ninety-five acres.

Mthough the place is an old one, the first settler of Baughman township, a

Mr. Baughman, having settled on the same upwards of a centurv ago. it

has been so well managed that the soil has retained much of its original vi-

tality and bounteous harvests are still reaped from its well tilled fields. This

township was named after the gentleman just referred to and the farm is

known to this day as the Baughman Hill farm, since it co\’ers a large hill.

Tt was here that George Rehm started in life. Mr. .\nthonv has pract'callv

retired from acti\-e fanning; however, he over.sees the planting and harvest-
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ing and other general work, and now that the evening of life has begun to

advance he finds himself surrounded with plenty on this historic old place,

as an evidence of his former years of thrift.

To IMi'. and Mrs. Anthony three children have been born, namely: Stella

M., born August 9, 1887: Warren F., Ijorn November 14, 1888; George R.,

born May 31, 1896.

The Anthony family are members of the Lutheran church, Mr. Anthony

being one of the deacons of the same, also treasurer of the local congregation.

He takes an abiding interest in church work and is practically one of the

pillars of the society to which he belongs. He is a member of the board of

education of Baughman township. In politics he is a Democrat. Mrs.

Anthony is financial secretary of the Ladies’ Society of the local church and

she, too, takes much interest in church affairs.

SAMUEL WOOD.

Among the prominent and successful citizens of West Salem, Congress

township, Wayne county, Ohio, the subject of this sketch takes rank. As a

business man, agriculturist and citizen in private life, he has so lived and

acted as to win the unbounded confidence and the high regard of all who
know him and he is eminently deserving of representation in this work.

Samuel WAod was born in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, on the

3d of January- J837, and is the son of Samuel and Christina
(
Brady) WMod,

both of whom were also born in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, the for-

mer on March 6, 1815, and the latter on June 17, 1815. The subject is a

descendant of one Edward Wood, a native of England who emigrated to

Pennsyh'ania about one bundred and fifty years ago. He was the son of

James Wood, who was a prominent and wealthy banker in England, and it

is a notewortby fact that in nearly every subsequent generation some member

of the ATod family has been connected with the banking business. Tbe

subject’s father, Samuel Wood, was a shoemaker by trade, and in 1842 he

left Pennsylvania and settled in West Salem, Ohio, where he bought a farm.

In 1855 he moved to Princeton, Bureau county, Illinois, where he resided until

his death. By his union with Christina Brady he was the father of the

following children : Samuel, George, A^illiam Henry, Frank, Sarah J.,

yiargaret X., Lydia A., Mary and Emma A.

Samuel Wood secured his education in the district schools of Congress

township, ihis county, and the early schools in West Salem. He had been
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brought to this state when he was five years old, and at that time there were

but five houses in the town of West Salem. Mr. M'ood remained at and

near West Salem until he was eighteen years of age, and during the latter

three years of this time he was engaged in assisting his father on the home

farm. At the age of seventeen years he began teaching school at the Beech

Grove schoolhouse and the next year he moved to Princeton, Illinois. There

he taught two terms of school, followed by two terms back in Ohio, and then

three terms in Benton county, Iowa. Other terms were taught in

Illinois, making a total of eleven terms in that state. During the following

five years he served as postmaster at Dysart, Iowa, resigning at the end of

that time in order to become associated with a bank there. In 1888 he

mo'.'ed back to Congress township, Wayne county, Ohio, and purchased a

farm of one hundred and forty acres, which he proceeded to improve and

cultivate. Several times during the next few years he returned to Iowa to

help in the bank there temporarily. In 1902 Mr. AVood established a bank

in West Salem, which he has since developed into one of the foremost business

institutions in the town. Mr. AAMod bought and fitted up a building on the

east side of Main street and the bank is now comfortably and conveniently

([uartered there. The bank has proved an important factor in the advance-

ment of the business interests of the town and its institution here has been

fully appreciated by the liusiness men of the town and farmers of the com-

munity. In 1902 Mr. Wood purchased a splendid residence property on

North Main street and has here a very comfortable and attractive home.

In politics Mr. Wood is a stanch Republican, but does not take an active

part in political matters. He is not a member of any religious denomination

and makes no profession of religion, but he is a firm believer in the great

truths of the Scriptures and is the teacher of the largest Bible class in AATst

Salem. Socially he is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons at AA’est

Salem, and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Good Templars in

Iowa. During the Civil war he was a member of the Union League, in con-

nection with which he passed through a numlier of exciting e.xperiences.

On the 74th of Novemljer, 1866, Mr. Wood wedded Elizabeth Bucher. ;i

native of Wkiyne county, Ohio, and the daughter of llenrv Bucher, also a

native of I’ennsyhania and an early settler of AAhiyne count}-, Ohio. Tlie\-

have heco7ue the jiarents of three children, namely: Otto II., of near Seattle.

Whisliington
:
Lillian Belle, at home, and b'rank R., who is a clerk in :i shoe

store at W'cst Salem. In all the relations of life Mr. AA'ood has pro\ed true

to every trust and now can feel assured of the sincere I'espect ;md esteem

of all who know him.

(77)
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D. B. KECK.

Early in life D. B. Keck realized the fact that success never smiles upon

the idler or dreamer and he has accordingly heeded such an aphorism, devot-

ing his life to ardent toil along lines that cannot but insure success. The pros-

perity which he enjoys has been the result of energy rightly applied and has

been won by commendable qualities. He is a native of Chippewa township,

Wayne county, Ohio, where his birth occurred January 14, 1845, the son

of David and Sarah
(
Benger) Keck, the former having been born in Colum-

biana county^, this state, in 1817. He came to Wayne county about 1844,

locating in Chippewa township, where he lived the remainder of his life. He
received a meager schooling in the old-time log school houses and early took

up farming, which he made a success, being a hard worker and delighting

in denuding the virgin soil of the primeval forest. He reached an advanced

age, his death occurring in 1895, bis faithful life companion having preceded

him to the silent land in 1894. They were well known and highly^ respected

citizens of Chip])ewa township. Seven children were born to them, namely

:

Catherine, wife of Jacob Namman; Eunice, wife of N. R. Gensemer;

Ephraim, who married Elizabeth Sichley, was a soldier in the Civil war;

D. B., of this review, was next in order of birth
; Harriet is the wife of David

Van Kirk; Mary is the wife of Amos Steel; Ezra married a Miss Darnel.

These children all recei\’ed every advantage possible at the hands of their

solicitous parents.

D. B. Keck was reared in this county, receiving his education here
;
his

opportunities along this line were not the best, but he made the most of his

time and was enabled to begin teaching. All his brothers and sisters were

also teachers, and this family became widely known as educators.

D. B Keck was married on November 21, 1872, to Amy Eranks, daugh-

ter of James Eranks, an old and prominent family of this county, where she

was born, the date of her birth being October 14, 1849. She, too, attended

the local schools, receiving a good education. She taught ten terms very

acceptably, her services in this line of work being in great demand, for she

had the happy faculty of pleasing both pupil and patron.

To Mr. and hlrs. Keck one daughter, Edith, was born December 25,

1876. She graduated from the local high school at Marshallville, after which

she took a philosophical course in the Wooster University, where she made

a splendid record for scholarship, graduatmg with the degree of Bachelor of

Philosophv. She took up teaching in the graded schools, which she followed

with uniform success for some time. She married William Galehouse and
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they are the parents of two children, namely; Daniel LeRoy, born April

19, 1906, and Florence L, born September 4, 1908.

Mr. Keck has for a number of years given his attention to his fine farm,

near Marshallville, Baughman township, which he has always maintained at

a high standard of excellence, and he enjoys an excellent reputation as a

progressive and successful agriculturist.

In his political relations, Mr. Keck is a Republican and he has long

taken considerable interest in the affairs of his party. He served very ably

and conscientiously for a period of twelve years as one of the township trus-

tees of Baughman township. He is a member of the Evangelical church and

one of the trustees of the same, taking an active interest in its affairs, and,

in fact, in whatever has for its object the betterment of his township and

county in any way. He is well known throughout the county and is judi-

ciously guarding the good reputation of the Keck family which has ranked

with the leading and most honorable in Wayne county since the days of the

first settlement.

H. A. SCHOLLENBERGER, M. D.

The qualities that have made Dr. H. A. Schollenberger eminent in his

chosen profession are proper intellectual training, thorough professional

knowledge and the utilization of the vanious attributes essential to success,

and he stands today in the front rank of physicians in a community noted for

its high order of medical talent. Fie is an American by adoption only, having

been born in Germany on August 5, 1862, and when a child he was brought

to the United States by his parents, John Franklin and Elizabeth W. (Gil-

bert) Schollenberger, who came to Ohio and located in Wayne county on

a farm, subsequently becoming known as progressive agriculturists. Here

young Schollenberger grew to manhood amid the wholesome outdoor environ-

ments that contributed to a healthy liody and mind. When he became of

proper age he began working on the home place, attending the district

schools during the winter months, receiving a good common school education.

Very early his predilection to become a physician manifested itself and he

accordingly entered the medical department of the Wooster University, later

attending the Medical College of Cincinnati, also Columbus and Cleve-

land and was finally graduated from the medical department of the Na-

tional Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio, in 1892, after making a very cred-

itable record in all the above named institutions. He also holds other di-
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plomas, thus being exceptionally well trained for his work. He first located

at Homerville, Ohio, where he remained five years, building up a good prac-

tice from the first; later he established an office at Danville and in time moved

to Buckeye City, both in Knox county, successfully practicing in that county

for over six years. It was in 1902 that he located in Smith ville, Greene town-

shij), Wayne county, and he has since remained here, having built up a

wonderful practice in the meantime and gaining a reputation as an able and

conscientious physician second to none in the county. His practice covers

a wide field and he is kept very busy attending to his numerous patients in

this and adjoining townships, and even to remote parts of the county. He
purchased a modern, beautifully located and nicely furnished home in Smith-

ville. He is official examiner for a number of life insurance companies, and

he is a member of the Wayne County Medical Society and the State Society

of Medicine. Fraternally he is a member of West Salem Lodge, No. 398,

Free and Accepted Masons, and also belongs to the Woodmen and Macca-

bees, carrying insurance in each. Politically, he has departed from his rear-

ing as a Republican and votes with the Democrats
;
however, he does not

take a very active interest in local political matters, not having the time to

do so. Religiously he belongs to the Disciple church at Danville, Knox
county.

Doctor Schollenberger was married in 1887 to Sarah J. Hutchinson, who
was born in this county April 7, i860, the daughter of an old and influential

family. This union has resulted in the birth of the following children

;

Charles E. J., a graduate of the local high school, and is now a student in

the chemical department of the Wooster University; Hazel L. was born

May 5, 1893; Rose X., born October 28, 1899; Zola E., who is deceased,

was born in 1890.

Doctor Schollenberger’s family is regarded as leaders in all circles in

this locality and they are the recipients of the friendship and esteem due peo-

ple of their worth and honorable standing.

CHARLES J. KOLLERT.

Back to stanch old German stock does Mr. Kollert trace his lineage, and

that in his character abide those sterling qualities which have ever marked

the true type of the German nation, is manifest when we come to consider

the more salient points in his life history, which has been marked by con-

secutive industry and invincible spirit, eventuating most naturally in securing
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him a high position in the respect and confidence of his fellow men. In an

analysis of his character we find the qualities of an upright manhood

—

loyalty in citizenship, reliability in business, conscientiousness in the discharge

of the duties of private life—and these are so combined as to make his a

strong personality, commanding respect and confidence.

Charles J. Kollert was born on the 28th day of August, 1880, near

Loudonville, Holmes county, Ohio, and is the son of Robert and Catherine

(Heil) Kollert, both of whom were natives of the German empire, the for-

mer born near Leipzig and the latter at Grosenstadt. Robert Kollert en-

tered the German army when he was about eighteen years of age and ser\-ed

his full period. He served throughout the bloody Franco-Prussian war,

securing for himself a most honorable record and was shot twice, once in

the wrist and once in the back, between the shoulder blades, while a third

bullet lodged in his coat pocket. When a young man of about twenty-three

years of age he came to the United States and took up government land

near Birmingham, Alabama. The same land, which at that time could be

bought cheaply, is now very valuable. Subsequently Mr. Kollert sold his

southern home and came to Loudonville, Ohio, where for two or three years

he worked by the month. When about thirty years old he married and soon

afterwards bought a farm a short distance west of Wooster, Ohio. In 1891

he disposed of this property and purchased a farm of one hundred and fifty-

two and a half acres in Canaan township, where he lived until his death and

which is the present home of the subject of this sketch. Mr. Kollert met

with an untimely death on the 23d of May, 1904, when he was struck and in-

stantly killed by lightning in his barn in Canaan township, the barn being

destroyed by the fire which ensued. He was widely and favorably known in

this county and in his death the community suffered a distinct loss. He was

a Democrat in politics, and took a commendable interest in local public affairs,

though he never held public office of any nature. He and his wife were

members of the Lutheran church and were faithful and consistent in their

lives. A man of many sterling qualities of character, he made friends of

all who enjoyed his acquaintance and his memory remains as a priceless

heritage to his family. Lie and his wife were the parents of the following

children; Charles J., the subject of this sketch; Fred, living in Congress

township; Mrs. Mary Stcltzer, of .\shland county, and IMrs. Ida Oswald, of

Canaan township.

Charles J. Kollert was reared under the parental roof and early became

accustomed to the duties pertaining to agricultural life. His educational

opportunities were .somewhat abbreviated because of the nccessitv of his con-
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stant help on the farm, but his lack of school-room education has been made

up during his subsecjuent life by much reading and habits of close observation,

and today he is considered a well-informed man. He remained his father’s

assistant until the latter's death, since which time he has devoted himself to

the operation of the farm and the care of his widowed mother, to whom he

gives the most careful and solicitous attention. He possesses a thorough

knowledge of agriculture in all its details and keeps in close touch with the

most advanced ideas relating to the science of agriculture, so that he has

been enabled to realize handsome returns for the labor he has bestowed. He
is maintaining the place at the same high standard of excellence set by his

father and is considered one of the enterprising and progressive young farm-

ers of the township. He is a man of splendid qualifications and has a host

of warm personal friends.

On the 26th of February, 1905, Charles J. Kollert was united in the

holy bonds of matrimony with Laura Briner, a native of Chester township,

Wayne county, and this union has been a most happy and congenial one, being

blessed in the birth of four children, namely: Theresa, Catherine, May and

Robert. These children comprise a bright and interesting family and the

comfortable and attractive home is the center of a refined hospitality which

is ever in evidence. In matters political Mr. Kollert gives his support to the

Democratic party, and he takes a live and commendable interest in the success

of the ticket, though he is not an aspirant for office or public preferment of

any nature.

Mrs. Catherine Kollert, who makes her home with the subject, is a

woman of splendid attainments and holds a warm place in the hearts of all

who know her.

ELMER U. BURKHOLDER.

The emigrant ancestor of the family of this name was John Burkholder,

a native of Bern, Switzerland, wLo. when only a boy, was seized with the

wanderlust spirit, like so many of his contemporaries, and accordingly made

his way across the broad Atlantic to the New World. Believing that greater

opportunities awaited him in the then far West, he came to Ohio, locating in

Wayne county, and, being a thrifty lad, he got possession of a farm which

he redeemed from the wilderness and lived on the same the rest of his life,

making a good living and leaving a competence to his descendants. His

death occurred in Smithville, Greene township, in 1875. He and his faith-
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ful helpmeet were the parents of four children, namely: Jonathan S., Jonas

K., Nancy and Sarah; the only one Jiving in 1909 is Nancy, the widow of

Enos Hartzler, of the state of Kansas.

Jonas K., father of Elmer U. Burkholder, was reared upon the home

farm in Greene township, which he assisted in developing. He married

Nancy Smucker and they went to farming, Mr. Burkholder becoming one

of the leading farmers of his community and he was regarded as a man of

excellent personal traits and was influential in local affairs. He is now
sleeping the sleep of the just, his death occurring in 1892. His widow is still

living. They were the parents of nine children, of whom one died in in-

fancy and another when fifteen years of age. The others are Emma, David.

i\lalinda, Lydia, Anna, Amanda, and Elmer U.

Elmer U. Burkholder was born in Greene township, M’ayne county,

June 12, 1873, reared upon the home farm which he helped im-

prove, attending the district schools during the winter months, later going

to school at Wadsworth. He received a good education, having applied

himself very closely to his text-books, and he taught several terms ver}^ ac-

ceptably in Wayne county, and he was gaining a wide reputation as an edu-

cator when his father died, which event rendered his return to the home farm

a necessity, consequently he abandoned teaching and resumed fanning,

which he continued very successfully for a period of ten years.

iMr. Burkholder was married, in November, 1897, to Amanda M'enger,

a woman of talent and refinement and the representative of an excellent

family. This union has resulted in the birth of five children, namely; Ray-

mond, born February 16, 1900; Mabel, born September 2, 1901; Forest,

born xA.pril 16, 1903; Eva, born October 13, 1905; Vergil, born January ii,

1909.

Mr. Burkholder is au all-round business man, exercising wise discrimi-

nation and sound judgment in all his affairs. His attention is now devoted

almost exclusively to banking, since he is at this writing cashier of the Farm-

ers’ and Merchants’ Bank at Smithville, Wayne county, and he is discharg-

ing the duties of the same iu au able and satisfactory manner to all con-

cerned, his careful methods and his courteous demeanor towards the patrons

of the bank having done much in establishing its prestjge throughout the

community. I'his rapidlv growing and sound institution was opened for

business on August 6, 1906. Mr. Burkbolder was at once chosen cashier,

for when the organizers began to cast about for someone worthy of this

res])onsible ])os.'tioii. none more available could be found than Mr. Burk-

holder, and the successful manner in which he has looked after the same
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would indicate that they were not misled in their estimate of the man they

selected. This is a private bank of four stockholders, namely; Wesley H.

Zaugg, president; E. W. Thompson, Charles M. Gray, Christian Tschantz.

In his political relations, Mr. Burkholder is a Democrat, though in the

midst of his many pressing duties he does not find much time to devote to

his party's affairs. Religiously, he is a member of the Mennonite church. He
has always borne a reputation such as those established by his father and

grandfather—exemplary in every respect.

MARTIN LAWRENCE.

It is a rare privilege and should be duly appreciated, as indeed it is in

the present instance, to be able to reside throughout life on the place where

we were born, for there are tender memories and associations about the old

home that nothing can take the place of. IMartin Lawrence was born on the

place he now owns in Chester township, ATyne county. January 28. 1859,

the son of George and Julia Ann (Yetter) Lawrence. His paternal grand-

parents, Christian and Magdalena (Etley) Lawrence, were natives of Middle-

town, Pennsylvania, and as early as 1818 they came to \Vayne county. Ohio,

locating about three miles west of WMoster on the farm now owned by

Doctor Ryall. They lived there for many years, but finally moved to Chester

township, where Christian Lawrence spent his last days on his son’s farm,

which is now owned by the subject. He had taken up government land for

each of his children. AVhen he came here he found an undeveloped country,

but one that abounded in great opportunities to the strong of heart and

courageous The maternal grandparents of the subject, Philip and Elizabeth

Yetter, were natives of Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio very early, first

settling in Holmes, later in Richland county, finally coming to AVayne county

where they became owners of a good home, spending the remainder of their

lives here; however, the death of Philip Yetter occurred in Michigan, and

that of his wife in A’ayne county.

George Lawrence, father of Alartin Lawrence, was born in AVayne county.

Ohio, in 1820. and his wife, Julia Ann Yetter, was born here in 1820. They

grew to maturity in their respective communities and married here, taking up

farming soon afterward, living and dying on the farm now owned by their

son, Alartin, of this review, the death of the father occurring in 1888 and

that of the mother in 1892. Ten children were born to them, six of whom
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are living in 1910. George Lawrence took a prominent part in church

affairs, first in the Lutheran, later the Reformed church.

Martin Lawrence was educated in the common schools of Chester town-

ship, working on the home farm during the summer months. When he

reached maturity he left the school room and devoted his attention exclusive-

ly to farming on the old homestead, finally buying out the heirs to the one

hundred and thirty-three acres. Prospering by reason of close application

to his work and good management, he was enabled to add eighty acres more

to the place in 1909, which now makes him the possessor of one of the choice

farms of the comunity. He carries on general farming and stock raising

very successfully and keeps his place in excellent condition in every respect.

Mr. Lawrence was married on July 29, 1886, to Sarah Ellen Eyman, a

native of Wayne county and the daughter of Henry B. and Nancy Eyman,

old settlers in Wayne county and highly respected citizens. To the subject

and wife two sons have been born, namely: Emmet A. and James S., both

assisting their father in carrying on the farm work.

In politics Mr. Lawrence is a Democrat and he served very acceptably

for three years as trustee of Chester township, also serving as a member of

the board of education.

REV. A. K. EELTON.

An able and popular minister of the gospel is the Rev. A. K. Eelton, who.

for many years, has performed a grand seiA’ice among the people whom he

has elected to serve, hui*ying the friends who pass over the mystic river, mar-

rying the young, beginning life’s more serious walks, and in many ways

assisting .in ameliorating the condition of the public at large, and his character

has been from his youth unblemished by shadow of wrong, nothing esoteric

in its entire course, so that the community regards him as one of its most

valuable citizens. He is a native of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, having

first seen the light of day there on January 17. 1848. the son of Jacob and

Elizabeth (Karns) Eelton, people of sterling worth and representatives of

excellent old ])ioneer families of the Keystone state, d'he Rev. h'elton was

reared on a farm in his native community, receiving a somewhat limited

education in the neighboring schools, which he attended during the winter

months, devoting his time to the cro])S the l)alance of the year. However,

he was an ambitious lad and he prepared himself for the great mission he
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has elected to perform, by extensiYe private study. He entered the fresh-

man year in Gettysburg College, having been enabled to pass the prepara-

tory grades by reason of his private study. He made a splendid record in

this institution, graduating from the same in 1871 with the degree of Bache-

lor of Arts. Having felt for some time that he was one of the chosen to

spread the Gospel of the Nazarene, he entered the Lutheran Theological

Seminary at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and there he became well grounded

in theology, and in 1874 was ordained to preach in New York City. His

first charge was at Glen Gardiner, New Jersey. He later took work in

western Kansas, and did a great amount of good in establishing the Gospel

in that far western country
;
hut in time he returned to central Pennsylvania

where he spent the major part of his time in the ministry in various charges.

It was in 1894 that he came to Ohio. He located in Smithville, Wayne
county; in 1903, and as in his former charges, he built up the church wonder-

fully, adding many new members and winning his way into the affections of

his congregation and the general public as well, for he is not only a forceful

jiulpit orator and exceptionally well advised in Scriptural teachings, but his

daily walk among his fellow men is such as to inspire admiration and con-

fidence.

Reverend Felton was married at Orangeville, Illinois, in 1877, to

Amanda Derr, the wedding occurring on July i. She was a woman of talent,

refinement and a zealous Christian worker. Her family belongs to one of the

old and highly honored ones of Lhiion county, Pennsylvania, though her home
was at Orangeville at the time of her marriage. She has become the mother

of four interesting children, named as follows: Susie E., born April 3, 1878,

a graduate of AVooster University rvith the class of 1909, with the degree of

Bachelor of Philosophy, and she is at this writing principal of the schools

at Plymouth, Ohio She also received a careful primarj education, graduat-

ing from the local high school. Elizabeth M. is the wife of Prof. A. H.

Schroy. Edna L., born in 1882, is single and living at home. Lloyd D.,

is a student in Wooster University.

These children have all been given every possible chance to become

educated and useful, and the wholesome home environment in which they

were reared is clearly reflected in their daily lives.

In his political relations, the Reverend Felton is a loyal Prohibitionist

and he loses no opportunity to strike a blow at that gangrenous blight on

our body politic—the rum traffic. This excellent family stands deservedly

high among the representative citizens of AA^ayne county.
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E. E. GILBERT.

In studying the life history of E. E. Gilbert, one of the successful and

progressive business men of Wayne county, the biographer finds that he has

attained his present position through his own indomitalile ability, having

received no help from wealthy relatives. Consec|uently he is deserving of the

honorable standing which is his today in this locality. He was born in Wayne
county, December ii, 1863, the son of E. H. and Mary (^liller) Gilbert,

the former a native of Portage county, Ohio, having been born in 1827.

He spent his youth in that state and received a meager education in the primi-

tive schools of those days. In 1847, when twenty years of age, he was married

to Mary Miller, a native of Pennsylvania, their wedding occurring after they

had come to Ohio, she having accompanied her parents here when a child.

E. H. Gilbert was a tailor by trade, and located in Smithville, this county,

where he established a tailor shop that was well patronized. Eor many

years he was postmaster of Smithville during the Civil war and during

Grant’s administration. Later in life he engaged in the carriage manufac-

turing business with his sons; this grew to large proportions, but a disas-

trous fire somewhat crippled the business. However, Mr. Gilliert was con-

sidered one of the prosperous men of his day in this locality, and was infiu-

ential and highly respected for his integrity.

To Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Gilbert the following children were born

:

U. E., M. H., A. EL, E. E., Emma, wife of Hershel Bowman: Huldah,

wife of George A. Clapper, of Wooster, Ohio.

E. E. Gilbert was reared in Smithville, this county, where he received

a good common school education. His father having been engaged in the

lumber business at one time, the son decided to make this line of business

his life work, consequently he received careful instruction in all the “ins

and outs” of the same from a very competent instructor, for his father

was an extraordinary man of affairs and mastered whatever line of liusiness

he turned his attention to. Having liked the lumber l)usiness and made a

success of the same from the first, E. E. Gilbert has devoted his suhse(|uent

life to this sjiecial line, being at present one of the best known lumber dealers

in the county and enjoying a very extensive patronage. Besides extensixe

and well-filled yards with all grades of lumlier, he has a modern and well-

managed saw-mill, and this is always a very busy j)lace at all limes, the

(juality of lumber handled by Mr. Gilbert being always reliable, and the

honest dealing he has done here since the \-ery first of his career has won

the confidence of everyone. He owns two and one-half acres of \aluable
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land where his mill is located. He is an extensive buyer of timber, which he

saws, and then ships the lumber, always finding a ready market for his

products. In connection, he operates a planing-mill, and carries a full line

of pine lumber and kindred lines. He owns a beautiful, modern and at-

tractive home in Smithville, the presiding spirit of which is a woman of cul-

ture and refinement, to whom Mr. Gilbert was united in marriage in 1889.

She was known in her maidenhood as Maude Taylor, a native of Medina

county, this state. She recei\'ed a good education, having studied at West-

field, passing through the high school there. This union has resulted in the

birth of four children, namely : Don E., who completed the course in the

Smithville public schools and is now a student in Wooster University

;

Julia, Gale and Taylor. These children are receiving every care and advan-

tage possible, and they give promise of happy and successful futures.

In politics Mr. Gilbert is a Democrat, but he is not an aspirant for posi- •

tions of public trust, preferring to devote his time to his large business inter-

ests
;
however, any movement looking toward the betterment of his locality

in any way finds in him a ready advocate.

REV. CHRISTIAN Z. YODER.

A man who has accomplished much for the amelioration of his fellows

in Wayne county is the Rev. Christian Z. Yoder, who has labored long

and ardently, often with disregard for his own welfare, if he could thereby

make some one better, happier ; his influence, like that of his honored father

before him, has always been uplifting and hundreds of people have been

made better for having known him. He is also a tiller of the soil, owning

one of the nicest fruit farms in Greene township. His father, the Rev.

John K. Yoder, long a noted Amish Mennonite minister, represented a

family who lived in the United States prior to the war of the Revolution.

His grandfather was brought to America by his parents when finite young,

he being the oldest of the family, and to aid his parents by paying for his

passage to the New AVorld he was bound out to a farmer in Berks county,

Pennsylvania, in which community he remained until he was twenty-one

years of age. He married Magdalena Yoder (no relation) and they later

moved to Mifflin county, that state, where Mr. Yoder lived until his death.

His wife survived him many years, and when she died she had numerous

descendants. She and her husband were the parents of eight children, five

daughters and three sons. John K. Yoder was the son of John Yoder, who
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was born in Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, in 1786 and died in 1855. Ke
married Mary King, who was a native of Berks county, Pennsylvania, but

she was reared in Mifflin county, that state. She was born in 1790 and died

in 1886, having lived nearly a century. John Yoder, the father of John K.

Yoder, was a member of the Amish Mennonite church, and was regarded

by all who knew him as a very honest, upright man. His children were

Jacob, Magdalena, Christian, John K. The last named was born January

21, 1824. He was reared on a farm and he naturally selected farming

for his life work. He married upon reaching manhood and li^ed on a farm

until 1855, when he moved from his nati\'e state to Ohio.

On May 5, 1850, while still in Pennsylvania, Mr. Yoder was selected

as a minister in the Mennonite church, which he served faithfully for many

years. So great was his fidelity to his church that in October, 1859,

selected by ballot as bishop in this church, which high honor was most

worthily bestowed according to those who knew the man. for he was both

al)le and very conscientious in his duties to his congregation. He was mar-

ried to Lydia Zook in Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, on January 9, 1845.

She was born March i8, 1827, and her death occurred September 20, 1887.

She was a faithful wife, a devoted mother and a good Christian. To the

Rev. John K. Yoder and wife three children were born, namely; Christian

Z., Mary Z. and David Z.

Rev. Christian Z. Yoder was born November 28, 1845. received his

early mental training in the home schools, and when he reached maturity he

married Lydia Smiley, a native of Elkhart county, Indiana, the date of her

birth having lieen December 5, 1846, and she came to Wayne county, Ohio,

with her parents in 1867. She was educated in the common schools and

reared on a farm. To this union nine children have been born, eight living

beyond infancy.

In April, 1869, Mr. and Mrs. Yoder moved on the farm where they now
reside, having made their home here continuously since their marriage. The

place consists of one hundred and fifteen acres, all under fine improvements,

and it is managed in such a manner as to gain the best results. No fiuer

land can be found in Wayne county than that owned by Mr. ^'()der, and no

more commodious, beautifully designed or more nicely furnished residence

is to be found in the rural districts of this countv than that of Mr. \’oder.

Everything about his ])lace shows that a gentleman of excellent tastes and

sound judgment has its management in hand, lie raises a large <|uantitv

of fruit, for which he always llnds a ready market, lie also has a s])lendid
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greenhouse, which he has seen develop from a small business to one of

large magnitude, one of the most extensive, in fact, in Wayne county.

In 1870 the first Sunday school of the Amish Mennonite church was or-

ganized in Wayne county, and Mr. Yoder had the distinction to be chosen

as its superintendent, and he succeeded in building up a large Sunday school,

servdng continuously in the capacity of superintendent until 1904. On Octo-

ber 14, 1890, he was ordained a deacon of the church, and on October 22,

1904, he was ordained as minister in the Amish Mennonite church, into which

he w^s baptized and received in 1865. He is a worthy son of a worthy sire,

the mantle of his noble father, who died August i, 1906, having fallen upon

his shoulders and which he is wearing most becomingly, doing an amount

of good in his community,—a leader, in fact, in church work and all move-

ments for the general good. He is an earnest speaker, always holding his

audiences in rapt attention, being a noted evangelist. He is vice-president

of the Mennonite board of missions and charities, being the moving spirit

of the same.

To the Rev. Christian Z. Yoder and wife the following children have

been born: John S., February 5, 1870, married Sarah Hartzler; David A..

April 3, 1872. married Josephine Lutz, of Medina county, Ohio: Rufus hi.,

September 7, 1874, married Bertha Albrecht; Menno S., January 5, 1878,

married Fetzer, of Smithville, Ohio: Ora C., March 21, 1880, is

a graduate of the Rush Medical College of Chicago, having completed the

course there very creditably in 1909: Mary E., October 26, 1882, is a teacher

in the common schools, and was a student at Goshen, Indiana: Joseph D..

January 14, 1886, is also a teacher, having graduated from the college at

Goshen, Indiana; Ira D., August 9. 1888, has also taught school. They are

all well educated and show in their daily lives the wholesome home environ-

ment in which thev were reared.

JACOB F. REHM.

In such men as Jacob F. Rehm there is peculiar satisfaction in offering

their life histories as justification for the compilation of works of this char-

acter—not that their lives have been such as to gain them particularly wide

notoriety or the admiring plaudits of men. but that they have been true

to the trusts reposed in them, have shown such attributes of character as

entitle them to the regard of all. Mr. Rehm was born in Baughman town-

ship, Wayne county, Ohio, May 19, 1872, the son of George and Mary
(Sickman) Rehm. George Rehm was born in Franklin county, Pennsyl-
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vania, in October, 1839, and there he remained until 1845, when his parents

moved to Baughman township, Wayne county, Ohio, where they settled on

a farm, and there they remained the balance of their lives, becoming known

as among the best farmers of that community. The long journey from

Pennsylvania was made in an old-fashioned covered wagon and the party

comprised seven persons. George Rehm grew to manhood here and became

one of the leading farmers in the eastern part of Wayne county and he was

a man whom everybody liked. He and his wife were the parents of eleven

children, three of whom died in infancy; eight are living, namely; John ;

Lavina, wife of Fred Anthony; Sarah, wife of Henry Fisher; George W., of

Baughman township, is living on the old home farm; Alice is the wife of

Henry Mackey; Jacob F., of this review; Kate is the wife of Charles Shenk

;

A. J. lives in Burton City, this county.

Jacob F. Rehm was reared in Baughman township where he worked on

his father’s farm during his boyhood days, attending the district schools

during the winter months. He remained at home until he was twenty-four

years of age, managing the place and taking care of his mother, his father

being dead. He was always a hard worker and a good manager and he

made a success of the farming operations which he carried on.

In 1896 Mr. Rehm was married to Erma Bear, who was born in Baugh-

man township February 14, 1874. They lived on the old Rehm homestead

for a period of seven years, then moved on the old Sickman farm, which

Mr. Rehm now owns. It contains ninety-three acres of good land, the

crops having been so rotated that the original fertility of the soil has been

retained. It is well improved and general farming and stock raising are

successfully carried on. Mr. Rehm is one of the leading stock buyers of the

eastern end of the county, being on the road a great deal of the time, but

he oversees his farm in the meantime, having a nice animal income from

both sources by reason of his able management.

To Mr. and Mrs. Rehm three children have been born, namelv : Lester,

October 27, 1897; Lillian, Ajiril 20, 1900; Robert. September 6. 1907.

Mr. Rehm is a member of the German Lutheran church, and fraternallv

he is a memher of Cedar Lodge, No. 430, Free and Accepted IMasons. He
takes considerable interest in Democratic politics. He has been rewarded

for his interest in the progress of local affairs by being placed in the office

of justice of the ]>eace of Baughman township, now sening his third \ear

in a manner that has won favorable comment from all concerned, irre-

spective of ])arty alliance, lie performs all duties pertaining to the ofl'ice,

legal ])roceedings. marriages, and whatever else comes to his office. He is

genial and obliging.
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ANDREW A. FAIR.

The Fair family is of German origin and ever since the first representa-

tive of the same came to the United States each member has made a record

for thrift and integrity, establishing a good home and performing whatever

service he could to his fellow man. thereby becoming a valued citizen of our

great body politic. One of the best known members of this large family is

A. A. Fair, of Chester township, WAyne county, Ohio, whose birth occurred

in Lancaster county, Pennsyhania, on December 8, 1830, the son of John

and Mary (Hagey) Fair. His paternal grandparents were Jacob and Eliza-

beth Fair, natives of Germany who came to America in a very early day

and located in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where they remained for

awhile, then came on west to Wayne county, Ohio, where they spent their

last days on a farm in Chester township. Jacob Fair proved his loyalty to

his adopted country by fighting in one of our early wars. His son, John

Fair, was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1801, in which county

his wife, Mary Hagey, also first saw the light of day. They married in their

native community and in about 1832 came to Wayne county, Ohio, and be-

came identified with the early civilization here. John Fair was a cooper by

trade, which he followed successfully until his death. He made a trip to

Huron county, Ohio, but not finding conditions there ecjual to those in

WAyne county, he returned here, and, in connection with his trade, managed

a farm. He took a active part in the affairs of the Albright church, and he

and his wife were the parents of seven children, of which number A. A., of

this sketch, and William, of Wooster, this county, are the only survivors.

The death of John Fair occurred in 1885, he having been preceded to the

grave by his wife in 1880.

A. A. Fair was educated in the Jefferson common schools, and very

early in life learned the cooper’s trade, which he followed for about fifteen

years. He also learned the wagonmaker’s trade, becoming skilled in both

and always finding remunerative employment. He took up farming and in

the spring of 1863 bought a farm of eighty-six acres in Chester township,

some of which he cleared and improved, erecting new buildings, including a

fine residence, and otherwise making his place one of the most attractive in

the community. He has carried on general farming and stockraising very

successfully; however, for the past seven years he has lived iiractically re-

tired.

Mr. Fair was married to Mary Painter, a native of Wayne county, Ohio,

and the daughter of John Painter, an early settler, having come here from
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Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; this was his first marriage, which was solemnized

in 1854. To this union six children were born, namely: Alice, wife of Jack

Jones; Mary, wife of* Willis Long; William; Ida, wife of Frank Adlson,

living in Missouri; Effie, wife of Willis Fast; Harvey is deceased. A. A.

Fair's second marriage was to Eliza Summers, a native of Michigan and the

daughter of Adam Summers, whose home was in Michigan. No children

were born to this union. Both wives are deceased.

Politically Mr. Fair is a Republican but he has never aspired to any

public' office. The Methodist Episcopal church holds his membership.

JOHN C. SCHULTZ.

Holding distinctive prestige among the leading business men of northern

Ohio and standing out clear and distinct as one of the public-spirited citizens

of Wayne county, John C. Schultz has achieved an honorable record as an

enterprising, self-made man, who from a modest beginning and by his

own undivided efforts has worked his way to a position of affluence and influ-

ence in the commercial world. His life has been one of unceasing industry and

perseverance and the systematic and honorable methods which he has ever pur-

sued ha\’e gained for him the unljounded confidence and esteem of his fellow

men and a permanent place among those to whose energy, sound judgment

and superior foresight the city of Wooster is so largely indebted for its ad-

vancement and importance as a prosperous business center.

Mr. Schultz is a native of Ohio and a representative of one of the okl

and highly respected families of Wayne county. .As the name implies, he

is of German blood, and he traces his ancestry through man}' generations

in the Fatherland where his antecedents from time immemorial ap[>ear to

liave lived. Nicholas Schultz, his father, was born in Germany, but at the

age of eighteen came to the United States, and, making his wav direct to

Wayne county, Ohio, settled in Fast Union township, where he worked for

a number of years at l)lacksmithing, later purchasing a farm, which he

cultivTited in connection with his trade until about 18(84. Me sened as

trustee of bis townshi]), besides filling \-arious other local oflices, took a

leading ]>art in i)ublic matters and by industry and frugalit}' succeeded iu

ac(|uiriug a competenc}' wbich be is now enjoying in a life of honorable

retii'ement, after reaching the ad\anced age of eight}- xe'irs, sixtv-two of

which ha\e been spent in the township of Ifast Lhiion. ( )n discontinuing

(78)
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active labor he took up his residence in the village of Apple Creek, where

he li\'ed until the death of his wife, since which time he has made his home

with his daughter in the town of Kenmore, where he is now spending the

evening of his life, being one of the few remaining links connecting the

present with the pioneer period.

Prior to her marriage, Afrs. Nicholas Schultz bore the maiden name of

Katherine Schaefer. She, too, was a nati\'e of Germany and came to

America when young, making the voyage alone and locating in Wayne county

about the time of i\Ir. Schultz's arrival. She met her future husband in East

Ebiion township, where in due season their marriage was solemnized, and

there she spent the remainder of her days, dying on June ii, 1908, at the

age of seventy-seven years.

Nicholas and Katherine Schultz reared a family of six children, namely :

Sarah, who married George \Y. Liner, of East Union township, and died

when thirty-eight years old; George, a dry goods merchant of A4 assillon,

Ohio; Adam, a Idacksmith and dealer in buggies, carriages, etc., at Apple

Creek; John C., of this review; Anna, who died at the age of thirty, and

Ola, wife of Harvey Lautenschlager, of Kenmore, Ohio. The mother of

these children was a pious woman, a member of the German Reformed

church and a woman of many excellent cjualities of head and heart. Mr.

Schultz is also connected with that religious body, and has ever tried to live

a life void of offense toward God and man. He platted the Apple Creek

cemetery while trustee of East Union township, and always manifested an

abiding interest in the advancement of the township of which he was a

pioneer settler and which he has seen grow from its primitive condition

to one of the best-improved and most prosperous parts of Wayne county.

John C. Schultz was born September 18, 1861, on- the family home-

stead in the township of East E'nion and spent his early life amid the active

duties of the farm. Reared to habits of industry and frugality, he grew

up strong and rugged and while still a mere youth became familiar with the

labor in wood and field, and in almost any kind of manual employment

could keep pace with the ordinary work-hand. In due time he entered the

district school, which he attended at intervals until finishing the usual

branches, the training thus received being afterwards supplemented by a

course in Smithville Academy, where, under the efficient instruction of Prof.

J. B. Eberly, a teacher of high repute, he made commendable progress in

the higher branches of learning. Quitting that institution while still in his

teens, he turned his attention to teaching and was engaged in that profession

until attaining his majority when, in iMarch, 1883, he accepted a clerkship
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with the hardware firm of Kinney & Cooley of Wooster, which he held during

the eight years ensuing. At the expiration of that time he became a member

of the firm, and in 1891 the stock was moved to the building on the south

side of West Liberty street, where the business has since been conducted

under the firm name of the Wooster Hardware Company.

Purchasing a third interest in the enterprise, Mr. Schultz addressed

himself to the task of building up the business, in which he succeeded most

admirably. Increasing the stock from time to time, it was not long until

the establishment was the largest and most successful of the kind in the city.

In 1905 Mr. Cooley turned his interest over to his son Albert and Mr. Kinney

sold out to Walker G. Christy and they turned over a small interest to Albert

S. Sauer after buying out Albert Cooley. In addition to a large and com-

plete stock of all kinds of hardware, the firm also handles agricultural im-

plements and machinery, and lead all competition in the various lines of

goods represented in their immense establishment. The two buildings in

Wooster, which contain thirty-five thousand square feet of floor space, com-

prise one of the largest and most complete hardware stores in northern

Ohio, and in connection therewith the company operates a branch establish-

ment at Orrville, which also has a growing patronage. Everything in the

hardware line demanded by the trade is handled by the firm, and while cater-

ing especially to their retail business, which has steadily increased in vol-

ume and importance, they also command a lucrative wholesale trade which

has added much to the reputation of the house throughout the state.

Aside from his large hardware interest, Mr. Schultz is identified with

various other important Ixisiness enterprises, notable among which is the

Wooster Machine Company, a corporation doing a general manufacturing

and repair business and of which he is president. For several years he has

Ijeen a director of the People's Building and Loan Association, and as a

member and first vice-president of the Wooster Board of Trade he has done

much to promote the material advancement of the city and give it ijublicity

as an important l)usiness center and safe place for the investment of cajiital.

He is now chairman of the new industry committee of the l)oard and for a

period of seven years was a member of the city board of education, during

the greater part of which time he served as president, and it was while

holding that office that the handsome school buildings on Beall and Walnut

avenues were erected. Tbe various benevolent and humanitarian movements

of the city have found in him a warm friend and liberal patron, and as one

of the trustees of the Children’s Home, which position he has held for

se\’cral years, he has done much to arouse and keep alive an interest in that

commendable enter] )rise.
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Mr. Schultz on May 8, 1884, was united in the bonds of wedlock wdth

Sarah Johnson, wdio was born and reared in Tuscarawas county, Ohio,

being the daughter of Isaiah Johnson, a rvell-known and highly esteemed

citizen of that part of the state. This marriage has been blessed with two

sons, Clarence, born in 1886, and Wallace, whose birth occurred in the

year 1895, the former being traveling salesman for the Oliver Chilled Plow

Company of South Bend, and is now running the branch at Orrville ; the

latter is pursuing his studies in the schools of his native city.

In his fraternal relations Mr. Schultz holds membership with the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows and in politics votes the Democratic ticket,

but is not an active partisan. With his wdfe, he belongs to the English

Reformed church and for twenty years has been a deacon and elder of the

local congregation wdth which he is identified, also an active worker in the

Sunday school, wEich he served nine years as superintendent. Mr. Schultz

occupies a prominent place among the most enterprising and successful busi-

ness men and public-spirited citizens of Wayne county and in every walk of

life he is recognized as a courteous, high-minded gentleman of perfect integ-

rity and genuine moral worth. He has acted well his part in life, and while

primarily interested in his own affairs he has not been unmindful of the

interests of others, as his efforts to advance the public good and promote

the welfare of his fellow’ men abundantly attest.

GEORGE JACKSON.

A W'Orthy and substantial representative of the British Isles is George

Jackson, who, like most of our “cousins across the pond,” has proven to lie

a citizen of the highest tv])e since casting his lot among us, and has been

loyal to otu’ institutions, ne\’er neglecting his duties to his neighbors, while

advancing his own interests. He w’as born in Lancashire, England, May 9,

1844, the son of James and Martha (Argraves) Jackson, who became w’ell-

knowm citizens of that county. The paternal grandparents of George Jack-

son w-ere John and Sarah Jackson, who lived and died in England, Mr.

Jackson having been a foreman in the cotton mills of Alanchester. The

maternal grandparents were also natives of England, where they spent their

lives. James Jackson was born in England, March 3, 1822. He married

Alartha Argra\’es, a native of his own country. They married there and in
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1850 came to America, and making their way westward, they located in

Doylestown, W’ayne county, Ohio. James Jackson was a locomotive engineer

in England, but he was employed as machinist in this country, working many
years in the reaper and mower works in Doylestown. He and his son,

George, also engaged in the livery business for some time here. He lived a

quiet and retired life, giving his attention very largely to his own work. He
and his wife were the parents of five children, all dying in infancy except

George, of this review, who was the oldest; three of the children were born

and died before the family came to America. The death of James Jackson

occurred in 1904 and that of Mrs. Jackson over a half century earlier, in

1851.

George Jackson was educated in the common schools and learned the

millwright's trade when young in years, having hardly finished his appren-

ticeship at the outbreak of the Rebellion, which caused the cessation of that

line of work, so young Jackson went to Wooster and entered a machine shop

where he remained one year. When the Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteers

was being raised, he tried to enlist, but was not permitted to do so, but in

August, 1862, he enlisted in Company G, One Hundred and Twentieth Regi-

ment Volunteer Infantry, and served in the same until November, 1865.

Just after the siege of Vicksburg he had typhoid fever; he participated in

the following battles: Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas Post, Thompson’s Hill

(Mississippi), siege of Vicksburg, Big Black River, Jackson (Mississippi).

He was on the transport “City Belle" when it was fired and was in the cam-

paign that resulted in the surrender of Mobile. After the w'ar he returned to

Doylestowm and w'orked in the machine shops for a number of years. He
entered the hotel business, which he conducted successfully for a period of

thirteen years. For the past twenty years he has been agent for the American

Express Company, first, then the United States Express Company. He was

postmaster under Harrison’s administration, and on August 6, 1897, he was

appointed postmaster by President McKinley and has held the position ever

since, proving to be one of the best officials the office has ever known and his

services have been highly satisfactory to all concerned—in fact, he is a man
who makes a success of \vhate\ er he undertakes. Politically he is a Repub-

lican, and lie very alily .served the people of Doylestown as mayor for one

term, having been the first Repulilican mayor of the town. In public or

private life he has shown himself to be a man of rare soundness of judgment

and always discharged his duties in a faithful and conscientious manner.

I'raternallv he is a memlier of the Independent Order of (')dd Fellows, ahso of

Wadsworth Lodge, No. 385, h'ree and Accepted Masons. Mrs. Jackson is a

memlier of the Methodist Episcopal church.
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Mr. Jackson was married on November 8, 1866, to Anna M. Galehouse,

a native of Wayne county, Ohio, the daughter of Samuel and Dorothy Gale-

house, old settlers and a highly respected family here. To Mr. and Mrs.

Jackson the following children have been horn; William H., Millie, Martha,

James S., Dollie (died at the age of eight and one-half years), Della and

Florence.

HON. THOMAS W. ORR.

Prominent in the professional life of Wooster, pre-eminently distin-

guished for his splendid ability in carrying to completion important public

enterprises and enjoying marked prestige in many things, aside from his pro-

nounced legal talents, far beyond the limits of the community honored

by his citizenship, Hon. Thomas W. Orr stands out a clear and conspicuous

figure among the successful men of a part of the great Buckeye state noted

throughout the commonwealth for its high order of intelligence and business

and professional talent. Characterized by breadth of wisdom and strong in-

dividuality, his achievements but represent the utilization of innate talents

in directing efforts along lines in which mature judgment, rare discrimination

and a resourcefulness that hesitates at no opposing circumstances, pave the

way and ultimately lead to great achievements. It is not the intention of the

biographer in this connection to give a detailed history of his busy, influen-

tial and interesting life, but rather to note, incidentally, his connection with

various phases of the de\'elopment of Wayne county and his long and worthy

practice of the law and to show the marked influence he has wielded in ad-

vancing the material interests of this locality by his strict adherence to the

Golden Rule and his desire to promote the general good.

Hon. Thomas W. Orr is of Scotch-Irish and German ancestry and was

born February 18, 1861, in Salt Creek township, Wayne county. He is the

son of John and Agnes (Lisle) Orr, the latter the daughter of Robert Lisle,

the mother dying when Thomas W. Orr was nine years of age. From the

age of thirteen he was compelled to fight his own battles of life. His father

was very solicitous regarding the future welfare of his son, but did not

have the necessary means to assist him, and in such a school of discipline,

hard and regrettable, he learned the enduring lessons of fortitude and courage

that have stood him so well in hand in later life. He worked on the farm

during the summer months in order to obtain means, and he attended the

common schools during the winter months. He was ambitious to “leave
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his footprints on the sands of time,” and consequently was a persistent

student. He attended the high school at Fredericksburg, also the Smithville

Academy, and finally took a course in the Normal Academy at Ada, Ohio.

When nineteen years of age he had obtained a sufficient education to enable

him to begin teaching, which he did, alternating the same with going to

school until he had finished the course. He taught in Wayne, Salt and

Sugar Creek townships, and for a time was principal of the schools at Ster-

ling. The last year of his school rvork -was spent in North Dakota, as prin-

cipal of the St. Thomas schools, in Pembina county. Red River valle}'. He
won an excellent reputation as an educator and his services were in great

demand, and had he continued in this profession he would doubtless ha\'e lie-

come one of the noted educators of the state. But he. had long desired to

win a name at the legal profession, and rvhen he returned from the AATst

he entered the law' office of Messrs. Critchfield & Critchfield, in AAToster.

and there completed his elementary studies of the law, which had been un-

dertaken some years previous, he having devoted some of his spare moments

to a perusal of Blackstone prior to his going to North Dakota. In March,

1895, he w'as admitted to the Ohio bar, and in the spring of that year he

opened an office in Orrville, AAMyne county, and for a numher of years

was actively and successfully engaged in the practice of law at that place until

elected to the office of judge of the probate court, which brought about his

removal to AVooster, where he has devoted his energies to the duties of that

office. AAdiile living in Orrville he was a memher of and clerk of the board

of education of the town for six years, and for a period of five vears he

was employed as solicitor of it, performing the duties of each with a char-

acteristic fidelity that has marked all his public and professional acts, stanq)-

ing him as a man of unquestioned aliility and integrity.

Mr. Orr w^as married, in 1890, to Emma J. Smith, daughter of Air.

and Mrs. Cyrus Smith, of Paint towmship, the representative of an old and

highly honored family there. This union has been blessed by the l)irth of

the following children: Maynard S. (deceased), Lucil. AAhilter S., Ruth

and Paul S.

At an early age Mr. Orr was thrown upon his own resources and the

undeveloped forces within him, and was compelled to work, act, think and

deiiend upon himself, llis circumstances made it essential that he should

compier and this could oidy he done by labor, studv, resolute and heroic

action, lie obeyed the commands of industiw' from the beginning, and his

liersevering methods, fixing his energies on a steady, unalterahle and honor-

a!:le purpose—that of attaining success in his ])rofession. and dignifviug it

by obseiwing the canons of morality, honesty and integrity. b\' which it can
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only be exalted. As a result of his training, his application, his industry and

the fiber of his mind he is necessarily logical, never aiming at brilliancy or

aspiring to be ornate; always lucid in his st}'le of expression, and yet not

infrequently skirting the Olympus of eloquence and exhaling the perfumes

of rhetoric. His exemplary habits, his probity of character and pleasant

social manners have won for him the undi\'ided respect of all with whom

he has come into contact and he is certainly deserving of the high esteem

which all accord him, considering his early struggles and final triumphs.

Fraternally, Judge Orr is affiliated with the Free and Accepted Masons,

Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias.

WILLIAM F. KEAN.

The career of William F. Kean at the Wayne county bar has been em-

phasized by persistent industry, strict attention to business, unswerving in-

tegrity, the closest application and study, and a degree of care, prudence and

promptitude in the disposition of responsibilities intrusted to him, worthy of

imitation. Punctuality he observes as a professional maxim. With him,

appointments once made become debts. He always aims to do things at their

right time. Affien engagements are made, he does not want to be waited

for, or wait. And thus, it is punctuality by which men testify their personal

respect for those whom they are called upon to meet in affairs of business.

This and other commendable qualities have formed the key-note to his suc-

cess.

i\Ir. Kean was born in Plain township, Wayne county, February 9,

1855. He is the son of a farmer, Dewitt C. Kean, now a resident of ^¥oos-

ter, lint formerly of Plain township, wdiere he lived and prospered as an agri-

culturist for a period of over sixty years. In his early years he was a teacher,

his equipment having lieen very good, indeed, for those days, lieing thorough

and painstaking. He enjoyed the highest respect of the people in the south-

western portion of the county where he was so well known and wdiere he

did such effectual work. He was always regarded as a man of unshrinking

integrity, strict honesty, technical in his definitions of morality and unbending

in his fidelity to them. His life w'as a bus}-' and useful one and he owned a

lieautiful home in Plain township and had one of the model farms there,

wliich he managed in a most masterly manner, yielding him rich results.

Ahlliam F. Kean grew up on the home farm, ^vhich he -worked wd-ien

he became of proper age, attending the neighboring schools during the winter
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months. He later studied at the Smithville Academy, also went to school at

Shreve and later entered the University of Wooster, graduating from that

institution with the class of 1881, having made a splendid record there. He
early decided to. devote his talents to the legal profession and accordingly

studied law in the office of McClure & Smyser, and, having made rapid

strides in the same, he was admitted to the bar in June, 1886, and soon

thereafter opened an office in Wooster. He soon had an excellent patronage,

which has increased with the advance of years until he has long since been

numbered among the most worthy of the local bar, always busy in the local

courts, his name having been connected with the trial of most of the important

cases here for at least two decades, and the manner in which he conducts a

trial wins for him the approval of client, his fellow colleagues and the trial

judge, to say nothing of his influence over a jury. Mr. Kean has served as

referee in bankruptcy for twelve years in the counties of MHyne and Holmes,

his administration having been most acceptable to litigants as well as attorneys.

Politically Mr. Kean is a strong Republican and religiously he holds

membership with the Methodist Episcopal church. As a church member he

has been most liberal in his support, giving much time, thought as well as

money to the furtherance of the kingdom of Christ and for five years was the

efficient superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal Sabbath school of

Wooster. By his observance of fundamental rules of business based upon

honesty, rectitude, and fidelity to trusts and confidences reposed in him, he

has won the public esteem, achieved professional success and fixed his star in

the ascendant. As a practicing lawyer, he is courteous and cordial in his

friendships, cautious, temperate, ambitious, zealous, consistent, moral and

circumspect in all the affairs of life.

Mr. Kean was married October 24, 1883, to Alice A. Smith, daughter of

Daniel and Roseana Smith, of near Hayesville, Ashland conntv, Ohio, who
was engaged in the milling business. Her mother died in 1889 and her

father now li^es in Akron, Ohio, being retired. Mr. and Mrs. Kean have

had five children, three dying in infancy; those living are: Clara h'stella,

born January 26, 1889, is now a junior at (i)hio A'eslc}-an University: bb-ances

Gertrude, born June 25, 1895, is attending bigb scliool at Wooster.

EMANUEL H. WENGlfR.

A man who has contributed largely to the material welfare of the

community and township where he resides and who has shown himself to

be one of the strong, sturdy characters that constitute the high order of
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citizenship for wlrich AVayne county is noted is Emanuel H. AA^enger, who
was born in Sugar Creek township, March 3, 1856, the son of Emanuel E.

and Alartha ( Hess) AA”enger, both natives of Lancaster county, Pennsyh'ania,

the former having lieen born there on June 13, 1828. In 1853 he married

Alartha Hess, daughter of Christian and Barbara Hess, of Lancaster county,

Pennsylvania. She was born March 15, 1833. She came to AA^ayne county,

Ohio, in 1853 and her death occurred April 12, 1878. She married Mr.

AA'enger in 1853.

To Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel E. AATnger se^'en children were horn, namely:

Benjamin H., born December 9, 1854; Emanuel H., of this review, \vas next

in order of birth; C. H., of Clinton, Ohio, was born November 5, 1857; M.

H. was born February 25, i860; Henry H. was born November 23, 1861;

Amos H., of Massillon, Ohio, was born August 22, 1866, and David H.

was born March 22, 1864. (See his sketch on another page of this work.)

The parents of these children were members of the Mennonite church and

persons of excellent standing in their community; the father passed to his rest

on July 4, 1900, after a long and useful life.

Emanuel H. AVenger was reared in Sugar Creek township and when he

arrir-ed at the proper age he worked on the home farm during the summer

months and attended the district schools during the winter, receiving a good

common school education. He left the farm when he was twenty years old.

Turning his attention to merchandising, he began clerking in a general store

in 1876 in Burton City. He later purchased the store and remained in

business there for four years, then he was employed as shipping clerk and

weighmaster for the Fox Lake Coal Company, of Cleveland, for a period of

fourteen years, during which time he was regarded by this company as one

of their most trusted employes. He then severed his connection with the

above named concern and took a position with the AAdiite Oak Coal Company
as secretary and paymaster, remaining with them for three years, giving his

usual faithful services. He had saved his money and was enabled to gratify

a desire of long standing by moving onto a farm and leading the freer life

of a husbandman. He has since remained on the farm and has made a great

success, now owning two of the best farms in Baughman township, consisting

of one hundred and eighty acres. They are well improved and have been

so skillfully managed that the soil has retained its original fertility, bounteous

harvests being reaped from the fields annually, by reason of Mr. AVenger’s

able management. He has an excellent residence and is w'ell fixed to enjoy

life. He keeps various kinds of good stock and is an admirer of good horses.

Air. AATnger was married in 1880 to Alice Rudy, who was born October
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5, 1858, the daughter of Daniel Rudy, a prominent citizen of this part of

Wayne county. Idiis union has resulted in the liirth of four sons, namely

:

Clarence R., born February 17, 1882, is farming; Ivan H., born April 12,

1885, is cost clerk for the Brown-Hoisting Company of Cleveland, Ohio;

he was educated at Canal Fulton, this state; Justice F., a farmer, was born

July 27, 1887; Daniel O. 'was born July 27, 1891, and is a student in the

Orrville high school.

Mr. and Mrs. Wenger are members of tbe United Presbyterian church

at Dalton, this county. In politics Mr. Wenger is a Republican, being an ac-

tive worker in the party. He has very ably served both as treasurer and clerk

of Baughman township. Fie is regarded by all who know him as a hustler, a

man who takes a delight in the progress of his community, and while looking

after his own interests he does not neglect his duty to his neighbors, but

is generous, obliging and always trustworthy, according to those who know

him best.

TILLMAN O. BECFITEL.

When the Bechtel family left their comfortable homes in the state of

Pennsylvania and came to the then new country of MMyne county, Ohio,

they found conditions cpiite different from those they left behind, but they

were men of courage, inured to hard toil and could stand privations un-

flinchingly, if need be; they liked the prospect here, the far-stretching woods

and the fresh, strong soil, so they set to work with a will and soon had better

homes than they left. However, it took much work and they had to do

without many of the conveniences they formerly enjoyed. One of the best

known of the present generation of this family is Tillman O. Bechtel, who was

horn in Pennsylvania on May 21, 1841. He is the son of Jacob B. and

Elizabeth (Ridenour) Bechtel, both natives of Pennsylvania.

The paternal grandparents of the subject were George and Elizabeth

(Barton) Bechtel, who came to Wayne county, Ohio, in an early day and

settled in Wooster township, remaining there until their deaths. Grand-

father Betchel was a successful farmer, ha\'ing cleared and dcxeloped Ihe land

he purchased here. The maternal grandparents of the subject were George

and Elizabeth Ridenour, both natives of Pennsylvania. Mrs. George Ride-

nour re-married and moved to Seneca county, Ohio, where she died. Her
second husband, Josei)h Stever, was a soldier in the war of 1812.
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Jacob B. Bechtel, father of 1 illman O., was reared in Pennsylvania

where he received his schooling. In 1842 he came to Wayne county, Ohio,

and settled in Wooster township where he managed a sawmill, one of the

largest in the township, becoming widely known as a mill man, being one of

the earhest of the township, and he continued in this line until his health

failed. His death occurred on the place where he first settled, having lived

there continuously. To Mr. and Mrs. Jacob B. Bechtel fourteen children

were born, eleven of whom grew to maturity. Jacob Bechtel lived a quiet

life; politically he was Whig and later a Republican. He was a member of

the German Reformed church and was a good and upright man.

Tillman O. Bechtel likes to tell of his trip to this county from his old

Pennsylvania home, which was made in a covered wagon, the trip being

somewhat arduous owing to the rough roads and unbridged streams. He was

then only a boy and he received his education in the common schools of

Wooster township, where the family settled when they arrived in Wayne
count}'. He began working on the home place .vhen very young and he has

always followed farming. He is now the owner of sixty-one acres of good

land in Plain township. He came to this vicinity in 1874 and bought the

farm he now owns about 1894.

Tillman O. Bechtel was one of the loyal sons of the North -who served

in the defense of the national integrity in the early sixties, having been a

member of Company F, One Hundred and Second Regiment, Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry, for a period of three years. In the same company and regi-

ment also served I. J. and W. D, Bechtel for three years, and George H.

Bechtel for more than one year. They all took part in the various engage-

ments in which the regiment was involved.

After the w^ar Tillman O. Bechtel returned home and took up farming

and has since led a cpiiet life, devoting his attention exclusively to his farm.

Mr. Bechtel was married in 1869 to Magdalena Lawrence, daughter of

George Lawrence, the son of Christian Lawrence, whose sketch appears in

another part of this work. The subject and wife are the parents of the fol-

low'ing children: J. W., living in Iowa; W. D., living in Los Angeles, Cali-

fornia; E. L., li\’ing in Akron, Ohio; Nellie married George Keets, of Plain

township; J. A.; Elizabeth married Zeno Miller, living in Chester township:

Eva Rebecca, who married Irvin O. Stair, died in xA.pril, 1909.

Religiously, Mr. Bechtel is a member of the Reformed church, and his

fraternal affiliation is with the Grand Army of the Republic.
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JOSEPH H. RITTENHOUSE.

It is with no little degree of gratification to be able to point to an an-

cestry of the honorable and progressive type of those of J. H. Rittenhonse,

for they were of that class of pioneers who took a delight in develophig new

countries and paving the way for snbsecjuent civilization and progress. J.

H. Rittenhonse was born in Plain township March 30, 1856, the son of

Samuel and Mary (Stair) Rittenhonse, the former a nati\’e of Pennsylvania,

and the latter born in Germany. The paternal grandparents of the subject

were Jesse and Catherine (Metz) Rittenhonse, natives of Pennsylvania, who
came to Wayne county, Ohio, in an early day and settled in Plain township,

buying one hundred and sixty acres, which they cleared, developed and li\-ed

on the rest of their lives, both Mr. Rittenhonse and his wife being buried

there. The father of J. H. Rittenhonse was born on that place and he died

there, having followed farming throughout his life. He was a Republican

and a German Baptist. He was rather cj^uiet, avoiding public display. His

family consisted of seven sons and two daughters. The maternal grandpar-

ents of J. H. Rittenhonse, of this review, were John and Christenia (Mosier)

Stair, who were l)oth born and reared in Germany, marrying in that country.

She died there, after which event John Stair married again. In 1834 the

family settled in I’lain township, buying about eighty acres of land in timber,

but they cleared the same and John Stair lived there until his death.

To Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Rittenhonse, parents of the subject, the

following children were I)orn
;

John, Jesse, (Mathias, William (died in cliild-

hood), Joseph H., Samuel M., Daniel, Mary, Sarah and George.

J. H. Rittenhonse was educated in school No. 2, Plain township, which

he alternated with farming, remaining on the home jfiace until he was eigh-

teen years of age, after which he spent fifteen years in Indiana, working in

the timber. He delighted in the free life of the woods and in their midst

grew to a sturdy manhood. He returned to Plain township, near Jefferson,

and for se\'en years followed farming, two years of which time were spent

on the home place. /Mthough he was making a success of farming, he saw a

good opening for a general store at Jefferson and he accordingly launched

in the mercantile business, in whicb he has been engaged ever since continn-

ously at that ])lace, having built up cpiite au exteusi\-e and satisfaclor}- ]>at-

ronage with tbe surrounding country, always carrying a new and carefnll\-

selected stock and his ])i‘ices are never above wlnt they should be, according

bis customers.

Mr. Rittenhouse was married in 1882 to I'.stber Lemon, and the fob
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lowing' children have been born to them; Ray and Roy (twins), the latter

dying in infancy, Ray now being at Creston, this county; he married Blanch

Holenstein, and they are the parents of two children, George and Mary.

Mabel Rittenhouse married Ora Johnson, of Wooster, and they have one

child, Mildred.

J. H. Rittenhouse has been twice married, his last wife being Melinda

Swartz, whom he espoused in 1891, and three children have been born to

this union, Sylvia, Mary and Charles.

Mr. Rittenhouse is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran church and

politically he is a Republican. Lie has long taken considerable interest in

local political affairs, and he very creditably served as clerk of Plain township

for a period of two years, being elected to a second term in 1909.

ROBERT WHORTON.

Born of rugged Canadian stock and he himself a native of that northern

country, Robert Whorton, a well known farmer of Plain township, Wayne
county, is an example of that type of men who win success in life because

thev perse\-ere in whatever they have in hand until the goal has been reached,

regardless of obstacles that may beset their course. He was horn in 1837, the

son of Robert and Eliza Whorton. The subject came to the United States

in the spring of 1865 and located in Plain township, Wayne county, Ohio,

and for many years after coming here he followed the carpenter’s trade,

which he learned in his native country. In 1870 he was married to Harriet

Lawrence, since which time he has devoted his attention to farming, owning

at this writing an excellent place of eighty-five acres in Plain township, which

yields him a very comfortable living. He and his wife are the parents of

the following children : Ira, who married Dora Metcalf, and they are the

parents of these children, John Robert, Clarence, Herman and Eorest; Dallas

Whorton married Carrie Anderson and they are the parents of these children,

Vida Eliza, Dorothy, Erma and Harriet.

Daniel Lawrence, the father of Mrs. Vdiorton, was born three miles

west of Wooster, in 1824, the son of Christian and Magdalena (Etley)

Lawrence, the latter the daughter of Philip Etley, who came to this country

from Germany when a young man and settled in Middletown, Pennsylvania.

Christian Lawrence was born in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, in 1780. He
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was the son of John Lawrence, who lived in Middletown until his death. In

that town Christian Lawrence practiced his trade .of blacksmith for a period

of thirty-three years. He was drafted for service in the United States army

in 1812, but the war closed before he saw any service. In 1836 he drove a

five-horse team from Pennsyh’ania to Wayne county, Ohio, and settled on

a farm of one hundred and eighty acres, three miles west of MMoster, clear-

ing much of the place. He became the owner of seven hundred and eighty

acres in Wayne county, all through his thrift and excellent management,

becoming one of the leading agriculturists and citizens of his locabty. Until

within a short time of his death he lived on his original one hundred and

eighty acres. In the early days his buildings came near being destroyed by

a forest fire, but, by hard work, he and his sons kept the fire from destroying

their home.

Daniel Lawrence was educated in the home schools and for thirty years

he was a veterinary surgeon, spending about ten years of that time in this

exclusive practice
;
however, his farming usually took precedence of his veter-

inary work. In 1847 bought forty acres where he now lives, adjoining

the eighty acres which his father had given him. and he has since been located

on the farm in Plain township, having cleared over fifty acres of the place.

He was married in 1844 to Reliecca Wagner, who came to this countv from

Pennsylvania when eighteen years of age, accompanied by her uncle, who
settled west of Jefferson, she walking nearly the entire distance from the old

home in Pennsyh'ania. To Daniel Lawrence and wife nine children were

born, namely: Harriet, wife of Robert ^A4lorton, subject of this review:

Mary Ann, Eli, Samuel, Rebecca, Amanda, Curtis, Eftie and Isaac. IMarv

Ann married Ira B. Hale, a Baptist minister in Colorado. They have five

children. Eli, who is the father of five children, has been married twice,

first to Abbie Quick, then to Ellen Carson. Eli was a professor in a college

in Texas and died in that state. Samuel, who lives in Indiana, married Ala-

lissa Obenaur. Rebecca married Henry Eilger, who died about fifteen years

ago, and she now lives in Plain township; she is the mother of three children.

Amanda married Asa Tyler, of .\shland, and they ha\-e a daughter.

The following children were reared by Mr. and Airs. Daniel Lawrence, in

addition to their own family: Jesse Doekardy, John Wagner, Rachel AA’ag-

ncr, Howard Lawrence, Charles Lawrence and Ollie Lawrence.

Daniel Lawrence is a Democrat, and religiously he su])ports the Methodist

E])iscopal ehureh
:
however, he was formerly a Lutheran. Both the Lawrence

and Whorton families are among the most highly respected and influential

in Plain township.
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WILLIAM A. LEWIS.

Although a young man, William A. Lewis has succeeded in leaving the

imprint of his personality upon the people of Chester township, Wayne
county, and at an age when most men are just getting started in their life

work, he finds himself the possesser of valuable property and occupying a

position in the business and social life of the community that should be the

source of gratification to anyone. He was born on the old Beninger farm,

where he now lives, north of New Pittsburg, November 30, 1880, the son of

John and Malinda S. (Emery) Lewis, the latter born on the same farm as

the subject, while the father's birth occurred in the state of Pennsylvania; but

when a young man he left the place of his nativity and came to Wayne
county, Ohio, and, for a short time, made his home here. The subject’s

maternal grandparents were David and Mary (Beninger) Emeiy, Mrs.

Mary Beninger having been born in Pennsylvania in 1832 and she came

from that state with her parents, Peter and Frances (Barkley) Beninger.

On April 19, 1836, Peter Beninger bought eighty acres of land of David

Countryman where William A. Lewis now lives. The original farm has been

added to until it now consists of one hundred and twenty-nine acres. Peter

Beninger and his family made the toilsome overland trip to this county in an

old-fashioned covered wagon. They occupied the log buildings that were on

the place at the time of their coming, and they cleared the major part of the

land, transforming it into an excellent farm. In this old home are to be

found today many articles brought from Westmoreland county, Pennsyl-

vania, when the family first came over, among them being two old guns, a

churn (still in use), the top of the covered wagon, also the hubs. The sub-

ject and his aged mother carefully preserve these old relics of a bygone day.

David Emery, the grandfather of the subject, enlisted as a “Sc|uirrel Hun-

ter” during the Civil war. Peter Beninger and wife lived on the old farm

the remainder of their lives, as did also David Emeiy and wife. David

Emery was born in Plain township, Wayne county, Ohio, April 6, 1827, and

died September 30, 1S93; he was married April 8, 1855. By trade he was a

carpenter, also an extensive farmer and thresher. Peter Beninger was a

shoemaker by trade. Mrs. Lewis is the only child of David Emery.

William A. Lewis, of this review, is the only child of Mr. and Airs.

John Lewis. He received a good education in his nati\'e community, and he

is a general machinist and electrician and is regarded as one of the most

skillful in his line in the county. At present he is the representative of the

Fai rbanks-Alorse Compan)v gasoline engines. He also does repair work

on automobiles, electric bells, gasoline engines, bicycles, etc. Besides his
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many duties in this line, he also superintends the work on the old farm,

and has a very comfortable income from the two sources. Politically he is

a Democrat : however, his father always voted the Republican ticket. Da\ id

Emery was a Democrat, while Peter Beninger was a Republican and a

Lutheran, as was also his wife.

JAMES GARFIELD SHELLY.

While the gentleman whose names introduces this sketch may not have

the capacity of a statesman or a general, he has some of the characteristics

that make for success, like the distinguished American for whom he was

named, for, although yet a young man, he has achieved a standing in the

bus’iness world, at an age when most men are merely starting on what we

are pleased to call “the battle of life.” He was born in Plain township.

Wayne county, July 23, 1881, the son of Christian and Sarah (Adler) Shelly,

the latter a native of \Vooster township and the former born in Plain town-

ship. Sarah Wiler is a sister of W. H. Wiler, whose sketch appears on an-

other page of this work, where the ancestry of James G. Shelly is fully dealt

with, consecjuently it will not lie repeated here.

James G. Shelly was educated in the Union Hall School No. 3. Plain

township. He first followed farming with his father and remained on the

home place in section 13, Plain township, until December, 1906, ivhen he

located on one of h’s father’s farms in section 15, Plain township, where he

has since resided. He is the owner of one of the best and most highly cul-

tivated farms in the township, consisting of two hundred and forty-four

acres, including one hundred acres in a cpiarter section of Plain township,

section 24, which h's great-grandfather Shelly entered, cleared and lived on

the remainder of his life. Mr. Shelly carries on general farming and stock

raising in a manner that shows him to be a man of excellent tastes and sound

judgment. He has a beautifully located dwelling and substant’al barns,

everything about the place showing thrift and good management.

Mr. Shelly was married on April 12, 1905, to Ida N. Stuckey, daughter

of Christian Stuckey, a well known and influential resident of Richland

county, Ohio. To the subject and wife one interestnig child has been born,

named James Leroy.

I'ralernally Mr. Shell}- is a member of the Knights of the .Maccabees, and

in ])olitics he is a Re]niblican, and while he does not find lime to take a leading

part in political matters, he R interested in the general progress of his com-

munity and does what he can to that end.

< 74 )
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A. S. ALEXANDER.

Although the early life of the gentleman whose life record is briefly

touched upon in the following paragraphs was one of hard toil, his industry

has been well rewarded and he finds himself after a half centuiy spent in his

native locality in comparative ease as a result of his good management and

former years of industry.

A. S. Alexander was born in Plain township, \\^ayne county, in 1859.

the son of Samuel K. Alexander. He was educated in the home schools,

which he attended during the winter months, working on the farm during the

crop seasons. He entered Wooster L'niversity and passed through the pre-

paratory department, making an excellent record for scholarship. After

leaving school he turned his attention to farming, and, believing that oppor-

tunities existed for him in Kansas, he spent thirteen years there farming

and stock raising, making a success of both and becoming well established.

P)Ut tiring of the Sunflower state and having an opportunity to get possession

of the home farm in Plain township, Wayne county, Ohio, he returned here

in 1898 and has followed general farming ever since, improving the old

farm and managing it in such a manner as to reap rich rewards for his

painstaking efforts. He always keeps some good livestock of excellent qual-

ity : however, the major part of his attention is given to his farming opera-

tions.

Mr. Alexander was married in 1887 to Ida Soliday, a native of Plain

township and the daughter of an old and highly honored family, Mr. and

IMrs. John Soliday, nati^'es of Plain township. To Mr. and Mrs. Alexander

one child, a son, Ralph, was born; he is a bright lad, now a student in the

high school at MMoster, where he is making a splendid record.

Mr. Alexander is independent in his political beliefs, preferring to vote

for the man whom he deems liest fitted for positions of public trust rather

than vote for the party.

MTELTAM M. GITW.

All honor should be accorded the brave “boys in blue” who, when the

ominous clouds of rebellion gathered over our national horizon, sacrificed the

pleasures of home, business opportunities and all that makes life happy and

went forth “to do and die,” if need be, on the fields of carnage in the south,

thus saving a great and united countiw to succeeding generations. William
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M. Gill is one of that loyal host and, incidentally, one of the most highly

honored citizens of Plain township, Wayne county, where he was born Sep-

tember 18, 1844, the son of George and Anna (Miller) Gill, the former a na-

tive of Ashland county, Ohio, and the latter horn in the state of Pennsyl-

vania. The paternal grandparents of the subject were Isaac and Eva Gill,

natives of Pennsylvania. Thomas Gill, father of Isaac Gill, was born in

Ireland, in which country he was married and where several children were

born to him and his wife. He came to America, however, -in a very early

day and made his way westward, finally settling in Wayne county, Ohio,

later moving to Ashland county, but eventually moved across the line back

into Wayne county, where he died, having lived the picturesque life of the

pioneer farmer. In his early life he was a member of the Evangelical church,

but later became identified with the Church of God.

The maternal grandparents of -William M. Gill were Jacob and Anna
(Neidigh) Miller, natives of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, who, in about 1833,

came to Wayne county, Ohio, and settled on a farm near where the subject

of this sketch now lives. A little later Mr. Miller bought the farm where

the subject now resides, consisting of two hundred and forty acres, it having

formerly belonged to Esquire Miller. The place then had a few log build-

ings on it and a small clearing had been made. Here he lived until his death.

It was in 1840 that Isaac Gill came to Wayne county; later he bought a

farm in Ashland county and still later one in Wayne county. George Gill

came here with his father. He received a limited education in the primitive

schools of his time, and devoted his entire life to farming. He was born

in 1819 anj his death occurred in i860, at the early age of forty-one years.

When he married he moved to a farm in Plain township, later went to

Indiana, where he bought a farm in Greene county, where he spent one sum-

mer, then returned to Wayne county, Ohio, making the trip by wagon.

Upon his return in 1851 he bought the old Miller farm, where the subject

now lives, and erected the buildings that now stand here, making this their

home until their deaths. George Gill was a strong Whig, moral, upright

and pronounced in his views against slavery. He was a member of the

Church of God and an active worker in the same, serving in the capacity of

what we now term a class leader. To George Gill and wife were born five

sons and two daughters, namely: Isaac, who died in infancy; Jacob; William

M.. of this review; Jennie, S. G., Mattie and David.

William M. Gill was educated in the home schools. He has always

followed farming, having begun to assist with the work on his father's place

when quite young, and he has remained on this place ever since the year

1851.
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Mr. Gill enlisted in Company J, One Hundred and Sixty-third Regiment

Ohio National Guard, for one hundred days. His brother Jacob served

three years in the Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

The subject has followed general farming and stockraising in a manner

that proves him to be fully abreast of the times. For several years he has

made a specialty of raising Jersey cattle and Plymouth Rock chickens. He
has a rich and well improved farm, a good dwelling and outbuildings.

Mr. Gill was married on January 31, 1871. to Etta Strauss, daughter of

Peter and Julia Ann (Renner) Strauss, who were horn in Northampton

county, Pennsylvania. The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Gill lived and died

in Crawford county, Pennsylvania, but her maternal grandparents came from

that state to Wayne county, Ohio, locating in Plain township, later moved to

Seneca county, this state, where they spent the remainder of their lives. Peter

Strauss came to Wayne county in 1850 and followed farming on the home

place in Plain township. To Mr. and Mrs. Gill two children have been born,

Hershel and Edith. The former, who married Maude Wright, is a traveling

salesman for the Ohio Rake Company
:
he and his wife have two children,

Paul and John. Edith married Iras Sparr, a farmer in Plain township.

William M. Gill is a member of the Church of God and Mrs. Gill belongs

to the Reformed church. He is a Prohibitionist, and he has served his town-

ship as trustee for one term, though he takes no special interest in political

subjects.

PHILIP KRICK.

Wayne county could boast of few more progressive and successful

farmers and stock men than the late Philip Krick, who was long well and

favorably known in the eastern part of the county, having operated excellent

farming lands in the vicinity of Orrville for many years, being considered

one of the leading citizens of that community. He was enterprising, law-

abiding, neighborly and hospitable, combining within himself those qualities

of sterling manhood that make not only a useful member of society, but a

man whom any locality might well be delighted to honor, for, in looking to

his individual interests, he never lost sight of his duty to his fellow men and

in many ways he contributed to their well-being and happiness, yet all in a

quiet, unassuming manner, seeking to do good yet avoiding public display.

Philip Krick, like many of the useful citizens of Wayne county, was an

American by adoption only, having been born in Rhein, Ba\aria, March 4,
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1836, the son of Jacob and Margaret (Worth) Krick, who were both born,

reared, married and spent their lives in Germany, the father being a shoe-

maker Iw trade, a very skillful workman and a man who, by reason of his

good management and superior skill, collected considerable means toward

the latter part of his life.

Philip Krick received a good common school education and while yet a

young man, having heard of the great opportunities that existed in America,

decided to try his fortune here, consec[uently he set sail for our shores in

1854 and after a long and tedious voyage across the Atlantic and scarcely

less tiresome journey across the Eastern states, he found himself in Louis-

ville, Kentucky, where he remained several months, and in the spring of

1855 came to Orrville, Wayne county, Ohio, and, liking the outlook here,

decided to make it his future home. He had learned the shoemaker’s trade

under his father before leaving the Fatherland and in order to get a start

here quite naturally began working at his trade. After working in Marshall-

ville, this county, for six months he worked for A. Hard for a period of

five years. In i860 he began business for himself and was prosperous al-

most from the first, having built up a very large business by honest hard

work. He sold out on January 14, 1909, to IMcCarthy & Geagley. Forty-two

years ago he erected a substantial and attractive home, which is beautiful in

all its appointments, situated on North Vine street, Orrville. He purchased

two excellent farms near Orrville which were the source of a good income

during his latter life and which are still owned by his widow, a woman of

many commendable traits, the favorite of a large circle of friends.

In her maidt. hood Mrs. Krick was known as Sophia Whitmyer, who
was married to Mr. Krick on September 4, i860. She was the daughter of

Michael and Catherine ( Schwartz) M^hitmyer, a fine old family of Canal

Fulton, Ohio. Six children were born to this union, only two of whom
survive. Mrs. Anna E. Leickheins, of Orrville, and IMrs. Lorena M. King,

of Port Huron, Michigan.

Phili]i Krick was called to his reward on February 24, 1909, after a

very successful, busy, useful and honorable career. In politics he supported

the Democratic jiarty, and, with his wife, was a faithful member of the

Reformed church, he ha\ ing held all the offices in the local congregation—in

fact he was a pillar in the church, always ready to do what he could in

furthering its interests. 1 le was truly a good and noble-hearted man, whom
to know was to admire and respect, and his ]>lace will long he greatly missed

in Wavnc countv.
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SIMON HAMLIN.

Of sterl'ng Pennsylvania ancestors comes Simon Hamlin, a successful

farmer of Plain township, Whiyne county, where his life has been spent in

agricultural pursuits, he having taken to the same C[uite naturally, since he

is the son of a farmer and spent his boyhood on the home place. He was

born in 1857 on the Sidle farm in Plain township, this county, the son of

John and Sarah Jane (Hight) Hamlin, the former born in Lancaster county,

Pennsylvania, and the latter in Huntingdon county, that state. They grew

up in their native communities, met and marr-ied in the Keystone state, and

one child was born to them there. They believed that better opportunities

awaited them in the newer county of Wayne, Ohio, and they accordingly made

the journey here in 1855, locating in Plahi townshi]), where they got a good

foothold and lived very comfortably. They were the parents of three

daughters and two sons, namely: Sarah Jane, Harriett, Simon (subject of

this sketch), William, and Mary Ellen. They gave their children every ad-

vantage possible which their means would permit and especially tra'ned

them along ethical lines, so that they grew up an honor to the community.

The paternal and maternal grandparents of Simon Hamlin all lived in Penn-

sylvania, where they had good homes.

In i860 John Hamlin and family moved onto the farm where Simon

Hamh'n, of this review, now resides. The subject was reared on the home

farm, as already indicated, and when of proper age he went to work in the

fields, attending the neighboring schools during the brief winter terms
;
he

also attended school in Blachleyville, this township, receiving a fairly good

educaton.

Mr. Hamlin is the owner of fifty acres of excellent land, which is well

cultivated, and he has a comfortable home and makes a success of his farming

operations. He deals in stock, making a specialty of Shorthorn cattle, al-

ways finding a ready market for the same.

Mr. Hamlin was married in 1880 to Catherine Stab', daughter of John

Stair, a native of Germany, and this union has resulted in the birth of the

following children: Martha, Eva (deceased), Mary Anna and John Henry

(deceased). The subject was married a second time, the date of his last

wedding being in 1893, his last wife was Mrs. Melinda (Werst) Kiefer,

who has borne him one child, a son answering to the name of Eranklin.

Mrs. Melinda (Werst) Hamlin had by her first husband the following chil-

dren: Viola L., John Henry. Oliver A., Clarence Victor, and William (de-

ceased). All married excepting Clarence, and all live in Ashland county,

Ohio.
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Politically Mr. Hamlin is a Democrat and he takes an abiding interest

in local matters pertaining to politics and other movements for the good of

the community at large. He is now a member of the local school board, and

he was one of five men who organized the cemetery association at Blachley-

ville, in about 1903, since which time he has been trustee and treasurer, in

fact, the moving spirit of the organization.

JACOB HECKMAN.

To the person traveling over northern Ohio it seems almost incredible

that only a little more than a half century ago much of the land now smiling

in highly cultivated farms was covered by a wilderness, through which the

light of day could scarcely penetrate
;
but such was the fact. Innumerable

hands set to work removing the timber from the land in order to develop the

fertile lands underneath the canopy of timber, the uncertainty of a comfort-

able home to reward the laborer spurring him on to the hard task. Such soil

and such homes were sought by the Heckman family in Wayne county, and

the comfortable circumstances in which the present generation find them-

selves indicate that several members of this family succeeded in their efforts.

A well known member of the family in question is Jacob Heckman, who
was born in Clinton township, Wayne county, August 22, 1867, the son of

Henry B. and Barbara A. (Jacobs) Heckman. His maternal grandparents

were natives of Germany who came to America in a very early day. making

a tedious voyage across the Atlantic. They landed in New York, but be-

lieving that the middle west held greater opportunities, they came to Holmes

county, Ohio, where they settled, living the typical pioneer life. Later klr.

Jacobs bought land in Ashland county. He and his wife were not married

until they came to America.

Henry B. Heckman, father of the sulqect, was born in Pennsyb ania in

1839 and he came to Ohio when a young man, finally making his way to

Wayne county, Ohio, locating in Clinton township.

Jacob Heckman, of this review, brother of Frank PTeckman, whose

sketch appears on another page of this work, was educated in the common
schools of Clinton townshi]) and grew up on the home farm. He very early

decided to follow farming for a life work, and he has succeeded \'crv ad-

mirably at this, having become one of the most successful iu his neighborhood.

In 1903 he moved to Chester townshi]), where he now manages an excellent

farm of one hundred and seventy-one acres, which belongs to his mother. I le
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is also interested in good livestock, having jnst begun the breeding of Shrop-

shire sheep and thoroughbred Durham cattle. He is a good judge of stock

and the kind he now keeps is admired by all.

Mr. Heckman was married in November, 1892, to Caroline Matilda

Derr, a native of Ashland county, Ohio, the daughter of Valentine and Mary
Derr, old settlers of that county, having come here from Germany when

small children. Mrs. Heckman’s grandparents on both sides of the house

came from Germany to America at the same time. To Mr. and Mrs. J.

Heckman one son has been born, named Howard C.

In politics Mr. Heckman is a Republican, and his wife is a member of

the Lutheran church.

GEORGE A. FISHER.

A native of Wayne county and holding worthy prestige among the en-

terprising men of Wooster, the subject of this sketch has long been an in-

fluential factor in business circles and stands high in the esteem and confi-

dence of his fellow citizens. His father, Philip Fisher, was born in Frank-

fort, Germany, but in 1842 came to the United States and settled at Hagers-

town, iMaryland, where he lived two years, at the expiration of which time

he moved to Wooster, Ohio, where he continued to reside until his death, in

1893, at the age of seventy-three years. By occupation he was a bricklayer,

which trade he learned in his native land and followed in his adopted country

until 1852, when he was employed by the Wooster Cemetery Company as

sexton of the cemeteiy, of this city, which position he held for a period of

thirty-seven years to the satisfaction of all concerned. He helped clear the

grounds of the present cemetery and to him is due the credit of the subsequent

improvement until it became one of the most beautiful and attractive places

of sepulture in the northern part of the state. Mr. Fisher was a man of re-

fined tastes and a great admirer of the beautiful in all its forms. He took

es])ecial interest in the work assigned him and an evidence of his ability in

this respect is furnished by the artistic manner in which he laid out and kept

the ground, rendering them, as already stated, beautiful and ornate and mak-

ing them the model for a number of other cemetery associations in various

parts of the country.

klaria Stephens, wife of Philip Fisher, was also of German birth, having

been a native of Hessen Darmstadt, where she spent her childhood. While

still quite young she accompanied her parents to America and grew to become
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acquainted with the gentleman whom she subsequently married. Like her

husband, she possessed many of the sterling qualities for which her national-

ity has always been distinguished, early impressed upon the minds and

hearts of her children those principles which make for honoralile manhood

and womanhood and finished her earthly labors in the year 1888 at the age

of sixty-two years.

Philip and Maria Fisher reared a large family—thirteen children in all

—

twelve of whom grew to maturity, their names being as follows: Mary,

Avidow of Stillman Brown, who died in Toledo, Ohio, in 1870: Amelia mar-

ried Darret Brown and resides in that city; Edward S., of Mansfield, this

state: Henrietta, wife of Joseph H. Prentiss, of Toledo; Josephine, widow of

Leander LaRue, of Chicago, Illinois; Flora, now Airs. George Dickinson, of

Alissoula, Alontana; Emma T., widow of John Healy, of Chicago; Franklin,

who died in infancy; Charles A., who departed this life in the year 1900; Ida

L., principal of a high school at Alissoula, Alontana; H. S. Fisher, a real

estate dealer of the same place ; George A., the subject of this sketch, and

James P., who lives in Wooster.

George A. Fisher was horn in Wooster, Ohio, i\Iay 26, 1865, and spent

his early life in his native city, receiving his education in the public schools.

When old enough to he of service he assisted his father in caring for the

cemetery and continued that line of work until his eighteenth year, when he

began learning marble and granite cutting, a trade for which he manifested

a decided taste and in which he acquired much more than ordinary efficiency

and skill. Finishing the trade, he worked for a time for others, but soon en-

gaged in business for himself, establishing in 1889 the Alarble and Granite

^Vorks in Wooster, of which he has since lieen the head and which under his

able and judicious management has continued to grow in magnitude and

importance until it is now the largest establishment of the kind in the cit_\‘

and one of the most successful to be found among the northern counties of

Ohio.

Mr. Fisher deals in all kinds of monumental and cemetery work, carries

a full and comjjlete stock of marble, granite and other stone used in the

trade and in addition to an extensive retail business commands a large whole-

sale trade, su])])lying numerous customers in warious parts of the state. .\u

artist of pronounced al)ility in his calling, he ])ermils nothing l)ul llrst-class

work to leave his estahlishment and to this end his assistants have been

selected with special reference to their efficiency and skill, lie also ranks

high as a judicious and enteri)rising business man, whose well balanced

judgment is seldom if ever at fault and whose al)ility to foresee with remark-
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able accuracy the future results of present plans and actions enables him to

inaugurate and carry to successful conclusion large and important undertak-

ings. The large and constantly growing business which he has built up and

now conducts is creditable alike to his initiative and executive ability and the

success with which his efforts thus far have been crowned bespeak for him a

future of still greater possibilities and far-reaching results.

i\Ir. Fisher's domestic life dates from the year 1894, when he entered

the marriage relation with Katherine H. Rockey, a native of Wooster and

daughter of Charles A. and Margaret A. Rockey, a union blessed with five

children, namely: George P., INIary M., Harold C., Ethel J. and Ralph E., all

living and pursuing their studies in the public schools.

iMr. Fisher has always kept in touch with the public interests of Wooster

and as a councilman from the old third ward (now fourth) for two terms

was instrumental in bringing about much important municipal legislation. He
was elected to that body as a Republican and since attaining his majority has

always Ireen a pronounced supporter of his party and of recent years an

acti\-e and influential worker both in local and general political matters. He
is a director of the W’ayne Building and Loan Association, a stockholder in

the AAMyne County National Bank, besides having various other interests,

all of which indicate his influence and standing in a community where, as

already stated, he occupies a conspicuous place in the confidence and esteem

of his neighbors and fellow citizens.

IMr. Fisher is a Mason of high degree, an active worker in the blue lodge

and commandery of Knights Templar, and is also a member of the Independ-

ent Order of Odd Fellows, Royal Arcanum, the Order of Yeomen and the

Republican Club of AAMoster. Religiously, he subscribes to the Methodist

Episcopal faith and for some years has been a leading member of the church

in the city of his residence, also treasurer of the same. Mrs. Fisher was

reared in the Evangelical church, but joined the church her husband belongs

to and to which all the children belong.

RUDOLPH GRABER.

When a farmer is out of debt and is in comfortable circumstances, the

chances are that he is just as happy as any other person of moderate circum-

stances can be or is. He need not worry for fear his farm may burn up or

blow up, as he knows that no matter what may betide, he will still have a

home and a means of making a living for himself and family. It is his own

fault, therefore, if he is not happy. One of the contented farmers of East
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Union township is Rudolph Graber, a native of Switzerland, having been

born in that country September 13, 1853, the son of John and Anna ( Oplin-

ger) Graber, both now deceased, neither of them having come to the United

States.

Rudolph Graber was reared on the farm in his nath'e country and at-

tended the common schools there, receiving a good education. A\dien he

reached maturity he began to cast about for a profession and nothing in his

native country appealing to him, he decided to try his fortunes in the United

States, consequently he landed on our shores in May, 1877, and soon there-

after found himself in Wayne county, Ohio. He was limited in means and

in order to get a start he worked on the farm by the year and month. He
married Emma Zaugg, who was born September 13, i860, the daughter of

Jacob Zaugg; she was a native of Wayne county, th's state, a member of a

good old family of German descent.

Mr. Graber purchased the farm where he now lives in 1899, consisting

of forty-seven acres, located in sections 26 and 35, East E^nion township. He
learned the secret of cheese-making in his native country, and he has engaged

in the same here with great success, having purchased the Fountain cheese

factory. He manufactures cheese and retails the same in various markets,

always finding a ready sale for his products, owing to their superior quality

and wholesomeness. He has an excellent little farm which yields a very

comfortable income under his able management. He has a cozy home and

everytlr'ng about the place has an air of contentment.

To Mr. and Mrs. Graber eight children were lioru, namely: Ella. Fred,

Glara, Edna, Hilda, Raymond, Erma and Laura. They ha\'e all recei\’ed

good common school educations.

Mr. Graber and his family are members of the IMount Eaton Reform

church. Politically, Mr. Graber adheres to the tenets of the Democratic

party. He takes an abiding interest in whatever tends to advance the inter-

ests of his commuir’ty, and because of bis honesty and habits of strict atten-

tion to his business affairs, together with his neighborly friendliness, he is

held in popular favor all over the townshi]), as is also each member of his

family.

THOMAS A. WEAVER.

Go(k1 intellectual training, thorough professional knowledge and the

])ossession and utilization of the (|ualitics and attributes essential to success,

have made Dr. Thomas A. Weaver, of lllachleyville. Plain townslrp. Wkiyne
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county, eminent in his chosen calling and he stands today among the scholarly

and enterprising physicians in a community noted for the high order of its

medical talent, although he is yet a young man and has not attained the

zenith of his popularity and skill. He is a native of Sugar Creek township,

this county, where he first saw the light of day August 19, 1870, the son of

Henry and Sarah Jane (Wilson) Weaver, both born in Wayne county, Ohio,

and people of sterling worth, each representing honored pioneer ancestry.

The grandparents on the paternal side came from Pennsylvania and were

Pennsylvania yeomen, the grandfather being a farmer in Baughman town-

ship. On the maternal side Scotch-Irish blood prevailed, the grandparents

having lived in Baughman township, where they farmed successfully.

Henry Weaver was educated at the Bunker Hill school and he early in

life decided to devote his attention exclusively to farming and he has done

this, his operations resulting in the winning of a comfortable living all the

while and the laying by of a competency that renders his old age free from

want. He still resides on the farm where he moved when he was first married.

It consists of one hundred and sixty acres, much of which he cleared and im-

proved. A Republican politically and interested in all that tends to promote

the general interests of his locality, he has never aspired to offices of public

trust. He was one of the loyal sons of the North to offer his services to the

government during the troublous days of the early sixties, having enlisted in

the One Hundred and Sixty-ninth Regiment Ohio National Guard in 1864

as a prix'ate. He is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and the

Presbyterian church holds his membership. To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Weaver

the following children were born ; Emma B., William D., Anna M. and

Thomas A.

Dr. d'homas A. Weaver was educated in the schools of district No. 4,

Sugar Creek township, and the Dalton high school. Having been actuated

by a laudable desire early in life to become a physician, he began preparations

to secure the necessary mental discipline, and he spent one summer at the

University of W ooster, taking what is known there as the pre-medical course.

He then entered the Toledo Medical College, from which he was graduated

with a very creditable standing in his class in 1898. He at once came to

Blachleyville, Plain township, Wayne county, where he “hung out his

shingle” and has since practiced his profession here, with the exception of

the year 1907, when he was located in Orrville. He enjoyed a lucrative

patronage from the first, until he is now a very busy man, keeping in touch

with his numerous patients throughout this part of the county.
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Doctor Weaver was united in marriage with Nina E. Cully in 1892, a

lady of refinement and pleasing address, her family having been influential

here for many decades. To this union the following children have been born ;

Lois, Vance E. and Wilbert T.

The Doctor is a member of the Wayne County and the Ohio State Med-

ical Societies, in both of which he takes much interest, keeping abreast of the

times in all that concerns the science of medicine. Eraternally, he belongs to

the Knights of the Maccabees. Religiously, he is a Presbyterian, and a Repub-

lican in politics. He is known to be a conscientious and honorable man in all

the relations of life.

JACOB SHELLY.

Jacob Shelly was born in Plain township, January 15, 1842, and his inter-

esting career has been spent in his native community. He is the son of

Michael and Elizalieth (Hauser) Shelly, the former a native of Berks county,

Pennsylvania, and the latter a native of Cumberland county, that state. The

subject’s paternal grandparents were Jacob and Elizabeth (Suavely) Shelly.

They left their old home in the Keystone state in 1830 and came to Ohio,

locating in Plain township, Wayne county, finally becoming the owners of

valuable landed estates, owning a total of one thousand four hundred and

eighty acres in Plain, Wooster and Clinton townships. The grandfather

cleared some of the home place. His family consisted of eight children, and

he gave each of them a c]uarter section of land, which they cleared and im-

proved. The subject’s maternal grandparents were Jacob and Elizabeth (Din-

ninger) Hauser, natives of Pennsylvania. As early as 1831 they came to

Wayne county, Ohio, locating in Wayne township, later buying land in Plain

township and lived on the sixty acres they purchased there.

Michael Shelly, father of Jacob Shelly, came to this county with his par-

ents. He had received his education in the common schools of Pennsylvania.

He began farming early in life and followed this continuously the rest of his

life. He was ])rosperous and became the owner of five hundred acres. He
was a Whig and later a Republican, but ncuer aspired to ])ublic office: relig-

iously he was a Lutheran. 'To Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shelly ten children were

born, namely: Christian, Michael, Jacob, Peter, Joseph, John, Eliza. Sarah.

Mary and Sirsan. Peter was in Company T, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry; Jacob was in Company C, of the same regiment: Joseph was in

the One Hundred and Sixty-ninth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, for one hundred

days: the first two named .ser\-ed three vears each.
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Upon his return from the army, Jacob Shelly took up farming in Plain

township and he is now the owner of one hundred and two acres of fine land

in Plain and Wooster townships, carrying on general farming.

i\Ir. Shelly was married in 1867 to Harriett Culberson and this union has

resulted in the birth of the following children : Charles C., Ella and Jennie.

Christian Shelly, a brother of Jacob Shelly, was educated in the home

schools and he took up farming, which he has always followed in Plain town-

ship, doing a good business farming and stock raising. He was a Republican

in politics, and his family consisted of four boys and one girl.

Jacob Shelly and wife are members of the Lutheran church, and the

former lielongs to the Grand Army of the Republic, also the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows. Politically he is a Republican and he has been trustee

of Plain township for some time, making an excellent public official.

SAMUEL K. ALEXANDER.

Although twenty-nine years have come and gone with their joys and sor-

rows, triumphs and defeats, since the passing away of the picturesque old

character who was so greatly admired in Plain township, Wayne county,

—

Samuel K. Alexander,—he is yet well remembered by the older generation,

for his example was that of a strong-minded and generous-hearted, public-

spirited citizen, the type of man which the community greatly regrets to lose.

He was a native of Juniata county, Pennsylvania, having been born there in

July, 1811 the son of Samuel and Mary (Shaver) Alexander. The father

died in that county, and his widow came to Wayne county, Ohio, where she

survived but a short time. Samuel K. Alexander came to Wayne county,

Ohio, in 1833 and he was married here in 1848 to Leah Romich, daughter of

John and Mary (Wiler) Romich, both born in Pennsylvania, the former in

Berks and the latter in Lancaster county. The Romich family hailed from

Holland, coming across the great Atlantic in an old-fashioned sailing-vessel

to America. John Romich and family came by wagon from Pennsylvania

in 1833, making the tiresome trip over bad roads and unbridged streams, and

settled on what is norv the John McQuibb farm, consisting of one hundred and

sixty acres, which he bought. This was then in timber, but the old pioneer

liked to wrestle with the adverse conditions which then prevailed and he cleared

the place in part, later returning to Pennsylvania, rvhere he died. About two
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years after that event the family came to the farm here. Still later, Mrs.

Romich bought a small place in Plain township on which she lived until her

death.

Samuel K. Alexander received a limited schooling in the primitive schools

of the early days and when Ixit a lad began working on his father’s farm and

he farmed for himself about a year before his marriage. He made a success

of agricultural pursuits, having been a hard worker and a good manager, and

he finally purchased eighty acres of excellent land in Plain township, south of

where Mrs. Leah Alexander now lives. This place he greatly improved and

skillfully rotated his crops, giving back to the soil as much as he took there-

from, having understood scientific farming, until he not only made a very

comfortable living but was enabled to leave a competency to his family. He
lived on this place eleven years, clearing most of it and making substantial

improvements. He then bought forty acres where Mrs. Alexander now re-

sides. It, too, was placed in excellent shape and good buildings provided.

The death of Samuel K. Alexander occurred on October 14. 1880. He
and his wife were the parents of the following children : Rev. J. R.. wfio has

been a missionary at Asiout, Egypt, for the past thirty-fi\'e years, having done

a wonderful work in that country for the spread of the Gospel and in his min-

istrations to the benighted people there. The most notable work he has done

there was the organization of a college, of which he has been president ever

since. James H. is a farmer in Plain township. Maiy married R. M.

Brinkerhoff. Margaret, and A. S., who lives west of the old home place. He
is mentioned in a separate sketch in this work.

Samuel K. Alexander was a man of exemplary habits, scrupulously hon-

est in all his relations with his fellow men, a kind father and loving husband

and a man whom e\’eryl)ody liked and highly respected.

H. LINCOLN PIPER.

The Piper family has long been a prominent one in Wayne count\', one

of the be.st known memliers of the same being II. Lincoln Piper, whose birth

occurred March 14, i860, in Reedsburg, this county, and he is the son of

AVilliam Piiier, mentioned elsewhere in this work. The subject was educated

in the common .schools and in the Smithville .Veademv. after which he re-

turned to the farm and in i8qi he ])urchased a farm of one hundred and ten

acres in Chester townshi]-), which was im])roved: howexer. he nex er lix ed on
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the place. In 1906 he purchased two farms of eighty-five acres each in Ches-

ter township and these he still manages. He has fed and wintered horses to

some extent. He has also been in the loaning business for the past fifteen

years, and he has shown himself to be a man of unusual business ability, un-

derstanding all the phases of diversified farming, keeping his places up to a

high standard of excellence and reaping from them annually rich harvests as

the result of excellent management. However, he is not actively engaged in

agricultural pursuits at present, having lived practically retired for the past

two years.

Mr. Piper was married on October 2, 1883, to Alice Buchanan, a native

of Wayne county, Ohio, and the daughter of G. R. and Lydia Buchanan.

They were early settlers of this county and a highly respected family. Mrs.

Piper was well educated in the common schools and she is a woman of fine

personal traits, rendering her popular with a wide circle of friends in this

county. Her father believed in giving young people of today every ad-

vantage possible and consec[uently the mental and social training of his

daughter, Alice, was carefully looked after.

Besides his farming, Mr. Piper has various investments in securities and

whatever he has turned his attention to he has been very successful, his farms

showing that a man of good taste and splendid judgment has their manage-

ment in hand.

Politically Mr. Piper is a Republican, but he does not find time to devote

much attention to political matters, though he is interested in the progress of

his county in every respect. Religiously, he belongs to the Methodist Episco-

pal church, and Mrs. Piper belongs to the Lutheran church.

JOHN C. McCLARAN.

It is a well authenticated fact that success comes not as the caprice of

chance, but is the legitimate result of well applied energy, unflagging deter-

mination and perseverance in a course of action once decided upon by the

individual. Only those who seek the goddess Fortnna, find her—she ne\'er

was known to smile u]ion the idler or dreamer. The gentleman whose name

introduces these paragraphs clearly understood this fact early in life when

he was casting about for a legitimate and promising line to follow, and in

tracing his life history it is plainly seen that the prosperity he enjoys has

been won by commendable qualities, and it is also his personal and genuine
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regard for the welfare of others v.diich has gained for him the good standing

which he enjoys among his felloAY citizens—at the bar and in public and

social life.

John C. McClaran spent his boyhood and young manhood days on the

Wayne township, Wayne county, Ohio, about two miles northwest of the

county seat, August 10, 1852, a conspicuous day in the calendar of this

county for it marked the coming of the first passenger train through her

domain and the advent of a new and opulent epoch. He is the son of Dewitt

Clinton McClaran, who long since passed to his reward
;
he was a well-to-do

farmer and a man of influence in his community, a man of many commend-

able traits and who did his full share in the development of his township and

county, similar in makeup to his father, Robert IMcClaran, a sturdy pioneer

here in the wilderness days of the long ago, who, contributed a heroic part

toward the building of WMoster, the establishment and maintenance of public

order, the enforcement of the laws, the organization of public schools and the

general growth of the county seat and county, and the work he began has

been continued by his descendants to the present day, adding additional lustre

to an escutcheon of which anyone might well be proud. The grandfather

moved from Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, to \\kiyne county, Ohio, in

1812 and was at once recognized hy the early settlers here as an enterprising,

cajiable and public-spirited man, the type that any growing community always

welcomes into its midst. He was patriotic and when the war of 1812 began

unhesitatingly offered his services in behalf of the flag, and right gallantly

carried a musket through many trying campaigns and bloody battles of the

lake region. He was chosen the first justice of the peace of Wooster, and

as such married the first couple joined in wedlock in Wayne county. His

record in his official cajiacity was without stain or blemish. He took an abid-

ing interest in ])olitical matters, and, as a Whig, was elected to the General

Assembly of Ohio in 1823; he held various other offices of trust and respon-

sihility, and was a man of stanchest integrity, strong convictions, and nn-

({uestioned mental force.

John C. McClaran, a well known attorne\' of W'ooster. was horn in

home farm where he assisted with the work about the place and learned main-

\aluable lessons and laid the foundation for a virile manhood. 1 le alternated

his farming with teaching in the district school, spending his exenings among
his hooks, and in the line of his higher aspirations formed habits of close

<'i])plication and stick-to-iti\eness which hax'e characterized his sul)se(|uen!

caieer. lie xxtis not satisfied with ;i |)rimary education, conse(|uenlIy entered

the I'nixersity of Wooster from which he was graduated in the class of
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1877. He had decided upon the law and accordingly began to study of the

same in the office of the late George Rex, ex-supreme judge of Ohio and

recognized as one of the ablest lawyers and jurists on the bench. After the

completion of his studies in the office of Judge Rex, Mr. McClaran entered

the Boston Law College, from which he was graduated in 1880. He began

practice by forming a partnership with Gen. Aquila Wiley, of this city, a dis-

tinguished soldier in the Union army, with whom he remained in partnership

relations for a period of five years, during which time he grew' in favor and

popularity, impressing the bar and the public with his ability and future pos-

sibilities, one wdio was characterized by quick perceptions, sound judgment,

and an acute, logical, discriminating mind. At one time he held the office of

cit}' solicitor of Wooster, having been elected in 1890, in wdiich position he

discharged his official duties in an efficient and satisfactory manner.

He was elected probate judge of Wffiyne county in 1893, and re-elected

in 1896. His career on the bench w'as most satisfactory, irrespective of party

alignment, for he conscientiously sought to do justice to those wffio sought to

gam redress in court, desiring to give all the necessary protection, fairness

and justice of the law', of which he had a clear analysis. A court of pro-

tection to the minor child, the widow, the orphan; a court of administration

and relief, those entering it under the tenure of Judge McClaran had the as-

surance and guarantee of their legal rights. In every sense Judge McClaran

was especially and signally equipped for the honorable position to which he

had been elevated b}' his fellow citizens. His administration of the probate

office during his first term was characterized by learning, caution, fairness

and firmness; and all these (jualities were but significant indexes of what the

administration of the office was during the second term.

Upon his retirement from the probate office, Judge McClaran resumed

the duties of the legal profession, and with his judicial characteristics and

former experience as a popular, successful and painstaking lawyer at the

Wooster bar, assured him a satisfactory clientele and he has ever since

done his full share of legal business. His habits of close study, industry

and critical research, his ability to grasp and readily comprehend the law',

make him necessarily and logically a successful lawyer. He was elected to

the probate judgeship by a most emphatic majority by the Democratic party,

to which he gave his allegiance and franchise w'hen first a voter, and w'ith

which he is in conspicuous affiliation. At the Democratic primaries of May,

1900, having been a candidate for Congress from the seventeenth district,

he received the endorsement of the Democracy of Wayne for that exalted

position, but in the district convention failed of nomination. On the stump he
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is somewhat aggressive, but always argumentative and convincing. The

educational, moral and material interests of the community are matters of

concern to him, and the promotion of them are not forgotten in his cherished

objects of life.

Judge McClaran possesses an unblemished character, a strict integrity,

an intelligent appreciation of his responsibilities and a faculty of accompli.sh-

ment. He fully realizes that these traits of character have descended through

the blood of his ancestry and his greatest pride shall ever be that priceless

heritage of his forefathers—an honored name.

Judge McClaran was, on the 30th day of June, 1885, united in marriage

with Elizabeth C. Deer, daughter of Jacob Deer and Marietta Deer, to

which union were born two sons, Wade Dewitt, born July 24, 1886, and John

Walter, born October i, 1887. Mrs. McClaran died June 20, 1889. On
July 21, 1891, he was again married to Jessie Kate Jones, daughter of Lake

F. Jones and Jennie Jones, of Wooster, Ohio.

Judge McClaran is a member of the Westminster Presbyterian church

of Wooster, and has been closely identified with the splendid growth and

development of the University of Wooster, having been a member of its board

of trustees for many years. He is also a member of the fraternal orders of

Masons, Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias.

MICHAEL D. OTTO.

The backbone of this country is made up of families who have made

their own homes, who are alive to the best interests of the community in

which they reside, who are so honest that it is no trouble for their neighbors

to find it out, who are too Inisy to attend to anyone s business but theii

own, who work steadily on from day to day, taking the sunshine with the

storm, and who rear a fine family to an honest name and a comfortable

home. Among such families is the gentleman whose name forms the intro-

duction to this sketch, for his ancestors have left honorable records be-

hind them in this and Ashland counties, this state.

M. D. Otto, a prosperous farmer in Plain township, Wayne county, was

born in A.shland county, Ohio, October 24, 1859, the son of Michael and Re-

becca (Fmerick) Otto, both natives of Penn.sylvania. The grandparents

of the subject came to Ashland county, Ohio, in an early day and engaged

in farming.
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M. D. Otto was educated in the common schools of Ashland county, re-

ceiving an excellent practical education. He very early began farming in

his native county and followed the same until 1894, when he came to Plain

township, Wayne county, where he now follows general farming on an ex-

cellent place of two hundred and eighty acres. It is well improved in every

respect and on it stand a beautifully located home and good outbuildings,

everything about the place denoting thrift and prosperity. Mr. Otto keeps

a good grade of livestock of all kinds, especially horses, of which he is fond.

Mr. Otto was married on May 17, 1885, to Flora Coble, a woman of ex-

cellent tastes and the daughter of an old and highly esteemed family of

Ashland county, this state, where she was liorn. This union has resulted

in the birth of the following children : Florence Fay, Edith and Miron

Adair.

Politically, Mr. Otto is a Democrat, but he does not aspire to public of-

fice, though his support may always be depended upon when questions arise

looking to the betterment of his county in any way, and since coming here

he has made hosts of friends by reason of his neighborly and kindly man-

ners and his integrity. Mrs. Otto is a member of the United Brethren

church of Lake Forest, Ohio. Her parents both live in Ashland, Ohio.

WILLIS B. BRYSON.

Postmaster of Wooster and one of the most influential men of the city,

Willis B. Bryson is a native of Pennsylvania and an honorable representa-

tive of an old and highly esteemed family which for many years was identified

with the material progress and general interests of Lawrence county, that

state. His father, Joseph E. Bryson, born in the county of Lawu'ence and

a life-long resident of the same, was a bookkeeper and a man of high moral

worth and greatly esteemed by those with whom he mingled. He sen-ed in

a Pennsylvania regiment during the late Civil war, earned an honorable

record as a soldier and was killed in a railroad accident in the year 1871.

The Brysons are of Scotch-Irish lineage and originally settled in Cum-

lierland county, Pennsyh'ania, where the subject's grandfather, James D.

Bryson, was born and reared. Tn early life he removed to New Castle, Law-

rence county, Pennsylvania, where he worked for a number of years as a

millwright and where he also served ten or twelve years as county commis-

sioner, besides representing that jurisdiction at one time in the Legisla-



W. B. BRYSON





WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1269

ture. He was a fine mechanic and, during his long experience in constructing

mills, made may improvements in machinery, including among others an

improved turbine water wheel which he invented and which was pretty gen-

erally adopted and is still in use. A man of affairs as well as a mechanical

genius, he took an active interest in public matters, kept in close touch with

the great cpiestions and issues of the times and wielded an influence in the

community which in due time made him a leader among his fellow citizens.

He lived a long and useful life and was called from the scenes of his earthly-

labors and triumphs in the seventy-seventh year of his age.

The maiden name of the subject’s mother was Rose E. Means, daughter

of Daniel Means, of western Pennsylvania. A native of the Keystone state,

she married her husband in Lawrence county, and bore him two children,

AAhllis B., whose name introduces this sketch, and Mrs. C. E. Ohliger, of

Kansas City, Missouri. Mrs. Bryson was a woman of well-balanced judg-

ment, practical intelligence and beautiful life, and early impressed upon the

minds and hearts of her offspring those principles which make for correct con-

duct and strong, well-rounded character. She died in 1906, at the age of

sixty-seven years, and left to her posterity the memory of noble deeds and high

ideals which they- cherish as a priceless heritage.

Willis B. Bryson was born December 10. 1864, in New Castle, Penn-

sylvania, and spent his early life pretty much after the manner of the majority

of city lads. At the proper age he entered the public schools, where he made

commendable progress in his studies, and in 1884, when nineteen years of age,

came to Wooster, Ohio, and engaged in the mercantile business, which he

carried on with encouraging results for a period of nine years, devoting his

attention during the time to the notion and wallpaper trade. Disposing of

his establishment in 1903, he entered the employ of the Cleveland & South-

western Traction Comjiany, with which he continued two and a half years,

when he resigned his position to take charge of the postoffice at Wooster, to

which he was appointed on May 8, 1906.

On becoming a citizen of Wooster Mr. Bryson at once began taking

an interest in public affairs and it was not long until he forged to the front

and rose to a position of prominence and influence in political circles. He
early embraced the principles of the Republican jiarty and in due time became

an earnest advocate of the same, his activity in working for the success of

the party and his judicious advice in its councils leading, in 1897, to his

being chosen chairman of the Re]iublican executive committee, which position

he held for a period of twelve years and in which he demonstrated ability

and leadership of a high order. Tn recognition of valuable services while at
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the head of the above organization as well as by reason of his fitness for the

place, he was appointed, as already noted, to the important position of post-

master, the duties of which he has since discharged with credit to himself

and to the satisfaction of the department and the general public, proving a

capable, courteous and obliging official in whom the people, irrespective of po-

litical affiliation, repose implicit confidence.

Mr. Bryson is a public-spirited man and lends his influence and material

assistance to all worthy enterprises for the advancement of the city in which

he resides and is also deeply interested in those measures and movements

having for their object the social, intellectual and moral welfare of the com-

munity. He is a stockholder in the Wayne County National Bank, in Woos-
ter, besides having interests in various other utilities of minor import. Like

the majority of wide-awake, enterprising men, he discharges his duties to

the public with the best interests of the county, state and nation at heart, and

as a representative American of his day and generation endeavors to realize

in himself his high ideals of manhood and citizenship. He holds membership

with the Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained the thirty-second degree

of the Scottish rite, and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being a

member of Canton Wright, Patriarchs Militant.

Mr. Bryson was married in 1889 to Naomi Foote, daughter of E. D.

Foote, of Wooster, the union being blessed with one child, a son, Willis D.,

an intelligent youth of fourteen years, who bids fair to realize the fond hopes

which his parents entertain for his future.

JAMES A. WELTMER.

The Weltmer family has always figured prominently in the life of Wayne
county, each member so comporting himself as to gain the admiration of his

neighbors in respect to material as well as the public and social side of life.

One of the best-known of the present generation is James A. Weltmer, whose

birth occurred in Plain township. April 18, 1853, the son of George \X. and

Isabella (Rittenhouse) Weltmer, the former born in Plain township and

the latter a native of the state of Pennsylvania. The subject’s paternal grand-

parents were John and Elizabeth t Kean) Weltmer, the former born in

Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, and the latter a native of Scotland. It was in

1816 that they came to Wayne county, Ohio, and settled in Plain township,

section 22, the place now being known as the Rittenhouse farm. Jacob Welt-
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mer, father of John, came to this county in an early day and bought forty

acres of land which he cleared and set out in fruit trees, some of the trees

still living; it was one of the first large orchards in this part of the state and

it pro\’ed to be very successful from a financial venture. Jacob Weltmer re-

mained on that place until his death. The subject’s paternal grandparents,

Matthias and Catherine (Godwaldt) Rittenhouse, were natives of Pennsyl-

vania. They came to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1830 and settled in Plain

township, section 21, now known as the Stair farm, consisting of eighty acres.

The farm was unimproved when Mr. Rittenhouse bought it, but the same

was cleared by him and transformed into a comfortable home. Pie later

moved to Ashland county, where his death occurred, as did also that of his

wife. Their son, William, served three years as a soldier in the One Hun-

dred and Twentieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war.

George, father of the subject, went out in March, 1864, in the One Hundred

and Fifty-ninth Regiment National Guard of Ohio, serving seven months.

Matthias, brother of William Rittenhouse, also served as a private in the One

Hundred and Fifty-ninth Regiment, all surviving the struggle.

George Weltmer was educated in the home schools and early in life

learned the shoemaker's trade. Both grandfathers of the subject were shoe-

makers, having solicited work by going from house to house. George AVelt-

mer also farmed in section 27, Plain township, on forty acres which he owned

and where he lived until his death in 1867; his wife died on September 6,

1885. Besides farming and shoemaking, George Weltmer paid especial at-

tention to raising sheep and horses. Politically, he was a Republican and an

active worker in the party, holding some of the local offices, including that of

school director. He was also a very active worker hi the Evangelical church.

To Mr. and Mrs. George Weltmer five children were born, three daughters

and two sons, namely: Lucy; Melissa, deceased; James A.; Alpheus : Kath-

erine, deceased.

James A. Weltmer, of this review, was educated in the common schools of

Plain township. Pie began farming early in life and has lieen I’ery successful,

being a hard worker and a good manager. In 1877 he purchased forty acres,

upon which he erected all the buildings and made other substantial improve-

ments. Pie has made his own way through life, having received assistance

from no one. He has dealt somewhat e.xtensively in livestock, having been an

extensive horse and lamb feeder, in connection with his general farnfing.

Mr. Weltmer was married in 1877 to Ida fi'elger, daughter of George

and Lydia f Rynard )
fi'elger. The h'elger family originated in the state of

Pennsyhania, and in an early day came to Wayne county, Ohio, where the\-
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began life in the ivoods, but became fairly well established here. The Felger

family had eleven children, as follows : Viola, Jenetta, Ida May, Ira, Julius,

Hattie, Sadie, Zeanas, George, Olla and Stella, all alive and financially in

good circumstances. To Mr. and Mrs. Weltmer four children have been born,

namely : Blanche, who married Thomas R. Campbell, is the mother of two

children, Josephine Lenora and Thomas Richard
;
George W. married Hope

Sprang, and their child is James Frederick; J. A. died when three years of age,

December 14, 1890; June Isabel.

Mr. Weltmer is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, his family

also belonging to that denomination. Politically, he is a Republican and

firm in his beliefs in the principles of the same. Fraternally he belongs to

the Knig'hts of the Maccabees, and Mrs. Wltmer belongs to the Ladies of

the Maccabees.

B. G. COPE.

The gentleman to a brief review of whose life and work the reader’s

attention is herewith directed is among the foremost business men of Orr-

ville, Wayne county, Ohio, and has by his enterprise and progressive methods

contributed in a material way to the industrial and commercial advancement

of the city and county. He lias in the course of an honorable career been

most successful in the business enterprises of which he is the head, and is

well deserving of mention in the biographical memoirs of Wayne county.

Mr. Cope is a native son of the Buckeye state, having been born at

East Greenville, Stark county, on the 14th of March, 1874. He is a son of

Daniel and Margaret Cope, the former of whom was of English antecedents

and the latter of good old Pennsylvania-German stock. The father is still

livinp' in Stark countv, which has been his home for more than half a cen-o

tury, being now eighty-six years old. The subject’s mother died about twenty

vears ago. B. G. Cope secured his education in the public schools of Green-

ville and Massillon, and has supplemented this during the subsequent years

by close reading of the best literature as well as keen observation of men

and things, so that today he is considered a well-informed man. When a boy

of sixteen years, klr. Cope became interested in the work of drilling and

during the following five years he followed the business of prospecting for

coal. He then learned the trade of machinist, at which he was employed for

five years. He w^as shrewd and far-sighted and, recognizing an opening for

business, he was quick to take advantage of conditions. With the assistance
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of a brother, he commenced the manufacture of drills at East Greenville,

Stark county, and their enterprise met with success from the start. They paid

particular attention to the cjuality of their work and soon found themselves in

possession of a business which warranted their branching out. 1^'rom this

nucleus has grown the great Cyclone Drill Company, which will be referred

to in following paragraphs. Mr. Cope now has other business interests,

being a stockholder in the Orrville P'ormclry Company and a member of the

firm of Cope & Cornelius, of Orrville, manufacturers of blast hole loaders.

On January i, 1895, Mr. Cope was married to Emma Custer, of Mont-

pelier, Ohio, where she was born, being a daughter of Peter and Nancy Cus-

ter. No children have been born to this union. Eraternally, Mr. Cope is a

member of the time-honored order of Eree and Accepted Masons, and in his

life he exemplifies the beneficent teachings of the order. Though a compara-

tively young man, Mr. Cope’s business career has been one of brilliant order,

and yet has been the natural sec[uel of the determined application of his dis-

tinctive abilities and to his extraordinary grasp of manifold details and his

indefatigable energy. As a young man he has risen to a position of unmis-

takable prominence in the financial and industrial world and he now occupies

an enviable position in the community.

In a previous paragraph mention has been made of the drill manufac-

turing business established at East Greenville by the Cope brothers. Their

business increased rapidly and the outlook looked so promising that they felt

they would be justified in seeking a better location and to this end they re-

moved the plant to Orrville in 1900. The concern continued to prosper here

and in 1903 a stock company was formed and incorporated under the name

of the Cyclone Drill Company. The present officers of this company are as

follows: President, B. G. Cope; vice-president, C. R. Smith; secretary-treas-

urer, Levi Mumann
;
directors, W. H. Tschantz, C. R. Smith, Levi Mumann,

Arthur Jones and B. G. Cope.

The com])any is engaged in the manufacture and sale of well-drilling

machinery, mineral and metal prospecting outfits, blast hole drills, engines,

and drilling and finishing tools. The company builds a distinctive type of

machine that handles both churn and core tools, and is the only machine of

this tyjie built. They also manufacture a gasoline traction drill, being also the

only one of its kind on the market. 'I'hough the Cyclone is not the largest

factory of its kind in tlie world, it enjoys the dist’nction of manu facturing the

largest line of drilling and prospecting machinery in the world, and it is a

significant fact that their line of hole prosi)ecting outfits has dex’eloped ninety-

five per cent of all the coal mines in Indiana, (Tiio, Michigan and Illinois dur-
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ing the last ten years. The products of this concern find a ready sale in all

parts of the world and are being demanded above all others in many contracts

where a specially good tool is required. The factory gives employment to

eighty men, most of them highly skilled workmen, and the rapid growth of thj

business g*ives great promise for the future. Five large buildings are occupied

and the erection of others is lieing considered. Those now occupied are the

main building, fort}^-five by one hundred and sixty-five feet in size
;
the forge

shop, seventy-five by one hundred and seventy-five feet ; wood shop, sixty-two

by one hundred and twenty feet
;
and the shipping and stock room, each fifty

by seventy feet, besides the modern office, which is finished and ecjuipped for

the ready dispatch of business under the most favorable conditions.

REZIN B. WASSON.

Fortunate is he who has back of him an ancestry honoralile and dis-

tinguished, and happy is he that his lines of life are cast in harmony there-

with. The late Rezin B. Wasson, a well-remembered and highly-honored cit-

izen of Wayne county, Ohio, was blessed in this respect, as he sprang from

two prominent families distinguished in the early annals of what geogra-

phers are usually pleased to designate as the “Middle West” and since the

early pioneer epoch the name he bore has been one of which present-day

descendants may well be proud. He W^as born on his father’s farm in Wayne
township, this county, two and one-half miles northeast of Wooster, March

28, 1833, the second son of David Wasson, who was of sterling English

descent. The great-grandfather of Rezin B. emigrated to the United States

from England during the last half of the eighteenth century, and settled in

Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where Joseph Wasson, grandfather of Rezin

B., was born March 27, 1775. He was married at Lewistown, that state,

July 10, 1800, to Jane McConahay, sister of David McConahay. Her father,

who came to Wayne county, Ohio, in 1816, served as one of the early asso-

ciate judges of the common pleas court of Wayne county in 1819, also serving

two terms in the General Assembly of the state of Ohio in succession, hav-

ing been first elected in 1826; He was the father-in-law of Ephraim- Quinby,

long since deceased.

It was as early as 1819 that Joseph Wasson moved with his family to

Wayne county, Ohio, first settling in Greene township, and the same year he

purchased what was then known as the Davison farm and owned by David
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Wasson, father of Rezin B., at the time of his death in 1882. David \A’as-

son, the third son of Joseph Wasson and father of Rezin B., was liorn in

Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and came here with his father in the year

mentioned in the preceding paragraph. He married, on June 3, 1830, Mar-

garet Beall, a niece of General Beall, for whom Rezin Beall Wasson, of this

review, was named. It will be remembered that General Beall was the first

representative in Congress after Ohio had been admitted to the Pinion in

1803, from the district of which Wayne county is now a part, having served

from 1813 to 1815. He was commissioned a brigadier-general in the war

of 1812; he served as clerk of the supreme and common pleas court, and

when the position of register of the land office for the Wooster land district

became vacant in 1814, he resigned his seat in Congress to accept the appoint-

ment.

Rezin B. Wasson spent his boyhood days on the old home place, where

he assisted with the work when he became of proper age, learning many val-

uable lessons that assisted him in the later battles of life and laying by an

excellent store of potential energy that resulted in a strong, virile manhood,

for he had plenty of hard work in connection with the clearing and develop-

ing of the farm, and he very faithfully and uncomplainingly performed well

his just share of the same. When nineteen years of age his boyish imagina-

tion was fired by tales of gold in California, and, not having any capital of

his own, he borrowed a small sum and bravely struck out, ‘‘like a tramp,” as

he later explained, toward the trackless plains of the arid West beyond which

lay the “sundown seas.’’ This feat alone is enough to stamp him as one pos-

sessed of no usual amount of courage and the innate qualities that win. On
March 10, 1852, he left Wooster, making his way to Mansfield, thence by

rail to Shelby, thence to Cincinnati, thence by steamlioat to St. Louis, with

numerous companions whom he did not know previously, all bent on reach-

ing the Eldorado in the West; they went on to Lexington, Missouri, and

other Missouri river points on the steamer “Pontiac,” an old condemned ves-

sel, which blew up in a turn of the river, killing one hundred and thirty Mor-

mons and other passengers, including the captain and pilot, Mr. Wasson and a

few other ])assengers escaping 1>y reason of the fact that they had only a few

moments liefore left the boat. He sought and found em])lo_\iucnt with a

farmer at Independence, a village a few miles west of Lexington, where the

explosion occurred, with whom he remained for a time, learning his lirst les-

sons in ox-teaming from the old ]danter. He then worked for a conqiany

who had a contract with the government for freighting corn, flour and other

materials and provisions to one of the frontier posts, and while in the employ
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of the company managed to get as far west as Fort Laramie, where he met a

man who had collected a large drove of sheep with the object in view of driv-

ing them over the plains and across the Rockies to Salt Lake and young Was-
son went with him as a driver and herder, the distance being over seventeen

hundred miles and through a very wild region, overrun with savages and

through which there were only dim trails in places, the way being perilous for

many reasons, partly from the Indians and partly from white bandits. The

trip was made without serious mishap, and in the city of the Mormons Mr.

Wasson remained for a fortnight, during which time he heard President

P)righam Young preach a sermon in which he admonished the “sisters” to

lieware of familiarity with the Gentiles. The problem that now confronted

our young adventurer was how to cover the seven hundred miles that yet inter-

vened between him and the gold fields of California. While in Salt Lake

City the stockman who brought the sheep to Salt Lake decided to purchase a

drove of mules and take them to California, and so young Wasson’s services

were again needed in assisting to take the mules across the sands and moun-

tains, thereby enabling him to complete his long journey, and so he plodded

on over the hot alkali soil, through the rugged gorges and mountain passes,

pushing on like the dauntless and unfaltering man of courage until he reached

Sacramento with his charge, arriving in that beautiful valley on October 15,

1852. having been six months on the long, weary journey from Wooster.

But, being anxious to try his fortune in the mines, he spent no time in the

semi-tropical luxuries of the Sacramento valley. His first experiences were

at Dutch Bar Middle Fork on the Amazon river. He remained on the Pa-

cific coast eight years, giving his attention very largely to mining. He was

there during the days of lawlessness, desperadoes, the Vigilantes, and when

little or no protection was afforded to property or life. His career was one

of peril, often romantic and filled with thrilling and desperate adventuries.

Mr. Wasson was at last ready to forsake the varied experiences in the

Golden state and in i860 returned to Wooster by way of the Isthmus of Pan-

ama. On his return he began work for O. K. Griffith, digging wells, cut-

ting cord-wood, making rails and dohig general work. He sought lighter

employment and was engaged as clerk in a dry goods and general store in

Poylestown, where he continued for two years, when, in 1862, he purchased a

farm which he kept three years, then sold it and bought another. In 1865

he launched in the saw-mill business in western Ohio and continued in the

same there and in central Michigan for a number of years, discontinuing the

same in 1875, having been very successful in this line. For a short time he

then shipped logs and veneering wood to New York City. In 1878 he pur-
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chased \vhat is known as the Christian Stoll farm, in Wayne township, Wayne
county, Oh'o, five and one-half miles northwest of Wooster, where he con-

tinued to live until his death, he having retired to this place, his health having

begun to fail in 1892.

Mr. Wasson took considerable interest in local political affairs and he was

elected treasurer of Wayne county on the Democratic ticket in 18S7 and re-

elected in 1889, his term of office expiring in September, 1892.

Rezin B. Mffisson was married while in business in Doylestown to Lu-

cetta Franks, of Chippewa township, the wedding occurring on March 26,

1861. Mrs. Wasson was the daughter of Abraham Franks, the fourth son of

Henry Franks, who was born in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, February 9,

1798, and who came to Chippewa township, Wayne county, Ohio, witli his

father on May 18, 1825. He married Lydia Blocken and they became the

parents of e’ight children, four sons and four daughters. He was a man of

great muscular power and endurance, full of industry and energy and for

many years he was prominent as a farmer and leading stock man, also in mer-

cantile business generally. He brought the first sheep to Chippewa township.

In 1861 he retired from business and divided his handsome estate among his

children, retaining a competency for himself and living a life of cpiiet ease

until his death, on February 24, 1865. His wife is also dead. Although often

solicited to hold some public office, he would never do so
;
however, he was an

active worker in the Democratic ranks. To Abraham Franks and wife a

large family was born, five of whom are living at this writing, namely : Ly-

man, Riley, Morgan, Phoebe and Lucetta, widow of Rezin B. A'Vasson, of this

review.

To Mr. and Mrs. Rezin B. Wasson eight children were born, named in

order of birth as follows : Abraham died when seven years of age. x-\manda

married Charles Zimmerman, of Cleveland, Ohio. Martha Belle is living at

home. John always lived at home on the farm, and he married Flizabeth

G ,
who has borne him four children: Grace, Josiah Allen, George

Beall and Albert. Richard Wasson is at Barton, Ohio; he married Josephine

Hill and they are the parents of three children. Hill R., Dwight M. and

klarold. Thomas Wasson, who is a practicing physician at Ellenburg, Wash-

ington, was educated in Kansas City, Missouri, Los Angeles and Sacramento,

California, and also took other courses, and has become a very successful gen-

eral practitioner; he marr'ed Flora F. Germain, of W’alla Walla, Whishiug-

ton. Kate Wasson is still a member of the home circle, rxiuis F. is single

and is ])racticiiig dentistry at Tacoma, Washington.
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Mrs. Wasson is a woman of gracious personality and has hosts of friends

in this vicinity; she is a member of the First Presbyterian church of Wooster,

where her two daughters also hold membership.

Rezin B. Wasson’s varied and interesting career was a most successful

one. It combined energy, persistency, honesty and generosity, and as a public

official he was sincere, competent and trustworthy. Both as a farmer and

business man he was diligent, self-reliant and independent, and as a citizen

he aimed to discharge his duties as they appeared to him, honesth’' and in a

spirit of candor and fairness. He was always ready to assist when he saw

that aid was needed and he certainly deserved the high esteem in which he was

held by everyone.

JOHN A. YODER.

Although John .A. Yoder, a progressive agriculturist of Wayne township,

Wayne county, has spent most of his life in his home locality, is perhaps not

especially conversant with conditions prevailing in other portions of the coun-

try, he is a man who could have succeeded either in his home country or any

other, for a study of his life record reveals the possession of those cjualities

that make for success in any environment, and he is now one of the substantial

citizens of a community which holds high rank in the list of foremost coun-

ties in the Union. He is a native of Greene township, Wayne county, where

he first saw the light of day May 19, 1861, the son of Samuel and Catherine

(Naftzinger) Yoder, the former a native of Mifflin county, Pennsylvania,

and the latter was born in Germany. For a full history of the subject’s an-

cestrv the reader is directed to the sketch of M. P. Yoder, appearing elsewhere

in this volume, and owing to its completeness there, it is deemed unnecessary

to repeat it here. Suffice it to say that they were people of the highest integ-

rity and were prominent in their neighborhood.

John A. AYder received only a common school education in his native

community, having worked on the home farm during the major part of the

year until he reached maturity. He began doing little chores about the place

when he was a very small lad, remaining under the parental rooftree until

he was twenty-one years of age. He then turned his attention to the WYst

and went to Johnson county, Missouri, while yet a single man. He formed a

matrimonial alliance with Sarah Neuhauser in the month of January, 1885.

She was a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and the daughter of C.

B. and Catherine (Stoltzfus) Neuhauser, both natives of Lancaster county.
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Pennsylvania, who later went to Knox county, Tennessee, where they still re-

side. To Mr. and Mrs. Yoder three children have been born, namely: Cris-

sie, Nellie and Roy.

After the year 1885 Mr. Yoder lived in Johnson county, Missouri, where

he became the owner of an excellent piece of land, consisting of eighty acres

of prairie ground, on which he resided for a period of eleven years, prosper-

ing by reason of his good management. But his old home in Wayne county,

Ohio, still had its allurements and he was never wholly satisfied away from

it, so in 1896 he came back to his native community and purchased th’rty

acres of land where he now lives in Wayne township, known as the Joseph

Blocker place. It was badly run down when Mr. Yoder took possession of

it, but he has made many valuable improvements and is making a comfortable

living on the same. He is a man who takes no special interest in public af-

fairs, never aspiring for office, merely voting the Republican ticket on election

days. He and his wife are members of the Amish Mennonite church at Oak-

Grove, Greene township.

JAMES BEDELL PUTNAM.

To attain a worthy citizenship by a life that is always honored and re-

spected, even from childhood, deserves more than mere mention. It is no

easy task to resist the many temptations of youth and early manhood and

plant a character in the minds and hearts of associates that will remain an

unstained figure for all time. One may take his place in public life through

some vigorous stroke of public policy, and even remain in the hearts of

friends and neighbors, hut to take the same position by dint of the practice

of an upright life and without a craving for exaltation merely for selfish ends,

whose chief desires seem to he to serve others and lead a life of usefulness

and honor, is worthy of the highest praise and commendation. Such a man

is James Pedeh Putnam, well-known l)usiness man of A’ooster, who is dul_\- re-

s|)ected by all classes, not especially l)ecause of the vigorous training of his

special talents, hut because of In’s daily life, each day being one that is above

criticism, viewed in the light of j)uhlic-spirited citizenship and true American

manhood. Lie is a native of Wooster, where he was horn on (')ctoher 8. 1858,

the second child of Samuel and .Anna (Wilson) Putnam, and Whayue county

has always had such attract 'ons for him that he has continued to make his

home here and lal)or in the county’s best interests. His father, an honest.
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hard-working and highly respected man, was a pioneer shoemaker here, who
made a very comfortable living for his family, being a skilled workman, hav-

ing taken up his residence in Wooster in - 1850, and he was called from his

earthly labors on February 9, 1864, survived until March 14, 1872, by his

widow, a woman of excellent traits.

James B. Putnam received a common school education, studied hard and

made the most of his advantages. Following in the footsteps of his father in

the leather working trade, he served an apprenticeship of five years at “collar-

making,” then for the same length of time he worked for the Standard Coach

Pad Company, being regarded by the same as one of their most adroit and

trusted emplo}^es. Since then he has represented a number of large firms,

handling household necessities, etc., and he has budt an extensive business,

giving each firm entire satisfaction.

Mr. Putnam has always taken considerable interest in the affairs of the

Democratic party, never missing an opportunity to aid the local cause in what-

ever way possible, and for some time his counsel has been sought by party

leaders who have recognized his influence. He was elected clerk of Wooster

township in 1896, and according to statements of many of his constituents,

the township never had a better official.

jMr. Putnam is a man of patriotic impulses, ready at any time to defend

his country in time of peace or war, and he served very faithfully as a mem-
ber of Company D, Eighth Regiment Ohio National Guard.

On December 28, 1887, Mr. Putnam was married to Minn'e Mowery,

the representative of a well-established and highly respected family of Ches-

ter township, the daughter of David and Susan Mowery, and this union has

resulted in the birth of one child, Wayne Wooster Putnam, a bright lad, born

April 22, 1890.

SAMUEL GEORGE GILL.

The county of MTyne numbers among its citizens many skillful physi-

cians, lawyers of state repute, well-known manufacturers and business men of

more than local reputation
;
while proud of them, she is not lacking in others

who have achieved distinction in callings rec|uiring intellectual abilities of a

high order. Among the latter, Samuel G. Gill, who is now engaged in the in-

surance, real estate and stock and bond business at Wooster, but who formerly

for many years was one of this county’s most successful pedagogues, deserves

a conspicuous place. No one is more entitled to the thoughtful consideration



,

5 :

Vi, '

'

'i

. ^

u*
I



MRS. S. G. GILL



SAMUEL G. GILL





WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1281

of a free and enlightened people than he who shapes and directs the minds

of the young, adds to the value of their intellectual treasures and to a large

degree moulds their characters. This is pre-eminently the mission of the

faithful and conscientious teacher and to such noble work was the life of the

subject for many years devoted.

Samuel G. Gill was born September 19, 1850, in Plain township, Wayne
county, Ohio, and is a son of George and Anna (’Miller) Gill. George Gill

was also a native of this state, born in 1819, and followed farming during his

active years. He was descended from sturdy Scotch-Irish stock, the family

name having originally been McGill. The father’s death occurred July 27,

1861, on the old homestead in Plain township, where he had lived for nearly

twenty years. The subject’s paternal grandfather, Isaac Gill, cvas a native of

Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio and settled near Reedsburg, MMyne county,

where he lived until his death, which occurred when he was about eighty-

seven years old. Anna Miller was born April 22, 1821, near Harnsburg, Cum-

berland county, Pemusybauia, and is still living, making her ho:ne with her

daughter, at Reedsburg. By her union with George Gill, she became the

mother of the following children: Isaac died in infancy; Jacob IM., of Je-

romesville, Ashland county, Ohio; William W., of Plain township, this

county; Sarah Jane, who is the widow of Ralston Brown, now makes her

home with the subject of this sketch; Samuel G. is the next in order of birth;

Martha is the wife of John A. Stottler, a merchant at Reedsburg; David IM.,

who is a clerk in the employ of William Annant, at M’ooster.

Samuel G. Gill was reared under the parental roof and secured his pre-

liminary education in the common schools of his home township, supplement-

ing this mental training by attendance at a select school at Reedsburg, Wayne
county, taught by an educator from Boston. At the early age of sixteen years,

Mr. Gill began teaching school, a profession he followed with distinctive suc-

cess through many years. His fir.st school was in Greene county, Indiana,

where he closed a summer term and then taught a full winter term. He was

then engaged to teach the school at Blachleyville, this county, and so satisfac-

tory were his services that altogether he taught nineteen terms at that place,

there being two intervals during this period. He also taught twelve terms at

Reedsburg, ten terms in his home district (’Union Institute, Plain township),

fourteen terms at h’aukectown, twelve terms in Wooster at \^alley C'ollege,

and four terms at School No. 8 in Wayne township. He then assisted Pro-

fessor Dickisou during a summer term at the ^^’ooster University. This

makes a total of seveuty-tlirce terms of school which .Mr. Gill taught, a record

which is believed to be, beyond a doubt, without an ecpial in this countw and

(81)
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probably not excelled in the state of Ohio. Fifty-six terms of school were

taught by him in his home township. During 1866-67 Grill also served as

clerk of Plain township. He is now engaged in the insurance, real estate,

bond and stock business in the city of Wooster and is enjoying a large and

satisfactory business. He is the owner of a farm of one hundred and seventy-

two acres in Plain township, on which are three sets of farm buildings and

other valuable improvements. With his son and another man, Mr. Gill owns a

large elevator at Richwood, Ohio. He is also a director in the Buckeye Clay

and Coal Co., of New Salisbury, this state, which concern possesses some

splendid prospects. The company owns two thousand acres of land, touch-

ing the Cleveland & Pittsburg Railroad for three miles, and underlying this

land there have been developed seven veins of coal and three of clay. Of the

coal, one vein, which is now being mined, is four and a half feet thick, and

there is a fifteen-foot vein of drift coal. Of the clay, one vein is nineteen feet

thick, one thirteen and two of eight foot thickness, all said to be the finest

sewer-pipe clay in the United States. The stockholders in the company feel

sanguine they have a paying proposition in this property and it has been so

pronounced by competent judges of the value of such properties.

On February 17, 1876, Mr. Gill was married to Clara C. Sidel, the

daughter of John Sidel, who during his active years was a successful stock

man and large land owner, his home being at Blachleyville, this county, own-

ing over eleven hundred acres of land. Mr. Sidel died on January ii, 1887:

Mrs. Sidel died June 28, 1889. They are buried at Blachleyville cemetery.

They had six children, four boys and two girls ; the oldest son died at the age

of sixty years. To the subject and bis wife have been born the following

children: Ellis Boyd, born November 17, 1878, who is a traveling man, and

Ray Russell, born August 23, 1882, who is interested with his father in the

elevator at Richwood, this state, and is managing the business. In matters

political Mr. Gill gives an enthusiastic support to the Prohibition party, be-

lieving that the temperance rjuestion is the great paramount issue before the

American people today and that nothing can overshadow it until the great

question is forever settled in this country. He is active in his support of

the party and attends all the state and national conventions, Religiously,

Mr. and Mrs. Gill are devoted members of the Christian church, as are their

two sons, and to this society they give a generous support. They live in 'an

elegant home at No. 150 North Buckeye street. Mr. Gill gives his endorse-

ment to all moral, educational, social or material interests which he believes

will benefit the community, and as a man of sterling worth he justly merits the

hig-h regard in which he is held.
o o
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GEORGE F. FORRER.

A very large proportion of the citizens of Wayne county either came

direct from Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, or their forbears originated there,

and almost without exception they have proved to be among the progressive,

law-abiding and high-minded residents here, the old stock back in that partic-

ular sectun of the Keystone state havinr l.e:n of the best. A noteworthy

example of this class is George F. Forrer, a successful farmer of Baughman
township, whose birth occurred in Lancaster county on January 24, 1850,

the son of Henry K. and Charlotte A. (Kendig) Forrer, the former born in

York county, Pennsylvania, in 1812, the son of Martin Forrer, who emigrated

to Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where he spent the remainder of his life,

an old pioneer there. Henry K. Forrer also remained in that county until

the death of his father, soon after which event he removed to Orrville, Wayne
county, Ohio, in April, 1855. He devoted his life to farming, spending his

last days in Baughman township. To Mr. and Mrs. Henry K. Forrer ten

children were born, namely: Martin, Eliza, Christian, Henry H., Catherine,

George F., Charlotte, Mary, Susanna and Amos. Five of this number are

living in 1909. George F. was the sixth in order of birth and he was five

years of age when his parents brought him to Baughman township, where,

when of proper age, he assisted with the work on the home farm during the

summer months, attending the district schools during winter until he was six-

teen years of age, after which he gave his attention exclusively to farming,

remaining on the home place until his father quit farming. After farming

one year for himself he took charge of the old homestead, which he rented

for twenty-three years. Prospering all this thue, he was enabled to buy a good

farm of one hundred and forty-seven acres in section 20, Baughman township,

later selling a part of it to his brother, Henry H. The subject has greatly

improved the place since he took possession, remodeling the dwelling and in

many Ways bringing it up to the standard of modern farmsteads, his home

being one of the most attractive in the township, being surrounded liy beauti-

ful trees,—in fact, he has a very valuable grove in liis fields. Fie always

keeps some good .stock and makes a very comfortable living by diversified

farming and stock raising.

Mr. Forrer was married in 1875 to Elvina Martin, who was born in

Baugbman townsbip, tins county, Deceml)cr 25, 1853, the daughter of Samuel

Martin, a well-known citizen here. Mrs. I'orrer received a good education

in the common schools. Mr. and Mrs. Forrer are the parents of four children,

namely: Nancy V., Ida M., Charlotte A. and T.eroy T..
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Mr. Forrer and family are members of the Mennonite church, of which

Rev. Ira J. Buckwalter is bishop. Politically, Mr. Forrer is one of the stanch

Republicans of Baughman township. He has served his community as school

director, and' in any way he can always assists in the development of his home

community.

FORBES ALCOCK.

To a great extent the prosperity of our great country is due to the honest

industry, the sturdy perseverance and the wise economy which so prominently

characterizes the natives of “bonnie Scotland,” many thousands of whom have

entered into our population and have become our most desirable citizens. By

comparison with their “old country” surroundings, these people have readily

recognized the fact that in America lie the greatest opportunities for th.e man

of ambition and energy. And because of this many have broken the ties of

home and native land and ha\-e entered earnestly upon the task of gaining in

the new world a home and competence. Among this class may lie mentioned

Forbes Alcock, the well-known granite manufacturer and monument designer,

of Wooster, Wayne county, Ohio, who, by reason of years of indefatigable

labor and honest effort, has not only acc|uired a well-merited material pros-

perity, but also richly earned the highest esteem of all with whom he has

associated.

As may be inferred from the foregoing words, the blood of the sturdy

Scotch race courses through the \’eins of Mr. Alcock, he having been born

near the noted city of Aberdeen, Scotland, in the year 185 r. He is the son

of Benjamin and Margaret (Clark) Alcock, both of whom were reared in

Scotland, and there passed the evening of their lives upon the old homestead.

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood days upon his father’s farm,

assisting in the multifarious duties incident to such a life in summer and

receiving his mental training in the district schools during the winter months.

At the age of fifteen years he was bound out to learn the trade of granite

cutting, serving four years as an apprentice and thoroughly accjuainting

himself with the details of the business in all departments. Upon complet-

ing his apprenticeship, he continued to work for six months for his emplover,

and then determined to tiy his fortune in America. He set sail in the spring

of 1872, and landed at Boston harbor. Immediately he began seeking for

employment and soon succeeded in securing a position in the government

service on Dick’s Island, cutting stone for the New York postoffice building.
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He remained there until the following autumn, when he went to Richmond,

Virginia, and was there employed in cutting stone for the state, war and navy

department building, that immense structure which was then being erected

at Washington, D. C., and which is now conceded to be one of the finest

buildings of its kind in the world. Later Mr. Alcock engaged in cutting

stone for the Philadelphia postoffice, all the work being done in Richmond.

From the latter city Mr. Alcock went to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and em-

barked in the monumental business, purchasing an interest ih a farm, which,

however, he soon disposed of. In the spring of 1880 he came to Wooster,

Ohio, and opened a shop. He began the manufacture of' granite monuments

and, being a skilled workman and possessing rare ability as a designer, he

soon established a large and lucrative business in Wayne and adjoining

counties. As an evidence of his ability and the standing he had attained,

he was commissioned by Jacob Frick, then president of the Wayne County

National Bank, to design and erect a soldiers’ monument in the public square

of Wooster. This work was all done by Mr. Alcock, and the result is one of

the finest pieces of monumental architecture in Ohio. The design is of artistic

conception and consists of a shaft, upon the summit of which stands a sol-

dier at “rest arms." It is of superior workmanship and has been admired

and favorably commented on by thousands who have viewed it. This monu-

ment is an example of the liberality of Jacob Frick, who caused it to be

erected at a cost of several thousand dollars. For a number of years Mr.

Alcock has been considered the leading monument manufacturer in this sec-

tion of the state and he has turned out many of the finest granite memorials

to be found in this and neighboring counties. He is accommodating and

painstaking and never fails to satisfy the most exacting desires in the line of

artistic and tasteful monuments.

For ten years Mr. Alcock was a memlier of the Ohio National Guard,

in which he held the rank of second lieutenant, but he resigned his com-

mission in 1891. He was, however, prevailed upon to take a company to the

World’s Fair at Chicago in 1893 to compete for prizes, and succeeded in

winning second prize for his company and a first award for himself as being

the best-drilled commanding officer. In 1901, at the Ohio State Fair at

Columbus, Mr. Alcock took first ]>rize as the best commanding officer of all

the organizations there. At that time he was ca])tain of Wright Canton,

No. 77, Patriarchs Militant (Odd b'ellows), and this body was in competition

with the best-drilled companies of the National Guard and many fraternal

organizations. 'I'his same com])any, under Captain .\lcock, in 1901 also won

five hundred dollars in prizes at Indianapolis, and every prize during the

year at all the state encampments in Ohio.
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In his earlier years Mr. Alcock took an active interest in athletic sports

and has over five hundred prizes, with a great number of medals, to show for

the victories he has won. He excelled in running, jumping and hammer
throwing. At the Philadelphia Centennial in 1876 he represented the Cale-

donia Athletic Club of Richmond, Virginia, and won six prizes. At AVash-

ington City, two days later, he took ten prizes, and he also made the remark-

able record of .winning first prize in nine different events two years in suc-

cession. Mr. Alcock is also an expert rifle shot and possesses many medals

as evidence of his marksmanship.

In 1873 Mr. Alcock was united in marriage to Anna Hill, of Richmond,

Virginia, though a native of England. This union has been blessed in the

birth of the following children; Benjamin, of AVooster ; George, who is as-

sociated with his father in the monument business at AAVoster; Bechtel is

an unusually fine tenor singer now studying in New York City, and at the

present time singing in the Fifth Avenue Baptist church of that city
;
Ella

AV. is at home; Forbes, Jr., is a professional ball player and is now with the

Chattanooga club of the South Atlantic League; Harrison, born in 1888,

is also a professional ball player in the Cotton States League.

Socially, Mr. Alcock is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons,

having received the degree of a Master Mason in Ebenezer Lodge, of AAMos-

ter, was made a Royal Arch Mason in AVooster Chapter and a Knight Tem-

plar in AVooster Commandery, in which he has held several important offices.

He is also a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of this city,

in which he has risen to the rank of a Patriarch Militant. In politics he is

an ardent and enthusiastic Republican and has served as president of the

board of trustees of the city water works. Viewed in a personal light, Mr.

Alcock is a strong man. His business interests have claimed much of his

attention, yet he has ever found time to faithfully discharge the duties of

citizenship and promote public progress through active co-operation in all

measures for the general goo'T Ke has made many warm personal friends

and all who know him respect him for his sterling worth.

EZRA R. SPENCER, M. D.

The practice of medicine entails perhaps more trying situations than that

of any other profession, and those who succeed in this line are deserving of

the highest credit, for they must not only be well versed in the science, but
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must possess personal qualities that win the confidence and respect of the

public. A case in question is that of Dr. Ezra R. Spencer, one of the best

known and most successful physicians of a locality noted for the high order

of its medical talent, for his reputation has extended far beyond the bounds

of Chippewa township, W'ayne county. He was born in Port Lyden, Lewis

county, New York, May 13, 1838, the son of Ezra R. and Phoebe (Russell)

Spencer. His paternal grandparents, Abram and Temperance (Butler) Spen-

cer, were both natives of Connecticut, but they emigrated to the state of New
York very early and spent the remainder of their lives there. Ezra Spencer

was born in New York in 1802, in which state his first wife, Philona Tyler,

was born; one child, a daughter, was horn by that union. His second wife,

Phoebe Russell, was also born there; she died when the subject was three

years of age, and Ezra R. Spencer again married, taking as his third life

companion Julia Russell, a sister of his second wife. One child was born

of the first union, and three resulted from the second: the latter are living

at this writing. To the third marriage one child was horn, a son, DeLos.

Ezra R. Spencer was a farmer and millwright and made a success of each.

He was a faithful member and a worker in the Congregational church. His

death occurred in August, 1883.

Dr. Ezra R. Spencer was educated in the Academy of Lowville, New
York, and at the Uni\-ersity of Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania, graduating in

the class of 1870, after making a splendid record for scholarship. He soon

afterwards came to Wayne county, Ohio, and located at Doylestown, where

he has been very successfully engaged in the practice ever since, his name

having long ago become a household word to the people of Chippewa and

adjoining townships, he being the oldest practicing physician in this vicinity.

He has always been regarded as a man who was profoundly versed in the

science of medicine, always having unusual success with his patients, hut he

possesses the many characteritics which make the ])rofessional man po]ndar,

such as integrity, courte.sy, kindness and a due regard for the rights and wel-

fare of others.

The Doctor was married in 187 r to Emma Russell, a native of Clinton.

Summit county, Ohio, and the daughter of Alexander and Mary Russell, i)ld

settlers there and highly respected people. No children ha\’e been horn to

the Doctor and wife.

Politically, Doctor Spencer is a Re])uhlican. and he has held sexeral local

offices, always taking pro])er interest in whatever tends to ])roinote the wel-

fare of his county, whether ])olitically or otherwise. I'ratern.allw he is a
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Knigilt Templar Mason at Akron, Ohio, and he Irelongs to the Wayne Coun-

ty, the Ohio and the American Medical Associations, taking an active part in

the various bodies. The Spencer home in Doylestown is attractively located

and a place where the many friends of the Doctor and his estimable wife find

genuine hospitality.

WESLEY J. WINKLER.

The most elaborate history is necessarily a merciless abridgment, the

historian being compelled to select his facts and materials from manifold

details. In every life of honor and usefulness there is no dearth of incident,

and yet in summing up the career of any man the writer must needs touch

only the more salient points, giving the keynote of the character but elim-

inating all that is superfluous. Y'ithin the pages of this work will he found

mention of many prominent and influential citizens whose lives have been

practically passed in Wayne county and who are representatives of sturdy

pioneer families who settled in this section of Ohio many years ago. Among
this class is the subject of this sketch, who occupies today a prominent place

in the business circles of Orrville.

\V. J. Winkler first saw the light of day about three miles west of Orr-

ville on the 13th of Eehruary, 1857, and is a son of J. W. Winkler. The

latter also was a native of Wayne county, having been born and reared at

Paradise. He followed the pursuit of farming during his active years, and

his death occurred in 1900 at the age of seventy-eight years. He rvas a

prominent man in his community and had given efficient service as trustee.

He married Elizabeth Johnson, who was born and reared about five miles

west of Orrville, and wbo is now living in the town of Orrville, at the age

of eighty-two years. By this union she became the mother of eight children,

who are briefly mentioned as follows: Minerva E. died in Kansas; J. C.

lives in Orrville: A\hlliam E. lives about five miles north of Orrville; L. C.,

who was a successful teacher and a prominent citizen of Wayne county, is

deceased: A\'. J., the subject of this sketch, is the next in the order of birth;

Sarah is the wife of Henry Deneka, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Emma li\-es

in Orrville: Walter E. li\'es at Buda, Illinois.

W. J. Winkler remained under the parental roof during his youth and

received a good common school education. He followed the pursuit of

farming until he was twenty-six years old. when, in 1883, he went to Orr-
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ville and engaged in the buying and selling of horses. His enterprise met

with success almost from the start and he carried it on alone until 1900.

when a stock company was organized under the name of the Winkler Horse

Company, for the purpose of enlarging the scope of operations. Of this

company Mr. Winkler was elected president and has continued to direct the

management of its affairs. The company has done a tremendous amount of

business since its inception, some idea of which may be gained from the

statement that in 1906 they deposited in the Orrville Bank the sum of four

hundred and ninety-seven thousand dollars, and the business has since grown

to a far greater figure. The business consists in buying, feeding, shipping

and handling horses, many of which are sold to farmers throughout this

section of the state. From fifteen hundred to twenty-five hundred horses

are handled annually, and consists principally of feeding horses, which are

developed into the perfect type of draft horses and sold to farmers in this

vicinity.

In 1893 Adr. Winkler inaugurated monthly auction sales, selling con-

signed horses, and this department of the business has increased to such an

extent that now they have weekly auction sales. They are etiuipped to han-

dle any number of horses which may be consigned to them, their barn hav-

ing a capacity for accommodating one hundred and fifty head. They main-

tain their own veterinary surgeon and hospital, so that any stock placed in

their charge receives the best of care and attention. They handle much high-

grade stock, many fresh western horses passing through their hands. Air.

Winkler himself is a good judge of equine flesh and often makes purchases

of good horses for others who prefer to trust to his judgment.

Air. Winkler takes a commendable interest in local affairs, and has

served as a member of the Orrville town council. He is a Democrat, but

does not take a very active part in political matters.

On the 27th of September, 1888, Air. Munkler was united in marriage

to Emma Kradill, the daughter of Christian Kradill, of Lewisville, Stark

county, Ohio, she having been born and reared on a farm near there. To
this union five children have been born, as follows; Edith Alay, Frederick

N., Beulah E., Nellie E. and Robert j.. the last-named dying at the age of

four years.

Air. Winkler gives practically his entire time to his business affairs, in

which he is meeting with creditable and well-deser\ed success. .\11 that he

has is the reward of his own labor, and his life record proves what a potent

element is diligence in the active affairs of life.
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JOSIAH F. ROYER.

Many precious rights and customs of our rural ancestry are gone or

stealing from us, due primarily to the changes always resulting from the

march of civilization, but we all delight to think of the days of the “first set-

tler” and the “good old times” of the pioneer, when our ancestors began life

in the wilderness, contending with all manner of obstacles, but conquering all.

A descendant from such historic stock is Josiah F. Royer, of Greene town-

ship, WAyne county. He was horn in Stark county, Ohio, August 6, 1855,

the son of Gabriel and Anna (Conrad) Royer. Gabriel Royer was born in

Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, February 13, 1828, a son of Jacob Royer.

In the spring of 1849 former came to Stark county, Ohio, and in March,

i860, he came on to Wayne county and located on the farm where Josiah F.

Royer, of this sketch, now resides, and here he lived until his death in 1896.

His wife, Anna Conrad, was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, Febru-

ary 28, 1828, and her death occurred on January 21, 1891. They grew to ma-

turity in Lancaster county and were married there on September ii, 1838.

They owned sixty acres of land in Stark county, Ohio, and one hundred and

sixty-eight acres in Wayne county. Gabriel Royer was a r^ery successful

farmer. He belonged to the German Baptist church. He and his wife were

the parents of thirteen children, namely: Lusianna, William, Urias C., Cath-

erine, Levi, Adam, Lydia, Daniel, Nathaniel, Josiah, Mermassas, Enos and

Anna.

Josiah F. Royer was five years of age when his parents brought him to

Wayne county and he has been a continuous resident here ever since, being

now one of the substantial citizens of Greene township. He worked on the

home farm and attended the district schools until he was twenty-one years

of age in district No. i, this township. He prepared himself for a teacher,

but did not follow that profession, preferring to lead the freer life of the

husbandman.

i\Ir. Royer was married on December 19, 1885, to Anna B. Seigley, a na-

tive of Pennsylvania, where she was born July 30, 1862. She is a sister of

J. M. Seigley.

After his marriage, Mr. Royer located on the old homestead and man-

aged the place successfully for a period of six years, then moved to Milton

township, where he lived for one year, then moved to_the farm, where he

now resides, in 1893. He owns eighty-four acres in section 2, Greene town-

ship, and he has a well-kept farm and a good home, and he raises some ex-

cellent stock from year to year.
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To Mr. and Mrs. Royer seven children have been born, namely : Della

M., October 5, 1886; John A., December 23, 1887; Alpha B., September 29,

1890; Alice L., July 19, 1893; Harry O., November 26, 1895; Clarence N.,

February 26, 1901 ;
Arthur J., January 22, 1903.

Mrs. Josiah F. Royer was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, July

30, 1862, the daughter of John B. Seigley. In 1867 she came Avith her par-

ents to Wayne county, Ohio, and located in Greene township. She was edu-

cated in the Smithville schools, and her parents made their home in this town-

ship the remainder of their lives.

Politically, Mr. Royer is a Democrat
;
he has served his towmship as

assessor and he is now a member of the school board, having held this office

for a period of nineteen years. He takes a great interest in the affairs of

Greene township.

DAVIS DEMPSEY WOODWARD.

It is always a great comfort and gratification to descendants to be aide

to affirm that their parents, and in fact, all their ancestors, were people of

exemplary habits and always lived respectable and honorable lives. On the

contrary, what a sensation it must be to a man of excellent traits to contem-

plate the career of an immediate ancestry of low and mean instincts and dis-

honorable practices. In examining the lineage of David Dempsey Wood-
ward, of Chester township, Wayne county, the biographer finds that they

were men and women of the highest standards of honor, many of their excel-

lent traits descending to the present generation of those who hear this name.

Of these, Davis D. Woodward is one of the best-known, having been l)orn

September 20, 1849, in Fayette county, Pennsylvania, the son of DaA'is and

Mary (Boyd) Woodward. His maternal grandparents were Robert and Re-

becca Boyd, natives of Pennsylvania and of Scotch descent. Robert Boyd

Avas a farmer and a prominent man in the affairs of his county, liaving l)een

associate judge of Fayette county; his death occurred in Pennsylvania. 'Phe

paternal grandparents of the subject w'ere Caleb and Phoebe Woodward, na-

tives of Fayette county, though of English descent, and they spent their li\-es

in the Keystone state. The original Woodwards in this countr\- first located

in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. The father of the subject was horn in

Fayette county, Pennsylvania, in 1810. and Mary Boyd, his wife, was horn

there in 1815. They married in their native community. Mr. Woodward

si)ent his life farming and he became very Avell-to-do, being well known
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throughout the county where he lived. He and his wife were the parents of

thirteen children, twelve of whom grew to maturity, eight of them now
living. The father of these children was an extensive horse and stock dealer.

In connection with farming he always did a large business buying and selling

horses. His death occurred in 1881 and that of his wife in 1888.

Davis Dempsey Woodward was educated in the common schools of Fay-

ette county, Pennsylvania, and reared on the home farm. He began farming-

early in life on a part of his father’s estate, continuing thus for twenty-eight

or twenty-nine years. In 1902 he moved to Wayne county, Ohio, and pur-

chased a farm of one hundred and sixty-eight acres in Chester township,

which was already improved and on which he has carried on general farming

and stock raising, being still actively engaged in these lines.

Mr. Dempsey was married on February 22, 1872, to Eliza Leighty, a

native of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and the daughter of Stephen and

Eliza Leighty, an old Pennsylvania family. To Mr. and Mrs. Woodward
eleven children have been born, namely: Mary (deceased), Stephen L., Da-

\id, Lydia Melvina, Phoebe, Leslie, Eastman, Jesse (deceased), Guy, Eliza

and Samuel.

In politics Mr. Woodward is a Democrat and his wife is a member of

the German Reformed church.

DAVID BOWMAN.

In examining into the life records of most of the citizens of Wayne
county, Ohio, the biographer finds that over two-thirds of the families living

here today are descendants of Pennsylvania stock, and, without invidious com-

parison, it may be added that no more progressive and honorable citizenship

has ever been produced by any section of this great union of states. In this

number David Bowman must be included, for his birth occurred in Franklin

county, Pennsylvania, in 1841, but most of his life has been spent in Wayne
county, Ohio. He is the son of David and Mary (Gelbricks) Bowman, both

natives of the Keystone state, where they lived and died, David Bowman hav-

ing devoted his life to blacksmithing. He was a member of the Reformed

church and his wife was a Lutheran, while politically, Mr. Bowman was a

Republican. They were the parents of fourteen children, five of 'whom are

living at this writing.

David Bowman was educated in the common schools and reared on the

farm, where he learned those lessons of fortitude and self-reliance that have
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Stood him so well in hand during his later life. In 1866 he came to \A’ayne

county, Ohio, and located at Lattasburg, working here and at West Salem

and getting a good start. In about 1879 he bought a farm of about sixty

acres near Lattasburg, which he still owns and on which he has erected at-

tractive and substantial buildings and in many ways improved the place. He
has been very successful in his farming operations, and at present he lives

practically retired, enjoying the fruits of his former years of labor.

i\Ir. Bowman was married in May, 1867, to Elizabeth iMartin-, a native

of Wayne county, Ohio, and the daughter of Christopher and Nancy ( Worst)

iMartin, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Wayne county,

Ohio. Mr. Martin came here when eighteen years of age. The maternal

grandparents of Mrs. David Bowman were Henry and Barbara Worst, na-

tives of the state of Pennsylvania and very early settlers in Wayne county,

Ohio. The paternal grandparents of the subject’s wife were Daniel and

Elizabeth (Brakefield) Martin, also very early settlers here. To iMr. and

Mrs. Bowman six children have been born, namely; Ida H., Edwin D., Ellen

C., Alice L., Carrie and James C., the last named being deceased. IMrs.

Bowman’s death occurred on March 6, 1910.

An interesting and important chapter in the life of Mr. Bowman is that

bearing on his military career, for when the dark clouds of rebellion hovered

over the land he left all and offered his services in behalf of his country, en-

listing in the One Hundred and Forty-ninth Regiment, Pennsylvania Volun-

teer Infantry, and he made a valiant soldier in many campaigns, taking part in

many of the important and bloodiest battles of the war, including the Wilder-

ness, Atlanta, Chickamauga, Richmond and Petersburg.

In politics iMr. Bowman is a Republican and he belongs to the Dunkard

church.

WILLIAM PIPER.

William Pi])er was born October 22, 1827, near Steubem ille, Jefferson

county, Ohio, the son of John and klary f Weishau])t') Pi])cr. His paternal

grandfather was John Piper, a soldier of the Revolutionarv war for se\ en

years, having taken part in the famous battle of Brandywine. He was a native

of Philadel])hia and died in Juniata county, Pennsybania. William Piper's

maternal grandfather was of (ierman descent, commonly called I’ennsvlvania

Dutch. All of the family, on both sides of the liouse, wei’c born in that state.

'Die father of the subject was born November 6, lySt). and died February 18.
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David Hohenshil was educated in the common schools of Chester town-

ship, and during the summer months he worked on the home farm. He and

his father bought the place, and the son inherited it at his father’s death. In

1880 the son erected a fine dwelling, and in 1905 an excellent new “bank”

barn. He has made a success of general farming, but merely manages his

place at present, his son doing most of the work. It is generally conceded

that the residence and barns are among the most modern in Wayne count}',

reflecting considerable credit on the owner.

Mr. Hohenshil was married on December 26, 1871, to Mary Ellen

Funallman, a native of this county, and the daughter of Samuel and Regna

fEmrick) Eunallman, old settlers here, and this union has resulted in the birth

of five children, namely: Bertha Mae, A. A., Edith Eloy (living at home) ;

Erin Clare, who died in infancy
; Guy Ray, who is married and living at home.

A. A. Hohenshil is married and on December 7, 1909, became the father of

a boy, Carl.

This family has done remarkably well since grandfather Hohenshil first

came here, for he had nothing but what he could carry on his back. He went

to work in the dense forest, cleared out a small place for his cabin and in

time had a good farm. He was a shoemaker by trade, which he worked at

during the e'/enir.gs, clearing his farm during the day. From such a hardy de-

scendant has come the present generation of this name, who in every respect

seem worthy of their sterling progenitor.

Politically, David Hohenshil is nominally a Democrat: however, he has

of late turned his attention to the Prohibition workers. He has 1)een a mem-
ber of the United Brethren church since 1866: his wife is also a member of

this denomination.

HON. FRANCIS MARION VANOVER.

A prominent business man and progressive citizen of Wooster and a

leading representative of Wayne county is Francis Marion Vanover, for he

is always to be found associated with every movement which seems to prom-

ise an addition to the general welfare of this community, its wealth, re-

sources and enterprise. He is always on the alert and always ready when

called upon to serve his fellow men, thereby meriting the high esteem in which

he is held by all classes. He was born in Congress township. Wayne county,

Ohio, February 27, 1858, the son of David Vanover, a native of the same

community, and who, at the age of seventy-two (1909), is still living in Con-
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gress township, having retired to his farm, after a successful and active

life as a carpenter and builder. He has long taken a great deal of interest

in local political affairs and he served as trustee and school director of Con-

gress township. William Vanover, grandfather of the subject, was born in

Holland, having come to America in an early day and settled in Pennsyl-

vania, later, while still a young man, emigrating to Ohio. The maiden name

of the mother of the subject was Margaret Ellen Crawford, who was born

in Congress township and who died about ten years ago. The Crawford fam-

ily descended from Revolutionary stock, all physically large, and the several

members reared numerous children. To IMr. and iMrs. David Vanover twelve

children were born, three of whom died in infancy. William, who moved to

K?nsas, married in that state and died there; his wife is also deceased.

David Austin died in young manhood. Those living besides the subject

are Jacob E. V., of Creston, Ohio; Charles Sherman, living near Burbank.

Ohio; Julia is single and living at home with her father; Effie Jane is the

wife of George Hagan, living at Barberton, Ohio, where IMr. Hagan is em-

ployed as machinist; Myrtle is the wife of James Mermill, of Canal Dover,

who also is a machinist; Dora is the wife of Mr. Ebberly, living at East Pal-

estine, Ohio.

Erancis M. \^anover was born on the ])arental farm, where he li\ ed until

he was nineteen years of age, assisting with the work about the place and

developing a strong, virile manhood. He then began working with his father

at the carpenter's trade, later obtaining employment on the railroad as a

bridge carpenter, working on both wooden and iron bridges. He recei\’ed

a fairly good education in the common schools, for he always a])plied himself

very studiously to his text books. He also spent one year in the Wooster

high school and one year at the academy at Burbank. After one and one-

half years in railroad bridge work, he returned home and settled down on the

farm which he purchased in Congress township, and for ten years he carried

on agricultural pursuits in a very successful manner. Leaving the farm,

he moved to Lodi, Ohio, and engaged in buying and shipping hay, straw and

potatoes, living there for a period of four years; then he bought propertv

in Wooster, moving soon afterwards, and began in the same line of business

he had so successfully conducted at Lodi, lie has succeeded in building up a

large and lucrative business here which is constantly increasing under his

judicious mauagement and close application to his affairs. Me has two kii-ge

storage barns, one in Wooster, the other in Cedar Valley.

Mr. Nk'uiover’s domestic life began in 1883 when he formed a matiT

nionial alliance with Malinda )., danghter of Mr. and Mrs. .\braham Sum-

(82)
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mers, of Canaan township, Wayne county, where Mrs. Vanover and her

parents were born. Six children have been born to the suliject and wife, as

follows: \hda M., widow of Charles Kester, is living at home, and she is

secretary of the Gerstenslager Buggy Company; Jennie is a teacher in the

Vocums-Bixler Business College in Wooster; Gertrude is a long-distance op-

erator for the telephone company at Wooster; Harry is a graduate of the

local high school
;
Jesse is a high school student at this writing and will

graduate with the class this year
;
Elmer is in school.

For many years Mr. Vanover has taken considerable interest in political

matters and, being imlilic spirited and evincing those equalities that stamp

him as a leader of men, he was soon singled out by his fellow citizens for

offices of public trust, and, useless to add, he has never betrayed the con-

fidence thus reposed in him, making a very faithful and conservative repre-

sentative of the qieople and performing his duties in a manner that reflected

much credit upon himself. He was first elected to office in Congress town-

ship as school director and became chairman of the township board of

education, which built several school houses. He was elected councilman

from the fourth ward of Woster
;
during his incumbency he was chairman

of the street deqiartment, one of the most important committees. A cri-

terion of his excellent standing among his fellow men is found in the fact

that he has never sought office, but it seems that many positions of qDublic

trust have sought him, and he has always been elected when he has con-

sented to run for office. In 1905 his Democratic friends selected him as

their candidate for state senator before the voters’ primary, and he carried

thirteen out of the sixteen townships and was triumqihantly elected at the gen-

eral election. During his term in the Senate he was a member of several

large and important committees, including the finance committee, and he

always made his influence felt in that important body, being an able repre-

sentative of his constituents, and his voice was often heard championing the

people's rights in an able and conscientious manner. He served as senator

up to 1909. He was a member of every committee appointed to purchase

state property
;
however, he never solicited a single place. He was a mem-

ber of the committee that inspected the city of Cleveland. He enjoyed the

confidence of his colleagues to a remarkable degree.

Judging from his eminently worthy record of the past and the fact that

he is only in the prime of life, the future for him will evidently be replete

with honor and greater success than he has yet achieved. The Senator is

especially interested in the welfare of the farmers, and during his career in

the Senate he had the support of every farm q^aper in the state. He de-
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dined the support for lieutenant-governor in 1908 when it was repeatedly

offered to him.

Senator Vanover is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

having filled every chair in the local lodge : he belongs to the Kilbuck En-

campment and is also a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. Mrs.

Vanover belongs to the German Reformed church, which the Senator attends

and liberally supports.

GEORGE PFEIFFER.

No man who has lived in Chester township, Wayne county, in recent

years left behind him a more honorable record than the late George Pfeiffer,

who was a man whom everybody liked owing to his genuine kindness, gener-

osity and unswerving honesty. Fie was a good neighbor, husband and

father and left his family well provided for. As his name implies, he w-as an

American by adoption only, having been born in Germany, January 29, 1839,

the son of Philip and Mary Pfeiffer. In a very early day the family came to

America and located in Cedar Valley, Wayne county, Ohio, and there the

parents lived the remainder of their lives. They were the parents of eight

children, four of whom are living at this wu'iting. Philip Pfeiffer became an

extensive landow’uer and an influential citizen here. Flis son, Philip, now'

lives on the place, and, like his father, is a good manager and is doing

w'ell. The elder Pfeiffer w'as a pronounced Democrat in his political views,

but he never aspired for public office, preferring to devote his time exclusively

to his individual affairs.

George Pfeiffer was educated in the common schools of Chester town-

ship, having been a mere boy w'hen his parents brought him here. Fie was

reared on the home farm, which be assisted in developing during the time he

was not in school, and he accordingly took up farming and first worked for

w'ages by the month. About 1880 he bought a farm of one hundred and

twelve acres in Chester township, having ])rospered from the first and sa\ed

his money, so that he became w'ell Fixed in reference to this world’s affairs.

On this place he erected a large and substantial barn in i88i, and the follow-

ing year built a fine residence, which is still the home of his widow. Tie en-

gaged in the various lines of farming and stock raising and was regarded

as one of the leading farmers of the township. Politically he was a Democrat,

but not a partisan, having taken little interest in local matters, though he was

ahvays ready to do his share of the work in promoting the interest of his
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community. He was a member of the Reformed church, of which his widow

is also a member.

Mr. Pfeiffer was married in 1862 to Martha Mowery, who was born and

reared in Wayne county, Ohio, the daughter of John and Jane MoweiW; s.n

excellent old family, having been among the first settlers here. They came

from Germany with their parents in a very early day and helped clear up

this country. Mr. Mowery was a stanch Republican and he engaged in

farming on a very extensive scale. Both he and his faithful wife are sleeping

the sleep of the just. To Mr. and Mrs. Pfeiffer four children were born,

namely: Mary Jane, wife of Frank Fair and the mother of three children;

Sarah Ellen and Charles Allen (twins), the former deceased, and the latter

is managing the home farm; Harvey died in infancy. Mrs. Pfeiffer is a

woman of pleasing characteristics and she and her children have hosts of

friends in this township.

The death of George Pfeiffer occurred on July 4, 1896. All who knew

him are unstinted in their praise of his many sterling equalities as a man and

citizen, and he will long be missed in this community.

JOHN H. WILEY.

John H. Wiley is one of the prominent business men of Wayne county,

his home being in West Salem, Congress township. He has met with cred-

itable success and has commanded uniform confidence and respect by his

business methods, so that the record of his career is full of interest. In all

his trade transactions he has been honorable; at all times be bas been ener-

getic; he forms his plans readily, carries them forward to successful com-

pletion, and is now enjoying well-merited prosqierity.

John H. Wiley is a native son of the Buckeye state, having been born

in Ashland county on the 21st of July, 1859. He is the son of William H.

and Mary S. (Mason) Wiley. His qiaternal grandparents, Thomas and

Mary (Vanica) Wiley, were natives of Pennsylvania, but in 1837 they came

to Ohio, settling in Ashland county, where they took up land from the gov-

ernment. They were successful farmers and stood high in the community.

The subject’s maternal grandqiarents, Andrew and Elizabeth (Heffner)

Mason, were also natives of the Keystone state, and they too came and set-

tled in Ashland county, where they spent the remainder of their days. Thomas
Wiley and a brother were veterans of the war of 1812. The subject’s father.
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William H. Wiley, was reared on the parental homestead in Ashland county

and received his education in the common schools. On attaining mature years

he took up the vocation of farming, which he followed throughout his active

years. He died on December 31, 1888, and his widow is still living at the

age of seventy-four years. They were the parents of four children, all of

whom are living. They were prominent members of the Evangelical church,

in which they took a prominent part.

The subject of this sketch was reared in the Ashland county home and

secured a good education in the common schools. He then entered Ashland

College, being a student there during the first year of its existence. He
then attended the Ohio Normal University at y\da and later the Mansfield

Business College, from which he graduated with the class of 1889. In the

meantime he had engaged in teaching school and was so employed about

twelve years, embracing a period before and after his attendance at business

college. Mr. Wiley then went into the hardware business at West Salem, to

which place he had moved in 1894, and was so occupied about a year and a

half, when he discontinued it. Since that time he has been to some extent

engaged in farming, but has made a specialty of buying and shipping all

kinds of poultry, in which enterprise he has been successful to a gratifying

degree. He is energetic and progressive and has been successful in all his

enterprises.

Mr. Wiley has also, in company with F. L. Berry, started the Farmers’

Bank at West Salem, which is meeting with splendid success.

A Republican in politics, Mr. Wiley was elected mayor of West Salem,

ser\’ing from 1898 to 1900, he being compelled to decline re-election because

of moving to his farm. Returning to reside in West Salem, he was elected

councilman, and then was again elected mayor to fill out an unexpired term,

and has been re-elected twice to the office, thus having served in this respon-

sible position during the past six consecutive years. He has given the office

his careful attention and has given the town a practical, Inisiness adminis-

tration, reflecting honor upon himself and benefiting the community at large.

vSocially he is a member of West Salem Lodge, No. 442, Free and Ac-

ce])ted Masons, and T>odge 'No. 85, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at

.Ashland. His religious membership is in the iMethodist Episcopal church,

to which his wife also belongs, and to this society they give an earnest and

generous su])])ort.

On the 29th of A])ril, 1900, Mr. Wiley was united in marriage to Har-

riet M. Berry, a native of Wayne county and a daughter of Richard and
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Ann M. Berry, early settlers at West Salem, where they are now living.

No children have been born to this union. Mr. Wiley is recognized as a man
of executive ability and enterprise and is numbered among the leading citi-

zens of his community.

JONATHAN FETZER.

Among the representative citizens of Chester township, Wayne county,

Ohio, who, while advancing their own interests, have not been unmindful of

their duties to their neighbors and to the state as well, is Jonathan Fetzer, a

native of Canaan township, this county, his birth occurring January 7, 1846,

the son of Frederick and Alutia Ann (Hoff) Fetzer. His paternal grandpar-

ents were Barnhart and Magdalena Fetzer, natives of Bern, Switzerland, who,

in 1832, came to America and located in Canaan township, Wayne county,

Ohio, where they entered government land. At that time the nearest post-

office was Cleveland. When Barnhart Fetzer came here he walked from

Cleveland, to which place he returned after viewing the land which he desired

to enter, and from there he wrote to his family, who were left at Buffalo, to

join him here. He entered one hundred and sixty acres and lived the remain-

der of his days here. The maternal grandparents of Jonathan Fetzer were

Jacob and Elizabeth Hoff, natives of and reared to maturity in Penn-

sylvania, from which state they came to Wayne county, Ohio, in wagons

in 1830, a few years before Barnhart Fetzer and his family came here. The

Hoffs settled in Milton township and there spent the remainder of their days.

The father of the subject was born in France in 1822, having come to America

with his parents. His wife, Alutia Ann Hoff, was born in Wayne county,

Ohio. Soon after their marriage they began farming, but Mr. Fetzer became

an invalid from rheumatism and could do but little work, so, later in life,, he

depended entirely upon his children for support. He lived a temperate, quiet,

retired life. He and his wife were the parents of eight children, seven of

whom grew to maturity and are living at this writing. During the Civil war

the father, Frederick Fetzer, was a loyal Union man, but not a soldier, though

he did all he could at home for the Federal government. He was a member

of a committee in Canaan township whose duty it was to collect whatever they

could that would be of aid and comfort to the soldiers at the front. While

engaged in this work he rode on horseback from house to house.

Jonathan Fetzer, of this sketch, was educated in the common schools

in Canaan township and the Canaan Academy. He learned the carpenter’s
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trade which he followed for a few years when a young man and finally went

to farming. Later he took up threshing, which he followed for a period of

seventeen years, becoming known as one of the leading threshing-machine

operators in this locality, and this, in connection with his farming, made

him a very comfortable living. He was slightly disabled and gave up the

threshing business, devoting his attention exclusively to farming, which he

has continued ever since. In 1873 purchased the place on which he now
resides, consisting of one hundred and twenty-four acres in Chester township.

He has put all the improvements on the place, cleared half of the land and in

many ways rendered it attractive and valuable. He has been an extensive

breeder of Shorthorn and Jersey cattle, always dealing in registered stock

of a very fine cjuality. He has never kept many hogs or sheep, but his cattle

have attracted a great deal of attention.

Mr. Fetzer was married in 1867 to Rebecca Brinkerhoff, the daughter of

James Brinkerhoff, mentioned elsewhere in this work, and this union has

resulted in the birth of eight children, namely : Charles, Blanche, Ellen,

Martha, Mary, Bessie, Riley and James; the last named is engaged in

the real estate business in Wooster, Ohio.

IMr. Fetzer is a Democrat and he has taken much interest in local affairs.

He very ably served on the local school board for thirteen years consecutively,

and he has long been a school director. He was a township trustee for seven

years. Such long service would indicate the high standing of Mr. Fetzer in

his community and the confidence reposed in him by his fellow citizens. Both

he and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church.

L. LYMAN SOLIDAY.

Among the well-known agriculturists of Plain township, Wayne county,

who have made a success in life because they have worked for it and sjient

their lives in looking after their individual affairs instead of making every-

body’s business their own. is L. L. Soliday, who was born on the old Soliday

homestead in Plain townshi]), November 20, 1865. His father, John Soliday.

was born in Plain townshi]), and his mother, Susan .Spar, was born in \\'ayne

county. John Soliday, who was a farmer, died in September, 1893: his

widow survives and hh'es with her daughter. Mrs. ,\. .S. .Mexander. Tliey

had children as follows: Ida May married .\. .S. .Mexander and li\es in

Plain township: W’illiam .\. : Sidney (Irat; I.. L., the subject ot this sketch.
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L. L. Soliday was educated at the Union Hall school house in this town-

ship, where he spent his time during the winter months, working on the

home place during the crop seasons, assisting his father with his work. Later

he farmed on the home place on his own account. He has always been con-

sidered a good farmer and consequently he got a good start in life at a

much earlier age than many who have followed the same line of endeavor.

In 1896 he purchased fifty acres southeast of Reedsburg where he has since

resided, carrying on general farming and making a very comfortable living,

as a result of his good management and close application to his business.

He has a very comfortable home and keeps some fine poultry and livestock.

Mr. Soliday was married on February 17, 1891, to Clara Bower, daugh-

ter of Frederick Bower, whose sketch appears on another page of this work.

This union has resulted in the birth of two children, Russell and Paul.

In his political relations Mr. Soliday is a Democrat, and he has long

taken considerable interest in local affairs. He has served several years on

the board of education in Plain township, and served very acceptably as

assessor of Plain township. Fraternally, he belongs to the Modern Wood-

men of America. Religiously he belongs to the Lutheran church and Mrs.

Soliday and the children are members of the Reformed church. They are

regarded by tbeir neighbors as excellent people.

ORLOW H. WERTENBERGER.

It is not an easy task to describe adequately a man who has led an

eminently active and useful life and who has attained a position of relative

distinction in the community with which his interests are allied. But biog-

raphy finds its most perfect justification, nevertheless, in the tracing and

recording of such a life history. It is, then, with a full appreciation of all

that is demanded and of the painstaking scrutiny that must be accorded each

statement, and yet with a feeling of satisfaction, that the writer essays the

task of touching briefly upon the details of such a record as has been that of

the honored subject whose life now comes under review, Orlow H. Werten-

berger, a successful agriculturist and highly esteemed citizen of Congress

township, Wayne county, Ohio.

Orlow H. Wertenberger is a native son of the Buckeye state, having

first seen the light of day in Jackson township, Ashland county, on the 25th

of January, 1868. He is the son of George and Jane (Berry) Wertenber-
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ger, who will be mentioned in a later paragraph. The suliject was reared

with his parents and received a good education, attending the common schools

and the Congress high school, after which he attended Baldwin Universit}',

at Berea, Ohio, two years, completing his education by taking a through

course at the Cleveland Business College. He was then employed with the

Erie Railroad Company three years, after which he went to Schenectady,

New York, as private secretary for A. J. Pitkin, who was engaged in the

locomotive business there. After the organization of the combine of loco-

motive building companies, Mr. Wertenberger became chief clerk for the

American Locomotive Works, in which Mr. Pitkin was interested, and sub-

sequently was transferred to the mechanical engineering department in the

capacity of chief clerk. He was connected with this concern until 1904,

when he returned to his father’s farm and has since been occupied in its

management. He has demonstrated his fitness to manage agricultural duties

as well as business affairs and has already achieved a distinctive success as

a farmer. He gives his attention to a general and diversified system of farm-

ing, with vvhich he combines stock raising, and in both these lines he has

been enabled to realize a handsome profit. He keeps the farm up to the high-

est standard and in the community he has earned the esteem and respect of

his fellow agriculturists.

On October 17, 1893, Mr. Wertenlierger married Sarah Good, the daugh-

ter of Joel and Margaret Good, early settlers in Dalton, this county. To
this union have been born seven children, namely : George Ellis, Paul Ed-

ward, Edith Estelle, Mildred (deceased at the age of two years), Leland

Good, Willard Earl and Mary Alberta. In politics Mr. Wertenberger is a

stanch Republican and takes a commendable interest in public affairs, though

he is not an aspirant for public office of any nature. He and his wife are

consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Socially, the sub-

ject is an appreciative member of the time-honored order of Eree and . Ac-

cepted Masons, holding membership in George T.odge, No. 6, at Schenectady,

New York. His many admirable (pialities of heart and mind ha\'c gained for

him a large circle of friends.

George Wertenberger, the father of the subiect of this sketch, was born

in wdiat was Jackson township, Wayne county, Ohio, but is now .Ashland

county, on the 22(1 of January, 183!). lie was the sou of Isaac and Katherine

(Bower) W'ertenberger, both natives of Stark county, Ohio. The paternal

great-grandfather was a native of Germany, who emigrated to Pennsybania

in an early day. Mis son George moved to Stark county. Ohio, where he

farmed and reared his family. The maternal grand father, Henjamin Power.
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was a native of the little republic of Switzerland. He emigrated to America,

locating first in New York state, but subsecjuently coming to Stark county,

Ohio. He became a farmer here and in 1826 he moved to Wayne county.

There his father-in-law had entered a quarter section of land for each of his

children, at a cost of one dollar and a quarter per acre, and there Isaac and

Katherine Wertenberger made their future home and reared their family.

Isaac Wertenberger was a Democrat in politics, but never aspired to public

office. They became the parents of six children, of whom George Werten-

berger is the only one now living. The father died in 1873 and his wife

in 1868.

George Wertenberger received his education in an old log school house

which stood near the line between Wayne and Ashland counties, and when

he had attained mature years he took up the pursuit of farming. At the age

of twenty-five years he enlisted in Company C, of the Third Regiment Ohio

Cavalry, with which command he served valiantly for three years, receiving

his discharge shortly after the siege of Atlanta. He was a participant in

the famous battle at Chickamauga and took part in about fifty other battles

and skirmishes, in one of which he was wounded in the right arm. At the

conclusion of his military service he resumed his farming operations. Buy-

ing a part of the old homestead farm, he remained there until 1877, when he

moved to another place and eventually bought a smaller place just east of

the old home, where he has since lived, being now retired from active farm

labor.

On the 25th of December, 1862, Mr. Wertenberger married Jane Berry,

a native of Wayne county, and the daughter of Henry and Maria Berry,

natives of Pennsylvania and early settlers in this county. To George and

Jane Wertenberger were born four children, namely : Orlow, who is men-

tioned at length in preceding paragraphs
;
Charles is engaged in home mis-

sion work; Grace M., who also is a missionary
;
one died in infancy un-

named. Mrs. Jane Wertenberger died on the 23d of April, 1888, and in

1892 Mr. Wertenberger married Anna L. Zaring, of Jefferson, Ohio. To
this union one son has been born, John, whose natal day was November

14. 1897.

In politics George Wertenberger was reared a Democrat, but turned

Republican after the war, and then supported the Prohibition party. In

religion he and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.

Socially he is a member of West Salem Lodge, No. 39, Free and Accepted

iMasons, and at one time he was a member of the Grange. A man of excel-

lent personal traits of character, Mr. Wertenberger has long enjoyed and

still retains the warm friendship of all who know him.
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JOHN I. SVVINEHART.

Back to the stirring clays of the American Revolution John I. Swinehart,

a representative citizen of Wayne county, Ohio, traces his ancestry, and it is

a matter of no small amount of self-gratification that he can say that, with-

out exception, they have borne honorable names and played well their parts

in whatever community they have lived. The immediate subject of this

sketch was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, September 16, 1857, the

son of Josiah and Martha ( iMeck) Swinehart. His maternal grandparents,

John and Elizabeth (Nudeing) Meek, were also natives of Pennsylvania, in

which state they spent their entire lives. John Aleck was a soldier in the

Revolutionary war and a man of much physical courage. The paternal

grandparents of the subject also lived and died in the old Keystone state.

Josiah Swinehart, father of John L, was born in Pennsylvania in 1825 and

his wife, Martha Meek, was also born there in the same year, having been one

month older than her husband. They grew up in their native community and

married there; coming to Ohio in 1871, they settled in Chester township on a

farm; however, much of Josiah’s time was taken up with his practice of

veterinary surgery, he having been regarded as an expert of the old school.

He first settled on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres which he renteil in

Chester township, but later purchased a farm of an equal number of acres,

and after making several changes spent his last days in Lattasburg, dying in

1903. His widow, who is still living, is a woman whom everybody admires

for her motherly kindness. She and her husband became the parents of eleven

children, namely: George, Kate, Henry, Alaria, Amos, John, Lydia (de-

ceased), Philip, Lizzie, William and Ezra (deceased). The father of these

children gave most of his attention to his personal affairs, taking little in-

terest in public matters. In 1864 he was drafted for service in the Ihiion

army, but hired a substitute.

John I. Swinehart was educated in the public schools of this count}-,

having been twelve years of age when he came to this community. Lie

worked on the home farm in his boyhood days, conseciuently he quite naturally

took to agricultural pursuits and, having made a success of the same from the

first, he was enabled to purchase a fine farm of ninety-five acres in about

1890, his place being one of the best improved in Chester townshi]). In K)05

lie built a new l:arn, ample and modern, but unfortunately lost it by lire.

Lie also remodeled his house, making it (|uite comforlal)le. Besides carrying-

on general farming, he breeds Durham cattle aud (Ohio Improved C hester

hogs, preparing considerable stock for market, which alwa}s brings e.xeelleni

prices, owing to their high grade.
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ATr. Swinehart was married on February 13. 1883, to Emma Berry, a

native of Ashland county, Ohio, and the daughter of William and Margaret

( Shutt) Berry, old settlers of Jackson township, Ashland county. William

Benw was a native of this state and his father, Jacob Berry, came here from

Pennsylvania in a very early day. Margaret Shutt was also born in Ohio,

and it was believed that her people also came from the old Keystone state in

a ^'ery early day.

To Mr. and Mrs. Swinehart two children have been born, Kenneth,

who died in infancy : Wayne B., born on October 4, 1888, is now a student

in the Bixler Business College, where he is making a fine record.

In his political relations, Mr. Swinehart is a Republican
;
though for a

time he voted the Prohibition ticket. Both Air. and Airs. Swinehart belong

to the Lutheran church in New Pittsburg, Wayne county.

AIILLER 1 . RUAIBAUGH.

A prominent character in his vicinity and a man who delights in assisting

others while laboring for his own advancement is Miller I. Rumbaugh, of

Chester township, Wayne county, of which locality he is a native, having first

seen the light of day here on Alarch 13, 1862, the son of Solomon and Mary
( Aliller) Rumbaugh. His paternal grandfather was Adam Rumbaugh, who
was born in 1793 in Northampton county, Pennsylvania. He married Eliza-

beth Lauffer. His father served in the Revolutionary war. In the pioneer

(bays of this county (1819), Adam Rumbaugh came here and settled in

Chester township, locating on a farm now owned by D. D. Woodward. His

wife's father had entered the land from the government, and there they spent

the remainder of their lives. The maternal grandparents of Miller I. Rum-
baugh were Abram and Sarah (Rouch) Miller, the former a native of Bucks

county, Pennsylvania. In a very early day he came to Wayne county, Ohio,

locating on a farm, which he worked in connection with maintaining a black-

smith shop on his place. This farm is now owned by Peter Firestone.

Sarah Rouch, the wife of the former, was born in Columbiana county, Ohio,

where she married Air. Miller. They spent their last days in Chester town-

ship, Air. Aliller having followed farming and blacksmithing all his life.

Solomon Rumbaugh, father of the subject, was born December 17,

1826, and bis wife. Alary Aliller, on September i, 1832, and in 1855 they

were married in this county. Air. Rumbaugh was a farmer and owned one
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hundred acres in this township which he cleared and improved. In politics

he was a Democrat and always took an active interest in political matters.

He and his wife attended the Reformed church, but the latter was a member

of the Lutheran church. They were the parents of six children, namely ;

Philena J., born November 12, 1856, died in Sterling, this county, on May

4, 1908; Sarah O., born December 5, i860, married Howard Mule, of Bar-

berton, Ohio; Miller L, of this review; Minnie E., born February 24, 1869, is

the wife of J. K. Wilkinson, of Jamaica, California; Chalmer A., born

October 4, 1870, died February 9, 1893, when twenty-two years of age;

Lydia M., born May 5, 1875, wife of J. M. Slough, of San Diego, Cali-

fornia. The father of these children lived a quiet, retired life, dying February

9, 1892, his wife having preceded him to the “narrow house” on Septemlier

24, 1891.

Miller I. Rumbaugh was educated in the common schools and in the

Smithville Academy, becoming well educated. After leaving school he re-

turned to the farm, on which he did a great deal of work as his father grew

older. In December, 1889, he purchased one hundred and forty acres be-

longing to Isaac Rumbaugh (deceased) and there he lived for three years,

when he sold to his father all but ten acres and then bought the old home
farm, consisting of one hundred acres, which he has since managed very suc-

cessfully. He raises high grade stock, but not thoroughbreds. He is a great

admirer of horses, notwithstanding the fact that they have in the past used

him rather liadly, for when he was only nine years of age a team of horses

ran away v,'ith him while he was harrowing and threw him thirty feet into

a pile of stones, injuring the right side of his face and the optic nerve, caus-

ing blindness in one eye later in life. He lay unconscious for twenty-four

hours and was thought to be dead. AVhen thirteen years of age he uas

kicked Iw a horse and again it was thought that he had lieen killed, for he was

unconscious for three or four hours.

Mr. Rumliaugh was married on December 24, 1889, to Martha E. Swine-

hart, who was l)orn May 19, 1864, in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, the

daughter of Josiah and Martha (Meek) Swinehart, also natives of Lancaster

county, Pennsylvania. They came to Ohio in the spring of 1870 and located

in Chester townshi]) on a farm now owned by John Aluir. Seven children

hat'c been born to Mr. and Mrs. Rumbaugh, namely: Philena M., l'ebru:ir\-

19, 1891, died in infancy; Russell C., April 2, i8<)2; Merna A., November

20, 1894; M. Dewey, A])ril 23, 1897; Lulu M., March 5, k)oo: Marv jane,

January 8, 1903; Victor F., June 8, 1906, is deceased.
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Politically Air. Rumbaugh is a Democrat. He was elected land ap-

praiser of Chester township in 1899 and performed the duties of this office

in a most satisfactory manner, being again elected to that office in 1909.

Religiously the Reform church claims the membership of himself, wife and

oldest daughter, Alerna A.

WILLIS D. FUNK.

A useful and influential man in his community is W. D. Funk, who is

successfully conducting a general store at the village of Funk, Wayne county,

being a well known citizen of this part of the county. He was born on the

farm adjoining that of his grandparents in 1871, the son of Zenas and Emma
(Tyler) Funk, lioth natiyes of Wayne county. The paternal grandparents

of the subject were Hugh and Elizabeth Kenan- (Cornell) Funk, the former

a natiye of Virginia and the latter of Pennsylyania. They came to Wayne
county, Ohio, in a very early day and, like the rest of the pioneers, literally

hewed out a site for their home in the wilderness and established themselves

on primitive soil. At that time the city of Wooster had but fourteen houses

:

they first settled in Clinton township. In 1834 they entered a farm of one

hundred and eighty-seven acres, all timbered, which they cleared and devel-

oped, both living on the place the remainder of their days. Hugh Funk died

in 1879, while his widow survived until 1904, reaching the remarkable age

of ninety-five years.

The maternal grandparents of W. D. Funk were William and Cordelia

(Whitford) Tyler. One of Air. Tyler’s brothers founded Tylertown, Ash-

land county, Ohio, in an early day. William and his father Benjamin lived

there for a short time, then moved near Funk, Plain township, Wayne county,

Ohio ; they were both farmers, William Tyler also acting as sewing machine

salesman, also a shoemaker,

Zenas Funk, father of W. D. Funk, was a soldier in the Lhiion army

during the war of the Rebellion, having enlisted in the Sixteenth Regiment

Ohio Volunteer Infantry in 1861 and served faithfully until 1865. He was

educated in the common schools of his native community and when he reached

manhood bought the farm adjoining his father’s place, on which he lived and

prospered until 1904, when he retired to Jeromeville, Ashland county, this

state. He owned in all two hundred and seventy-five acres, but he has dis-

posed of all his land except a farm of eighty-eight acres, and is leading a cjuiet

life, enjoying the fruits of his former years of labor. In politics he is a
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Republican and he has ser\-ed his community as township trustee, always tak-

ing an active part in his party's affairs. He is a member of the Disciple

church. His family consisted of three sons and one daughter, one child

dying in infancy.

W. D. Funk was educated in the home schools and spent one winter in

school at the Ada Normal, receiving a very good education. In the spring of

1895 he entered the general mercantile business at Funk, this township, and

has continued in this line to the present time, having built up an excellent and

extensive patronage with the surrounding community, handling a carefully

selected stock of goods, which, according to the statement of many of his

customers, are always disposed of at reasonalile prices. He is also agent for

the Ashland & Western railroad.

Mr. Funk was married in 1894 to Bertha Allaman, the daughter of a

highly respected family, and this union has resulted in the birth of three

children, Carl, Irene and Clair.

Mr. Funk is a member of the Christian church and politically he is a

Republican. He has won a reputation for absolute fairness in all his busi-

ness. He believes in supporting all measures looking to the welfare of the

community at large, desiring to see others prosper as well as himself.

HENRY C. WINTERSTEEN.

A descendant of a worthy old family of Wayne county, Ohio, memhers

of which have figured prominently in the affairs of the same for consid-

erably more than a half century, is H. C. Y’intersteen, a native of Chester

township, this county, where he first saw the light of day, December 28, 1857,

the son of Benjamin and Sarah fHileman) Wintersteen, both natives of

Pennsylvania, in which state the subject’s paternal grandparents both died.

His maternal grandparents were Jose]ih and Anna IDeErane) Hileman, also

natives of Pennsylvania. They came to Wayne county. Ohio, about 1856.

having made the overland trip from the Keystone state in wagons and set-

tled in Plain township, later moving to Chester township. Joseph Hile-

man was a farmer and a Repul)lican in his political views. Benjamin Winter-

steen was educated iu the early schools of Penn.syhania, and earlv in life

decided to become a car])enter and cabinetmaker, having hecome an efficient

workman. He married in his native state, and later he and his wife came by

wagon to Wayne county, accompanying the maternal grandparents of the
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subject; he also settled in Plain township, where he continued his trade of

carpenter, and while in Chester township he built the first barn. About 1865

he came to Reedshurg and there took up cabinetmaking and undertaking,

soon conducting an excellent business, continuing in the same until his

death, which occurred at an advanced age in 1895. He was a Republican

and a member of the Reformed church at Reedshurg. His family consisted

of ten children, namely: Anna Mary, Joseph Edwin, H. C. (of this review),

Elizabeth, Emma, William, Viola, Laura, May, Hattie (died in infancy).

H. C. Wintersteen was educated in the Reedshurg public schools. He
always worked with his father and at the latter's death he purchased his

home and business, and is still continuing in the undertaking and furniture

business, enjoying an excellent patronage with a wide circle of acc[uaintances

throughout the township. His stock of goods is always up to date and his

prices are right according to his customers.

Mr. Vfintersteen was married in. 1888 to Idella Barron, the daughter of

Joseph and Amanda (Boffenmyer) Barron, her mother having been the

daughter of David Botfenmyer
;
both these families were early settlers in Ash-

land county, but they later moved to Iowa. Two children have been born to

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Wintersteen, Esther and Edison.

Politically, Mr. Wintersteen is a Republican, and he has very ably

served on the school board at Reedshurg. Fraternally, he is a member of

the Royal Arch Masons, of Wooster. He has made a success of his business

affairs owing to his close application to whatever he has in hand and his

honorable dealings with his fellow men, which has won their respect and

confidence.

JOHN WESLEY SHEPPARD.

It is with marked satisfaction that the biographer adverts to the life of

one who has attained success in any vocation requiring definiteness of pur-

pose and determined action. Such a life, whether it be one of calm, con-

secutive endeavor or of sudden accomplisbments, must abound in l)oth lesson

and incentive and prove a guide to others whose fortunes and destinies are

still matters for the future to determine. The subject of this sketch is dis-

tinctively one of the representative agriculturists of Congress township,

Wyne county, Ohio. For a number of years he directed his efforts toward

the goal of success and by patient continuance in well doing succeeded at

last in overcoming the many obstacles by which the pathway was beset.

John W. Sheppard was born at Congress, Wayne county, Ohio, on the
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4th of Deceml^er, 1859, and is the son of John Tarr and Mary Ann { iMadi-

son) Sheppard, natives of Pennsylvania and Vermont respectively. The

subject’s paternal grandfather, Paoli Sheppard, was an early settler in West-

moreland county, Pennsylvania, and there he erected a large log house, which

was a favorite meeting place for the Methodists of that section. The maternal

grandfather, Tenny Madison, was born in Vermont, but subsequently mo^'ed

to Brownhelm, Ohio, where he spent the remainder of his days. The sub-

ject’s father was a blacksmith lyv ^'Ocation, and followed that occupation all

his active years. He and his wife were active members of the iMethodist

Episcopal church and enjoyed the high regard of all who knew them. They

are both dead, the father’s death occurring on November 25, 1883, and the

mother’s in 1895.

John \\k Sheppard receix’ed his early education in the schools of Con-

gress township and, under his father’s direction, he learned the trade of a

blacksmith, though he did not afterwards work at it. On attaining mature

years, he was first employed at farm work, working by the month for sev-

eral years. After his marriage, in 1883, he mo\’ed to iMilton township, where

he remained three years. Tn 1888 he bought a farm of thirty-two acres, in

Congress township, to which he devoted his attention with such energy that

he was able to buy additional land from time to time until by 1901 he was

the owner of one hundred and three acres. He has recently added another

tract of land to his holdings, and is now li\'ing practically retired on the

home farm. His farm is a fine, fertile tract and iMr. Sheppard has been able

to realize splendid returns for the labor he has bestowed. He makes a spe-

cialty of hay, of which he raises enormous quantities, and to him belongs

the distinction of raising more hay per acre than any of his neighl)ors. l*'or

fourteen }-ears he was in the hay l)usiness, buying and baling hay for the

general market. He is careful and painstaking in his methods, and the ap-

pearance of the place is pleasing to the eye and indicative of an owner of

good taste and sound judgment.

In politics Mr. Sheppard gives an unipialilied support to the Republican

party and has occupied a number of offices of res])()usibility. lie was at

one time clerk of Congress borough and a school director, and he also

served as president of the board of education for three successive years. He
was elected in Ncwember, iqocy trustee of Congress lowuship and was ap-

pointed on the board of health. Socially he is a member of the .Masonic order,

being affiliated with the W’est Salem Lodge, l''ree and .\ccei)ted Masons. West

Salem Cha])ter, Royal .\rcli .Masons, and the Wooster t'ommandery. Knights

Teni])lar.

( 83

)
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On the 6th of September, 1883, Mr. Sheppard wedded Eliza Crater,

of Wayne county, the daughter of Peter and Sarah Crater, who were natives

of Prussia, coming to the United States in a uery early day. They located

in Wayne county, where they reared their family of eleven children, all of

whom are living, and of whom Mrs. Sheppard is the seventh in order of birth.

The parents are both dead, the father passing away several years ago, while

the mother’s death occurred in November, 1908. To Mr. and Mrs. Shep-

pard four children have been born, namely: Pansy V., the wife of Martin

H. Barnard
; they are the parents of two children, Elizabeth, born December

4, 1908, and Catherine, born February 8, 1910; Florence Isidore died in

infancy: Ruby Marie was educated in the Wooster Conservatory of Music,

and is now engaged in teaching that art and is organist of the Presbyterian

church
:
R. Paul. Mr. Sheppard is a worthy representative of an honored

family, one who, by reason of his sterling personal worth, deserves and is

generally accorded that esteem which comes to those whose lives are in

close touch with all that assists in advancing the community in which they live.

AI RYLAND.

A Avell-known resident of Plain township, where he has spent his entire

life, is Ai Ryland, who was born July 15, 1856, on the farm where he now

lives. This farm was entered nearly a century ago, 1812, by his grand-

father, Henry Ryland, who came with his family from Vermont, making

the long, toilsome journey in wagons. He was of Irish descent and a hardy

pioneer, a New Englander of the most sterling qualities, to whom the western

wilderness, with all its red men and wild beasts, had no terrors. Upon

reaching this locality he at once cleared a spot and erected a log cabin. He
Avas a hatter by trade and he made a good living by buying furs from the

Indians, from which he made hats and sent them back to Eastern cities,

where they found a ready market. There were five boys and several girls

in his family. The girls busied themselves by raising flax and making it into

cloth. They also carded wool and made clothing, raising large droves of

sheep for this purpose. William, one of the sons of Henry Ryland, was one

of the most famous and successful deer hunters in this country. This family

lived for the most part on game, flsh and vegetables. When they came here

the city of Wooster had only three dwellings. One hundred and sixty acres

were entered from the government, which the sons cleared when they became
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old enough to swing the axe. Henry Ryland, the father, reached the advanced

age of eighty-two years, dying on the land he entered from the government

when he first came to this state. The maternal grandfather of the subject

of this sketch was John Eagle, of English descent, who came to Wayne
county, Ohio, from near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in 1836 and settled near

Reedsburg, Plain township, with his family. He was a mason by trade,

and he seiwed as a drummer in the war of 1812, also in the Mexican war;

his son, William, was also in the Mexican war; they both survived, the

father dying in Reedsburg.

Henry Ryland, father of Ai Ryland, was two years of age when he came

to Wayne county, and his youth was spent on the farm where the subject

now lives, which the former assisted to clear. He finally bought out the

heirs and lived here until his death, becoming one of the leading farmers

of the community. One of his sons, William Henry, was a soldier in the

Civil war for a period of three years.

Ai Ryland received his education in the common schools of Plain town-

ship. He began farming early, but later learned the cooper’s trade, also

the mason’s trade, but neither of them seemed to appeal to him as strongly

as farming; consequently he returned eventually to agricultural pursuits,

buying out the heirs of the home place, and he has thus followed farming on

the home place nearly all his life, having so skillfully managed his crops

that, although the place is very old, it has retained its fertility and is yet very

valuable.

Mr. Ryland was married on November 22, 1877, lo Laura Otto, daughter

of Michael Otto, mention of whom is made in the sketch of M. D. Otto on

another page of this work. To Mr. and Mrs. Ryland two children have been

born, John Wilson and Otto Brant.

Mr. Ryland was married the second time on March 22, 1899, to Mrs.

Eliza Chesrown.

Politically, Mr. Ryland is a Democrat and fraternally a member of the

Eree and Accepted Masons. He has kept untarnished the good name borne

by his forebears and is highly respected by all who know him.

JULIUS MOINE.

An old and highly respected citizen of Wayne county. Ohio, is Julius

Moine, father of Charles R. Moine. 'I'he former was born on the farm he

now owns in Milton townshi]), .\ugust 18. 1837. the son of John P. and

klary (Schwan) Moine, both natives of Belford, h'ranee, having come to
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America in 1833, making their way direct to Wayne county, Ohio, where

they began farming, purchasing eighty acres, all timbered. This they cleared

and developed into an excellent farm which in recent years has been added

to.

Julius Moine was a member of a family of nine children. He was edu-

cated in the early schools of Milton township, assisted his father with the

work on the farm until he was eighteen years of age, then worked at the car-

penter’s trade for four years. He had a natural talent for architecture and

when only twenty-one years of age built the Catholic church near his home.

During a part of the four years specified he was in Indiana and Iowa and

turned some big jobs. In 1859 he purchased the home farm of eighty acres,

later adding eighty acres more, and, after making quite a success at farming,

sold the place in 1899.

Mr. Moine was married January 5, i860, to Mary Petit, daughter of

John Peter and Margaret
(
Qulosquin) Petit, both natives of Verdenal, county

Blamant, France. They came to America in 1842, settled first at Marshall-

ville, Wayne county, Ohio. Joseph Petit, father of John Peter Petit, came to

Marshallville in 1832, coming by canal and wagon, and there purchased forty

or fifty acres of land, cleared it and made a home.

To Julius Moine and wife the following children were born: Addie,

John, Emma, Edward, Matilda E., Clara Jane, Lora Katherine, Arthur

(deceased), Charles Raymond, George Alfred, Pear Clementine, Agre Min-

erva, Lewis Delbert and Melvin Theobald (deceased).

Julius Moine and wife and their children are members of the Catholic

church. The father is a Democrat, and he has been towmship assessor and

supervisor. He and his family are highly respected in this county or wherever

they are known.

CHARLES EMBREE THORNE, M. S. A.

The record of Prof. Charles Embree Thorne, director of the Ohio Agri-

cultural Experiment Station, and who is too well known to the people of

Wayne county to need an introduction through this history, is that of a man
who has worked his way from a modest beginning up to a position of con-

siderable jirominence by his persevering and practically unaided efforts, which

fact renders him the more worthy of the praise that is freely accorded him

Iw his fellow men. His life has been one of unceasing industry and perse-

verance, and the notably systematic and honorable methods he has followed
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have won the unliouncled confidence and regard of all who have formed his

acc|uaintance. Such strong, earnest characters of a people are always public

benefactors. Their usefulness in the immediate specific labors they perform

cannot be defined by’ metes and bounds, but the good they do through the

forces they put in motion and through the inspiration of their presence and ex-

ample is immeasurably an infinite gauge or standard of value. Professor

Thorne is a man of this type. Although well known and highly esteemed, he

is by nature conservative and averse to any notice savoring of adulation and

prefers to let his achievements rather than the fulsome praise of the chronicler

speak for him.

Professor Thorne was born in 1846 on a farm in Greene county, Ohio,

and was educated in a country district school, supplemented by one term in

1866 at the Michigan Agricultural College, and four terms, in 1868 and

1869, at Antioch College. He was an ambitious youth and applied himself

very assiduously to his text books and made a splendid record in the above-

named institutions. Always fond of agricultural pursuits, he took up- the

life of a husbandman after leaving college, and from 1870 to 1876 farmed

successfully in Greene county, Ohio. He very ably filled the responsible

position of farm manager in the Ohio State University from 1877 to 1881.

His prolific pen began to produce articles of more than ordinary interest and

value to the agricultural world and he eventually became associate editor of

Fanil and Fireside at Springfield. Ohio, ranking thus from 1881 to 1887.

He is a lucid and forceful writer, entertaining in style and, being profoundly

versed in the themes he chooses for publication, he is always sure of an appre-

ciative audience. Since 1887 he has been director of the Ohio Agricultural

Experiment Station, where he is carrying on a very commendable work and

giving eminent satisfaction to all concerned. Being an original thinker and

investigator, his experiments and theories have been of much practical value.

The Ohio State University, recognizing his ability, has conferred upon him

the honorary degree of Master of the Science of Agriculture. Since 1892

he has resided in Wayne county.

JOHN A. RAUDEBAUGH.

This venerable and highly honored citizen of Wayne county. Ohio, was

an interesting man to talk to, for he could tell of the wondrous transforma-

tions he had witnessed in this locality since the pioneer days, he himself

taking no small part in the material development of his community, and his
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life, having been honorable and usefully spent, is worthy of conspicuous men-

tion in this history.

John A. Raudebaugh was born in Juniata county, Pennsylvania, in 1826,

the son of Solomon and Martha (Bell) Raudebaugh. The parents of the

latter, 'who came from Ireland, were Richard and Mary Bell, who first set-

tled in Pennsylvania, where Martha Bell was born. Neither she nor her

husband ever came to Ohio. The paternal grandparents of the subject were

Jacob and Elizabeth Raudebaugh, who spent part of their days in Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Raudebaugh and their four children made the trip

from Pennsylvania with a five-horse team, there being no railroads in those

days. They bought one hundred and twenty-two acres in Plain township,

the place having been nearly all woods, as were most of the farms in Wayne
county at that time. They worked hard and soon had a good start in their

new home.

After his marriage, John A. Raudebaugh lived on the home place, which

he had helped to clear in his boyhood days, for a period of sixteen years,

and he built every fence on the farm, making numerous other substantial

improvements. He then moved to Ashland county, this state, where for one

year he lived on an eighty-acre farm belonging to his father. After that he

lived in Mercer county, Ohio, for two years, then returned to Chester town-

ship, Wayne county, where he bought eighty acres. Later he sold it and

bought one hundred and twenty-three acres northeast of Overton in the same

township. There he farmed very successfully until 1903, when he retired,

moving to Overton and purchased a home here, where he spent his declin-

ing' years in the midst of plenty as a result of his former years of thrift and

industry. His death occurred there on January 1 1, 1910.

Mr. Raudebaugh was married in 1847 to Susan Soliday, who came to

this county from Pennsylvania with her parents, Jacob and Elizabeth (Rose)

Soliday. They entered land in Plain township which they cleared, living

there the remainder of their lives. To Mr. and Mrs. Raudebaugh the follow-

ing children were born, seven sons and four daughters : Mary Elizabeth,

Jacob Winfield, Henry (deceased), John Ford, Solomon Emery, Evert Lin-

coln, Bertha, Charles, Elmer, Hattie and Effie. The parents of these children

were blessed by a harmonious wedded life of sixty-three years. No person in

this part of the county was held in higher esteem for his kindly and generous

nature than Mr. Raudebaugh, being honored especially by the young people.

He was a member of the United Brethren church, to which Mrs. Raudebaugh

belongs. Politically, Mr. Raudebaugh was a Republican
;
he at one time very
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ably served as justice of the peace of Plain township, and he was trustee

for two terms in Union township, Mercer county, Ohio. He was always

ready to do his part in any public function that would assist in furthering

the general good.

JOSEPH B. GREGORY.

Well-directed efforts in the practical affairs of life and honorable dealing

with his neighbors have won for Joseph B. Gregory, a progressive farmer

of Sugar Creek township, Wayne county, the success in life which he rightly

deserves and also the high esteem of his fellow men. He comes from ex-

cellent Pennsylvania stock, he himself having been born in Mifflin county,

that state, November 15, 1863, the son of Robert and Nancy (McCartney)

Gregory, the former a native of Stone Valley, Pennsylvania. He came to

Ohio about 1879. He was a man of influence in his community and made

a success in life, being a man of energy and good common sense.

Joseph B. Gregory was reared on the farm in the old Keystone state,

which he worked during the crop seasons and attended the common schools

during the winter months. In early youth he began working on a farm

for the meager sum of five dollars per month, and when he was twenty-

one years of age he was receiving twenty dollars per month. Turning his at-

tention to railroading, having long desired to become an engineer, he began

learning the same, in a short time familiarizing himself with its many phases,

and for a period of sixteen years he had charge of a locomotive, rendering-

very efficient service, possessing the required faculties for this line of work

to a marked degree. However, finding that the more wholesome and less

strenuous life of the agriculturist had greater attractions than the precarious

existence of the engineer, Mr. Gregory, after saving enough money to buy

a farm, purchased an excellent piece of land, consisting of sixty-three acres in

section ii. Sugar Creek township, where he now resides, carrying on gen-

eral farming. He also buys, feeds and sells heavy draft horses, always

having some very fine ones about the place and, owing to the excellent ([uality

of these animals, he has no difficulty in disposing of them, handling about

thirty annually, no small part of his income for many years ha\ing been

derived from 'this source. The horses he handles are admired by all who

see them, and he has become generally known throughout this ])art of the

county as a horse dealer.
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Mr. Gregory was married on October 15, 1885, to Alice Johnson, who
was born and reared in Stark county, Ohio, the daughter of a highly re-

spected family. To Mr. and Mrs. Gregory one child was born, Nancy, who
lived to be nine months and nine days old. They are rearing one of Mr.

Gregory’s sister’s daughters, Irene Jones.

Mr. Gregory is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church at Dalton,

this county, and is one of the trustees of the same; he is also superintendent

of the Sunday school, serving in his fourth year in this capacity. He has

done much for the local congregation, having made a large increase in the

Sunday school since he began active work in the same. Politically, he is a

Democrat, but not an office seeker, though he takes considerable interest in

the affairs of his county, politically and otherwise.

DAVID C. CURRY.

d'here would be a regrettable deficiency in this or any other historical

and Ijiographical compendium of Wayne county if an extended mention of

the Curry family and their e.xtensive interests should be omitted, for it is

safe to say that few if any families have contributed more to the material

and general advancement of this locality’s interests from the pioneer epoch

to the present, and a worthy and commendable as well as one of the best-

known members of this enterprising household was the late David C. Curry,

for many years senior member of The Curry Lumber Company of Wooster,

the oldest sulistantial manufacturing estalilishment in the city. He was

born in Holmes county, Ohio, in 1841, the second son of James Curry,

founder of this company. The latter was liorn in W’estmoreland count}T

Penns}'lvania, October 17, 1816, the son of David Curry, a carpenter and

builder, in winch pursuit he brought up his son, James. When he had

completed his trade, at the age of eighteen years, James Curry left home and

worked as a journeyman for two years, then came to Ohio, locating in

Washington township. Holmes county, where he followed his trade until re-

moi'ing to Wooster in the spring of 1853, and he at once entered vigorously

into liusiness, estalilishing a lumber yard where the Snowflake mills were

later built; remaining there one year, he purchased a better site of E. Quinby,

Jr., at East Liberty and Beall avenue. Here the main building was erected

in 1857. In 1854 he placed in use the first planing mill brought into W^ayne

county, and from time to time he and the members of the family that sue-
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ceeclecl him introduced new and labor-saving machinery, of the latest de-

signs recjuired in the skillful manufacture of doors, sash, blinds, mouldings,

brackets, making a specialty in later years of church furniture, such as pews,

pulpits, etc., finding ready sales in many states and distant territories. Thus

from this small beginning, as time went on, his shops and _\-ard became an

extensive establishment, the largest in the county, until, from doing a busi-

ness in 1854 of one hundred thousand feet of lumber, the trade increased

to four million, and often much more, feet of lumber annually.

James Curry was the first large dealer in pine lumber in Wooster, where

it was comparatively little used before he established his shops and imported

building material in large quantities from the pineries of the North and the

walnut woods of Indiana. His sons, who grew up in the business, became

valuable assets to him. As they came to manhood’s years he gave each an

interest, until this became widely noted as '‘the lumber family.” In the

fall of 1867 James Curry and his three oldest sons, John, David and Welling-

ton, purchased the machinery, grounds, areas, etc., of Stibhs, Spink & Com-

pany, which was conducted under this arrangement until October, 1874.

when the copartnership was dissolved, the sons retaining the new yard on

North street, under the style of D. C. Curry & Company, the father resum-

ing sole charge of the old plant on East Liberty street. In February. 1876,

the plant was burned out, the loss being twenty thousand dollars. They im-

mediately rebuilt, hut several destructive fires since then ha\'e caused heavy

losses.

The father erected a substantial three-story brick building adjoining the

old shops and in connection with lumber and house building, established a

furniture factory, which grew to large proportions, including at one time

undertaking. In May, 1877, he took as a partner his fourth son, James Mil-

lard Curry, and Robert Cameron, the firm doing business under the name

of Curry, Cameron & Company, and they continued to do a large business.

The following are the dates of birth of James Curry's children
: John,

born in Holmes county, Ohio, February 18, 1839. married Elizabeth Lau-

bach
;
David C., of this review: Marguette, horn in Holmes county ('Iclohcr

7, 1843; Wellington, born in Holmes county. IMay 27, 1845, married Mary

E. Vanhouten. January 9. 1866: James Millard, born in Holmes county.

August 27, 1849: Mary, born in Wooster, July 20, 1853: Jerome, horn in

Wooster, .\pril 5. 1856.

The death of James Curry occurred June (y 1884. Mis wife. Llizaheth.

was horn in Westmoreland county, I ’enn.syhania, in 1814. and she died on

May I, 1874.
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David C. Curry was twelve years old when his parents brought him

to Wooster, and he received his education in the schools of this city. In

1857 he began serving an apprenticeship as a printer, working as a com-

positor for nearly four years on the old Wooster Republican. The breaking

out of the Civil war changed his career, and upon the first call for troops

to suppress the rebellion he was one of the first to respond, enlisting, on

April 23, 1861, in Company G, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry,

three-months service. Upon the reorganization of the regiment he enlisted

for three years, October 5, 1861, in Company H, commanded by Capt. A.

S. McClure, and after sharing the vicissitudes of the famous Sixteenth Regi-

ment in campaign and battle, he was honorably discharged October 31, 1864,

having served his country faithfully for a period of nearly three years and

a half. On April 19, 1863, he was wounded by a fragment of a shell strik-

ing him in the left arm and in the stomach, at the first assault on Vicksburg.

Returning to Wooster, jMr. Curry at once took the position of engineer

in his father’s planing mill and later owned and controlled this business until

his death, on January 7, 1910, the end coming suddenly while on a visit to

his daughter, Mrs. Robert Esterly, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He had long

been president of the firm here and had managed its affairs in a manner

that stamped him as a man of unusual business acumen, foresight and judg-

ment. The firm was incorporated on June 20, 1901, with a capital stock of

thirt}^ thousand dollars, with the following officers : David C. Curry, presi-

dent
: Charles Curry, vice-president

; W. R. Curry, secretary and treasurer.

Since Mr. Curry’s death the officials are W. R. Cuny, president and treas-

urer
;
R. A. Curry, vice-president ; Charles Curry, secretary.

On December 24, 1868, David C. Curry married Jennie J. Yergin, which

union resulted in the birth of five children, four of whom survive, namely:

Charles Y., of Wooster
;
Blanche married Robert Esterly and is living in

[Minneapolis, Minnesota; Cora B. died in 1875; William lives in Wooster;

Rowland is a resident of Cleveland, Ohio. Mrs. Curry also survives.

Mr. Curry was long a stockholder in the Quinby Opera House of Woos-

ter, of which he was the contractor. He was the owner of considerable valu-

able jiroperty and one of the leading men of the county in business and other

circles. He was always a Republican in politics and active in local party

aft'airs. He was twice elected to the city council from the second ward, but

resigned his position before the close of the second term. He was also an

active lodge worker and a member of the following orders : Masonic.

Knights of Honor, Knights of the Maccabees and Given Post, Grand Army
of the Republic.



WAYNE COUNIW^ OHIO. 1323

Personally, Mr. Curry was straightforward in his dealings with his fel-

low men, courteous, genial and a man who made friends readily and who
had no trouble in retaining their good-will. His beautiful and well-appointed

home was frequently the gathering place for his many warm friends and

those of the family, and they never failed to be hospitably received.

BENJAMIN F. SWINEHART.

Benjamin F. Swinehart, well-known farmer of Chester township, M'Hyne

county, is one of those whole-souled, large-hearted individuals who are con-

stantly adding to the number of their friends by their disinterested kindness

and their genial natures. He was born in 1844 near where the Experiment

Station is now located, the son of Ephraim and Barbara ( Stoner) Swinehart,

both natives of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. His paternal grandparents

were Daniel and Elizabeth Swinehart, who lived and died in the old Key-

stone state. In that state Ephraim Swinehart, father of Benjamin F., was

bound out. When eighteen years of age, 1836, he ran away and came to

Apple Creek, Wayne county, Ohio. The maternal grandparents of the sub-

ject of this review were John and Elizabeth Stoner, who came to Wayne
county, Ohio, in 1836, Mr. Stoner following the trade of basketmaker in

connection with farming. Here the father of Benjamin F. worked on the

farm for Jacob Kurtz, and while employed there he became acquainted with

Barbara Stoner, who was at that time working for Mr. Kurtz also, and

they were there married, soon afterwards buying a farm in Medina county,

Ohio. Later he bought near Lattasburg, Chester township. Wayne county.

Ephraim Swinehart followed farming all his life, making a success of agri-

cultural pursuits.

Benjamin F. Swinehart was reared in the neighborhood in which he now

resides. He received a good education in the district schools and in Ids

youth taught one term, but not taking kindly to school teaching, he cast

about for other lines of endeavor; however, if he had continued teaching lie

would doubtless have been very successful, for he received on first trial a

six-months license. As a young man he followed selling machinery and

threshing. Giving this up, he later followed farming for six years in Stark

county, but the remainder of his life has been spent in Wayne county; how-

ever, he got a good start farming in the former county. He resided in
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W'ooster for a period of six years. In i88i he purchased the farm where

lie now lives in Chester township, consisting of one hundred and ninety

acres. He also owns twenty-nine acres adjoining Lattasburg. He cleared

thirty acres of the first-named tract. He has greatly improved his land,

putting up good buildings and fences and in many other ways rendering his

farm equal to any in the township. He has made a specialty of colt raising

and his colts are always ready sellers, owing to their excellent quality. Al-

though Mr. Swinehart practically retired from active farming in 1896, he

has since resided on the home place and merely oversees his farming opera-

tions, leaving the work for the most part to his two sons.

Mr. Swinehart was married in the fall of 1865 to Nancy Worst, a native

of Ashland county, Ohio, and to this union the following children have been

born: Mary, who married David Jolifif; Ephraim A. married Nora Zurker;

Frances C. married C. C. Stair; Clara E. married Jessie Ebert
;
Samuel W.

died when thirteen years of age
;
Verna married Guy Pittenger

;
Ralph and

Ray are twins
;
they are farming on the home place

;
Ralph married Sylvia

Hiner, and Ray married Zella Peters. Mrs. Benj amin F. Swinehart was

called from her earthly labors on August 17, 1907.

Mr. Swinehart is a Democrat and he has long taken considerable interest

in the affairs of his community, having served very acceptably as township

assessor and also trustee. He is well known throughout this part of Wayne
county and everybody respects him for his honesty in dealing with his fellow

men and his life of usefulness and industry. Religiously, he belongs to the

United Brethren church.

CHARLES E. TAYLOR.

The Taylor family has been an honored and influential one in Wayne
county since the early days, and they have been faithful in the performance

of their duty in all the relations of life. One of the best known of the pres-

ent generation of Taylors is Charles E., who was born in Franklin town-

ship, this county, in 1867, the son of Thomas and Elvina (Batdorff) Taylor,

the former a native of Bristol, England, and the latter born in Pennsylvania,

The paternal grandparents of Charles E. Taylor were James and Mary Tay-

lor, who, in an early day, came to Wooster township and settled near Mun-
son school house. He was a mason by trade and he built many lime kilns and

spent the remainder of his life in that vicinity. The maternal grandparents
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of the subject came from Pennsylvania about 1826 and settled in Franklin

township, Wayne county ; there they followed farming, owning one hundred

and sixty acres of land, which they cleared and developed, spending the re-

mainder of their lives there.

Thomas Taylor, father of Charles E., was partly educated in England,

but being only a young man when he arrived in Wayne county, Ohio, he

finished his schooling here. He learned the stonemason’s trade before leav-

ing England, and this trade he followed for some time after coming to

America, building much stone fence before leaving his native land
;
however,

he devoted his attention principally to farming after coming to Ohio. He
proved his loyalty to his adopted country by enlisting as a soldier in the

Mexican war. He was also one of the brave men who made the perilous

trip to the gold fields of California in 1849. Upon his return to Ohio he

built the first bridge north of Holmesville, but from that time on gave his

attention exclusively to farming in Franklin township, M’ayne county. He
prospered, owning eventually two hundred acres, eighty acres in Clinton

and Franklin townships and eighty acres in Holmes county. He was an ex-

tensive hog raiser, having lieen considered the banner hog man of Franklin

township up to 1880. He lived a quiet life, though he accepted some of the

minor township offices. His family consisted of eight children, namely:

Ellen, Catherine, James, Elizabeth, Eouis, Charles E., Emma and Thomas.

Charles E. Taylor, of this review, was educated in the home schools

and the Shreve high school, graduating with the class of 1889, and he then

entered the University of Wooster, where he made a splendid record, taking

the classical course up to the junior year. He then taught school eight

terms, two terms in Clinton township, three terms in Franklin township, and

three terms in the grammar department of the Shreve high school. He was

making rapid headway as one of the leading educators in the common schools

of the county, and his services were in great demand, but not finding the

school room altogether to his liking, he launched in the warehouse business

at Funk, where he has been engaged ever since, having built up au cxtensi\'e

b'usiness. He is also interested in agricultural pursuits, and is regarded as

one of the leading business men of this community.

Mr. Taylor was married in 189b to Effie M. Orr, the refined daughter

of a ^v'ell-known family here, and this union has resulted in the birth of the

following chilffren
:

Jessie, Edna and Charles.

Mr. d'aylor is a memher of the Methodist h4)iseoi>al church, and he is

a 1 democrat in national politics.
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RUDOLPH STUDER.

AA’hile yet a young man, Rudolph Stucler has stamped his personality

upon the citizens of the community where he resides, for his life has been one

of consistent endeavor and led along paths of rectitude. He is a native of

Auburn township, Tuscarawas county, Ohio, his birth occurring there on

June 21, 1871, the son of Frederick and Louise (Brunner) Studer, both na-

tives of Switzerland, the father born on March 10, 1838, and the mother on

June 17, 1841. The death of Frederick Studer occurred on January 28, 1909,

after a successful and useful life as an agriculturist. It was in 1870 that

these parents came to the United States and located soon after their arrival

in Tuscarawas county, this state, where they remained for a period of ten

years, when they moved to Holmes county, Ohio, locating on a farm where

they remained until the death of the 'father. Frederick Studer was a weaver

by trade, which he learned in his native country, and he did a great deal

of carpet weaving. He was a member of the Reformed church. He and

his wife became the parents of the following children: Fred, Gottlieb, Ru-

dolph, Lizzie, John, Dr. Benjamin, a veterinary surgeon of Orrville, Ohio, and

Amelia.

Rudolph Studer, of this sketch, was nine years of age when he came with

his parents to Holmes county, where as a boy he attended the common schools,

receiving a good primary education, working on the home farm in the mean-

time. At the age of seventeen years he learned to make cheese, at which

trade he worked very successfully for a period of eight years, after which

he turned his attention to farming.

Mr. Studer was married on December 15, 1897, to Leah Amstutz, who

was born on the farm where she now lives on June 1, 1870, the daughter of

Jacob Amstutz, who was born in Sugar Creek township, Wayne county,

in 1833. He was the son of John Amstutz, a native of Switzerland, and

was among the earlier settlers of Wayne county, Ohio. Jacob Amstutz was

the father of eight children, six of whom are now living.

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Studer moved on the

Amstutz farm of one hundred and thirteen acres in section 31, Sugar Creek

townshi]). which Mr. Studer has greatly improved and which he works in

such a manner as to realize abundant returns for his labor. He is a breeder

of registered sheep, cattle and horses,—in fact, an up-to-date, wide-awake

stock raiser and farmer, his fine stock being admired by all who see them.

Mr. Studer is a stockholder in the East Union Telephone Company, also

a stockholder in the Apple Creek Banking Company. He makes a success
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of whatever he turns his attention to, for he is the possessor of rare business

qualities.

To Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Studer four children have been born, namely

:

Clair W., born October 15, 1898; Walter, born December 29, 1900; Irwin,

born June 18, 1903; Mabel, born April 28, 1907. The great-grandfather

of the mother of these children was born in France in 1746 and died in

1811
;
his son, Peter Steiner, was born in 1792 and died in 1856 and he came

to the United States in an early day. His daughter was Catherine Steiner,

who married Jacob Amstutz, and they are the parents of Mrs. Rudolph

Studer, of this review.

In politics Mr. Studer is a Democrat, and he is at this writing very ca--

pably serving as one of the trustees of Sugar Creek township. He is a mem-

ber of the Mennonite church, in which congregation he is influential, as he

is in the business and political circles of the township.

ANDREW J. WELTY.

The popularity of Andrew J. Welty extends beyond the prescribed limits

of East Ehiion township, \Yayne county, for in every relation of life his

conduct has been that of a man whose aims have been correct and whose

integrity has never been questioned. He was born in Richland township,

Allen county, Ohio, January 9, 1862, the son of Erederick and Catherine

(Steiner) Welty. Erederick Welty was born in Switzerland in 1832 and he

came to the United States in 1854, locating in Allen county, Ohio, where

he secured some valuable property and had a comfortable home. His wife,

Catherine Steiner, was born in Switzerland in 1834, and in 1836, when two

years of age, she was Ijrought by her parents to the United States, the family

locating in Putnam county, Ohio, and there the parents of IMr. YTlty are

still living at this writing ( 1909).

Mr. and Mrs. Erederick Welty became the parents of fifteen children,

namely: Christena, deceased
;

William; Adam; Caroline married P. R.

Steiner; she and Andrew J., of this review, are twins; IMarion, Barbara,

Roselta, Lavina, Benjamin, Noah, Emil, Jacob, Albert and Sarah.

Erederick Welty was a ])rosperous farmer in his day and became fairly

well-to-do and was an influential citizen in his community. He and his wife

were members of the Mennonite church.

Andrew J. Welty was reared on the luMiie farm, which he worked when
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a boy, alternating farm work with attending the district schools; also went

to the Angola Normal School at Angola, Indiana. After leaving school he

took up farming and threshing, operating a threshing machine very success-

fully for some time. In 1887 he located on the farm where he now resides,

which consists of one hundred and forty-five acres of excellent and highly

improved land, located in the northwest quarter of section 27, East Union

township, on which he built a fine and beautifully located residence, also a

substantial barn and other outbuildings, rendering bis place one of the model

farms in the township, everything about it indicating that a gentleman of

excellent taste has its management in hand. Mr. Welty has not only been

successful as a general farmer, but also as a stock raiser, always keeping

a variety of good livestock.

Mr. Welty was married on January 6, 1887, to Mary Amstutz, daughter

of Jacob Amstutz, and who was born in Sugar Creek township, August 3,

1864. This union resulted in the birth of eight sons, seven of whom are

living in 1910, namely: Alvin, Wilbur, Evan, Clayton, Leo, Stanley and

Harold.

Mr. and Mrs. Welty are members of the Mennonite church, the former

being an elder in the same and an active worker in the local congregation.

Politically, he is a Democrat, and he has served as a member of the school

board.

In the spring of 1909 Mr. and Mrs. Welty made a trip to the Pacific

coast, visiting the states of Washington, Oregon and California, spending-

two months in a delightful and beneficial sojourn of the West.

Mr. and Mrs. Welty have endeavored to give their children good educa-

tions. The two eldest, Alvin and Wilbur, graduated in the preparatory de-

partment at Wooster University, and are now holding responsible positions

with the Goodrich Rubber MTrks at Akron, Ohio.

GABRIEL C. DAGUE.

The life of Gabriel C. Dague has always been one of unceasing industry

and perseverance and the systematic and honorable methods he has followed

have won him the unbounded confidence of his fellow men. He was born

in Chippewa township, Wayne county, Ohio, January 14, 1841, the son of

M. D. and Elizabeth K. (McElhaine) Dague. Both were born near Beverly.

Pennsvlvania, and each came to Chippewa township about 1820 with their
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parents, and here amid the primitive conditions of those early days they

grew to maturity. M. D. Dague was educated in the early schools of Chip-

pewa township, working on the home farm in the meantime. He naturally

turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, which he followed until 1868,

in which year he entered the general mercantile business in Western Star,

Ohio, which lies partly in Medina and partly in Summit county. He con-

tinued in that line for five years and then sold out to his two sons, William

Carman and Gabriel C., the latter the subject of this sketch.' These two

sons and their father, also Samuel Duley, the father-in-law of William Car-

man Dague, then started a store in Doylestown, Ohio, in \^hich they suc-

cessfully handled dry goods, groceries and notions. During this time IM. D.

Dague again became part owner of his sons’ stores at Western Star and

Doylestown. Ten years after he entered business in Doylestown he retired

and lived a quiet life until his death, at eighty-five years of age, living in

Dovlestown, merely looking after his agricultural interests in a general way.

He was a very successful business man and was popular with all classes

owing to his honesty and friendliness.

For further facts regarding the ancestry of the subject, the reader is

directed to the sketch of T. J. Dague, on another page of this work.

Gabriel C. Dague received his educational training in the common schools

at the various places he lived \vhen a boy and at the Western Star Academy.

In September, 1862, soon after completing his education, he enlisted in the

Union army, but he was not admitted to the sen'ice until Octolier 9th of that

year. He was a meml)er of Com])any G, One Hundred and Twentieth Regi-

ment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served with that company until May

3. 1864, in a manner that stamped him as a gallant soldier. He was taken

prisoner at Shagy Point, Louisiana, on the Red river, and he was sent to

Camp Ford, 'I'yler, Texas, where he was held until May 27, 1865. He fouglit

at Chickasaw Fluffs, at the siege of \^icksl)tirg, Arkansas Post, after which

he returned to Vicksl)urg and remained there from July 4, i8f>3, until the cit\-

surrendered a month later. He then went with his company to Xew Orleans

and spent the winter at Plaquemine, Louisiana. ,\fter his release he weighed

but eighty pounds. He returned to his father's farm and assisted with the

work on the liome place for eight }'ears, then farmed for Irimself for four

years, at the end of which time he purchased a half interest in his fatluT's

store at Western Star, as already indicated. Tlien for a period of thirty

two years he followed in a most successful manner merchandising at Western

Star, Doylestown and Akron, Ohio, twenty years being spent at Western

(84)
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Star and twelve years at the last mentioned places
;
however, he was interested

in all three most of the time. He seemed to take naturally to merchandising

and his stores enjoyed a very liberal patronage. In 1904 he sold out his

last interest and has since lived a retired life at his beautiful home in Doyles-

town, surrounded by plenty as the fruits of his earlier years of labor.

Mr. Hague was married in November, 1865, to Jennie H. Harkins, of

\\Moster, who passed away in 1868, and on December 30, 1869, Mr. Hague

again married, his last wife being Mary A. Brown, a native of Stark county,

Ohio, and to this union four children were born, namely : Bertha, who mar-

ried Harry Baughman, is the mother of two children, Bessie and Ralph;

Harmon H. married Minnie Seiberling, and they are the parents of three

children, Ethel. Florence and Roy. Carman W. and Raymond Hague are

both deceased.

Politically, Mr. Hague adheres to- the tenets of the Democratic party.

He has been school director in Doylestown, MAstern Star, also treasurer

of the school board at Western Star. He was also postmaster at that place for

fifteen years. He has always been interested in the progress of his county,

politically, morally, educationally or materially, and he has an extensive

acquaintance throughout this locality, bearing a reputation of honesty and

industry alike.

HARMON SMYSER.

The readers of this history do not need to be apprised of the fact that

the Smyser family has, for generations, ranked among the most progressive

and influential of Wayne county, and one of the best known and most re-

presentative members of this honored family is Harmon Smyser, who is a

native of this county and a man who has played well his part in the develop-

ment of the same, lieing an interested spectator of its phenomenal growth.

He was born on September ii, 1841, and he is the son of Emanuel and Cath-

erine (Abert) Smyser, an excellent couple from the Keystone state, from

which they came to Wayne county, Ohio, as early as 1832, settling on a farm

which they developed from a primitive forest and soon became very comfort-

ably established here. They were the parents of eight children, namely

:

Albert, Harmon, of this review; Mary A., Anna, George J., Elenora, and

M. E., whose sketch and portrait appear on another page of this work.

Harmon Smyser received his education in the common schools of Wayne

county and worked on his father’s farm until he was twenty-six years of age.
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The Civil war coming on he could not suppress his ardor and he enlisted in

April, 1861, among the first to respond to Lincoln’s call for troops, becoming

a private in Company E, Fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, in which

he served until August, when he was discharged, having been in the three-

months service. Soon afterwards he re-enlisted in the Sixteenth Ohio Infan-

try for three years. The history of this splendid regiment is to be found

in the sketch of John Boor, in this work. Suffice it to say that Mr. Smyser

proved to be a very faithful soldier and shared the vicissitudes- of march and

battle with his gallant comrades. Upon his discharge he returned home and

began farming in Chester township. He moved to Wayne township in 1866,

became very well established and was always regarded as one of the county’s

progressive farmers.

In 1867 Mr. Smyser was married to Melissa J. McDonald, daughter of

Newton and Mary McDonald, both natives of Ohio. They were the parents

of four children; Margaret, Melissa J., wife of Harmon Smyser, of this

sketch; Josephine and George. Mr. McDonald was a farmer and he and his

wife spent their lives in Wayne county where they were highly respected by

all who knew them. To Mr. and Mrs. Smyser two children have been born,

Emmett E. and Haydee. The former married into the Palmer family and

he is making his home with his father
;
they have one son, Harmon P. Smyser.

The daughter is still a member of the family circle.

Mr. Smyser has a fine farm of one hundred and sixty acres. He raises

a diversity of crops and makes a specialty of raising big horses for the mar-

ket. He has a beautiful and modern home and convenient outbuildings,

everything about his ]ilace indicating thrift and prosjierity and that a gentle-

man of splendid tastes has its management in hand. Personally, Mr. Smyser

is a man of genial disposition, uniformly honest and thoroughly trustworthy,

and of highest business integrity, according to all who know him.

CHARLES A. GRABER.

The little republic of Switzerland has not furnished so large a number

of inhabitants to northern Ohio as Germany and other European countries,

but it is certain that none of her sister countries have furnished us with a

more intelligent and industrious class than she, for wherever the Swiss are

found they become owners of ])ro])erty and are loyal to our institutions,

making admirable citizens. Of this class Charles A. Graber is a descendant,
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he being of the second generation of that sturdy race in this country. His

birth occurred in Paint township, Wayne county, Ohio, June 24, 1857, the

son of Frederick A. and Julia (Falet) Graber. Frederick A. Graber was

born in Switzerland, and was educated and married there. Soon after his

marriage he came to the FTnited States, believing that here existed greater

opportunities for him; this was in 1839. He came to the interior and settled

in Paint township, Wayne county, Ohio. He was a hard worker and lived

very comfortably, owning about sixty acres of land at the time of his death.

His family consisted of six sons and four daughters, namely: Lewis, Jules

A., Alfred A., Julia E., Adale H., Ida T., Lucy E., Charles A., Oscar E. and

Paul.

Charles A. Graber was reared on the home farm in Paint township,

which he worked during his boyhood days, and attended the district schools.

He studied hard and got a good education. He remained on the home farm

until he was twenty-one years of age. In December, 1881, he married Nettie

Tasker, a native of Paint township, where she was reared on a farm and edu-

cated. She was a member of an excellent family.

In 1887 Mr. Graber moved on his farm of thirty-seven acres in section

34, East Union township, where he still resides. He has a neat little place

which is very productive and which yields him a good living. He has a very

comfortable home and keeps some stock and poultry. By good management

he makes his place produce well and his family is well provided for.

To Mr. and Mrs. Graber six children have been born, namely: Oren.

who married Etta Krause; Ortense is deceased; Millard, Ruth, Charlie, Ver-

nice and Louise.

Mr. Graber is a member of the Reform church at Apple Creek where he

and his family are faithful attendants. Fraternally he belongs to Apple

Creek Lodge, No. 324, Knights of Pythias, of w’hieh he is past chancellor.

Politically he is a Democrat, and is very ably serving his township as one of

its trustees, and he was a member of the school board for five years, during

which time the cause of education in this vicinity was carefully looked after.

JOHN V. HARTEL.

The record of John V.-Hartel is that of a man who by his own unaided

efforts has worked his way from a modest beginning to a position of influ-

ence and financial ease in his community of which he is native, having been

born in Milton township, Wayne county, Ohio, November 4, 1859, the son
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of Jacob and Susanna (Will
)
Hartel, both natives of Germany. The paternal

grandparents of John V. Hartel were Jacob and Susanna Hartel, who came

from Germany in an early day and settled in Milton township, this county,

there bought land, cleared it and remained there until their deaths. The sub-

ject’s mother came to America alone in 1828. Her parents were Mr. and Mrs.

Will. Jacob Hartel, father of John V., was educated mostly in Germany, and

in young manhood he accompanied his parents to America. He was a shoe-

maker by trade, and is said to have been a very skilled workman. In 1862

he moved from Milton township to Chippewa township, near Easton, and

there he bought a farm of eighty-four acres, on which he carried on general

farming until his death, making a good living for his wife and five sons and

one daughter, who were named as follows: Peter, Jacob, John V. (of this

review), Adam, George and Susan.

John V. Hartel was educated in Chippewa township in the common
schools, and he remained on the home farm until he was eighteen years of

age, when he went to Smithville, Greene township, and began learning the

carriage trade, then learned the blacksmith trade at Clinton, at which he

soon became cpfite adept. Later he went to Easton and purchased a carriage

shop and remained there for five years, building up a very good business and

becoming known as one of the best workmen in this line in the county. He
followed carriage and wagon making and general blacksmithing. He then

bought his brother’s shoe store at Easton, which he managed successfully,

and while there he was postmaster and justice of the peace during Cleve-

land’s first administration. He next bought out the William Peirce shoe

store at Doylestown, Chippewa township, which he conducted until 1896.

In the meantime he became postmaster, continuing in that position for sev-

eral terms. He was elected justice of the peace in Doylestown in 1902, and

has since retained that office to the satisfaction of all concerned.

Mr. Hartel has been a singing teacher since he was seventeen years of

age and he has won a wide reputation in this line. He has been supervisor

of music in the Doylestown public schools for the past nine years, holding

a state certificate for music teaching.

In 1888 Mr. Hartel entered the piano business and he has been very suc-

cessful in the same ever since, still following that line at this writing, having

built up an expensive patronage throughout this part of the county. lie is a

flirector in the Doylestown Hanking Company.

Mr. Martel was married in 1880 to Amelia h'rase, a woman of many

praiseworthy traits, and to this union one daughter was born. Pearl, now

the wife of George Idood, and they are the parents of the following children:

Rosetta, Amelia, George Leslie and Ellwood.
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Mr. Hartel was confirmed in the Lutheran church when sixteen years

of age. He belongs to the Knights and Ladies of Security, and in politics he

is a Democrat. He has very ably served his fellow citizens as constable and

has been a member of the school board at Doylestown. He is always inter-

ested in the progress of his community and does what he can to aid in any

worthy movement. He is regarded as a public-spirited, honest and straight-

forward business man.

OSCAR ARMSTRONG HILLS, D. D.

The mission of a great soul in this world is one that is calculated to

inspire a multitude of others to better and greater things, and its subsequent

influence cannot be measured in metes and bounds, for it effects the lives of

those with whom it comes into contact, broadening and enriching them for

all time to come. He who spends his life interpreting the Divine Word has

one of the greatest missions to perform vouchsafed to man. Oscar Arm-
strong Hills, one of the best known and influential ministers of Wooster,

Wayne county, Ohio, is one of that number and worthily wears the honor

in proper meekness and reserve. He was born in Brownsville, Indiana, De-

cember 13, 1837, and he is the son of Darwin Todd and Sarah (Anderson)

'Hills, who later removed to Greene county, Ohio. Both his father and mother

were representatives of fine old pioneer families and were people highly re-

spected and honored by all who knew them for their lives of high endeavor,

kindness and hospitality. They were the -parents of ten children.

Dr. Oscar A. Hills grew to maturity in his native community and spent

his boyhood in a manner not unlike others of his day and generation. He
received his preparatory education in the schools of Crawfordsville, Indiana,

later attending Wabash College, where he made an excellent record for

scholarship and from which he was graduated in 1859. Thus well equipped,

he gratified an ambition of long standing by entering the ministry, having

been licensed May i, 1861, by the presbytery of Crawfordsville, and he was

ordained November 25, 1862, by the presbytery of Huntington. His first

charge was at Spruce Creek, Pennsylvania, where he remained from 1862 to

1865, making an excellent start in his pastoral work and building up the

charge there in a manner that forecast an unusually successful future in

the ministry. He w’as next pastor of the Central church in Cincinnati from

1865 to 1878 and during his long service there he became known as one of

the leading ministers of that city, building up an influential church and win-
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ning a place in the athections of his congregation that can never be eradicated.

Doctor Hills was in charge of the North church of Allegheny, Pennsylvania,

from 1878 to 1881. Desiring a change to a more salubrious climate, the

Doctor, in the summer of 1881, went to Santa Barbara, California, where he

was special supply in the church there for one year, after which he went to

San Francisco and was pastor from 1882 to 1884, and there he did an ex-

cellent \vork in the First Presbyterian church. He came to Wooster, Ohio, in

1885 and for a period of thirteen years he was pastor of the First church,

doing a very commendable work here during that time. He w^as elected a

trustee of Wooster Plniversit}^ and has served for a period of twenty-five

years. He has done much toward the general success and prestige of the

University. In 1898 he took charge of the Westminster church at the uni-

versity here and is now pastor emeritus of the same.

The Doctor was married August 21, 1862, to Miriam Wright, a lady of

culture and refinement, a native of Rensselaer, Indiana. She died without

issue on September ii, 1866, and Doctor Hills married Louise Esther Freer,

daughter of an excellent Chicago family, their wedding taking place on

October 26, 1869. This union resulted in the birth of four children, namely;

Miriam, Edward R., Oscar Freer and Thomas 3IcDougal. The mother of

these children passed away August 23, 1884. Doctor Hills married a third

time, his last wedding taking place on August 12. 1886, his last wife, Ida

M. Foust, being a native of Wayne county, and a woman whose gracious

personality has endeared her to a large circle of friends. No children have

been born to this union. The Hills home on College aA’enue is a cozy, hospi-

table and cheerful one where the many friends of the family delight to gather.

Doctor Hills, by a life of right li\’ing and strenuous endeavor, has earned

a warm place in the hearts of all who know him. He is a devout lover of all

that is pure, true and good, and is ever ready to encourage that which is

worthy and to support that which is best. All find in him a friend and helper,

for he is brotherly, neighborly, candid, frank, sincere and generous, as well

as kind and courteous. By the exercise of these qualities he has been greatly

blessed of God in leading the unsaved to the Good .Shcqdierd. in ins])iring the

discouraged and in winning the careless.

CHRIS. K. SNyWELV.

Like all enterprising men, C. R. Suavely, of Sugar Creek township,

gives close personal attention to every detail of his husiness. exercises sound

judgment in making his ])lans and .seldom fails to carry to successful con-
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elusion anything to which he addresses his mind and energies, but farming

and stock raising, with all their di^ersi^ied phases, have claimed his time

and thought for the most part, and it is useless to add that he has made a

very comfortable living besides laying by something to insure his old age

from want. He was born in Sugar Creek township, Wayne county, Ohio,

November 23, 1859, the son of Samuel and Anna (Rudy) Suavely; the latter

is a sister of David Rudy, a complete sketch of whom and his family will

be found in another part of this work. Samuel Snavely, the father, was

born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and he came to Wayne county, Ohio,

in about 1856. He spent the remainder of his life in Sugar Creek township

on a farm, becoming fairly well-to-do here. Mrs. Samuel Snavely, a woman
whom everybody admires for her generosity, is still living, a member of

the household of her son, C. R., of this review. To Mr. and Mrs. Samuel

Snavely five children were born, namely: C. R., of this sketch; Emma, wife

of N. C. McDowell, of Akron, Ohio
;
Ida, widow of R. T. Douglass

;
Amanda

is single and is living at the home of the subject of this review, and Eugene,

who died in 1875.

C. R. Snavely was reared in Sugar Creek township, where he began

working on the home farm very early, finding time, however, to attend the

district schools until he was eighteen years of age
;
he also attended the Dalton

high school and spent one term at the Smithville Academy.

Mr. Snavely was married in October, 1907, to Jennie McDowell,

daughter of Luther McDowell, this family being one of the best known in

their community.

Mr. Snavely lives on an excellent farm of ninety-five acres in section

5, Sugar Creek township, where he engages in general farming and stock

raising. Politically, he is a Republican, and the United Presbyterian church

holds his membership, he being one of the elders of the local congregation,

and he takes a great deal of interest in church affairs.

REV. ADAM GEORGE HERMAN.

Although yet a comparatively young man, Eather Herman has accom-

plished much toward ameliorating the condition of his fellow men, often labor-

ing with disregard for his own welfare if thereby he might attain the object

sought—to make some one better and happier. Such a life as his is rare and

is eminently worthy of emulation, being singularly free from all that is de-
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teriorating or paltry, for his influence is at all times uplifting, and thousands

of people have been made better for having known him.

Rev. Adam G. Herman, the popular and well-known pastor of the Cath-

olic church at Doylestown, Ohio, w’as born at Williams, Ohio, January 27,

1868, the son of George Herman, who was born in the province of Alsace-

Lorraine, formerly of France, now^ of Germany. Coming to America when a

young man, he met and married Catherine Heberle, a native of Rochester,

New York. It was in 1848 that the former came from his native land, and

he at once made his way to Williams county, Ohio, and there took up farm-

ing, which he made a success, being a very industrious man and a good man-

ager. He and his wife became the parents of three children who lived to

maturity, namely: Adam George, of this review; John and Charles. The last

two named are now living on farms in Williams county, Ohio.

Adam G. Herman was educated in the common schools of Williams

county, later studied at Notre Dame Lhiiversity at South Bend, Indiana, where

he made a splendid record for scholarship. He also took a course at Canisius

College, Buffalo, New York. Then he w'ent abroad to study, and after four

years of diligent application at Innsbruck, Tyrol, Austria, he was there or-

dained a priest in July, 1901. After taking a short vacation in September of

that year, he returned to America and became pastor of the Catholic church

at Doylestown, Wayne county, Ohio, wdiere he has since remained. He has

done a great work here, building up the parish and raising the spiritual stand-

ing of the congregation, which is now in a good condition, both temporal

and spiritual, and his service here has met with the united approval of his

people : but whatever of good the reverend priest may have accomplished he

would far rather have it engraved on the hearts of the people than to be put

into print, and the approval of his own conscience and of his Divine Master

are the rewards he wishes for his labors in behalf of the church.

SIMON B. FAAIAN.

A highly honored citizen of Fast Lhiion townshi]) is S. B. Fyman, who

was horn on the farm where he now lives, June 21, 1841, the son of Da\id

and Flizal)etli (Ilott) Fyman, the former having come to this county from

Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in May, iS^t), and he settled on the farm,

consisting of ninety acres, where S. B. Fyman now li\-es. ll was then in
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an imcleveloped state and he set about improving it; the place has remained

in the family ever since and has been so skillfully managed that it has not lost

any of its original fertility. The farm was added to until it consisted of one

hundred and seven acres, and the first Eyman known in this county thus be-

came a prosperous farmer. He was a good business man, but quiet in dis-

position, and a faithful member of the Reformed church. He and his wife

were the parents of six children, two of whom are living at this writing,

namely: Martha, the wife of John Kirts, of North Dakota, and S. B., of this

review. The latter was reared on the farm where he now lives, remaining

under the paternal rooftree until he was twenty-one years old, working dur-

ing the crop season and attending the neighboring schools some during the

winter time. He later attended school at Fredericksburg in Salt Creek town-

ship, and received a good common school education. When about twenty-two

years of age he left home and went to Ashland, where he and his brother-in-

law entered the grain business, remaining there four yars, but this, not being

as successful as he had anticipated, was given up and young Eyman entered

the hotel business at West Salem, this county. Later buying the old home
farm, he moiled thereto and has remained on it ever since. He has been

very successful in his farming operations and is now the owner of one

hundred and forty-five acres in one place and ninety-seven in another, in all

two hundred and forty-two acres, all under a high state of development and

well im])roved. It has yielded bounteous harvests and Mr. Eyman is now one

of the substantial citizens of the county. He handles some good stock,

and his home is beautifully situated, surrounded by excellent outbuildings,

everything about the place showing thrifty and good management.

Simon Eyman was married in 1866 to Isabelle Tinkey, of Ashland, Ohio,

the daughter of an old and highl}^ honored family, and to this union five

children were born, one of whom is deceased ; they are, Charles, a farmer

in East Union township; Edward, of Orrville, this county; Anna, wife of

Alonzo Hoffacre, of Salt Creek township; Mamie M., wife of Charles Mar-

lin, of Apple Creek, this county.

31 r. Eyman is a member of the Reformed church at Apple Creek, this

township, being an elder and deacon in the same, and taking considerable in-

terest in church affairs. In politics he is a Republican, having long been in-

terested in the progress of his home community, he is ready to assist in any

worthy movement looking to its development, and by reason of his public

spirit, his honesty and friendliness he is held in high esteem by a wide circle

of friends and acquaintances throughout the county.
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EDWIN LANCE.

There was little to encourage a man lacking grit and stability to under-

take to hew a farm from the seemingly interminable wilderness in A’ayne

county upwards of a century ago when the ancestors of Edwin Lance first

made their advent here. It was his grandparents, Henry and Betzie Lance,

who first established themselves here. The former was a native of Penn-

sylvania and it is supposed that his wife was also a native of the old Keystone

state. They made the laborious journey across the mountains in a covered

wagon, bringing w'hat few' household effects they had with them. When they

reached Chestnut Ridge in the northeastern part of Milton township. Wayne
county, they were delighted with the prospect, and here they purchased one

hundred and sixty acres, clearing a small place for a log cabin, which later gave

way to a more modern and commodious dwelling. In a few years the place

was cleared and yielding bounteous crops and here the old pioneer couple spent

the remainder of their days. Henry Lance was a man of much influence in

Ins township, prominent in politics, and he was a member of the Presbyterian

church. The maternal grandparents of Edwdn Lance were Daniel and Julia

Johnson. They also came to this county from New York state in a very early

day and bought eighty acres of timber land, without any improvements what-

ever. It was also swampy, but this hardy woodsman cleared and drained the

land, making a good home, and lived there until his death. The town of

Sterling is now on a part of this land.

William J. Lance, son of Henry Lance and wife and father of Edwin

Lance, was born in Milton township, Wayne county, and he came to this

county with his parents when a child and received his education in the

primitive schools of this township. He began farming early in life and con-

tinued the same the rest of his days. He first bought eighty acres east of his

father’s place; in time this was sold and by three different ])urchases he

finally had a farm of seventy-two acres where his son, Edwin Lance, of this

review, nov,' lives. Here William J. Lance prospered and lived until within

a few years of his death. He married Clara Johnson, a native of the same

localitv in Wayne county, from which he came.

Edwin Lance was liorn on the farm wliere he now lives, about three-

fourths f)f a mile southwest of Sterling, in 1865. lie received a fairly good

education in the common schools. He naturally took to fanning and has fol-

lowed this \ ()cation all his life, making a comfortable Ii\ing and laying liy a

competencv to insure his old age free from want. 1 le carries on general

farming and stock raising, lie purchased his place from his father and lie
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has improved the same and so rotated his crops as to retain the original fer-

tility of the soil. He has a good house and barn and his farm is well improved

in every respect.

Mr. Lance was married in 1887 to Sarah Swagler, daughter of a well

known family, and this union has resulted in the birth of the following

children : Flossie May, Clara Anna and William Clayton.

Mr. and Mrs. Lance are members of the Baptist church, and their two

daughters are L^nited Brethren. In politics Mr. Lance votes with the Demo-

crats. He is always interested in whatever promotes the general good of his

community, but he does not find much time to mingle in politics. Mrs. Lance

belongs to the Ladies of the Maccabees.

WILLIAM STEELE.

Holding distinctive prestige among the enterprising citizens of Milton

township, Wayne county, is William Steele, whose record, here briefly out-

lined, is that of a man who has been the architect of his own fortunes, who, bv

the exercise of his talents, has succesfully surmounted unfavorable environ-

ments and, while yet a young man, has won definite success as an agricultur-

ist. He is a creditable re]iresentative of one of the old and highly esteemed

pioneer families of northern Ohio and possesses many of the admirable quali-

ties and characteristics of his ancestors. He is a native of Milton township,

Wayne county, his birth having occurred October 31, 1879. He is the son of

Ec'gar L. and Elizabeth J. (Lance) Steele, both natives of Wayne county,

Ohio. The father, who was the second son of Enoch Steele, was born Eeb-

ruary 3, 1853, receiving his education in the common schools of this county.

He spent his youth on the farm, and devoted his subsequent life work to agri-

cultural pursuits, at one time owning very valuable land in this and Medina

counties, aggregating a total of three hundred and fifty-five acres. Leaving

the home farm in 1903, he located just west of Sterling, and he is now resid-

ing in Seville, where he has a small place and he engages in the handling of

livestock. He and Elizabeth J. Lance were married in 1872. The latter was

the daughter of Abraham and Rebecca Lance, and they became the parents of

the following children: Wilson, Arthur, Mary, William and Floyd.

Enoch Steele, grandfather of William Steele, of this review, was born in

1826, the youngest child of Andrew and Mary (Steele) Steele, both natives

of Pennsylvania. Enoch Steele received a common school education and

followed farming, at one time owning two hundred acres of land, carrying on
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general farming very successfully. He is now living retired. He has been

twice married, first to Eliza Sours, who died in 1862, and their children were

William Calvin, Edgar L., Flora A., and Alfred A. Enoch Steele’s second

wife was Phoebe Johnson, whom he married in 1868, and three children were

born to this union. Lode, Deliew and Lilia.

Andrew Steele, the great-grandfather of A\hlliam Steele, was the son of

Andrew Steele, Sr., who' brought his family from Pennsylvania to this county

in a very early day, entering four large farms from the government. He
devoted his life to farming, as did also his son Andrew, who cleared one

hundred and sixty acres of land in Milton township and lived here until his

death.

William Steele, of this review, was educated in the Sterling common
schools and he passed through the high school there, receiving a good educa-

tion. He remained on the home farm until his father moved to Seville, when

he and his brother Floyd entered the butcher business in Seville, which they

continued very successfully for a period of three years, building up an ex-

tensive trade with the surrounding community. Puit the farm has always had

its allurements for him and in 1907 he returned to the old home place where

he has since remained. He is a good manager and hard worker and he has

been successful.

Whlliam Steele was married on March 10, 1909, to Edna M. Loehr, a

native of Medina county, Ohio, the daughter of Benjamin and Caroline

Loehr. and they are the parents of a son, Ernest Dwight, born Fehruaiw 20,

1910.

h'or a fuller history of William Steele’s brothers, Arthur, Whlson and

Floyd, and his sister Maiy, the reader is directed to the sketch of Wilson

Steele, appearing on another page of this work.

Members of this fine old family have always been connected with the

Lhiited Brethren or the Baptist church and most of them ha\-e been Demo-
crats.

Whlliam Steele and his young wife are popular among the vounger

social set of this township where they are well known and where their lives

have been S])ent, each being representatixes of some of the best pioneer stock

of the Buckeye state.

IDANTEI. IlOh'I-.

In tracing the history of Wayne county, Ohio, the historian comes across

the u'lme of lloff away hack among the early settlers and finds that the

descendants of the first member of the family of this name to settle here ha\e
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played well their parts in reclaiming the primitive soil from mother nature

and transforming it into highly productive landed estates. They have also

taken an interest in public affairs and fought in our armies for the mainte-

niince of the Union, and today no family is more highly honored or better

known in Milton and adjoining townships.

Daniel Hoff was born near where he now lives, in the south central part

of Milton township, in 1835. He is the son of Philip and Julia (Blacher)

Hoff, the father a native of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and his wife

on the old Blacher homestead in Greene township, this county. The first

white man that died in Greene township, so far as known, was killed while

assisting in building a barn for Julia Blacher’s father. Philip Hoff, the pater-

nal grandfather of Daniel Hoff, was also born in Westmoreland county,

Pennsylvania, and he and his wife came to Wayne county, Ohio, in a very

early day and settled east of Wooster. Philip Hoff entered five quarter sec-

tions in different places throughout this part of the county, and he and his

sons cleared a great deal of this land. The maternal grandparents of Daniel

Hoff were Daniel and Susan Blacher, who were pioneers of Greene town-

ship, coming here among the very first settlers.

Philip Hoff, father of Daniel Hoff, was reared on the home place and

assisted his father in farming. He had a great deal of clearing to do and

became skilled in swinging the axe and maul. In 1835 he left the paternal

rooftree and bought a quarter section where his son, Daniel Hoff, now resides.

Only four acres of it had been cleared and a small, rude house erected. In

this Daniel was born, but, although small and rudely constructed, it was built

of good material and is still standing, having been built over seventy-five

years ago. Philip Hoff, Jr., with the assistance of his sons, cleared and im-

proved tlie new farm and in the course of a few years it was in excellent con-

dition, yielding bounteous crops, and he became fairly prosperous and a lead-

ing citizen of his township. He and his wife were the parents of twelve

children, namely: David, Amos, Daniel (subject), Manda Ann, Rebecca,

Josiah, Andy, Susan, Hiram, Simon. Joshua, and Rilla. They all attended

the early schools and helped about the place. Daniel Hoff delights to tell of

how he received his early text-book training in a log schoolhouse which con-

tained only one desk and a window which extended the entire length of the

building—in fact, it was only a so-called window, really being the space left

by removing a log.

PJaniel Hoff remained on his father’s farm until he was twenty-four

years of age. He then bought a farm in Iowa where he lived eighteen

months
;
then he moved to Michigan, where he purchased a farm, on which
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he lived for a period of seven years. Desiring to return to his native com-

munity, he sold out and purchased twenty acres where he now resides, ha^’ing

made his home here since then, following general farming. He has a nice

home and a good little place, which makes him a comfortable living. He has

always followed general farming, making a success of his crops and stock

raising.

Daniel Hoff was one of the brave sons of the North who offered his ser-

vices in behalf of his country, enlisting with his brother, Andrew, -in the One

Hundred and Sixty-ninth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served

with a very creditable record until the close of .the war, taking part in many

arduous campaigns and hard-fought battles. His brothers, Amos and Josiah,

were also soldiers in the Federal army, members of the Sixteenth Regiment,

Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Daniel Hoff was married on April 21, 1859, to Margaret Fetzer, whose

people were pioneers of Wayne county. To Mr. and Mrs. Hoff the following

children have been born : Perry, Edmond, Elmer, Calvin, Ella, Cora and

Oran (twins), Minnie, Ida.

Most of the Hoff family have been members of the Lutheran church.

In politics Mr. Hoff is a Repulilican, and he very ably served as constable for

a period of seven years.

JOHN SCHORGER.

The family of which John Schorger is an honored representative has

been known in the Buckeye and Hoosier states since the early pioneer period,

and the record they have made has been one of which he can justly be proud,

for In’s ancestors le.ft a priceless heritage to their posterity, the memorv of

names and deeds which time can neither obliterate nor dim. Mr. Schorger

was born in Allen county, Indiana, Ajiril 5, i860, the son of Valentine and

Baibara (Fetigue) Schorger, both nati\'es of Seneca county, Ohio. The
maternal grandfather of John Schorger was George Schorger, a sterling

])ioneer who spent his life in the development of farms from the wild realm

of nature. Both he and his son, Valentine, were known as hard workers

and honest men, interested in the affairs of the community where thev lived.

John Schorger was educated in the common schools of Seneca countv,

Ohio. He then learned the carpenter's trade, but after following this for a

time he learned the trade of millwright, which he followed until 1906, be-



1344 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

coming known throughout this locality as one of the most skillful workmen

in this line that Wayne county could claim. On the last date mentioned he

completed installing the machinery for the paper box factory at Rittman,

and since that time he has followed general contracting, handling some big

jobs and always keeping a large number of men in his employ. He is thor-

oughly modern in his ideas of all work in his line, and owning to the high

grade of material he uses and the honest manner in which he deals with his

fellow men, he has been very successful in his work, always giving satisfaction

and evincing a desire to please, which has won the confidence of all with whom
he has dealings.

Mr. Schorger was married on June 30, 1881, to Cora E. Myers, the

daughter of a fine old family of this county, of which locality she is a native

and where she received her educational training. To this union three children

were born, Mattie, Arlie and Maude. On September 7, 1907, Mr. Schorger

was united in marriage with Mrs. Katherine (Fisher) Kroute, a woman of

excellent personal traits.

Mr. Schorger’s children received good educations and are well situated in

reference to this world’s affairs. Mattie married E. R. Pennington. Arlie

was educated at the University of Wooster, graduating from the chemistry

department in 1906, having made a splendid record in the same. He then at-

tended the Ohio State University one year, and later took the position of

chemist for the government in the bureau of chemistry. The third child is

Maud.

Politically Mr. Schorger is a Democrat. He is a man of unusual energy

and determination and he knows how to handle men so as to get the best

results from his work, and being a man of pleasing manners he is liked by

all classes.

ANDREW SERFASS.

It should be a source of gratification to us if we can point to our ancestors

and say that their reputations were always above the reproach of their fellow

men, their careers being free from the shadow of wrong or the suspicion of

evil. This Andrew Serfass can do, although he modestly refrains from any

undue laudation of his family history, but those who are conversant with the

facts regarding the several members of this well known family of Chippewa

township will not hesitate to speak of their good qualities and their honorable

lives.
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Andrew Serfass was born in Summit county, Ohio, July 14, 1851, the

son of Cornelius and Elizabeth (Henich) Serfass. His parents were born

in Pennsylvania and in a very early day removed to Ohio and settled in Chip-

pewa township, where Cornelius Serfass died in 1866. His widow re-married

and moved to Missouri, and after a residence of twenty-four years in that

state, she returned to Wayne county, Ohio, where her death occurred in 1905.

She lived a quiet and retired life, as did her husband, who took little part in

public affairs, attending to his individual affairs. To Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius

Serfass seven children were born, six of whom are living in 1909. The pa-

ternal grandparents of Andrew Serfass were Peter and Eva Serfass, who came

to Ohio, where Peter Serfass died. The subject’s maternal grandparents

lived in Pennsylvania.

Andrew Serfass was educated in the Norton public schools, working on

the farm during the summer months. When he reached maturity he worked

on the farm by the day, then purchased an interest in a threshing outfit and

followed this line of work for a period of twenty-four years, becoming known
throughout this locality as one of the leading threshers and he had an excellent

patronage. Desiring to devote his attention exclusively to farming, he pur-

chased a farm of fifty acres in 1905 within the corporation of Doylestown and

has since lived retired, merely overseeing his place. He remodeled the house

and barn, and now has a very attractive and comfortable home in which to

spend his declining years. His place is well managed and general farming is

made to pay.

Mr. Serfass was married on October 23, 1870, to Harriet Myers, a native

of Summit county, Ohio, but she was reared in Wayne county. She is the

daughter of John and Katherine Myers, old settlers in this county and a highly

respected family, having come here from Pennsylvania early in 1837, making

the journey in a wagon overland. Mr. Myers died February 27, 1882, and

Mrs. Myers survived him until December 8, 1895. Three children have been

born to Mr. and Mrs. Serfass, namely: Orpha, wife of Jacob Reagle
: Harry

died in infancy: George, wbo married Stella Calpetzer.

The father and two uncles of Mrs. Serfass assisted in clearing one hun-

dred and sixty acres of land in Chippewa townshi]), and they were all (piite

active in the local affairs of the township in those earlv days.

In ])olitics Mj. Serfass is a Democrat and he has taken considerable inter-

est in local affairs. He served on the .school board for a period of three years

Both he and Mrs. Serfass belong to tbe Lutheran church; fraternallv Mr.

Serfass belongs to the Independent Order of Odd I'ellow s and the Rebekahs

i\lrs. Serfass also belonging to tbe last named order.

(« 5 )
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DAVID w. McConnell.

One of the well known and influential residents of Milton township,

Wayne county, whose life has been so lived that it has not only resulted in

good to himself and family, but also to the community in general, is D. W.
McConnell, who was born in this township, in February, 1850, the son of

Robert and Mary J. (Eshbaugh) McConnell, the former a native of Pennsyl-

vania and the latter a native of Milton township, Wayne county, Ohio. The

paternal grandparents of D. W. McConnell were William and Mary (Rus-

sell) McConnell, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter either of

that state or Ohio. They left Pennsylvania in 1828 and came to Wayne
county, Ohio, locating in Milton township, north of Rittman. William

McConnell became the owner of one' hundred and sixty acres of land there,

which was then in the wilderness, but this was improved and a good home

established here. He also had forty acres “cornering” it. Some of this land

now forms a part of Rittman. With the assistance of his eight sons, this

land was soon cleared. There were also two daughters in their family. Their

father was a strict Presbyterian and reared them in that faith. The maternal

grandparents of D. W. McConnell were David and Katherine (Johnson)

Eshbaugh, the former a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and the

latter a native of Maryland. About 1825 they settled one mile southeast of

Rittman, purchasing one hundred and twenty acres from a Mr. Doyle, an

extensive land dealer here in an early day, having bought much of the land in

this part of Ohio from the government. Before his death, David Eshbaugh

had accumulated three hundred and sixty acres of land in the northeastern

part of Milton township. He cleared most of his later purchases, but always

resided on the place he bought first. He reared two sons and four daughters,

several children dying when young. He was a Republican in politics and took

an active part in the affairs of his party. He was for many years a deacon

in the Baptist church.

Robert McConnell, father of the gentleman whose name heads this

sketch, was educated in a log school house in Milton township. When a

young man he learned the carpenter trade, which he followed, together with

farming, during his subsequent life. He was the owner of eighty acres of

good land, the second farm west of where his son, David W., of this review,

now resides. He became a skilled workman, and while working at his trade

at the Rittman sawmill he was killed by the explosion of the boiler. Six

others were also killed at that time, one of them being his son, who was also

working there at the carpenter trade. Robert McConnell was forty-five years
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of age at the time of his death. His children, now living, are, David W., of

this review; Mrs. Mary Katherine Dieter; A. A., now sergeant on the police

force of Akron, Ohio; John C., telegraph operator at Akron, Ohio.

David W. McConnell was educated in the district schools of Milton

township and the Seville graded schools, and attended four terms of the

Smithville Normal, after which he taught one term of school, after which he

returned to Seville and took one more term’s work. In the spring of the

last year he was in school, his father was killed and he then returned to the

farm, purchasing twenty-two acres, his uncle’s share in the Eshbaugh home-

stead. He still lives on this place, which is located about one mile west of

Rittman. Had Mr. McConnell followed teaching he would have doubtless

become one of the noted educators of the county, but he has made a success

at farming and led a freer and less trammeled life. His mother and sisters

have shares in the home place, and David W. farms their land in connection

with his own, carrying on general farming and stock raising.

Mr. McConnell was married in 1875 to Katherine Petit, whose father was

born in France, and came to Medina county, Ohio, and later to Wayne county.

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. David W. McConnell

:

Ernest, who was married to Belle Mougey, daughter of Peter Mougey, men-

tioned in the sketch of Forest Mougey on another page of this work; Ernest

McConnell and wife are the parents of one son, Mougey Dare; Beatrice B.

married E. C. Hoover, of Medina county, and their children are, Doris, Iva

and Glen David
;
Arthur married a Miss Blair, of Columbus, Ohio, and he is

now a meat inspector at Peoria, Illinois; AVilliam R., who is taking an agricul-

tural course at Columbus, Ohio.

David W. McConnell is a member of the Knights of the Maccabees. In

politics he is a Democrat and he has very faithfully performed the duties of

the following offices; Township trustee (two terms), township and precinct

assessor many times, and he has been a member of the school board or a di-

rector nearly all his mature life. The last time he ran for assessor of his

precinct he received every vote cast; this show's his high standing in his com-

munity the interests of which he has long had at heart and labored to promote.

CHARLES R. MOINE.

One of the best known nati\'e sons of Milton tow'nship, of the younger

generation, is Charles R. Moine, who, although a young man, has succeeded

in the accomplishment of a definite pui'iiose and illustrated the fact that per-

severance and the exercise of jiroper tact will always w'in. He was born
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December i. 1877, the son of Julius Moine, one of Wayne county’s highly

respected citizens. Charles R. Moine was educated in the district schools

and the Sterling high school, receiving a good education, and taught one

term very acceptably. He then married and devoted his time to farming for

a period of three years, which gave him a good start in life, but, observing

a good opening for a meat market in Sterling, he turned his attention to that

line of business for the next four years. Since that time he has engaged in

various clerical work, at present being secretary of the Rittman Tile & Clay

Product Company, which is enjoying a liberal patronage, largely due to his

capable management. He also operates a grocery store in Sterling, which he

established in 1909 and which is being conducted in such a manner as to gain

him an additional income of no insignificant proportions.

Mr. Moine was married on June ii, 1899, Alice Hoover, daughter

of Christian Hoover, a pioneer of this part of AVavne countv. He died in

1894 at an advanced age. To Mr. and Mrs. Moine the following children

have been born : Wanda Margueretta and Julius Perry.

In his political relations Mr. Moine is a Democrat and he has taken con-

siderable in<-erest in local political affairs, and has held several local offices in

a manner that brought praise from his constituents and showed that he has

a capacity for such service. He was township clerk for four years, and at

the same time he was clerk of the township school board. He is now filling

his third year as justice of the peace. Religiously he is a Catholic, being

reared in that faith. He is regarded by all who know him as a young man of

excellent traits of character and business, always fair in his dealings with his

fellow men and by reason of his excellent qualities as a mixer he is popular

with all classes.

JACOB J. HAMMER.

No more loyal and progressive citizens are to be found within the pre-

scribed limits of Wayne county than those born in Germany, for they are, as

a rule, hard workers and public spirited and honorable in their social and pub-

lic lives. Of this number the name of Jacob J. Hammer must be included.

He was born in Bavaria, Germany, March 15, 1829, but most of his long and

useful life has been spent in America. He was the son of John A. and

Christena (Gardhefner) Hammer, who immigrated from the Fatherland to

America in 1840 and settled in Lawrence township. Stark county, Ohio, where

they followed farming and spent the remainder of their lives, having become

very comfortably situated after coming to this country. They reared a family
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of eight children, namely: Mary M., who married Allen Shnnk; Dominick;

Jacob J. ;
Catherine, who married John Weaver; Simon, Andrew; Elizabeth,

who married John Warner; and John A.

Jacob J. Hammer was educated in Germany for the most part, though

he studied in Ohio after coming here. He began life as a wagonmaker, hav-

ing served an apprenticeship of three years in Stark county, Ohio. In 1851

he came to Doylestown, Wayne county, where he worked as a journeyman for

one year, and in 1852 he started a shop at Easton, Chippewa township, which

he successfully conducted until 1857, when he removed to Milton township,

this county, where he followed farming for a period of ten years. In January,

1867, he located on the farm which he owned until his death in Chippewa

township. A vein of coal underlay about fifty acres of the same, which was

very valuable. It was first developed by the Silver Creek Mining & Railroad

Company and later by H. E. Loomis.

In 1854 Jacob J. Hammer was married to Mary Elizabeth Kmdig, daugh-

ter of Benjamin and Mary Elizabeth (Whitman) Kindig, of Chippewa town-

ship, and to this union twelve children were born, namely
;
John M.

;
Charles

B., deceased; Mary L.
;
Christiana J., who married Peter Schwalbach; An-

drew B.
;
Clement L. V.

;
Rebecca E.

;
Catherine L., who married J. M. Hall;

Emma M., who married C. W. Kirk; Augusta C., who married James Hoye;

Josephine M., who married W. G. Neichter; and Grace.

Jacob J. Hammer was called upon by the messenger from the unseen

world to close his earthly accounts on December 5, 1892, after a most ex-

emplary, useful and active life during which he laid by an ample competency

for his family and succeeded in endearing his memory to a host of friends

and accjuaintances. After his death twenty acres more of his farm were

found to be underlaid with coal and it was operated by the Jones Coal Com-
pany, and it yielded abundantly until 1908.

Mr. Hammer was elected trustee of Chippewa township, serving two

terms, and he was elected a third term, but died before it expired. He was a

Democrat in his political views, and he was a faithful member of the Catholic

church, to which his family also lielong. He left behind him a good name and

his loss was felt keenly by all who knew him.

DR. JOHN V. REINHARDT.

Wayne county can I)oast of few more progressive and successful citizens

than the well-known gentleman whose name furnishes the caption of this

review. He is considered one of the leading agriculturists of East Union
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township and has won a reputation as a veterinary surgeon second to none in

northern Ohio. As a citizen he is not only intelligent and enterprising but

combined within himself are those sterling qualities of manhood that make

not only a useful member of society, but a leader of whatever he undertakes.

Dr. J. F. Reinhardt was born in Paint township, Wayne county, Ohio,

May 20, 1859, the son of J. F. and Verna (Fetter) Reinhardt. J. F. Rein-

hardt was born in Germany, but when young in years he made the tedious

voyage across the great Atlantic and the still more arduous journey to the

Middle States in the year 1843, locating at Mt. Eaton, Ohio. He had no

capital when he came here and he worked as a farm hand for a period of

fifteen years, at the end of which time he was still a poor man. He later

made his home with his son and there lived comfortably. He was married in

1854, and this union resulted in the birth of one son. Dr. J. F., of this review.

Doctor Reinhardt worked on the home farm during the summer seasons

in his boyhood and attended the district schools in winter until he was seven-

teen years of age. He became a student at the Toronto Veterinary College

from 1889 to 1890, af ter he was thirty years of age, having lived on a rented

farm up till he attended college. He made a very commendable record there,

after which he returned to Wayne county, and, for a period of twenty years,

practiced his profession at Apple Creek in a most successful manner, winning

a wide reputation in this line and building up a very lucrative and extensive

patronage.

Doctor Reinhardt rented a farm when he first started out in life for him-

self on which he remained for four years. Starting with an indebtedness of

three hundred dollars, but being backed with sound common sense, the rare

ability to accurately foresee the outcome of present business transactions and

the courage to push forward in the face of all obstacles, he has been unusually

successful m whatever he has directed his attention to. He first bought

twenty-seven acres in Holmes county, this state, which he sold two years later

with a profit of nine hundred dollars. He then bought forty acres in Paint

township, Wayne county. His parents moved thereto and resided on the same

the rest of their lives. He retained this farm until 1900, when he disposed of

it and bought ninety-five acres; this was in 1901 and two years later he

secured eighteen acres additional, making in all an excellent farm of one

hundred and fourteen acres. This farm lies in the edge of Apple Creek and

is among the most valuable tracts in the township, being very productive and

highly improved in every resjiect. On this farm is to be seen a modern, at-

tractive and beautifully located dwelling, also substantial outbuildings. In

1904 the Doctor erected a fine horse barn in Apple Creek, and, in connection



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1351

w-th his farming, he deals in horses extensively. He is the owner of three

valuable properties in Apple Creek, and he is conservatively worth sixteen

thousand dollars, all of which he has made unaided, having started in life

empty handed and under the ban of discouraging environment, but to such

as he obstacles do not mean what they do to most, for men of proper mettle

delight in overcoming whatever lies in their road to success, and while he has

been advancing his own interests he has not been neglectful of his duty to

others, always considerate of the rights of his fellow citizens and honest in all

his relations with them.

Doctor Reinhardt was married on December 28, 1880, to Sarah J.

Maurer, daughter of Abraham Maurer, a resident of Mt. Eaton, Ohio. This

union has resulted in the birth of three children, one son and two daughters,

namely: Dr. Alvin A., a practicing veterinary surgeon at Berea. Ohio; Nora

M. was educated at Oberlin, Ohio, and she is very ably serving as assistant

cashier in the Apple Creek bank; Ada B. has been carefully trained in music,

and has reached high attainment in voice culture.

Members of this family belong to the Reformed church at xA.pple Creek,

Ohio, being liberal supporters of the same. Politically, Doctor Reinhardt is

a Republican, but he was reared a Democrat. He takes an abiding interest

in whatever tends to develop his community, and personally he is a pleasant

man to meet, friendly, generous and hospitable.

WILLIAM BIXLER.

The Bixler family have figured prominently in the affairs of Wayne
county since the early days, having established reputations for loyalty to

public enterprises and honorable dealing in all the avenues of life. .\ well

know'll name here is that of William Bi.xler, a native of Sugar Creek town-

ship, this county, w’here he was born on March 10, 1868, the son of Da\ id and

Magdalena (Hofstetter) Bixler, the former born in Sugar Creek township

in 1846 and the latter in the same vicinity in 1848: they grew up and married

there and have made their home in the same locality. Jacob Bixler. the

grandfather, was a native of canton Bern, Switzerland, having grown to

maturity there, ^coming to America in a very early day. shortly after his mar-

riage to Elizabeth Cammerman, and. making their way to the interior, set-

tled in Sugar Creek townshi]) where they lived until their deaths, haxing

developed a farm in the w ilderness. They were the parents of a large family,

about fifteen children.
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William Bixler, of this review, is the second member of a family of ten

children. He worked on the home farm during the crop season and attended

the neighboring schools in the wintertime, later studied at the Dalton high

school and the Smithville Academy. Having applied himself very assiduously

to his text-books, he made a very commendable record and fitted himself for

a career as teacher, becoming in due course of time one of the best known

local educators, his services having been in great demand. He taught nine

terms very successfully, pleasing both pupil and patron. He grew tired of the

schoolroom, however, and longed for the more untrammeled life of the hus-

bandman, consequently went back to the farm, closer to the heart of nature,

from whence many, especially those of the temperament of Mr. Bixler, derive

lessons of the higher sensibilities, reverence, courage, purity and hope. He
is the owner of a well tilled and well kept farm of seventy-three acres in

section 7, Sugar Creek township, where he carries on general farming with

wise discretion and foresight. He is a lover of good horses, and feeds them

for the market. He has a cozy and nicely furnished home and all the out-

buildings and farming machinery that his needs require.

Mr. Bixler was married in 1893 Caroline Amstutz, a lady of many
praiseworthy personal traits, a native of this county, where her birth occurred

in 1863. Three children have been born to this union, namely: Calvin, born

March 14. 1894; Dale, born December 3, 1898: Elma, born December 18,

1903-

In politics Mr. Bixler is a substantial Democrat and he is at this writing

the land appraiser of Sugar Creek township. Religiously he and his family

belong to the Mennonite church. He takes a great deal of interest in the

welfare of his township and owing to his genuine worth, his integrity and

friendly manner, he has the friendship of all who know him.

JOHN E. ETLING.

The men who have pushed forward the wEeels of progress have been

those to whom satisfaction lies ever in the future, who have labored continu-

ously, always finding in each transaction and transition state an incentive to

further effort. J. E. Etling, of this review', is one wdiose w^ell directed efforts

have gained for him a position of desirable prominence in his neighborhood

in Chippew^a township, Wayne county, wdiere he was born on the same place

that he now owns, January 12, 1859, the son of William and Abigail (Myers)

Etling, a complete history of the parents being found in the sketch of A.

Etling, appearing on another page of this work. Suffice it here to say that
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the ancestors of the subject were people of worth and influence and among

the leading residents of their respective communities.

J. E. Etling was educated in the district school No. 7, in Chippewa town-

ship, which he attended during the winter months, it being necessary for him

to assist with the work on the farm in the summer time. The work he did

with his father on the home place when a boy well fitted him for his subsequent

career as an agriculturist, he having began farming for himself at the age of

twenty-one, renting the home place, continuing thus for twelve years, when

he purchased the same, having prospered and saved his money until he then

had a good start. It was in April, 1892, that he bought the north half and in

1907 he purchased the south half, and he has since added to that until he is

now the owner of two hundred and four acres in one body in Chippewa town-

ship and as fine land as the township affords.

Mr. Etling has shown that he is an excellent manager by the manner in

which he has improved his land and the abundant harvests he has reaped

from his well cultivated fields and the excellent grade of livestock which he

markets from year to year, having carried on general farming and stock rais-

ing in a manner that shows him to be fully abreast of the times. He has a

commodious and well furnished residence and many good outbuildings. He
cleared twenty-five acres of the home farm, which is now all cleared but two

and one-half acres.

Mr. Etling was married in 1880 to Elizabeth Shafer, whose parents were

natives of Germany, though born in different provinces. They came to Wayne
county, Ohio, many years ago and became fairly prosperous and well known.

To Mr. and Mrs. Etling the following children have been born : Viola B.,

now Mrs. Frank Snyder, of Barberton, Ohio; W. B. married Mary Rich and

works for his father; Eva Grace married John Morningstar, of Canal Fulton,

this state; Charles W. married Ida Byler, of Barberton; Isa Abigail, who also

lives in Barberton, married Roliert Rasor; J. H. is living at home, as are also

Minnie Ethel, who married Mr. Frasse, and Jefferson G.

Politically, Mr. Etling is a Democrat, and he has lieen a member of the

school board and a trustee of Chippewa township, serving these offices to the

entire satisfaction of all and with much credit to himself.

DAVID H. WARFEL.

Success has been worthily attained by David H. Warfel, one of the

most progressive and liest known citizens of Greene township, Wayne county,

\ 1.0 is today r.ccounled one of tlie leading farmers here. To his energy, en-
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terprise, careful management and keen discernment his present station in life

is attributed. He started upon his career as an independent factor at the

bottom of the ladder, and is now, after meeting and surmounting many
obstacles that would have completely baffled others, the owner of a very

desirable farm property and a competency, and occupies a conspicuous place

in the front rank of successful agriculturists of this locality.

Mr. Warfel is a native of Stark county, Ohio, where he first saw the

light of day June 15, 1853. He is the son of Henry and Nancy (Horst)

Warfel. Henry Warfel was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, August

3, 1820. He grew to manhood and was educated there, coming to Wayne
county, Ohio, about 1856, settling in Greene township about i860 and living

there the remainder of his days. He was a very industrious man and be-

came the owner of one hundred acres of good land, developing it into one

of the choice places of the township. ,He was an influential man in his com-

munity, an unswerving Republican and a man who delighted to see others

prosper as well as himself and family. To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Warfel the

following children were born: Eliza, who became the wife of John Stuckey;

Frances is the wife of Marcus Adams; David.

David Warfel was reared on the old home farm in Greene township,

working with his father during the summer months when he became of

proper age, and attending the district schools during the winters until he

was twenty years of age, when he turned his attention exclusively to agri-

cultural pursuits.

The marriage of Mr. Warfel occurred in 1875 and it was solemnized

with Susie Miller, daughter of Jacob Miller, a highly respected citizen of

this county for many years. Mrs. Warfel was born in this county and

received her education in the home schools. This union has resulted in

the birth of three children, namely: Maggie L., wife of Wellrose Hunter, a

sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this w- ork
;
Harry, who is now' deceased,

married Emma Zimmerman
;

Icie Dell is a bookkeeper in Wooster, Ohio.

Mr. Warfel is a believer in education and he has given his children every

advantage possible and they have become Influential in the circles in which

they move. The mother of these children was called to her rest on February

8, 1888.

iMr. Warfel, like many another business man, has met wdth many dis-

couraging situations during his career, but the fabled fates could not crush him

and he ahvays plunged forward with a determination and a tact that won out

in the end, and today he is one of the substantial citizens of Greene town-

ship, having been very successful during the latter years, and he now owns
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four hundred and ten acres, under an excellent state of improvement. This

comprises three tracts, on each of which are splendid improvements. He has

so skillfully managed his crops that the soil has retained its original fertility.

He has a modern, comfortable and beautifully located home and substantial

outbuildings. He has been very successful in many deals, especially in the

handling of livestock, he having bought and disposed of a very large number

of draft horses, being an exceptionally good judge of such animals. Every-

thing about the place shows thrift and prosperity and that a gentleman of

excellent tastes and good management has its affairs in hand.

Personally, Mr. Warfel is regarded as scrupulously honest and he is

friendly to all with whom he comes into contact, thereby winning and re-

taining the good-will of his fellow citizens.

WELLROSE HUNTER.

Back to the interesting pioneer days is traced the Hunter lineage in

Wayne county and it is safe to say that no family has been more closely in

touch with the trend of events here in all the phases of development than

those who bear this name, for they have not labored alone for their individual

advancement, but also for the general good, thereby winning the highest

esteem of all with whom they came into contact. One of the best-known

members of the family today is Wellrose Hunter, who was born in East

Union township, Wayne county, April 28, 1870, the son of Henry and Mary

J. (Orr) Hunter. Henry Hunter was born in East Union township in 1844

and he has spent his life in this locality, residing now in Orrville, this county.

He has seen the country develop front a wilderness to its present prosperity,

and he himself took no small part in the upbuilding of the same, receiving

his just reward for labor thus expended.

Wellrose Hunter was the oldest of a family of three children, the other

two children being Nola and Della, the latter the wife of Will \\'right. The

subject of this sketch was reared on the home farm in East Union township,

where he began working when merely a boy. When he liecame of proper

age he attended the district schools in his native vicinity during the winter

months until he was twenty years of age, receiving a very good education

for he always applied himself in a very careful manner. He very early de-

cided to devote his life to farming and he has certainly made a success of

the same, now operating as line land as (Ireene township can boast, which
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he rents, and upon which he conducts a general farming business, and he is

also interested in the feeding of heavy draft horses, which he buys, feeds and

sells, no small part of his annual income being derived from this source,

for he is a good judge of that kind of animal and knows how to handle them.

Mr. Hunter was married in 1899 ^o Magdalena Warfel, daughter of

David Warfel, a well-known citizen of this county, and this union has re-

sulted in the birth of the following four children : Russel, who is nine years

old at this writing; Irene and Arline, twins, born in April, 1903; Harry was

born in February, 1907.

Mr. and Mrs. Hunter are members of the Lutheran church in East Union

township where they are faithful attendants. Politically, Mr. Hunter is a

Republican, and of recent years he has taken a very active part in his party’s

affairs,—in fact, he is always interested in whatever tends to the development

of his community and is always ready to lend a helping hand.

DUDLEY S. ORR.

The record of Dudley S. Orr is that of a man who by his own unaided

efforts worked his way from a modest beginning to a position of comparative

affluence and influence in the agricultural affairs of East Union township,

Wayne county. His life has been of unceasing industry and perseverance

and the systematic and honorable methods which he has followed have won

him the unbounded confidence of his fellow citizens.

Mr. Orr was born in East Union township, this county, December 20,

1874. and he has achieved success at a much earlier age than most men,

being yet young in years but ripe in experience. He is the son of W. C. and

Mary B. (Bott) Orr; the father was born in East Union township, Wayne
county, Ohio, and he was reared here and married in this vicinity and has

spent his life here. He and his wife became the parents of three children,

namely ; Laura, wife of Harry Jameson, of Apple Creek ; Ida, who mar-

ried a Mr. McCullough, is deceased.

Dudley S. Orr was reared on the home farm in East Union township,

which he worked when very young during the summer season, attending the

winter term of schools in that district in the meantime, but he managed to

get a very good education which has since been greatly supplemented by

general home reading and observation by coming in contact with the world.

When but a young man he started in life for himself and adopted farm-
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ing, which line of endeavor he has always followed, and, being a hard worker

and quick to see the trend of events, he has been very successful as an agri-

culturist and stock raiser. He now owns a neat little farm of thirty-seven

acres where he lives and another ef fine soil south of his home place in East

Union township, the latter farm consisting of ninety-three acres. He has a

very cozy home and a good orchard and garden,—in fact, everything to make

life on a farm desirable.

Mr. Orr was married to Bertha Carson, daughter of John Carson, a well-

known citizen in his community, their wedding occurring in the fall of 1895,

Mrs. Orr was born in the state of Pennsylvania, and when sixteen years of

age she came to Wayne county, Ohio, with her parents. To Mr. and Mrs.

Orr six children have been born, named as follows: Donald, Ross, Velma,

Wilbur, Cloyce and Rene.

Politically, Mr. Orr is a Republican, and he and his family are well

liked by all who know them, owing to their pleasant demeanor in mingling

with both stranger and neighbor.

LEVI S. RUDY.

Prominent among the worthy representatives of the pioneer element

that cleared the wilderness which covered the rich soil of Wayne county

and developed therefrom as fine farms as any state in the Union can boast,

is the Rudy family, who were also prominent in Lancaster county, Pennsyl-

vania, before migrating westward, and of tbe descendants of tbe same, Levi S.

Rudy, the well-known agriculturist and stock raiser of Sugar Creek town-

ship, is a representative and worthy of a conspicuous place in the present

volume. For many years he has been a forceful factor in the growth and

prosperity of the same, and as such his name and reputation have extended

far beyond the limits of the locality in which the greater part of his life

has been spent. He is the son of David Rudy and the grandson of Chris-

tian Rudy, who came to Ohio in 1832, a detailed history of each of whom
is to be found in the sketch of David Rudy, on another page of this work.

Levi S. Rudy -was born in Greene township, Wayne county, near Orrville,

October 8, 1843. worked on the home farm and attended the neighbor-

ing schools during the winter months, attending school in Orrville and Sugar

Creek township, and received a very good education, lie remained under

the parental rooftree until 1864, when he could no longer re|iress his patriotic
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pride, and enlisted in Company E, One Hundred and Sixty-ninth Regiment

Ohio Volunteers, and he did very creditable duty until his enlistment expired,

four months later, having during that period acted as guard at Fort Ethan

Allen and Fort Marcy. Returning to the home farm, he worked on the

same until his marriage, in the spring of 1867, to Eliza E. Erwin, who was

born in Sugar Creek township in April, 1846. After this event he rented

his father’s farm two years and then purchased the farm and there remained

for a period of forty years. He prospered from the first, the place con-

sisting of one hundred and sixty-three acres, on which he made all the im-

provements, and it is safe to say that no richer soil and no better improved

farm is to be found in Sugar Creek township. It has been so skillfully man-

aged that abundant harvests are reaped from year to year and the original

fertility of the soil has been retained. He has been a hard working man,

and no small part of his ample competency has been gained through the

successful handling of livestock, especially horses, which he buys, feeds and

sells, no trouble being experienced in making sales owing to the fine quality

of the animals he handles, being an excellent judge of a horse. He has on

the farm a beautifully located home which is cozy and well furnished, and

everything about the place shows that a gentleman of good taste and excel-

lent judgment has its management in hand. In fact, no more progressive and

up-to-date agriculturist could be found within the prescribed limits of Wayne
county. Mr. Rudy built a fine new residence, located a half mile east of Dal-

ton, into which he moved in the spring of 1909.

To Mr. and Mrs. Levi S. Rudy three sons have been born, namely:

Clyde, 1874; Guy, 1875; Merle, 1885. All received a good high school and

collegiate education and are well launched in business affairs.

Mr. Rudy is a member of the Presbyterian church at Dalton, this county,

being one of the ruling elders of the same and active in its various lines of

work, also a liberal supporter of the church, and takes an interest in Sun-

day school work. He belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic post at Dal-

ton. Politically he is a Republican. He is held in high esteem by all who

know him for his public spirit, his exemplary life and his genial disposi-

tion and generous nature.

WILLIAM HOSTETTLER.
1

A man who is eminently deserving of a place in this work is William

Hostettler, partly because he is the representative of an excellent old family

and partly because of his pronounced success in life in the face of obstacles



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1359

that would have made many another man falter, if not entirely overwhelmed

him. He is a native of Holmes county, which adjoins Wayne on the south,

his birth occurring October 26, 1844, the son of Christian Hostettler, who was

born in canton Berne, Switzerland, January i, 1801. He became a promi-

nent veterinary surgeon and later a practicing physician. He married Mar-

garet Pauli in 1822, and in 1834 they came to America, the voyage being a

long and tedious one owing to the primitive methods of ocean-going ves-

sels at that time, the trip requiring thirty-one days. They had heard of the

great opportunities that existed in Holmes county, Ohio, and at once came

here and purchased a piece of land, which Doctor Hostettler improved in

connection with his practice of medicine, in time becoming well fixed in

reference to the material things of life. His first wife died and he was mar-

ried again in 1852, his last wife having been known in her maidenhood as

Magdalena Hebiza. The Doctor became the father of nine children by his

first wife and seven by his second; they were; Elizabeth, John, Joseph, Anna,

Ulrich, Barbara, Peter, Mary, William, Susan, Amelia, Fred, Caroline and

Daniel.

William Hostettler was reared on the farm in Holmes county and when

ten years of age moved with his two brothers to East Union township. He
received a somewhat limited education in the common schools, principally

after he came to Wayne county. When fifteen years of age he worked on a

farm by the month, and thereby got a start in life. He was married March

16, 1875, to Mary A. Blosser, a sister of P. S. Blosser. The Blossers have

long been a highly respected family in this locality. IMr. and Mrs. Hostettler

have had no children of their own, but, out of the kindness of their hearts,

they reared a girl. Fairy T. D. Nusbaum, to the age of thirteen years, her

death occurring in 1892.

Mr. and Mrs. Hostettler started out in life with but little of this world's

goods; they rented land for six years, and, being hard workers and econom-

ical, they were enabled to save enough beyond living expenses to buy a farm in

Sugar Creek township, consisting of eighty acres, a part of which they went

in debt for, but, prospering here, the place has been paid for and greatly im-

proved, and here they have made a very comfortable living and have a cozy

home and everything in the way of livestock, jioultry and small fruits that

their needs require. However, they are now making their home in Dalton,

where they own one and one-half acres, but Mr. Hostettler keejis in close

touch with his farm. He has laid by an ample competency for his declining

years. In politics he is a Democrat, but he does not take a very active inter-
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est in political affairs. He and his wife are members of the Reformed church

at Mount Eaton, this county. They are highly respected by the congrega-

tion of this church and by all with whom they have come into contact, for

their lives have been led along worthy lines.

WILLIAM D. ROSIER.

Alany of the best and most progressive citizens of Wayne county, Ohio,

are of German and Irish descent and of this class William D. Rosier is de-

serving a place in the county's history owing to his life of industry and honor.

He was born in Dalton, Sugar Creek township, this county, in 1849, the son

of George and Sarah (Wilson) Rosier, natives of Shippensburg, Pennsyl-

vania, who came to Dalton, this county, in 1854. William D. Rosier’s pa-

ternal grandparents came to America from Germany and his maternal grand-

parents came from Ireland. George Rosier, father of William D., was an

undertaker and cabinetmaker in Dalton, Ohio, for a period of forty years,

having been very successful in his line. He and his wife each died at the age

of eighty-four years. The father was a Republican and a loyal Union man,

and the paternal grandfather was a soldier in the Mexican war. To George

Rosier and wife the following children were born : Mary Wadsworth, Sarah,

Alice, Bertha, William D. (subject), Frank, George and Charles, the last

named being deceased.

Alexander Wilson, brother of Mrs. George Rosier, moved to St. Paul,

Minnesota, in 1861 and there followed the trade of coppersmith, being at that

time the only skilled artisan in his line there, and he conducted a large busi-

ness. Four of his sons went through the Civil war in the Federal army and

they were later successful business and professional men in St. Paul.

William D. Rosier, of this review, was educated at Dalton, this county,

and early in life began carpentering and contracting, and for eight years he

was a lumber dealer. In 1894 he bought the farm he now owns, which con-

sists of one hundred and twenty acres, in Chippewa township, south of Easton.

It is one of the best in the neighborhood and has been so managed as to yield

rich reward for the labor expended upon it. Since purchasing this place Mr.

Rosier has devoted his attention exclusively to his agricultural and stock-rais-

ing pursuits, making a specialty of Holstein cattle, and he also keeps an ex-

cellent grade of other stock, for which he always finds a ready market, his

place, which is widely known as the Champion Hill Stock Farm, being one

of the “show” places in this vicinity.
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Mr. Kosier was married on March 18, 1875, to Susan Echard, daughter

of Peter and Margaret (Hartman) Echard, who came to this country from

Baden, Germany, in 1830. They lived three years in Chambersbnrg, Penn-

syh'ania, then settled two miles south of Dalton, Wayne county, Ohio; how-

ever, they silent some time in Chippewa township before going to Sugar Creek

township. Peter Echard bought timber land here and cleared it, on which he

farmed extensively and became well-to-do. To iMr. and Airs. Kosier the fol-

lowing citizens have been born: Elma, now Airs. G. H. Houser Emma, who

married Reuben Alesser; Alenvin, Ray and Ralph.

Air. Kosier is a Repulilican in politics: he has been school director in

Chippewa township and he was a member of the city council of Dalton for a

period of twelve years. In 1904 he was elected director of the infirmary, l)ut

he did not know that he was on the ticket until after the election. He is a

Repulilican and always acti\e in the party, and in all positions of public trust

in which he has been placed he has never betrayed the confidence of his con-

stituents. but has made a most efficient, careful and conservative official. He
and his wife are memliers of the Presbyterian church, and the former has been

identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows since 1874.

DAVID RUDY.

Among the citizens of Sugar Creek township, \'Vayne county, who have

built up a comfortable home and surrounded themselves with large evidences

of their thrift and ingenuity, few have attained a greater degree of success

or won a higher place in the citizenship of the community than David Rudy,

a member of one of the old and prominent families of this section of the

Buckeye state. He was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where mem-,

liers of the family have been well known for a century and a half, the date

of his birth being given as Deceml)er 21, 1816. Thus his life has been pro-

longed well toward the century mile-post, and now in its golden evening it

is a blessing to all those who come into contact with this upright and useful

patriarch—a link l)etween the ])rimitive ]>ast and the o])nlent ])resent. I le is

the son of Christian and Barbara (Alayers) Rndy, the former l)orn Dccem-

l:er 1, 1790, and the latter horn on September 27, i7<)3, both in Lancaster.

Pennsylvania. On October 9, 1834, Christian Rudy came to W’a_\ne countv,

Ohio, and located where the north edge of Dalton now extends. i)urchasing

( 86 )
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ninety acres, on which the family remained until the spring of 1835. when

they moved on the farm where David L. Rudy now lives. He secured a

good piece of land, which he greatly improved, making a comfortable home,

and he became prosperous, being an up-to-date farmer for his day, finally

becoming the owner of most of the land adjoining the town of Dalton, in

all eight hundred and forty-four acres. He also became the owner of three

hundred and twenty acres of land in Iowa. He is remembered as a very

liberal man, doing many acts of kindness for his neighbors. He was a mem-
ber of the Mennonite church, and politically a Whig, later a Republican when

that party was organized. The death of this excellent man occurred on

July 13, 1875, and that of his wife on October 3, 1858. They had a large

family, David Rudy, subject of this biographical review, being the second

in order of birth. He was a young man when he came with his parents to

Wayne county, Ohio. Here he assisted in clearing the land secured by his

father, attending the common schools during a brief time each winter until

he had obtained a fairly good education for those early days, most of his

education having been secured in Pennsylvania. He soon devoted all his

attention to farming. He delights to tell of the removal of the family from

their old home in Lancaster county to Wayne county, the trip overland

being made with a five-horse team which he drove. He assisted with the

work on the farm until he was twenty-three years of age.

Mr. Rudy was married on January 15, 1839, to Mary Martin, who was

born in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, September 9, 1819. Soon after-

wards David’s father gave him one of his farms, consisting of one hundred

and twenty-eight acres, on which he and his bride settled
;
prospering, they

added ninety acres to the same, where the city of Orrville now stands, and

at this writing Mr. Rudy is the owner of two hundred acres of fine land

where he now resides in Sugar Creek township. He operated a threshing ma-

chine very successfully for some time. In 1852 he bought his present farm

and in 1853 moved on the same. He met with the misfortune to lose his

right leg in J855, it being caught in the threshing machine, but notwithstand-

ing this handicap he managed to farm until his boys were large enough to

carry on the work.

Mr. and Mrs. Rudy became the parents of eight children, namely;

Henry, deceased: Fannie, deceased; Levi S., born October 8, 1843: Sarah,

born March 19, 1845; David C., born November i, 1846; Mary A., deceased;

Elizabeth M. and Barbara, deceased. All these children received a good

common school education. David C. married Julia Chatelain.
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Mr. Rudy is a member of the Mennonite church, and politically he is

a Republican. He is a man in whom the people of his neighborhood have

placed a great deal of confidence and he has settled thirty-one good estates.

He is well informed regarding the statutes of the state of Ohio, and he is

one of the most useful and honored men of Sugar Creek township.

ISAAC A. MYERS.

All credit is due the man who starts in life with but little of this world’s

goods and no influential friends to help him hew his career through the

avenue of obstacles that necessarily lie in wait along his future pathway,

and he who removes such barriers one by one and wins a place of respectabil-

ity and financial ease among his fellow men is undoubtedly the possessor of

strong characteristics. Such phraseology might well be applied to I. A.

Myers, a farmer and stock man of East Union township, Wayne county,

for we shall see by a brief study of his career that he has persevered on his

own account until success has crowned his efforts. He was born in Wooster

township, this county, March 17, 1866, the son of Milton and Catherine

(Kick) Myers, a well known family in that community.

I. A. Myers was reared on the home farm, where he began assisting

with the work during the crop seasons very early, and he attended the district

schools during the winter months, receiving a very good education. He
was ambitious to become a merchant and when twenty-one years of age

entered a dry goods store in Eulton county, Ohio, having been employed

by F. J. Dimkey, of Archliold, this state, and he remained in his employ for

a periocl of eight years, rendering very faithful service and learning much

regarding the mercantile business.

After leaving the store Mr. Myers returned to Wooster, Ohio, and mar-

ried Elizaheth A. Sands, daughter of J. W. Sands, long an influential citi-

zen of this county.

After his marriage, Mr. Myers rented land for one year, then moved to

East Union townshij) in 1895, where he has since remained. He owns the

old J. W. vSaii(].s farm of one hundred and nine acres, which he has greatly

improved and Imilt u]i the soil until it ranks well with the best farms in

tlie townshi]). He has a very comfortable home, good barn and outbuildings,

orchard, garden,—in fact, whatever goes to make a successful country jilacc.

No small part of M-r. Myers’ income is derived from his successful handling of
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livestock, which he buys, feeds and sells; being a good judge of stock, a care-

ful buyer and knowing how to properly manage all kinds of stock, he finds

a ready market for what he has to sell in that line, and he is widely known

in this locality and those adjoining as a stock man.

To Mr. and Mrs. Myers have been born two sons and one daughter,

Zoma, John and Anthony.

Fraternally, Mr. Myers is a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. Politically, he is a Democrat,

having long taken considerable interest in the success of his party locally,

and as a reward for his loyalty his fellow citizens gave him the office of

treasurer of East Union township, which position he held with much fidelity

and credit for a period of four years. He is one of the influential citizens

of this township.

GEORGE BRENIZER.

The respect which should always be accorded to the brave sons of the

North who left homes and the peaceful pursuits of civil life to give their

services, and their lives if need be, to preserve the integrity of the American

Union is certainly due the gentleman to a brief review of whose life the fol-

lowing lines are devoted. He proved his love and loyalty to the government

on the long and tiresome marches in all kinds of situations, exposed to sum-

mer’s withering heat and winter's freezing cold, on the lonely picket line a

target for the unseen foe, on the tented field and amid the flame and smoke

of battle, where the rattle of the musketry mingled with the terrible con-

cussion of the bursting shell and the deep diapason of the cannon’s roar made

up the sublime but awful chorus of death. Among these valiant defenders of

the Union and Old Glory was the subject of this sketch and he is eminently

entitled to representation in a work of this character.

George Brenizer is a native of Wayne county, Ohio, having been born in

Canaan township, and is the son of John, Jr., and Susan (Irvin) Brenizer,

John Brenizer, Jr., was born in Canaan township in 1821 and died in 1902,

w'hile his wife, who was born also in Pennsylvania November 7, 1821, died

March 24, 1878. The subject’s paternal grandfather, John Brenizer, Sr., was

of Pennsylvania-Dutch stock and was himself born in the Keystone state, from

whence he c'une to Wayne county, Ohio. The subject’s maternal grandfather.

Geo'.'ge Irvin, was a native of Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, and came to

Wayne county in an early day. John Brenizer, Jr., was a carpenter by trade.
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but eventually went to farming, buying a farm of one hundred and sixty acres

in Canaan township. To this he later added sixty acres and he cultivated this

farm until late in life, when he disposed of it. He was a Democrat in politics

U]i to the candidacy of Abraham Lincoln, when he became a Republican and

afterwards voted that ticket. He was a member of the Dunkard or German

Baptist church. He was the father of nine children, namely ; Catherine,

George (the subject of this sketch), John F., Samuel. Edmond A., Franklin,

Albert L., Clara E. and one that died in infancy unnamed.

George Brenizer of this review received his education in the district

schools of his home neighborhood, his studies being interrupted at the age

of seventeen years by the outbreak of the Civil war. The firing on Fort Sum-

ter had fired all his youthful patriotism and on October 8, 1862, he enlisted

in Company A, Sixteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. In the

engagement at Chickasaw Bayou, Kentucky, under Morgan and DeCour-

sey, he supported a battery and later participated in a charge, during which he

received severe wound in the head caused by the explosion of a shell, render-

ing him unconscious and causing him to be left on the field as dead. For three

days he lav there unconscious and finally was placed with hundreds of dead

in a trench for burial by his comrades. Franklin Feeman, a drummer boy

of his regiment, came along and was looking over the faces of the dead to

see whom he recognized, when he thought he saw signs of life in Mr. Brenizer.

Help was summoned and the injured man was carried to the camp fire, for it

was in the cold of winter. The warm fire aroused Mr. Brenizer so that he

showed unmistakable signs of life and he was at once taken to the hospital

boat and thence conveyed to the Stearns Hospital at Paducah, Kentucky.

There shattered pieces of skull were removed from the right side of his head

and he began slowly to recover, although the surgeons prophesied his death.

Four months afterwards he was taken to the City Hospital at Columbus. Ohio,

where he began to convalesce, and two weeks later he was removed to the

hospital at Camp Denison, where he remained until aide to travel, when he

went to Cincinnati and was there formally discharged from the service. After

his return home he still felt the effects of his terrible wound, being partially

paralyzed on the left side of his body, but this disability gradually left him, in

a measure, though for several years he was unable to do any heavy work and

still feels its effects. Eventually, however, he took up farm work and later

worked at the car])entering business, being naturally an adept in the use of

tools. lie engaged in school teaching, being so emjiloyed during four terms,

and then did some canvassing. I le is now living practically retired, and is
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living in Pleasant Home, Congress township, where he lives in a comfortable

home. He is a man whom to know is to honor and he enjoys the confidence

and regard of all who know him.

On the 7th of June, 1870, Mr. Brenizer was united in marriage with Eliza-

beth Ellen Atkinson, who was born February 18, 1847, at Wooster, Ohio, the

daughter of James T. and Mary (Long) Atkinson, residents of that city,

where both died. To this union have been born two children, namely : George

Elvin, born April 18, 1871, a machinist, and Appalonia Grace, born November

26, 1876, w'ho is the wife of Frank Weltmer, a farmer of this county.

In politics Mr. Brenizer is a supporter of the Republican party when

national politics are involved, but in local elections he votes for the man best

qualified for office. He is opposed to the liquor traffic and whenever possible

casts his ballot against the liquor interests. His religious connection is with

the Methodist Episcopal church. Socially he is a member of Wooster Post

No. 133, Grand Army of the Republic, in which he has served as post chaplain

and assistant inspector. Mr. Brenizer is a quiet, unobtrusive citizen, busily

occupied with his owm affairs, and is now enjoying that rest which he has

so richly earned.

AMANDUS W. BRENNEMAN.

It was a tedious, difficult, if not a dangerous journey wffiich John R.

Brenneman, father of the gentleman whose name initiates this sketch, took

when he left his native hills in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1837,

and came overland across rugged heights and through well-nigh fordless

streams, wending his way westward to the newer and inviting county of

Wayne in the Buckeye state. But he was a man of courage and determina-

tion and consequently he was not appalled at the vast stretches of wilderness

that confronted him here, but, like the sterling pioneer that he was, he at

once set to work with a will and soon had a good start. Settling in Greene

township, he later moved to East Pinion township, where he lived the re-

mainder of his days, battling with a resisting nature until he won from the

soil not only a good living for himself and family, but something to lay by

for the days when old age forbade him taking an active part in the

affairs of life. He married Eliza AValter and to them eleven children were

born, eight of whom lived to maturity.

Amandus W. Brenneman, one of the number, was born in East Union

township, this county, August 20, 1854. The other children were Elva A.,
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Charles, Walter; Ellen became the wife of Elmer McAfee (deceased)
;
Emma

A. married W. C. Orr ; William married twice, first to Lois Shreve, who
died, after which event he married Lizzie Mnsselman

;
Erank married Cora

Stauffer; Ida has remained single: Mary is the wife of E. J. Steele; Samuel

married Nettie Redwine.

Amandus W. Brenneman was reared on the old homestead and a great

deal of work fell to him on the farm, which he performed uncomplainingly,

—

in fact, he took naturally to farming and did not care to do anything else

;

he also delighted to accompany his father on his trips with his threshing

machine about the country. But he found time in the midst of his active

life as a boy to attend the district schools, later going to school at Smith-

ville, Ohio. Applying himself very diligently to his studies, he became

equipped for a teacher, which he followed for three years, but not finding

the life of a teacher exactly to his tastes, he turned his attention to farming

and also to carpentering, which he has since continued, the two making him

an excellent living and permitting the laying by of a competency for his

old age.

Mr. Brenneman was married in 1883 to Savilla M. Bechtel, who had

been married to H. Brenneman. She is the daughter of John Bechtel, a

well-known citizen of Orrville, this county. She became the mother of one

child by her first marriage, Bertha M., born in 1880, and died in 1909; she

had married J. C. Odenkirk. Two children have been born to i\Ir. and Airs.

Amandus W. Brenneman, namely: Harriet E., born in August, 1891. and

Allen J., born in September, 1897.

Mr. and Mrs. Brenneman are members of the East Union Lutheran

church, the former being one of the elders and a liberal supporter of the

same. Politically, he is a Republican, and he served as trustee of Greene

township at one time, and he is at this writing the land appraiser of East

Union township. He has always proved worthy of all trusts reposed in

him, being honest and industrious.

GUY AL RUDY.

'I’he well-directed efforts of Guy M. Rudy, one of the best known of the

younger generation of agriculturists of Sugar Creek townshi]), W'ayue county,

have brought him success, his life demonstrating what ma\- be accomplished bv

the man of energy and ambition, who is not afraid to work and has the perse-
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verance to continue his labors, CYen in the face of seemingly discouraging

obstacles, possessing many of the sterling traits of his honored ancestors

who have figured prominently in the affairs of this locality since the pioneer

days. He is the son of Levi S. Rudy and the grandson of David Rudy, and

the great-grandson of Christian Rudy, who was the first member of this

family to settle in Wayne county, Ohio, where he came from Lancaster

county, Pennsylvania. For a full history of these ancestors the reader is

directed to the sketch of David Rudy, on another page of this work. Guy
M. Rudy was born August 8, 1875, in Sugar Creek township, on the farm

where he now resides, and is the second son of Levi S. and Elizabeth (Ervin)

Rudy. When he arrived at the proper age he assisted on the farm during

crop seasons and in winter he attended the district schools until he was

about eighteen years of age, then he spent one term in the Dalton high school

;

he was a good student and obtained a fairly serviceable education. After

completing his education, Mr. Rudy turned his attention to farming and

stock raising, which he has since followed in a most successful manner.

Mr. Rudy was married in 1899 to Lulu King, who was reared near

^^Ast Lebanon, Wayne county, but she was born near Mount Eaton, this state,

Alay 21, 1877. Her people have long been influential in that vicinity. She

received a good common school education. This union has resulted in the

birth of three daughters, Maude, born October 3, 1901 ;
Ethel, born June 19,

1903; Mary, born August 10, 1905.

Mr. and Mrs. Rudy are members of the Presbyterian church at Dalton,

of which Mr. Rudy has served as trustee. In politics he is a Republican,

and takes considerable interest in the local affairs of his party.

As a farmer Air. Rudy has been abreast of the times in every respect,

owning an excellent farm, well improved and well managed, which yields

abundant crops from year to year. He is also interested in stock, especially

horses and Jersey cows. He finds a ready market for his stock owing to

the fine qualit}- of the same. Air. Rudy is a young man of fine character-

istics and is well liked by the people of his community who have known him

since childhood, and can vouch for his big conception of true American

manhood.

PHILIP G. TAWNEY.

One of the most successful farmers and best known citizens of Chippewa

township, Wayne county, is Philip G. Tawney, who was horn August 28 ,

1856, on the farm where he now resides and which he owns, the son of Abra-
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ham and Margaret ( Sickman) Tawney, the former born in Stark county.

Ohio, in 1826, and the latter where the Lutheran cemetery is now located, in

Baughman township, Wayne county, in 1823. The paternal grandparents of

the subject were John and Christina Tawney, the former a native of Maryland

and the latter of Pennsylvania. The father of John Tawney came with his

wife and children to Stark county, Ohio, in 1814. There John Tawney was

married in 1818 to Christina Slusser, who was born in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-

vania. In 1835 John Tawney and family came from their home south of

Canton, Ohio, and bought the farm of one hundred and fifty-seven acres where

Philip G. Tawney now lives, having purchased the same from a man who
entered it from the government in 1822. It was still nearly all in timber when

John Tawney came into possession of it, and he deadened the trees, later cut

and burned them and made a home in the wilderness, building a barn in 1842

which is still standing and in use, the foundation having been made of straw,

clay and large stones. The subject’s maternal grandparents were Philip and

Hannah (Critz) Sickman, the former born in Allegheny county, Pennsyl-

vania, and the latter in Washington county, that state. They came to Wayne

county, Ohio, in an early day, having been preceded many years to this locality

by the great-grandfather Sickman, who bought two farms, then returned to

Pennsylvania and sent his two sons, Philip
(
grandfather of the subject) and

John, to take possession of them. Philip sold his place in Wayne county and

went to Medina county, Ohio, and he died about 1859, his wife dying about

1872 or 1873.

Abraham Tawney, father of Philip G. Tawney, came to Wayne county,

this state, with his parents and has since lived on the homestead, retiring some

years ago from active business. When he first came here the country was

almost a wilderness, and most of the houses were built of logs. When new-

comers arrived, especially from Pennsylvania, the neighbors would assist in

building their houses, which was the prevailing custom. There was plenty

of game. The early settlers hauled grain to Canal Fulton liefore the canal was

built, up to about 1828. In his younger days Abraham Tawney was a car-

penter and he helped to erect several of the larger liarns in his neighliorhood.

He cut grain witli a sickle and cradle, and at one time he and Henry Sickman

cradled sixty acres of wheat in five and a quarter days. In 1846 Mr. Tawney

worked in a warehouse at Canal Fulton, sleejung on the counters in the store,

and he used to handle wheat in two and three bushel sacks, day and night, for

fifty cents per day, working from four o’clock in the morning until ten o'clock

at night. He always liked to tell of the trip the family made from their old

home in the Keystone state, which was made overland in wagons, reiiuiring
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several weeks. The father of Abraham Tawney made one trip to Baltimore,

klarvlar.d, and returned on foot, walking from four o’clock in the morning

until eight o’clock at night each day. Abraham Tawney was a Whig and later

became a Republican, taking an active interest in local political matters, but he

never sought office. His father voted for General Jackson first, but was later

a Whig. Several generations back the Tawney family were members of the

Reformed church; the father and grandfather of the subject, however, were

memliers of the Methodist church, and many campmeetings have been held by

the Methodists on the farm of the elder Tawneys. On the Sickman side of

the house the family were members of the Lutheran church;

John J. Sickman, son of Philip and Hannah Sickman, was born in Wayne
county, Ohio, June i8, 1821, and died at his home in Marshall county, Indiana,

December 13, 1894. in his seventy-fourth year. His wife departed this life on

September i, 1894. He was married to Elizabeth Kinney, August 28, 1844,

and to this union five children were horn, three boys and two girls, all of whom
are living except the oldest daughter, who died in infancy. He moved from

Wayne county, Ohio, to Pulaski county, Indiana, in the fall of 1848, living

there for over nineteen years, after which he moved to Marshall county, Indi-

ana, where he lived in Tippecanoe township until his death. In August, 1862,

he enlisted in Company B, Eighty-seventh Regiment Indiana Volunteer In-

fantry, in which he served until honorably discharged from the service. While

in the army he contracted a disease from which he never recovered. In early

life he united with the Methodist Episcopal church, and he remained a con-

sistent Christian. He was a member of James Shields Post, Grand Army of

the Republic. He is buried at Pleasant Hill cemetery. He was a good man
and had no enemies that he knew of.

Mrs. Hanna Sickman died in River Styx, Wayne county. May 28, 1874,

in her seventy-second year. She was born in Washington county, Pennsyl-

vania. and emigrated to Ohio when thirteen years of age. In her fourteenth

year she was married to Philip Sickman, by whom she had fourteen children,

nine of whom survived her. When these parents married they commenced

life in the wilderness in what is now Baughman township, this county. They

had when they commenced, their “clearing," one horse, a saddle, an ax and a

gun. They lived upon the farm they cleared up until 1850, when they sold

it and bought and moved upon what is known as the “Canada Smith" farm,

in Montville. Mr. Sickman was a sterling character and for many years he

had but one shirt, and often when out at work and a rain came on he would

pull it off, place it under a log to keep it dry ; this man finally got to be worth

thirty thousand dollars. IMrs. Sickman was a woman of more than ordinary
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ability—order and promptness were the leading traits of her character. She

was a member of the Lutheran church nearly all her life. She was charitable

and kind to the poor. She was patriotic and sent five of her sons into the

Union army, two of whom, Jonas and Barnhart, died wdfile in the service.

She was a truly good woman and her end was that of the tried and true

Christian.

Philip G. Tawney, the immediate subject of this sketch, was educated in

No. 7 school, Chippewa township. He began farming early in life and has

always lived on the old place, which he has worked. He formerly did a great

deal of sheep shearing, but now follows farming only. In May, 1901, he

boujht the home place, his mother having died in 1900. She and Mr. Taw-

ney had lived together fifty-two years, and the parents of Philip G. Tawney

and three other couples whose farms all practically joined all celebrated their

golden wedding anniversaries wdthin eight years. Now- only Abraham Taw-
ney and two of the wddow'S of the neighbors of the four couples are living.

The father is now eighty-five years old.

Philip G. Tawney was married in March, 1901, to Irena Kauffman,

daughter of Adam Kauffman, wdiose father came to this county from Penn-

sylvania and located in Franklin towmship, near wdiat is now the Agricultural

Experiment Station, their advent in this county having lieen in 1829. His

wife was Serenda Carpenter, whose people w'ere nati\es of Virginia. The

Kauffman people were from Pennsylvania. Mrs. Philip G. Kauffman was

living in Wood county, Ohio, when she was married. This union has re-

sulted in the birth of one child, Inez Jane.

Mr. Tawney is a member of the Lutheran church and a Republican in

politics. He delights to recall incidents of former days and talks interestinglv

of his forefathers. He remembers when the first mower and Irinder was

brought to the Tawney farm. His paternal grandfather pounded out the bul-

lets he used in hunting. In his day all kinds of game w as abundant here and

the old pioneer shot many deer roundabout, and the father of the subject at one

time killed nine s(|uirrels in one tree. Both the Tawney and Sickman families

have always borne excellent reputations and had hosts of friends throughout

this locality.

ALBERT M. RUDY.

In all the relations of life Albert Rudy, a well-known farmer of Sugar

Creek towmshi]), Wayne county, has commanded the respect and confidence of

those with wdiom he has been brought into contact. His capable manage-
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ment of his own business interests and his sound judgment have brought to

him prosperity- for lie is a hard worker and has always had the interests of

liis community at heart. He is the representative of an excellent old family,

members of which have figured prominently in the affairs of this and Lam
caster county, Pennsylvania, for at least four generations. The birth of

.\lbert M. Rudy occurred in Sugar Creek township, this county, November

i8, i860. He is the son of Daniel L. Rudy, who came to Sugar Creek town-

ship, Wayne county, in 1832, from Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, with his

father, Christian Rudy, a hardy pioneer, who obtained land here in the

wilderness and became a prosperous farmer. Daniel L. Rudy also became a

well-to-do farmer.

Albert M. Rudy was the third member of his father’s family, and

when he became of proper age he worked on the home farm, attending the

(hstrict schools during the winter months until he had received a fairly good

education. He later attended the graded schools at Dalton for four years.

From the age of twenty-one to twenty-six years he worked for his father

and thus became well grounded in the basic principles of agriculture, which

he has made very successful ever since.

Mr. Rudy was married December 14, 1886, to Margaret Saurer, the

daughter of Abraham Saurer, a well-known and highly respected citizen of

East Union township, where Mrs. Rudy was reared and where she attended

school. Her birth occurred in 1863. This union has resulted in the birth of

four sons, namely: Raymond, May 10, 1888; Troy, December 10, 1890;

Allen, 1891, and Warren, January i, 1894. They have all received good

educations in the common schools.

Mr. Rudy is the owner of a very valuable farm of eighty acres, on

which is located the Dalton coal mine. No. 14. General farming is carried

on very successfully, and a large part of Mr. Rudy’s annual income is de-

rived from the sale of his heavy draft horses, which he buys and feeds, always

finding a ready market for them owing to their excellent quality. He is re-

garded as an excellent judge of livestock, especially horses.

Politically, he is a Republican, and he and his wife are members of the

Pre.shyterian church at Dalton, being highly esteemed members of the local

congregation.

DANIEL A. SOMMER.

The motto, “Merit always commands its reward,” is strikingly exempli-

fied in the modest career of D. A. Sommers, a business man of much influ-

ence locally in Wayne county. He early learned that knowledge, backed
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1>3' well-directed energy, is the key with which the poor boy could open the

door of success and cull its choicest fruits, and although he began life in a

rather humble way, he is now very comfortably situated and enjoys a liberal

jiatronage as a merchant and business man in the town of Kidron, Sugar

Creek township, in which locality he was born on January 16, 1861, the

son of Abraham and Elizabeth (Lehman) Sommer. The former was the

son of Isaac Sommer, who was born in Switzerland, and who came to the

United States in an early day and devoted the rest of his life to farming

here.

D. A. Sommer was the next to the youngest of his father's family, and

he was reared on the home farm in section 16, Sugar Creek township, which

he assisted in developing, having begun work on the same very early, but

he found time to attend the district schools during the winter months and

became fairly well educated.

When he reached maturity Mr. Sommers married Mary Saltzman, who
was born and reared in Sugar Creek township, whose father was long an

influential citizen in his community. This union has resulted in the birth of

three children, namely: Alvin B., born January 2, t888; Carrie, born June

24, 1891 ; Willis, born October 28, 1893.

Mr. Sommer started in life as a farmer and continued in that line of

endeavor until 1902, making a success of its diversified phases, but he long

entertained a desire to enter the mercantile life, and, when an opportunity

presented itself in 1902, he took advantage of the same and purchased a

stock of goods at Kidron, Sugar Creek township, having since given his

almost exclusive attention to the same. He has huilt up an extensive trade

with the surrounding community and he always keeps a carefullv selected

stock of goods which he displays neatly in his well-kept place of business,

and the fact that his trade has constantly increased is a criterion that he

is gi''ing his customers the worth of their money and at the same time

accords them courteous treatment. He very creditably ser\-ed as acting ])ost-

master of Kidron for a period of three years. He owns four acres of land,

on a part of which his store building stands. This furnishes opportunitv

for a good garden, orchard, etc. Mr. Sommer is ])rcsident of the Kidron

Telephone Comjiany. which is incorporated and which is well patronized

throughout this \-icinity, much of its success being due to bis efficient man-

agement : but it is in the proper handling of his large stock of general mer-

chandise that his excellent business qualities are brought out.

Politically, Mr. Sommer is a Democrat, acti\e in the affairs of his party,

and he very ca])ably served as trustee of Sugar C'reek township for two terms.
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WILLIAM A. BARDEN.

The enterprise of AVilliam A. Barden has been crowned by success, as

the result of rightly applied principles which never fail in their ultimate effect

when coupled with integrity, uprightness and a congenial disposition, as they

have been, done in the present instance, judging from the high standing of

Mr. Barden among his fellow citizens whose undivided esteem he has justly

won and retained, being one of the leading agriculturists of Plain township,

\Vayne county ; also one of the leading school teachers of the same.

William A. Barden was born in Stark county, Ohio, in 1865. He is

the son of William Barden, whose sketch appears in full on another page

of this work. Young Barden attended the common schools, receiving a good

primary education in district school No. 5, Plain township, into which com-

munity he moved when a small boy with his parents, who located on a farm

there. Lie also attended the Shreve high school for one year, also the West

Salem high school, and he took one term at the Ada Normal School, also tak-

ing a business course in one of the leading business colleges of Oberlin, Ohio,

thus receiving an excellent text-book training, for he applied himself very

carefully, lieing cmbitious to get a good education in order that he might

become a teacher. While attending school he worked on the home farm

during the summer months.

]\Ir. Barden began teaching in 1886 and he has taught every year since

that time with the exception of three years, having done all of his teaching

in the three districts. Nos. 5, 9 and 10 of Plain township, his services having

been in great demand, for Mr. Barden has the happy faculty of pleasing both

pupil and patron. He is well grounded in the fundamental principles of peda-

gogics, and he is a master in the art of elucidation. He always kept well

abreast of the times, being a wide reader of general scientific and literary

subjects; he also keeps well informed on agricultural and horticultural sub-

jects and his farm is a model owing to his knowledge of such subjects and

their practical application, which he carries out, having followed farming

for se^’eral years, now owning a highly improved and very productive place

consisting of one hundred and ninety-five acres in Plain township, just west of

Blachleyville. He carries on general farming in a way that stamps him as

a gentleman of sound judgment and industry, and about his place may be

found some excellent varieties of livestock and poultry, in which he takes

considerable interest. He has a cozy and substantial home and a good barn

and outbuildings.
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In 1898 Mr. Barden was united in marriage with Nora Swart, daughter

of Casper L. Swart, of Plain township. She is a sister of A. C. Swart, men-

tioned in detail in this work. She was reared and educated in this county and

she has proven to be a worthy helpmeet in every respect to her enterprising

husband.

Mr. Barden is a member of the Evangelical church and a liberal supporter

of the Jiame, and fraternally he is a member of the Knights of Pythias. He
is loyal to the principles of the Republican party

;
however, he does not find

time for office seeking, being content to devote his attention to his many indi-

vidual affairs, but always doing what he can toward the general good of the

community.

ALONZO D. HORN.

The Horn family have been identified with the development of Wayne
county, Ohio, from the early days, especially the western portion, and each

member has been careful to prudently guard the honorable traditions of their

worthy ancestors. They are known as a hard working, peaceable and neigh-

borly people, always taking an interest in whatever looks to the welfare of

their community. The immediate subject of this biography, Alonzo D. Horn,

was born in Reedsburg, Plain township, this county, in 1855, the son of

David and Lydia (Ewing) Horn. His paternal grandparents were John

and Katy Horn, who came from near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and settled

near Jeromeville, i\shland county. Ohio, in an early day, having made the

trip overland in covered wagons. They later moved to Spencerville, In-

diana, where John Plorn died, after an active life as a farmer.

David Horn, father of the subject, was a wagonmaker by trade, having

followed this successfully in both Jeromeville and Reedsburg for a period

of forty years, the products of his labors having been eagerly sought for, ow-

ing to his great .skill in that line. His death occurred in Reedsliurg. Al-

though lie lived a ([uiet life, he was an active member of the Lutheran church

and in jiolitics he was a Democrat. The maternal grandparents of Alonzo

I). Horn were William and Katy Ewing, who came to Ohio from Pennsyl-

vania in an early day, settling in .\shland county, south of Jcrome\'ille, where

they remained the re.st of their lives. In his early life Mr. Ewing was a

teamster, but later a farmer, having cleared a tract of land south of leromc-

ville.
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Alonzo D. Horn was educated in the schools of Reedsburg and he very

early began farming, which he has always continued, having been successful

not only in general farming but also in stock raising, especially horses, of

which he is an excellent judge and which he keeps a large number of, always

finding a ready market for them, owing to their high-grade equalities. He is

now the owner of a fine and highly-improved farm of one hundred and sev-

enty-six acres in the edge of Reedshurg. He has a splendid home and out-

buildings sufficient for his every reejuirement, his place showing that a man of

excellent taste has its management in hand.

Mr. Horn was married in 1877 to Emma Della Baker, a native of Plain

township, the daughter of an old and highly honored family. To Mr. and

Mrs. Horn the following children have been born: Elva, Esta, Miner, and

Mila, rvho died November 26, 1908. Mrs. Horn died October 3, 1909, and

was buried in the beautiful cemetery at Reeds. She was a lady of beautiful

character, highly esteemed by all who knew her. She was a member of the

Disciple church. Mr. Horn is a Democrat, but he has never aspired to offices

of public trust, preferring to devote his attention exclusively to his individual

affairs.

JACOB FRICK.

In the constant and laborious struggle for an honorable competence and a

creditable name on the part of business or professional men, there is little to

attract the reader in search of a sensational chapter, but to a mind thoroughly

awake to the true meaning of life and its responsibilities there are noble and

imjierishable lessons in the career of an individual who, early thrown upon

his own resources and without other means than a sound mind, fertile per-

ceptive faculty and a true heart, conquers adversity and not only wins a

prominent jiosition in the industrial world, but what is ecpially as great, the

deserved esteem and confidence of his fellow men. Such a man was Jacob

Frick, for many decades a prominent Inisiness man of Wayne county, who has

l)een called to close his earthly accounts and take up his abode in the “window-

less p'^laces of rest.” His name was long so intimately associated with the

material and civic interests of the community where he resided, as to reflect

great credit upon the locality, and at the same time gain him the undivided

respect of all who knew him because of his well directed life.
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Mr. Frick was horn four miles east of West Union, Westmoreland

county, Pennsylvania, December 17, 1834. His parents were of German an-

cestry, and his father followed the trade of blacksmith throughout his life.

Jacob, who was among the younger members of the family, was cast upon his

own resources at the age of eighteen, his father being- in somewhat humble

circumstances. He recei\'ed but a limited education and knew no trade, con-

sef[uently hard work was allotted to him; he first hired out to do farm work

for two years at very meager wages, and in order to get a start he economized

and saved his money. He moved with his father and the rest of the family

to Hancock county, Ohi(.», in 1855, and in that year the father died, and young,

h'rick again took up hard work, first driving a team about the village of A’an

Buren, in the al'ove named county, receiving the sum of six dollars per month

in wages, and he followed this for twelve months. Having an ambition to

enter the mercantile field, he sought and found em])loyment in a produce and

dry goods establishment, as a clerk and general subaltern, being detailed prin-

ci])ally as egg-packer, lard-receiver, etc. He continued at this about one year,

during which time the proprietor died. Then Mr. Frick, although with small

capital and limited experience, resolved to start in business for himself. Ac-

cordingly he opened a provision store of his own, and met with encouragng

success from the first. .About a year later his brother joined him in the store,

and they enlarged their sphere of business, embracing within its circle a drv

goods department, and did an excellent business for about three years.

Mr. l’'rick, seeking a broader field for his business enterprise, came to

Wayne county, Ohio, in 1859, and located at Smitlwille, and at once emliarked

in the mercantile business, soon enjoying a large share of the dry goods trade

of that section of the county. .-After following this for one year, he gave np

merchandising and began buying and selling grain, for which he seemed to

ha\’e a special ability and aptitude, his first labors in this line being at the

“Summit," northeast of W'ooster, but, desiring a point where conveniences

would be more ample and facilities more inviting, he established himself in

W'ooster in the spring of 1865, where he continued in the grain and milling

business for thirty years. In 1881 he purchased a controlling interest in the

W'ayne County National Bank and l)ecame its ]>resident, which office he filled

with signal success until the time of his death.

.Mr. Frick was a man wlio e\-eryhody trusted implicitl}', for Ids life was

exeni])lary in every res])ect. Mis death, whicli occurred on N’o\eml)er
1 7,

Kjoi, was a distinct loss to the commnnity in which he had labored so long

and successfully, and his memory w ill long he chei'ished b\- all w ho knew him

(87)
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JOHN A. KISTER.

The gentleman whose name forms the caption of this biography did not

feel the call of the unseen wanderlust in his youth like so many boys, who
become impatient to leaue their parental rooftree and seek uncertain fortunes

in distant lands, but he was content to remain in his native vicinity, which

he has seen develop in a wonderful manner during the past half century.

The birth of John A. Kister occurred on October 7, 1850, in Millbrook,

Wayne county. He is the son of George C. and Mary Ann (Smith) Kister,

the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Virginia, each repre-

senting fine old families. The paternal grandparents lived and died in the

old Keystone state, while the maternal grandparents, John Smith and wife,

came to Alillbrook, Ohio, where Mr. Smith followed his trade of carpenter

and reared a family of boys, all of whom, to some extent, followed the same

trade. Here John Smith lived until his death. His son, R. H. Smith, was

a soldier in the Civil war. A brother, R. H. Smith, lived in Virginia during

the war and was a strong Union man. George C. Kister, father of John A.,

was educated in Pennsylvania. In 1833 he came to- Wayne county, Ohio,

on foot, and settled in Millbrook, where he first followed working on a farm,

later becoming a distiller. He was a Republican and a member of the Meth-

odist Episcopal church, and led a cjuiet life. His family consisted of three

daughters and one son.

John A. Kister was educated in the Millbrook .schools and at Smithville

and Shreve academies. He applied himself very carefully to his studies and

received a good education. After leaving school he devoted himself to the

trade of millwright. In 1880 he began the manufacture of some specialties

in mill machinery and he has built up an extensive local business. He is asso-

ciated with two of his sons and they operate a chop mill and cider press,

having the reputation as the best makers of corn meal in Wayne county,

and they enjoy a liberal patronage throughout this vicinity.

Something of the natural inventive talent of the subject is learned from

the fact that he has invented several excellent machines for milling. In the

early eighties he patented a “middlings purifier,” which has been extensively

used by mill men, and to some extent he has continued the manufacture of

his inventions. He has prospered in a financial way owing to his close atten-

tion to his business and he is the owner of an excellent farm of one hundred

and seventy acres, one-half mile west of Millbrook. He has managed this in

a very skillful manner, rotating his crops and employing all the up-to-date

methods of farming, until he has one of the choice farms of the township.

He has a modern dwelling and substantial outbuildings.
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Mr. Kister was married on January 15, 1879, to Emily Samis, who was

born in Canada, the daughter of James Samis, a Baptist minister and a prom-

inent man in his community. To Mr. and Mrs. John A. Kister the following

children have been born : Melvis S., who was a member of Company H,

Eighth Regiment Ohio Infantry, who took part in the Cuba campaign dur-

ing the Spanish-American war. Later he went to the Philippine islands and

was a recruit in the Twelfth United States Infantry. He made an excellent

soldier and on a return trip home, en route from Manila to San Francisco, he

died on the Pacific ocean of a chronic disease contracted in the tropics, and he

was brought to Millbrook, Ohio, where he was buried. The other children

are, Guy S. is living at home and is in business with his father; James L. has

also remained with his father; Mabel M. is living at home. The father and

the two sons work together in the shop and in the millwright business. They

have been very successful in all their undertakings. Mrs. J. Kister died

September 10, 1898, and was buried in Millbrook cemetery. She was a mem-
ber of the Baptist church. Fraternally, Mr. Kister is a member of the Free

and Accepted Masons, the chapter and the council. He is a Republican in

politics. He has always taken more or less interest in the affairs of his coun-

ty, and he is now a member of the board of education, having accepted the

place three different times.

WILLIAM BARDEN.

Of all the foreign nations that have sent their citizens to America there

is no question but that England has had more to do with our development

than any other, and wherever her sons have dispersed in our constellation of

states they have been among the most welcomed newcomers, for they are

enterprising, cool, calculating, persistent and, as a rule, people of the best per-

sonal traits. One of this vast number deserving specific mention in this his-

tory was the late William Barden, long a highly respected citizen of Plain

township. Pie was born in England in 1840, and he is the son of William

and Ann (Ralph) Barden, both born in England. They came to America in

18^2, coming westward to Ohio and settling at Massillon, where they con-

tinued to reside, at which place the father worked at various occupations.

They brought eight children with them to this country. The latter part of

the life of the father of the subject was spent on a farm near Massillon and he

ended his days there, becoming fairly well fixed in reference to this world’s

affairs. One of his sons, Samuel, served a short time in the Federal army

<luring the Civil war.
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William Barden, Jr., was educated chiefly in the common schools of

England. However, being only a boy when he arrived in America, he at-

tended school here for a,- time and devoted his life to farming. It was in

1869 that he came to Wayne county, Ohio, and purchased a forty-acre farm

in Plain township, and he continued to carry on his farming operations until

his death, which occurred in January, 1908. Politically he was a Republican

and he took some interest in local political affairs, and he served as trustee

of Plain township for several years.

Mr. Barden was married on November ii. 1864, to Katherine Brum-

baugh, daughter of Samuel and Susan (Egla) Brumbaugh, both natives of

Pennsylvania, the former having come to Ohio, locating near Canton with

his parents, John and Mary Brumbaugh. Susan Egla was reared near [Mas-

sillon, Ohio, near which city they married and continued to reside. To [Mr.

and Airs. Mhlliam Barden, Jr., the following children were born: C('>ra, who
died when two years of age; William A., whose life record is given on another

page of this work; Edwin A., Alinnie, Nettie, Curtis and Nellie. Religiously,

this family belonged to the Methodist Episcopal church.

William Barden, Jr., was a man in whom the utmost confldence was

reposed by his neighbors, for his life was above reproach. He was scrupu-

lously honest, always generous and kind, public spirited and deeply interested

in the education and welfare of his children. He was possessed of the warm-

est sympathies and charities, a simple man in his tastes, without a particle of

ostentation, simplicity emphasizing eveiw phase of his life,

dred I.

DAVID BEAL.

The gentleman to a brief review of whose life and characteristics the

reader's attention is herewith directed is among the foremost carpenters and

builders in Wayne county and he has by his skill, enterprise and progressive

methods contributed in a material way to the advancement of the countv

throughout which stand as enduring monuments to his ability as a workman
many houses, barns and business blocks.

David Beal is a descendant of honored ancestors of the Prairie state, he

having been horn in Pike county, Illinois, October 28, 1851, the son of William

and Rebecca ( Sterner) Beal, the former a native of New York and the latter

horn in Pennsyhania December 16, 1825. David Beal's paternal grandpar-

ents were natives of the state of New York. His father was a cooper hv trade,

and when a young man he left his native state and came to Ohio, and it was
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while living in Summit county that he met and married Rebecca Sterner. He
there followed his trade for many years. About 1850 he moved to Illinois

and for nine years made his home in that state, then returned to Ohio and in a

short time located in Wayne county. He moved to iMichigan and died there

a short time afterwards. He was iirominent in the official life of the Dunkard

church, but be li\-ed a cjuiet, retired life. He was a good and useful man and

highl}- skilled at bis trade. He and his wife were the parents of ten children,

seven of whom are living at this writing. The mother of these children, a

woman of gracious personality, is still living at the age of eighty-four years.

Da\’id Beal was educated in the common schools of Summit county and

there learned the carpenter’s trade, having a natural inclination for this line of

work, consequently he has become a very bigb grade workman and bis

senhces have always been in great demand. During the forty years that he

has followed his trade he has turned off a very large number of big jobs, and

his work is always satisfactory owing to his knowledge of all forms of archi-

tecture and his desire to please. In 1878 he moved to Doylestown, where he

built a modern and beautiful home on Howard street and lived there for many
years, still making his home in Doylestown. He has a lucrative business

around this town, and his work is at present confined chiefly to contracting.

i\Ir. Beal was married, October 9, 1873, to Elizabeth Cassel, daughter of

Charles and iMary Cassel, old settlers of Doylestown, and this union has re-

sulted in the birth, of three children, namely : Mary Rebecca, who was educated

at Berea College, is now the wife of Ered Mb Deutsch : Florence Odell was

also well educated and both she and her sister became school teachers: Mhllis

Roy has followed the traditions of his father and grandfather and become an

architect, now assisting bis father.

iMr. Beal is a Democrat politically and he has been a very faithful mem-
ber of the council of Doylestown for the past two years, and he has been a

member of the school board for the past three or four years. He is a member

of the E\ angelical Lutlieran church, and he formerly belonged to the .\meri-

can Mechanics .\ssociation. No man in this part of M’ayne count}' is better

known than Mr. Beal and none more highly respected.

GEORGE RICKABAUGH.

d'he problem of ridding the soil of its heavy growth ol timhcr and un-

dei'ln'ush has been a leading one with the settlers of this and other sections

of the country for the ]>ast century and more, d'he earliest settlers wantonly

wasted the woods, behewing that the timber was of little \'alue and that the
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virgin soil was all that was worth their attention, but the value of lumber

afterwards caused the settler to conserve the larger growth of timber until

now a scarcity is experienced. The saw-mill man has always been a leading

factor in a new country and those who have followed this line of endeavor

have, as a rule, become prominent in their communities and fairly well fixed

financially. The same may be said in reference to those who have operated

the threshing machines. One of this number is George Rickabaugh, who was

born in Plain township, Wayne county, July 6, 1861, the son of John and

Mandy (Willour) Rickabaugh, the former mentioned at length in the sketch

of F. L. Rickabaugh in this work, and the mother is a sister of Thomas Wil-

lour, whose sketch is also found herein.

George Rickabaugh was educated in the district schools of Plain town-

ship, and he began assisting his father with the work on the farm when a

small boy, continuing thus until he was seventeen years of age. He had

always been interested in threshing and when an outfit visited his community

he, as a lad, would usually accompany it until it went to some other neigh-

borhood, vowing that he would some day operate one of his own. This desire

was gratified at an early age, when in 1878 he began threshing and has con-

tinued this line of work ever since during the summer seasons, operating a

sawmill the remaining months of the year. He has been very successful and

has become known throughout this locality as one of the leading threshers and

mill men of the county.

Mr. Rickabaugh was married in 1900 to Clara Long, the daughter of

an old and highly respected family of this county, and this union has resulted

in the birth of three children, Carl, Irene and Clark. Mrs. Rickabaugh’s

father, who is now retired, still lives in Milton township.

Mrs. Rickabaugh is a member of the Christian church. Mr. Rickabaugh

votes the Democratic ticket, but he does not find time to take a very active

part in political affairs.

PROF. H. F. LONGENECKER.

In the daily laborious struggle for an honorable competence and a solid

career on the part of a business or a professional man there is little to attract

the casual reader in search of a sensational chapter; but to a mind thoroughly

awake to the reality and meaning of human existence there are noble and

imperishable lessons in the career of an individual who, without other means
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than a clear head, strong arm and true heart, directed and controlled by cor-

rect principles and unerring judgment, concjuers adversity and, toiling on,

finally wins not only pecuniary independence but, what is far greater and

higher, the deserved respect and confidence of those with whom his active

years have brought him into contact Such a one is found in the person of

Prof. H. F. Longenecker, whose career as an educator in the county of Wayne
has won him the praise that is due those who succeed. He was born in Greene

township, Wayne county, Ohio, January 7, 1869, the son of Samuel B. and

Elizabeth (Brenner) Longenecker, people of intelligence and influence in this

locality. Professor Longenecker is the oldest of the family of six living chil-

dren. He was reared on the home farm in Greene township, where he A’ery

early became inured to the toils of a farmer boy, alternating farming with

schooling in the district schools until he was seventeen years of age. Having

a natural thirst for knowledge, he studied in such a manner as to lay a broad

and deep foundation for a subsequent structure of general learning. He at-

tended the Smithville Academy for a time, then entered the Normal Univer-

sity at Ada, Ohio, w’here he made a splendid record for scholarship and from

which institution he was graduated wdth the degree of Bachelor of Pharmacy

in 1895, taking additional work, he received the degree of Bachelor of

Science from that institution in 1900. Professor Longenecker, after complet-

ing his education in the institution named above and teaching during the win-

ter months, thereby making his own rvay through school, and demonstrating

what courage and rightly applied ambition can accomplish, did post-gradu-

ate work at the Wooster L^niversity Summer School and taught at Rittman

for two years and at Smithville for seven years. At present he is superintend-

ent of the Dalton schools, where his services have won the good will of both

patron and pupil, having greatly strengthened the educational system of the

local schools since coming here, and shown by bis thorough training, his pro-

found learning and his pleasing characteristics of manner that he is (Lser\ ing

of a ])lace second to none as an educator in this locality.

I’rofessor Longenecker is the owner of a valualde farm of seventy-four

acres one mile west of Smithville, this county, and although his professional

duties claim most of his attention he finds time to look after his farm, no small

part of his income being derived from the able management of the same.

.\n interesting chapter in the life of Professor Longenecker is that bear-

ing on his domestic life, which began on September i, 19CX), when he esjjoused

a lady of talent and refinement in the person of .Vda Hershey, the daughter of

George Hershey, a well known citizen living near Rittman, Chipi)ewa town-
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shi]), this count}'. i\Irs. Longenecker was Ijorn in Chippewa township, W'ayne

county. Ohio, on January 4, 1875. Slie received a good education in the home

schools.

The Professor is regarded as one of the substantial workers in the Re-

publican ranks of his county, and he was the nominee of this party for county

treasurer, and a criterion of his excellent standing among his fellow citizens

is contained in the fact that at the subsequent election, although not elected

on account of the large Democratic majority to overcome, he ran far ahead

of the county ticket. Personally he is a man of pleasing address, gentlemanl}’

in his bearing, courteous at all times and his integrity and honesty are above

(piestion. He at once impresses the stranger as a man of learning, well-bred,

progressive and trustworthy, and no man in the county is more favorably

known than he.

BEXTOX GIVLER HAY.

It is one of the beauties of our government that it acknowledges no

hereditary rank or title, no patent of nobility save that of nature's, leaving

ever}' man to establish his own rank by becoming the artificer of his own for-

tune. Places of honor and trust, rank and preferme-'t that happily are placed

Itefore everv individual, high or low, rich or poor, to be striven for by all, but

earned alone by perseverance and sterling worth, are almost sure to be filled

with deserving men, or at least by those possessing the energy and talent es-

sential to success in contests where public position is the prize. Benton GiV-

ler Ha_v, a member of the YTyne county bar. who is generally recognized as

one of the ablest of the }'ounger generation of attorneys in this locality,

aft'ords a conspicuous example of the successful self-made American who is

not only eminently deserving of the confidence reposed in him by his fellow

citizens, but also jtossesses the necessary talent and energy that fit him to dis-

charge worthily the duties of the se\'eral responsible positions to which he

has been honored by the people of his county. A man of vigorous mentality

and strong moral fiber, he has achieved signal success in a calling in which

few rise above mediocrit}', and. since entering the service of the public he finds

those same qualities the chief factors in carving out of a career that has been

above the suspicion of reproach and an honor to the county which he has so

ahl}' and acceptably served and whose interests he has ever had at heart.

Mr. Hay is the scion of an ancestry of which he may well be proud, not

because their li\es were marked Itv anv meteoric effects or that thev were in
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anvwi.'^e leader.s of men, hut l)ecause they were of the type that ljuild empires,

hardy, thrifty, self-sacrificing, industrious, unswervingly honest and public

spirited, and to such a type as they the great Buckeye commonwealth owes

its eminent position in the hrilliant constellation of our national union. Ben-

ton G. Hay was horn February i8, 1874. near Loudonville, Ashland county.-

Ohio, the tenth child of Lsaac and Sarah (Gi\ler) Hay, the father a hard-

working farmer who. established a good home for his family and reared them

in comfort and respectability. His death occurred on January 23, 1891, the

mother suniviug until September, 1907. They were highly res])ected in their

community for their steady Christian lives, their neighhorl}' and generous

traits and their industry.

Benton G. Hay was educated in the country schools, working on the home

farm during the summer months. He was ambitious to become familiar with

the classics and to launch into a professional career, conse((uently he applied

himself \ ery assiduously to his studies and was soon enabled to teach, follow-

ing \-ery successfully this line of endeavor in Ashland county from 1893 to

i8c; 5. But not finding his labors in the school room entirely to his liking, he

turned his attention to the law, and studied with C. E. McBride at Mansfield,

Ohio, making rapid progress in Blackstone. After this preliminary ])repara-

tion he entered the law department of the Ohio Northern University, at Ada,

where he made a very commendable record and from which he was gradu-

ated in 1898. and in March of that year he was admitted to the bar. He com-

menced practice in AMoster in October, 1898, and was associated for a time

with John C. iMorr, and he has succeeded in building uj) a \-ery satisfactory

practice, ha\ ing a clientele from the start that has l>eeu loyal and has con-

stantly increased. Since iMarch 1, 1908, he has lieen associated with Lyman
R. Gritchfield, Jr., this firm being an unusuallv strong and successful one and

is rai)idl\- gaining a prestige second to none in northern Ohio.

31 r. Hay has always taken an abiding interest in political affairs and he

has been singled out for ])ositious of trust and responsihilitv, worthilv dis-

charging his duties in every capacity re(|uiriug clear analysis and sound judg-

iueul. lie was clerk of the hoard of de])uty state supen-isors of elections

from August. 1903, to .\ugust, i<;o4. On the death of Hervey 11 . Huhbell.

city solicitor, Ma}'or \’an Nest appointed Mr. llav to fill the \acancv, Sc])-

tcmhcr 1. 1904,4111(1 so well did he ])erform his duties that he was elected to

this office ill Xovemher, Kjo^, and again in Xox'emher, 1(^07, sening in all

fi\e years and four months, greatly to his credit and to the welfare of the

])eoplc, among the most praiseworthy acts of that period being the fact that

he codified the cit_\- ordinances and laws. For the past two \’ears he has been
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secretary of the Democratic county executive committee, the party being'

greatly indebted to him for his able management of its affairs. He is popular

Avith all classes throughout the county and the future doubtless holds many
honors for him.

Sufficient has been said to indicate Mr. Hay's high character and eminent

success in the profession to which he is devoting his life and energies. He has

broad views of the law, is painstaking, accurate, indefatigable in his efforts to>

protect the interests of his clients, and his tact in the trial of cases is second

to none.

THE AMSTUTZ FAMILY.

This family belongs to the early settlers, the fir.st members having emi-

grated from Switzerland to Greene township in 1824. There were three

sons and two daughters; the mother accompanied them, passing away on the

sea. Her maiden name was Basinger, but what her Christian name was is

uncertain. Some time after arriving in this county the father, John Amstutz,

was married again to a Miss Katy Hilty. There were no children from this

union. The second wife was a sister of Peter and David Hilty, Aho also were

early residents of Milton township.

Originally the family came into the possession of a distinctive name near

Thun, Switzerland. The place of origin is believed to be at the foot of the

Niesen, a two thousand three hundred and thirty-six meter-high mountain

—

seven thousand seven hundred and fifty feet above sea level, and about the

same distance, eight and a half miles, from Interlaken and Thun, lying at

the corner of a right angle, the two sides of which pass through these places.

Lake Thun almost forms the diagonal of the triangle. This location is

marked on the Swiss “Topograpischer Atlas, Thun-Interlaken’’ section, of

1896. It is indicated on this geodetic surve}^ map as Am Stutz. This was

the way in Avhich the name was spelled until the latter part of the seventeenth

century (1675) or thereabouts, when the two syllables were united and the

present-day spelling adopted. The name, in common with many Swiss and

German ones, is a place name. In this case the old Swiss tongue designated

a hill or mountain as a “stutz.” The “am” literally means “at,” from which

the compound word was undoubtedly formed.

The place Am Stutz at present refers to but a single, or at most but a few

chalets, found at the southern end of the Emdthal, about two and a half

miles from the lake Thun. The place is five hundred and five feet above the
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level of the lake and the Niesen towers above it five thousand four hundred

and ten feet. The highest point of this mountain is just two miles away

from the place, almost due west, trending slightly toward the north. All this

indicates the significance of the name.

It is not definitely known if this branch of the famil)" lived near this

spot. Many persons of this name still live in the vicinity of lake Thun,

especially at Sigriswyl, across the lake (where some of the family records

ascribe the birth of the older members). Tradition says that John Amstutz,

the stem of the family, was born at Lugnez, district of Porruntruy ( Pruntrut),

almost in the extreme northwest portion of Switzerland. It is said that he

lived for a time at Hindlinger, near Pruntrut, also at Sigriswyl. His death or

birth are not known by date, but his place of burial is found in Greene town-

ship, Wayne county, two miles south of the north line and one and a fpiar-

ter miles from the east line.

His oldest son, Peter, was born on February 13, 1799 (died IMay 14.

1881). Ulrich, the second son and the third child, was born April 26, 1801

(died March 19, 1881). He lived the principal part of his life three miles

straight north from the first location of the father in Greene township on the

southwest quarter of the extreme northeast section of the township, number

one. The youngest child, a daughter, Anna, was born February 15, 1817.

The oldest daughter, Catharine, was born between the birthdays of the lu'others

Peter and Ulrich, and the youngest son, John, was born October 14, 1803

(died August 27, 1877).

Tbe family came to America in 1824 by way of Havre, France, travel-

ing overland from Switzerland by means of ox teams which were sold at their

land journey’s end. The ocean voyage, on a small sailing vessel, was anything'

but the comfort and the speed of a modern trip across the Atlantic. Storms

and numerous delays lengthened the voyage until two months were consumed

in reaching either New York or Philadelphia. It is uncertain at which ]iort

the party landed
;
some traditions contend for one place and some for the

other. It is said that they for a time secured employment on the Ohio &
Pennsylvania canal and that they came overland by ox team. It is related

that at one time their food supply ran low and the women and children of the

party were left alone with the wagons while the men went hunting game.

The chase led ,them into unknown directions and to their own consterna-

tion and terror of the women and cliildren they were alisolutely lost for a

])eriod of two days. This was not a comforting condition of things, both

parties knowing that there were Indians and i)lenty of wild animals roaming

the forests, h'ortunatcly they found their dependents and then they gradu.ally
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pushed th.eir way westward, linally reaching Greene townsliip. They seem

to ha\e teinjiorarily put u]) with other pioneers. Ere long a Pennsylvanian

came to section 1, Greene township, to claim the southwest c[uarter of this

section, that he had purchased from land agents in the east. The dreary out-

look so disheartened him that his goods were not even removed from the

wagons. While in this frame of mind he readih' sold his holdings to John

Amstutz. who erected a cabin on the northwest quarter of this one hundred

and sixty-acre plot.

d'he only highways open in 1828 were the Portage and Bristol roads,

the latter extending from the intersection of Milton, Greene, Baughman and

Chippewa townships to Bristol, as Marshallville was then called. Other di-

rections of travel were shuply paths blazed through the forests, winding here

and there in circuitous meanderings. The settlers called them in the Swiss

vernacular. “Schlupfweg." It is understood ' that the father lived on

this section—the northeast of Greene township—and during his last years on

the east half of his farm. Ulrich, his second son, built a house near the first

cah'in, which, after his removal to the old homestead of the Ulrich branch

of the familv, at jiresent occupied by Daniel Amstutz, located just three miles

due north, in INIilton township, was sold to John Pettit after Air. Pettit's

marriage in 1833. The nearest neighbors to the south were the Schwartzen-

truher familv. who lived on the northeast quarter of the section immediately

south of section i. It bordered on what is now called the town-line road

leading to Orrville (the Christ King farm). At the time of John Amstutz's

funeral Christ Schwartzentruher acted as undertaker, hauling the body to the

place of interment, one mile due south from the hrst home and one-fourth

mile west on the Christ Steiner farm, latterly owned by Emuel Beck.

Parentheses enclose the names of persons united by marriage with those

immediately preceding.

The oldest son, Peter, after his marriage, moved to the vicinity of Canal

Eulton and in 1852 took up his residence in Allen county, Ohio, where

he died. He was married twice, his first wife being Airs. Anna Stutz (nee

Steiner). A son and daughter. Peter and Catharine, both of whom are no

longer living, blessed this union. The daughter was married to George Big-

ler. They are long time residents of Wayne countv, living near Eox

Lake, and Alarshallville. The oldest son of the Bigler family is John Bigler of

Burton City, who married Eliza Rogers. The second marriage was with

Barbara Luginhil. From this union there sjirang four children, two brothers

and two sisters. John, Joseph, Barbra and Anna (the latter deceased), in the

order of their as'es. There are only two families in existence of this branch.
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those of Rudolph J. Althaus (Barbra) and Joseph Amstutz ( IMary Zulier),

both now living in Allen county, John not having married. The oldest living-

descendants of each are Peter Amstntz ( Rosa A\h-ight
)
and Andrew Althans,

of Beaver Dam and Blnffton, Ohio, respectively.

The second daughter, Catharine, became the second wife of Rev. Chris-

tian Steiner, resident until his death on the farm at Alilton Center.
_

Six cliil-

dren were the offspring- of this marriage, three daughters and three sons, of

which only one son and one daughter, Peter and Barbra, are now li\ ing. The

others were named Catharine, Christ, John ami Anna, the three last named

deceased. The famihes of Clirist and John resided at Milton Center and

Anna, married to David Amstntz, resided until her death at Crystal \*alley,

Oceana county, Michigan. Barbra was the wife of Fredrick Amstntz, also

of Milton Center. The oldest grandchildren are, according- to their ages,

relisting- the children as well : Peter—not married. Christ ( Barbra .\mstntz)

—Mary J,, Rittman, Ohio. Barbra (F'rederick Amstntz (d)—Christ (de-

ceased). Rittman, Ohio. John (deceased) (IMaria Kratz )—Reuben ( Ala-

tilda Moine), Rittman, Ohio. *\nna (deceased) (David Amstntz, Crystal

Valley, Michigan)—Mary M. ( Da^'id C. Burkholder), Smithville, Ohio.

The largest branch of the original stock is that of the Ulrich .\mstntz

family. consTting of thirteen children, se\'en boys and six girls. Both par-

ents. and two sons and four daughters ha\-e died. The children's names, ac-

cording- to their ages, are; F'rederick (deceased), John (deceased). Peter,

Alaria (deceased). Jacob, Catharine (deceased), Fanny. David, .-Anna (de-

ceased), Lydia, Daniel, Joel B., and La\ina (deceased). .Ml the members

of this branch, as named, have lived continuously in Wayne countv. 'Fheir

offs]iring- is, howe\er, scattered throughout many of the states. The wife of

Ulrich was Catharine Luginhil, who- was born at Kolmar, .Alsace, France.

This province since the F'ranco-German war has belonged to Germany. In

order to identify tbe A-arious families to wbich tbe grandcbildren of I'lrich

Amstutz belong, only the names of the oldest members of each family are

given, viz: F'rederick (Barbra Steiner)—Christ, Rittman, Ohio. John ( i st

F'anny Steiner, deceased)— Daniel S. (.Anna Lehmann) Orr\ille. Ohio; 2d

Elizabeth Burkholder, deceased— K’eubeu B. (Lena Bauman) Birmingham,

Ohio.) Peter (Sarah Bnrkholder. deceased)—Emma C.. deceased (Mrs. Dr.

H. Iffankerhorn ) ,
Orrville, Ohio. Jacob ( Lehanna F'isher)— I'lora .Alice

( Mrs. Everett Stone). Cr’eston, Ohio. Catharine ( Peter J. Steiner, deceased )

—Lydia (.Mrs, George lloover). Rittman. Ohio, h'anny (.Abraham F'isher.

deceased)—.Aaron, Rittman, Ohio. David ( b'anm- Steiner, deceased)—no

children, Rittman, ()bio. Lvdia (Daniel Steiner)—Clara Ik (Mrs. 1). L.
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King), Smithville, Ohio. Daniel (Mary Ann Burkholder, deceased)—John

H., Rittman, Ohio. Joel B. (Susannah Hoover)—Menno S. (deceased),

Kew York. Lavina (Abraham Burkholder)—Kate (deceased) (Dan Yoder),

Orrville. Ohio.

John, the youngest son, married to Mary Luginbil (deceased), lived un-

til his death on the cjuarter section, in Greene township, adjoining the first

homestead of his father on the east. The family consisted of Peter (de-

ceased), Katy, John (deceased), Jacob (deceased), David, Barbra, Jakob (de-

ceased), Joseph, Ulrich (deceased), and Anna (deceased). The oldest of

each of the grandchildren is listed as follows, the names of the parents being

given in each case: Katy (Levi Bennert)—Mary (Fred Ramsyer), Orrville,

Ohio. John (Mary Bartholomew (deceased)—Mary Ann (deceased).

David (Anna Steiner, deceased)—Mary M. (David C. Burkholder), Smith-

ville, Ohio. Barbra ( Christ Steiner, deceased)—Mary J., Rittman, Ohio.

Joseph (Elmira Bressler)—Sarah (Fred Huber), Orrville, Ohio.

Anna, the youngest of the daughters, married C. D. Basinger (de-

ceased), of Pandora, Putnam county, Ohio, where the family have resided

ever since and the greater part of the descendants have remained in the near

vicinity. To this union there came the following children: Jonathan J. (de-

ceased), Catharine, Stephen E. (deceased), John M. (deceased), Stephen A.

(deceased), Anna (deceased), David W., Christian I. (deceased), and Noah
A^'. (deceased). The oldest one of each of the grandchildren is listed as fol-

lows: Jonathan J. (Mary Ann Neuenschwander)—Ephraim D. (deceased),

(Barbra D. Luginbil), Pandora, Ohio. Catharine (Joseph Steiner)—Amos
(first, Anna Kener; second, Alma M. Reiter), Bluffton, Ohio. John M.

(Catharine Kiene)—Sarah (Robert Roethlisberger)
,
Columbus Grove, Ohio.

Stephen A. (Catharine Neuenschwander)—Christene, Columbus Grove, Ohio.

David W. (Fanny Graver)—Peter A. (Leah Schaublin), Columbus Grove,

Ohio. Christian I. (first, Emma A. Kelly, deceased—Jerome (Bertha Hard-

wick)
;
second, Elizabeth Winkler)—Aldine C. (deceased), Columbus Grove,

Ohio. Noah W. (Leah Gratz)—Tillman (Celena Stouffer), Columbus

Grove, Ohio.

Agriculture has been the principal source of livelihood of these families,

throughout the first, second and third generations. In fact, the largest part

of the living members of the relationship are yet agriculturalists. The family

has proved to be one of the most progressive in the county. There are, be-

sides those who follow the honorable calling of husbandry, some who have

chosen the ecjually desirable professions for their life work. This is espe-

cially true in the third generation, from which doctors, business men, scien-
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tists, bankers, merchants, mechanicians, musicians, travelers, etc., have come.

In 1906 there were in the relationship five hundred and ninety-six names,

including ninety-five added hy marriage, and one hundred and seventeen

deaths, leaving three hundred and eighty-four living descendants, directly

connected.

The family has been a force in the county through a temperamental

c]uietness. The original parents were Mennonites, or Anabaptists, as they

were called in Switzerland. This religious connection held fairly close until

the third generation, when intermarriages, travel, removals, etc., began to

widen the borders and change the religious traditions of the fathers, so that

now there are found within the pale of the principal denominations some

members from almost every family.

The family has developed and perpetuated considerable tribal proclivi-

ties, wbich at times has developed into the better features of the Scottish

clans. There has always been a strong leaning in the exercise of hospitality

which has had the inevitable effect of spreading their reputation far beyond

their own borders.

General education has not lost anything in the impetus of other growths.

Aggressiveness, at times, like in other relationships, has become somewhat

opinionated, yet there has gone from out their firesides a widespread influence

for progress and the general good.

The family has largely intermarried with the Steiners, from which there

has sprung a line of descendants who combine the best of each of the parental

stems. The home, that bulwark of tbe nation, has found strong exemplifica-

tions among the ranks of the various family memberships. In politics the

family has not been prominent, the old and new parties having adherents

among them.

There is, indeed, a great stride from the ox-cart transportation of the

early arrivals in this country to the modern steam-turbine leviathans of the

deep. The telephones, automoliiles, wireless telegraphy and aeroplanes all

accentuate the marvelous differences between the former days and those of

the present.

The oldest living member of the family still resides in the county, I’eter

Amstutz, of Smithville, Ohio, who was born November 15, 1832.

It has been thought liest to not attempt to list the family names in the

third and fourth generations, except the oldest of each family in the third gen-

eration, l)ecause there are so many that there would not be space available

witbin the bounds of this history. N. S. A.



1 39-’ WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

CHRISTIAN A. WYER.

One of the most successful and widely known auctioneers in the United

States is Christian A. Wyer. Such a statement of one of YToster’s young

men may seem l)road, Imt an investigation would prone it to be true, neverthe-

less. Y'ayne county has no more popular citizen, for he is a good mixer,

always genial and pleasant to meet. He is a man who would succeed at any-

thing to which he might direct his attention, possessing rare force of character

and a strong discriminating intellect, yet withal he is entirely unassuming.

Mr. \\Aer was born i\fay 25, 1870, in Sterling, this county, and he is

the scion of one of the excellent old families d? this section of the Buckeye state,

being the son of David and Catherine (Eicher) Wyer, both natives of Ohio.

Crandfather Eicher. who came from Erance, was a farmer hy occupation.

His wife also was a native of Erance. David WNer is now a resident of

Orrville. His wife passed to her rest in 1904 and is buried at the cemetery

at Orndlle. They were the parents of three sons and three daughters, one

son dying in infancy. They are, Samuel S., who lives in Columbus, Ohio,

and is a mechanical engineer; IMrs. A. H. Stanfer lives in Barberton. Ohio;

IMrs. William Schuetler lives on a farm in Wayne county, Ohio.

Christian W'yer received a good education in the public schools of

Sterling, Ohio, and after leaving the school room he went to teaming, then

engaged in the grocery business for about two years; he was then employed

by the Ra]iid 'Fransit Company of Akron, Ohio, for two years. He then con-

ducted a meat market for three years at Barberton, Ohio, and in the mean-

time he began selling horses for the Winkler Horse Company at Orrville,

Ohio, and he worked for this concern for a period of nine years. In connec-

tion with this firm he now works for the Crandel Horse Company, of Buffalo,

New York, also for the Xewgass horse commission firm of Chicago. He has

been unusually successful in this line of work and has given his employers

eminent satisfaction in every respect and has done much to increase the pres-

tige of these firms.

On December 25, 1897, IMr. Y^yer married Mayme Gingrey, of Creston,

Ohio, where her people have long been ]irominent and well established. She

is the daughter of John and Sarah Gingrey, both still living. A full sketch

of these estimable peojile is to be found on another page of this work. IMrs.

Wyer is a lady of many ]iraiseworthy attributes and is a favorite with a wide

circle of friends, a lady of culture and refinement, affable in manners and

genial in disposition, and she presides over her neat and cozy home with rare

grace and dignity, making all who \ isit them feel welcome. They have a
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beautiful and modern home in Orrville. The union of Mr. and i\Irs. M'yer

has been blessed by the birth of two interesting children, a son and a daughter,

Beulah, a bright little miss now attending school, who was born September 8,

igoo, and Paul H., who was born June 17, 1908.

Politically Mr. Wyer is a Democrat and in religious matters he and his

wife are Methodists. Fraternally he belongs to the Free and Accepted i\Ia-

sons, Cedar Lodge, No. 430, of Orrville, Ohio; he also belongs to the council

of Royal and Select Masters, the Royal Arch chapter, and the commandery

No. 48, Knights Templar, all at M'ooster. He is a Sublime Prince of the

Royal Secret at Canton, Ohio, and has attained the thirty-second degree in

the Scottish rite. He is also a member of Alkoran Temple, Ancient Arabic

Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Cler'eland, Ohio. He is active and

popular in all these orders and, judging from his daily life among his fellow

men, he endeavors to carry into practice the sublime precepts which they seek

to inculcate.

HENRY A. PEAKE.

Among those men of sterling attributes of character who have impressed

their personality upon the community of their residence and have borne their

full share in the upbuilding and development of this part of Wayne county,

mention must not lie omitted of Henry A. Peake, who was born in Canaan

township, Wayne county, on the 19th of April, 1846. Flis parents were

Ceorge and Fanny (Vangelder) Peake, the former of whom was liorn in

Schoharie county, New' York, December 22, 1818. and the latter in New York

state on March 12, 1820. The subject’s paternal grandparents, David and

Elenore (Wells) Peake, were born in Schoharie county. New York, about the

year 1830, and came to Wayne county after their marriage, driving with their

family of children from their eastern home to Canaan townshi]), where the

father bought two liundred acres of land, most of it lieing uncleared. This

land he cleared and improved and lived there until his death. The subject's

maternal grandfather, Jacob Vangelder, was an early .settler near Mont\ iIle,

Medina county, where he engaged in the mercantile business and also engaged

in the manufacture of ])otash. Late in life he moved to Whsconsin, with some

of his children,, and there his death occurred. Ceorge l^eake, the subject’s

father, was reared to the h'fe of a farmer, but at an early age he took u]) the

occu])ation of stage-driver, driving for a long time between C'olumbus and

Cleveland. lie was a man of slight build, but was noted for his abilitv to

( 88 )
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handle fractious and runaway horses which other men were afraid of. Soon

after liis marriage he purchased the south part of his father’s farm in Canaan

township. Originally a Whig in politics, he later became a Republican and

took a deep interest in local affairs. He and his wife were active members

of the Methodist Episcopal church. They were married in 1842 and were the

parents of three children, namely; Mary Elizabeth, born December 12, 1842,

died July 14, 1890: Henry A., subject of this sketch; Rhody, who died in

infancy. George Peake died in the spring of 1864, and was survived a num-

ber of years by his widow, who died on May 20, 1877.

Henry A. Peake secured his education in the district school near his

home and in the public school at Creston. He was reared to the life of a

farmer and when he was seventeen years old he was compelled, because of the

death of his father, to take active charge of the farm for his mother. He has

lived on the home farm ever since, his mother making her home with him

until her death. The farm, which comprises sixty-seven and a half acres,

is eligibly located in Canaan township, and is one of the model farms of the

township. The place is characterized by good buildings, w^ell-kept fences and

bighly cultivated fields that indicate the owner to be a man of energy, thrift

and progressive ideas. The family are highly esteemed by their neighbors

and friends and possess the unlimited confidence of all who have the pleasure

of their acquaintance.

On December 22, 1868, Mr. Peake w'edded Sarah Elizabeth Mills, who
was born April 10, 1854, in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, the daughter of

William and Rebecca J. (
McNiel) Mills, also of Lancaster county. William

Mills was a shoemaker by trade and in 1856 be brought his family to Jackson,

Canaan township, Wayne county, Ohio, where he continued to work at his

trade. Rebecca Mills died in 1861, while the father still makes his home with

the subject, being far advanced in years. To the subject and his wife the

following children have been born: Elmer, born May 16, 1870, died April

16, 1871 : Alberta Eoster, born September 24, 1872, married Emma Bricker,

September 6, 1894; George Irvin, born March 23, 1875, June 27, 1893;

Fannie lola, born July 23, 1877, died August 22, 1878; Ina Pearl, born July

28, 1879, married Hal S. Guthrie October 16, 1901 ;
William Ernest, born

May 20, 1884, married Maude Clyne August 27, 1905. In politics Air, Peake

gives an earnest support to the Republican party, but is not a seeker after

office.

As showing his public spirit it may be stated that in 1873 Peake pe-

titioned for a forty-foot road, commencing a half mile west of Jackson, and

running north one mile. The petition was granted, and Air. Peake was as-
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sessecl fifty dollars an acre and cost of fencing, which he paid. One man,

who was only required to cut the timber off the proposed roadway and move

his fences, opposed the new road, saying it was a rank injustice. Eut this

mile of roadway is now one of the most heavily traveled highways in the

township.

PROF. LYMAN C. KNIGHT.

The present age is essentially utilitarian and the life of every successful

man carries a lesson which, told in contemporary narrative, is productive of

much good in shaping the destiny of others. In giving a brief resume of the

scholarly gentleman whose name appears above, it is with a hope that it may
prove not only interesting but also serve as an incentive to those who con-

template entering one of the professions. Professor Lyman C. Knight was

born in Congress township, Wayne county, October 5, 1871, the son of

Lyman S. Knight, a native of Williamsburg, Holmes county, this state, and

who is now a resident of Congress township, this county, having come to this

county in 1877. Lyman S. Knight is known as one of the leading educators

of this locality, having been engaged in teaching up to 1908, when he retired.

His services were always in great demand and he w’on the good will of both

pupil and patron. Grandfather George Knight migrated to Holmes county

where he lived a number of years, later removing to Newcastle, Coshocton

county, Ohio. He was a tanner by trade. He married a Miss Boggs. L. S

Knight married Tamar L. Stanley, a representative of an old and influential

family of Congress township, where she was born, the daughter of Nathaniel

Stanley, a native of Wayne county, a member of a very early family who set-

tled here when the wilderness had not yet been conquered and wild beasts

were frequently met with. This family came from Pennsylvania and settled

in Congress township, Wayne county
;
some of the family also located in dies-

'^er township. Nathaniel Stanley was an uncle of the famous General Stanley

of the United States army. Mrs. Tamar (Stanley) Knight was a woman of

fine attril)utes, who passed to her rest in 1904. She was the mother of five

children: three are deceased, Mrs. Hattie Newmeyer, of Seville, Ohio, and

Lyman C. being the only survivors.

Profes.sor Knight was born on the old homestead in Congress township.

At that time his father was teaching at IT. Madison, Iowa. He received his

primary education in the public schools, and then entered the Cleveland Busi-

ness College, from which he was graduated in 1893. Actuated by a laudable
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ambition to master the higher branches of learning, he entered the University

of Wooster, from which he was graduated in 1904. He made an excellent

record in all these institutions and began teaching at an early age.—in fact

he had taught at the Savannah Academy before he had finished his education.

He had also taught in many county schools. Gaining such a wide reputation

as an instructor, he was wanted by large institutions, among which was the

University of WUoster, where he was given the department of mathematics

and science, which position he is still holding with credit to himself and the

university, having won a high standing among the able educators of a state

long noted for the high order of its professional talent. He is widely read

and keeps abreast of the times on all matters pertaining to his line of work and

in fact, all cjuestions of weight and interest to thinking minds everywhere.

He is a lover of the world’s best literature and his carefully selected library

contains the best works of the master minds of all ages. He is by nature an

instructor, possessing those rare innate qualities that enable him to please both

pupil and patron.

Professor Knight was married on September 4, 1897, to Jennie M.

Clouse, the accomplished and refined daughter of James M. Clouse, a promi-

nent citizen of Congress township, Wayne county, where Mrs. Knight was

born and reared. One bright and interesting child has been born to this union,

named Lester, whose birth occurred January 27, 1899. Mrs. Knight died

November lo, 1909.

Professor Knight is a member of the Westminster Presbyterian church.

His work in every department of education is characteristically practical, as

was also that of his honored father, and he possesses to a remarkable degree

tbe sense of proportion and fitness. Continuous application has given him a

clear and comprehensive insight into the philosophy of education and the

largest wisdom as to method and means of attainment of ends, while his steady

growth in public favor wherever he has labored and his popularity with teach-

ers and pupils have won for him a standing in educational circles second to

none in northern Ohio, possessing, as he does, the personal charm and tact

which makes him popular with the young and old alike, and, judging by the

past, it is safe to predict for him a future of still greater usefulness and honor.

CLYDE E. RUDY.

A well known member of a prominent Wayne county family is Cl}’de E.

Rudy, who is deserving of a place in a work of this nature along with other

progressive citizens because he has earned the rewards which have attended
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his efforts, for, although beginning in a somewhat humble way at the foot of

the ladder, he has steadily advanced, overcoming by perseverance every ob-

stacle in the pathway of progress until he now occupies a conspicuous place in

the life of his community.

Clyde E. Rudy is the son of Levi S. Rudy and the grandson of David

Rudy, and the great grandson of Christian Rudy, who was a native of Penn-

sylvania and came to Wayne county, Ohio, in the fall of 1832, locating near

Dalton, in what is now Sugar Creek township. In the spring of 1833 this old

pioneer settled on a farm which he reclaimed from the primeval forest and

on which Daniel L. Rudy now lives. Christian Rudy lived there until his

death, and from this sterling ancestor a long line of worthy descendants have

figured in the social and business life of Wayne county, one of the best known

of the present generation being Clyde E. Rudy, whose birth occurred Febru-

ary 4, 1874, in section 2, Sugar Creek township. There he worked on the

old home farm when very young in years and attended the district schools

during the winter months. Not being satisfied with a common school educa-

tion, he later entered the University of Wooster, where he made a very com-

mendable record and prepared for a career as teacher, which profession he

followed for a period of three years. Not taking very kindly to the life of a

teacher, although he was making rapid headway in the same, he gave up

that profession and returned to the farm, since which time he has given his

attention exclusively to agricultural pursuits, with gratifying results. He
moved on the farm where he now lives in section 5, Sugar Creek township,

which place consists of one hundred and six acres of excellent land on which

he carries on general farming and stock raising in a manner that nets him a

very comfortable yearly income. He has been a successful dealer in heavy

draft horses, which he Iniys, feeds and markets, these animals, owing to their

fine quality, always finding ready sales. He has an attractive and pleasant

home, surrounded by a good orchard and, in fact, everything that makes

country life attractive.

Mr. Rudy was married on December 29, 1897, to Cora Wecht, of Dalton,

this townshi]), in which town she was l)orn on November 21, 1875. She is

the daughter of Michael and Barbara (Delheimer) Wecht, both natives of

Germany, who came to America in an early day and were among the first

settlers in this county. They were each accompanied here by their parents.

To Mr. and Mrs. Rndy three children have been born, namely: Margaret E.,

born June 13, 190T
;
Tmis J., born March 29, 1903, and Paul L., born Feb-

ruary 13, 1905.
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Mr. and Mrs. Rudy are members of the Presbyterian church at Dalton,

this township, and politically the former is a Republican, but he has never

aspired to office holding, his extensive private business taking all of his time.

W. J. CAMRON.

A man of unquestioned enterprise and integrity, whose entire life has

been spent in his native locality, where he has succeeded in becoming one of

the representative citizens, is W. J. Camron, who was born in Chippewa town-

ship, Wayne county, February 12, i860, the son of John and Sevilla (Stich-

ler) Camron. His paternal grandparents were Jeretuiah and Elizabeth Cam-

ron, natives of Pennsylvania and Massillon, Ohio, and they were old settlers

in Wayne county, Ohio. Jeremiah Camron was a captain of militia. His

parents came from Scotland in an early day, settled in Pennsyh'ania and died

there. W. J. Camron’s maternal grandparents were George and Alagdalena

Stichler, natives of Pennsylvania
; they came to Ohio very early and entered

land in Chippewa township, Wayne county. John Camron is one of the best

known men in this locality, having been constable for the past thirty-five years,

with the exception of two years. He was born in Canal Fulton, Ohio, June 25,

1833, and he has devoted his life to farming and coal mining, owning a farm

of sixty-six acres in Chippewa township. In politics he is a Democrat. He
and his wife are the parents of fourteen children, eleven of whom are living

at this writing, nine sons and two daughters. Sevilla Stichler, wife of Jere-

miah Camron, was born about 1837. and she belonged to the Albright church.

Jeremiah Camron has always been liberal in his religious views and has given

freely to the churches.

W. J. Camron was educated in the Doylestown high school. Early in

life he took up farming, and he was engaged successfully in the livery business

for a period of twenty years, until 1905, since which date, or for the past

twelve years, he has managed a hotel, which has become wddely known to the

traveling public as a place where excellent service is rendered and courteous

treatment a!w-ays accorded. In connection with his other business interests,

he has all these years managed a farm of fifty acres, which he owns and which

lies within the corporate limits of Doylestown and w-hich is very valuable and

highly productive. General farming is carried on wdth excellent results.

Mr. Camron has been a very successful business man all his life and has man-
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aged his affairs in a manner that has won the confidence and approval of all

with whom he has had dealings.

Mr. Camron.was married in 1885 1° Ellen Cleckner, a native of Wayne
county, and two children were born to them, both deceased. Mr. Camron

married a second time, his last wedding occurring on November 17, 1893,

and was solemnized with Mary McCoy, a native of Wayne county, Ohio, and

the daughter of James and Elizabeth (Alexander) McCoy. To this union

four children were born, namely : Helen, Harold, Stuart and Mary Elizabeth.

Mrs. Camron’s maternal grandfather was a native of Ireland and came to

America in an early day, locating at x\thens, Harrison county, Ohio, where the

prents of Mrs. Camron graduated from college. James McCoy was born in

1836 and his wife in 1837: the former was a highly educated man and a

professor in the Athens College for a period of twenty years. He also en-

gaged in the insurance business. Both he and his wife, who were prominent

people at Athens, are now deceased.

Politically Mr. Camron is a Democrat, and he has long taken an active

interest in the local affairs of the party.

THE WAYNE COUNTY DEMOCRAT CO^IPANY.

Although the readers of this liiographical and historical compendium do

not need to lie reminded that the Wayne County Democrat Company is one of

the strongest of its kind in this section of the Buckeye state, a brief statement

of its history is not anything amiss here. However, the members of the com-

]iany are too well known locally to need any formal introduction through the

]iages of this work, all being practical men of affairs, long deeply interested in

the jirogress of this locality and willing to do all in their power for its good

in any way, and as a result of their jiersistent, painstaking and unselfish efforts

they have succeeded in building up two of the strongest jiarty organs of their

type in the state, the IVayiic Comity Democrat and the JJ^oostcr Dail\ Nc7 i.'s_.

both Democratic in politics and powerful champions of the party's principles,

d'lie former is the olde.st paper in Y'ayne county, having now reached its eightv-

third volume,^the history of which dates back to the early days ( 1826) and it

has long heen the best ])atronized and with its sister sheet the most successful

paper in the county and one of the most inlluential in northern Ohio outside

of the large cities, being, as already intimated, the official organ of the local
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Democracy and a power in the political affairs of this part of the state, ably

seconded in this respect by the Nez^fs. Under the present management they

have steadily grown in public favor, and now have large and continually in-

creasing subscription lists, a liberal advertising patronage, and with a job office

well ecjuipped with the latest machinery and devices used in the art preservative.

Their columns teem with the news of the day, as well as able discussions of the

leading c|uestions and issues upon which men and parties are divided, and they

promise to continue in the future as they have been in the past, a strong influ-

ence in political affairs and a power in moulding and directing opinion in mat-

ters of general interest to the public.

The Wayne County Democrat Company was incorporated in 1905 for the

sum of fifteen thousand and five hundred dollars, John C. Hoffman being presi-

dent and manager and Fred H. Zimmerman, secretary and treasurer.

ANDREW J. LANCE.

Andrew Jackson Lance was the seventh son of James and Alary Lance,

and was born in Alilton township. Wayne county, Ohio, October 29, 1846.

His boyhood days were spent on his father’s farm. The most of his educa-

tion was acquired in the old log school house on his father’s farm. The

means of acquiring an education in those days were meager, as all boys were

in attendance at school but a very few months in the year, owing to the fact

that they were required to help on the farm clearing the forests and tramp-

ing out g'rain with horses in winter when there was no school. He remained

on the old farm until 1875. when he bought a farm in the northwest corner

of Alilton township, one mile east of Creston, and with his mother moved

on the farm the first of April, 1875. His mother died Alay 17, 1875.

Air. Lance was united in marriage to Katie R. Kostenbader, daughter

of Daniel and Elizabeth Kostenbader. She was born in Pennsylvania, Alay 18,

1847, came to Ohio with her parents when she was six years old. There

were born to this union two children, Burr, born April 18, 1876, and Bonnie,

born April ii, 1880. They are both at home at present. Burr being single

and Bonnie married.

Air. Lance sold his farm in Alilton in 1887 and removed to Creston in

the spring of 1888. He bought a farm the same year and put up all new
buildings in 1889 in South Creston, where he now resides with his son and

daughter, his wife having preceded him to the great beyond, February 10,

1905.
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Mr. Lance is a man who is generous to a fault. To know him is to like

him. “A. J.,” as he is favorably known to a host of friends, is a man of ster-

ling qualities, whose word is his bond. In politics he is a Democrat, hav-

ing served his party two terms as trustee of Milton township, and could have

had justice of the peace and trustee of Canaan township but refused. He
never was an office-seeker. He was elected a member of the first council of

the village of Creston in June, 1899, and is a member of the present council

of 1910. He is trustee of the Cemetery Association, is a member of the Royal

Arcanum and Knights of Pythias Lodge, No. 268, of Seville, Medina county,

Ohio.

Bonnie Lance, daughter of Andrew Jackson Lance, was born in Milton

township in 1880, and later moved to Creston, where she has since resided.

She was married in 1897 to Lee H. Grunder, son of Henry Grunder. To
this union were born four children: Ona Kathryn, born October 8, 1898;

Reba Louise, born March 3, 1901 ;
Henry Dale, born September 22, 1903,

and Dorothy Fay, born June 21, 1906, all living at home at the present time.

MAHLON ROUGH.

An enumeration of the representative citizens of Wayne county who have

won recognition and success for themselves and at the same time conferred

honor upon the community dignified by their citizenship, would be decided-

ly incomplete were there failure to make specific mention of the popular at-

torney whose name initiates this review, who has long held worthy prestige

in legal, business, political and social circles, and has always been distinctively

a man of affairs. He wields a wide influence among those with whom his

lot has been cost, ever having the affairs of his county and state at heart and

doing what he could to aid the general development of his native locality,

thereby deserving the applause which is today accorded him by all classes.

Mahlon Rouch may consistently be ranked as one of Wayne county’s

most prominent and popular products, for his birth occurred in Plain town-

shi]), June 2, 1841, and the major ]>art of his useful life has been spent wilhin

the l)order.sof tjiis county. He descended from an excellent ancestrv, the tvpe

that laid the foundations for succeeding generations to jirosper and enjoy,

llis father was jacol) Rouch, a man of sound judgment, excellent traits and

much inlluence in his community, some of his wortlty attril)utes descending

to the subject, those wortliy of enumeration being, ])owers of extempore
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speaking, acute, alert and argumentative debating powers, for the elder Rouch

was a natural orator, w’ho, on the political rostrum, spoke convincingly, and

who, withal, possessed an anomalous memory. He was a prosperous farmer

and on his father's broad acres Mahlon spent his earlier years, becoming

inured to manual toil, w'hich resulted in laying the foundation for a sturdy

manhood. He attended the neighboring schools during the winter months,

and when nineteen years of age he gratified an ambition of long standing by

beginning a college course at Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio, in the

autumn of i860, in which institution he remained two years. Then feeling

that it was his duty to give up all and do wdiat he could toward saving the

national Union from disruption, he laid aside his books and entered the

Federal army, enlisting on August 16, 1862, in Company A, One Hundred

and Twentieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, under Capt. Joseph H.

Downing, and after a most faithful and gallant service in many a trying cam-

paign and hard-fought field in the Southland, received his honorable dis-

charge from the military service on July 22, 1865. A criterion of his ability-

and patriotism as a soldier is gained by a study of his record wdiile in the

service, which shows a series of promotions wdiich none but the deserving

could have received. Enlisting as a private, he was successively promoted

to sergeant and sergeant major; to second lieutenant and first lieutenant;

the last promotion coming to him wEen held as a prisoner.

The military record of Mr. Rouch is one of which any loyal supporter

of the honor of the stars and stripes might well he proud and feel a justifi-

able satisfaction of duty modestly but faithfully performed. He was never

off duty, and was in e^^ery engagement in which his regiment participated,

except when he w'as a captive within the Confederate lines. His soldier

fortunes were identified with those of his regiment at Chickasaw Bayou,

Mississippi, December 28, 1862, to January i, 1863, and Arkansas Post.

January nth following, and he passed through that terrible scourge of sick-

ness and death among the troops at Young's Point, Louisiana, wdthstanding

and performing all the duties of the well soldier among the sick and dying,

and he also -worked many days on the Grant Canal. He cvas in the march

from Miliken's Bend to the rear of Vicksburg, and in the siege of that city

until it fell; the final taking of Jackson, and in the disastrous engagement

on board the boat “City Belle,’' which was captured by the enemy near Shaggy

Point, Red river, Louisiana, May 3, 1864, when he w’as made a prisoner,

and was held as such for thirteen months, in Camp Lord, near Tyler, Texas.

He finally received his discharge July 22, 1865, over three and one-half

months after the fall of Richmond, April 9, 1865.
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Returning from the army, Mr. Rouch taught school the following win-

ter, then engaged in farming for a season, and in the campaign of 1866 he

was a candidate for auditor of Wayne county, on what was known that

year as the Soldier’s ticket, but failed of election, going down in defeat with

the balance of the ticket, by a small majority. In order to further equip him-

self for what the poets are pleased to call “the battle of life,'' he entered

the, law department of Michigan University, at Ann Arbor, graduating there-

from in the spring of 1868, having made a splendid record. During this

year he was admitted to the bar in Ohio by the district court of Wayne
county. He began practice in the spring of 1870 in Orrville, remaining there

for a period of four years and gaining an excellent foothold in the legal

profession, but, observing a wider field for the exercise of his talents, he

moved to Wooster in the spring of 1874, immediately opening an office

here and he very successfully prosecuted his legal duties without an asso-

ciate in practice until the formation of partnership relations with C. M.

Yocum, in 1896. He was a candidate in 1898 on the Prohibition ticket for

supreme judge of the state of Ohio.

Mr. Rouch was originally a Republican, but for the past twenty-seven

years has not been in co-operation with that party. As stated above, in 1898

he was candidate for supreme judge of Ohio on the Prohibition ticket, but

failed of election, however making an excellent race. He first turned his

attention to the Prohibition party in 1882 and thus for more than a quarter

of a century he has been loyal, consistent and true to his convictions, not-

withstanding the fact that his allegiance to the same has, perhaps, deprived

him of jiublic offices Avhich, had he remained a Republican, he doubtless

could have easily procured
; but principle means everything to him and he is

of the type of men of Henry Clay, who said : “I had rather be right

than to be President.” Mr. Rouch is a consistent Christian gentleman, hon-

ored and trusted by all with whom he has come into contact. Since 1874

he has been an active member of the United Preshyterian church, of which

he is a liberal supporter.

l>y strict attention to his professional duties, by careful in\'estigation

of the legal (piestions that are brought before him for consideration, in com-

bination with his sound judgment and natural legal sense, he has come to

he recognized a.s-one of the safe and reliable legal counselors at the Wayne
county bar. Not only is he highly regarded in this capacity, hut as au ad-

vocate he maintains the standard of successful trial lawyers. He talks easily,

freely and with directness to the subject under consideration. There is little
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circumlocution, no surplusage or ambiguity in his arguments. In his manipu-

lation of evidence he is methodical and discriminating, cool, calm, unshaken

and is not easily foiled by an adversary or flung from his poise. His nerves

lie deep under the cuticle and do not hastily vibrate under exciting environ-

ments, his adversaries in court usually failing to draw him from his equilib-

rium. In bis professional and private relations he is circumspect and honor-

able and as a man and citizen is progressive and enterprising.

In 1870 Mr. Rouch was married to Margaret McQuigg, daughter of

John McQuigg, now deceased, a native of Ireland.

HARRY E. BAKER.

Harry E. Baker, of Orrville, comes of a family of German extraction

who have for several generations been citizens of America. His great-

grandfather Baker (the name being then spelled Becker) came to this country

before the Revolutionary war. He was a Dunkard. He entered the army

and served faithfully until the close of the war. His son Erederick, great-

grandfather of Harry E., was born in Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, and

about 1832 came to Wayne county with his family, locating in Canaan town-

ship, but later removed to Seneca county, Ohio, where he and his wife both

died. They had a numerous family; Erederick, a resident of Seneca county,

Ohio; Jacob Baker, of Wooster, Ohio; Peter, of Germantown, Ohio, who was

formerly a Methodist preacher; Julia Ann, widow of Charles Betts, of Mar-

shalltown, Iowa. Abraham, grandfather of Harry E., was born in Lebanon

county, Pennsyhania, December 25, 1800. In his youth he began study of

medicine, but gave it up to enter the ministry, becoming a preacher of the

E\angelical Association. Eor a number of years he labored in that cause,

but on account of defective hearing gave up preaching and united with the

Methodist Episcopal church. He adopted the profession of veterinary sur-

geon, and in June, 1834, he came to Wayne county, where he lived until his

death, in 1891, at Wooster. This was then a new- country and Mr. Baker

saw it transformed from a wilderness to one of the richest agricultural

counties of the great state of Ohio. Eor three years he kept a hotel in

Wooster and then removed to Jefferson, four and one-half miles west, where

he remained until the death of his wife. He was married in Cumberland

county. Pennsylvania, to Mrs. Hannah (Spangler) Zinn, a native of that

county, who had been previously married to William Zinn, by whom she
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had four children, two of them yet living, George and Elizabeth. She was

born in 1797 and died May 9, 1878. Her father when Cjuite young came to

America from Zweihruecken, Germany, about one hundred and fifty years ago.

He had learned surveying in his native land and on arriving in America

his entire property consisted of his instruments. In order to reach the

New World he was compelled to sell his services for a certain period to a

transportation company, and by hard labor paid for his passage. At the

time of his death he was the owner of four fine farms, two in Lancaster

county and two in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania.

Abraham Baker was all his life a religious man and for fifty years was

a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, there being no Evangelical

society when he came to Ohio. He was an honest, straightforward man,

esteemed by all who knew him. He and his wife had four children. Mhlliam

Bartman, Samuel Hunter, Catherine Amanda, Yost Spangler, all deceased

except Yost S., father of Harry E., who was born in YYoster, September

7- 1834.

Yost S. Baker learned the trade of shoemaking, at which he worked

until July 24, 1862, on which day he entered the L'nion army in Company

I, One Hundred and Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The regi-

ment was ordered from the rendezvous at Camp Mansfield, before being armed

or equipped, to the defense of Cincinnati, then threatened by the rebel Gen.

Kirby Smith. They were mustered into the Lhiited States ser\'ice in Cov-

ington. Kentucky, and then sent to Newport, that state, where they were

kept in line of liattle for several days. The regiment afterward saw con-

siderable service in the Southwest, in which Mr. Baker participated, serving

faithfully until the close of the war; he was discharged May 23, 1865, hav-

ing served three years. Though never wounded, the hardships endured in

the army somewhat impaired Mr. Baker’s health and he yet feels their

effects. Returning to the pursuits of peace, he opened a shoe shop in Smith-

ville, where for six months he carried on his trade. Then sold out and for

several years worked as a journeyman. In 1877, he again opened a shoj) in

Smith ville, to which in 1885 he added a line of ready-made goods. Yo.st S.

Baker was married August 2, i860, to Fannie Dralienstot, who was horn Sep-

tember 23. 1840, near Smith ville, her ])arents ha\ing come from Lancaster

county, I’ennsylvania. They have two children, Harry Ellsworth and Edna

May. The ])arenls are members of the Methodist Ifpiscopal church. Mrs.

Baker’s grandfather, Frederick Hrahenslot, was married to Peggy Nicholas

and they had ten children, b'rederick, the grandfather of the subject, was
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born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 1806 and in 1829 married Mary Croft,

she being one of four children, two boys and two girls. They came to Wayne
county in 1830 and had three children, Jacob, Mary and Fanny, all living.

Mary Ci'oft Drabenstot died at the age of forty-eight and Frederick Draben-

stot married Mary Williams. They had four children, Emma, Ida, Della and

Hugh, of whom the youngest three are living. In 1865 he sold his farm in

\\'ayne county and removed to Huntington county, Indiana, where he pur-

chased two farms, and where he died in 1900, at the age of ninety-six years.

Harry Ellsworth Baker was born April 26, 1861, while the family was

living at Smithville, but bis birtlijilace was Jefferson. His district school

education was supplemented with two years' tuition in Professor Eberly’s

high school, in Smithville, later the Northern Ohio Normal School. Leaving

there he learned the trade of a barber at Wooster and returning to Smith-

ville in 1880, opened a shop. On November 22, 1881, Mr. Baker was mar-

ried to Emma Loretta, only cbild of John H. and Mary E. (Salmons)

Alyers, of Orrville. Her father was a teacher and had been principal of the

high schools at Lpper Sandusky, Kenton, Wadsworth, Ohio, and for two

years preceding his death, of the high school at Orrville, also holding the

position of county examiner. He died September 8, 1875, aged thirty-eight,

and his widow subsecjuently became the wife of John H. Harter. She is still

a resident of Orrville and has one child, Mary Alverda Harter. About fifty-

five years ago the Myers family came to Wayne county, from Lancaster

county, Pennsylvania. Tobias Myers, grandfather of Mrs. Baker, was born

in Wurtemberg, Germany, and when eighteen years of age came to America.

In 1836 he was married to Catherine Zimmerman, to which union ten chil-

dren were born: John H., father of Mrs. Baker; Jacob, Mary (Rife), Sam-

uel, Elizabeth (Bechtel), Reuben, Tobias, Daniel, Abraham and Elam. Eour

still survive, tffree of them living in Wayne county. Harry E. Baker moved

to Orrville in 1894 where he conducts one of the leading barber shops and

takes an active interest in local affairs. He also owns a fine farm adjoining

the town, where he is interested quite extensively in preparing Western

draft hoiscs for the Eastern markets, and also owns several valuable prop-

erties in Orrville. Mr. and Mrs. Baker have one child, Ellis Myers, born

August 29, 1882, who resides in Orrville and is engaged in business with

his father. He was married Eebruary 21, 1904, to M. Gertrude Seas, daugh-

ter of the late J. T. Seas, to which union one child was born, Mary Eleanor,

July 12, 1906. Mrs. Baker w'as born in Smithville, Ohio, December 21,
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1862, and was three years old when her father accepted the position of prin-

cipal of the schools at Upper Sandusky, where he lived three years. She

lived with her parents until her father’s death and then made her home with

her mother until her marriage. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

church. Mrs. Emma Baker’s great-grandfather, Jesse McKinley, was horn

in 1794 in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, and in 1815 married Man-

Dugan, who was born at the same place in 1792. They moved to \Vayne

county in 1817, where they lived till their deaths. Jesse McKinley was a

sc|uire and a school teacher and owned a quarter section of land at his death.

They had a family of nine children. Catherine (McKinley) Gearard, the

eldest of the family and grandmother of Emma Baker, was married to

Charles Salmons December 13, 1838, and they had two children. Mary Etta,

mother of Emma Baker, and Elizabeth Ann, both living in Wayne county.

Mrs. Salmons afterward married J. P. Gearard. She died in 1898 on the

old McKinley homestead at the age of eighty-two years. Jesse McKinley

died at the age of thirty-nine years and his widow survived him twenty

years, dying at the age of fifty-nine. Emma Baker’s great-great-grandfather

and great-great-grandmother McKinley were natives of Ireland, as were

also her great-great-grandparents Dugan.

WILLIAM MORGANROTH.

Standing for upright manhood and progressive citizenship, Wulliam Mor-

ganroth, the well known and popular hotel man of Wooster, has long repre-

sented that class of residents of Wayne county who may he depended upon to

support such measures as tend toward the general upbuilding of the community

along material, civic and moral lines. The prosperity and substantial welfare

of any vicinity in a large measure are due to the enterprise and wise foresight

of the class of business men which he represents—progressive, wide-awake

men of affairs. These make the real history of a community, and their in-

fluence in sha])ing and directing its \ aried interests is difficult to estimate.

Mr. Morganroth was horn Ajiril 17, i86r, in Massillon, Stark countv,

Ohio, and he is the son of lienry and .\nna (Guenter) Morganroth. Both

])arents were hoi;n in Germany, from which country they came to America in

youth, d'he father learned the weaver’s trade, and he worked in the factories

at .\kron and Massillon, Ohio, for some time. lie suhserpientlv entered (he
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hotel business at Massillon and Doylestown. The father died in May, 1895,

and the mother died in August of that year, and both are buried in the cemetery

at Doylestown. They were highly respected and well known in their com-

munity.

AVilliam Morganroth received a good education in the public schools at

Doylestown and after passing through the high school he learned the butcher

business and for many years he was .successfully engaged in business for him-

self, also bought cattle on an extensive scale in connection with his regular

vocation. In 1895 he entered the hotel business at Greenwich, Ohio, and

from there to New London, Ohio, and he enjoyed a very satisfactory patron-

age and became widely known to the traveling public as a genial and obliging

host. He suhsecjuently Avent to Akron and engaged in the same business with

ecjual success, later came to Wooster where he is now managing one of the

most popular and best hotels—the Archer—in this part of the state. It is

first-class in every respect, always well kept, neatly furnished and under his able

management has become a favorite with the traveling public.

In December, 1891, Mr. Morganroth married Minnie Siever, of Summit

county, Ohio, the daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Yacky) Siever, an ex-

cellent old family of that county. To Mr. and Mrs. Morganroth was horn

one child, Della, now a young lady of rare refinement and much promise, and

popular with the young society people of Wooster. Mr. and Mrs. Morganroth

are people of sterling worth and of praiseworth}^ characteristics. Mr. Morgan-

roth is deserving of a great deal of credit for what he has accomplished, having

started in life a poor boy and compelled to work his own Avay to success.

LAKE E. JONES.

Lake E. Jones was born on the nth day of August, 1844. at Eredericks-

hurg, Wayne county, Ohio, and died on the 9th day of September, 1907, at

Wooster, Ohio. He Avas a son of David K. and Elizabeth (Rayl) Jones, and

a grandson of Benjamin and Hannah (Van Nimmon) Jones.

David K. Jones, the father of Lake E. Jones, Avas born in Wooster on

the 2ist day of July, 1815. He engaged in the dry goods business in Wooster

and later moved to Shreve, Avhere he conducted a general store for many
years. He Avas a man of fine appearance, kind and generous, and Avas held in

high esteem by all Avho knew him. He served as postmaster of Shreye and



HON. LAKE F. JONES



'•K'



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1409

held other offices of trust in that village, where he resided for many years,

and where he died at the advanced age of ninety-four years.

Benjamin Jones, the grandfather of Lake F. Jones, was born in Win-

chester, Frederick county, Virginia, the 13th day of April, 1787, and when

but a child was taken his parents to Washington county, Pennsylvania.

In 1811 he first visited Wooster on a tour of inspection on horseback. In the

winter of 1812-13 he returned to Wooster, where he afterwards resided and

where he spent an active and useful life. In 1815 he was elected justice of

the peace of Wooster township, and subsequently filled the office of trustee of

that township. In 1818 he was elected commissioner of Wayne county and

served in that capacity for three years. In 1821 he was elected a representa-

tive for the county of Wayne in the General Assembly of Obio. In 1824 he

was placed on the Jackson electorial ticket as one of the district electors. He
•epresented Wayne county in the Ohio Senate from December 7, 1829, to

December 3, 1832, having been re-elected in 1830. In 1832 he was elected a

member of Congress and re-elected in 1834. IMarch 17. 1836. be retired to

bis farm, west of Wooster, where he lived until his death, which occurred

on the 24th of April, 1861.

Lake F. Jones at an early age engaged in business on his own account,

buying and selling sheep and cattle, and operated this business successfully in

Wayne. Holmes and Knox counties. In 1868 he was married to Jennie

Rathall, at Mt. Vernon, Ohio, where he was then located in business. They

had four children, as follows; Mary E., married to John Johnson, of Woos-

ter; Jessie K., married to Judge John C. IMcClaran, of Wooster; Charles C.

Jones, of Wooster, and Lena F. Jones, who died in Wooster, aged eight

years, in 1883. In 1881 Mr. Jones, with his family, moved from Mt. A’ernon.

Ohio, to WMoster and afterwards engaged in the real estate business, and in

later years devoted his time and attention to pros])ecting for oil and gas in

dififerent ])arts of northern Ohio. He was kind hearted and generous to a

fault, and always willing to help those in distress. He was widely known and

had many friends. Like his father and grandfather, he was an ardent Demo-

crat in politics, and was, for many years prior to his death, prominent in the

councils of that party in Wayne county. As a Democrat he was nominated

and elected several terms as a member of the Wooster city council. In i8()6

he received the Democratic nomination for state senator from Wayne county

bv a large majority, and was elected and served as a member of tbe Ohio

Senate in the seventy-third General AssenFly, representing the counties of

Wayne, Holmes, Knox and .Morrow.

(89)
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EZEKIEL B. ZIMMERMAN.

It is a rare privilege, not enjoyed by many of us, to spend our lives

on the old home place, which, after all, is the best place, no matter what other

localities may have to offer, but this E. B. Zimmerman, a well-known farmer

of Chippewa township, A'ayne county, has been able to do, having been born

on the place where he now resides, on September 30, 1848. His paternal

grandparents were Nathan and Alary fAIorton) Zimmerman. The father

of Alary Alorton had the distinction of being a soldier in the Revolutionary

war under General Greene, and the Hessian army camped at one time on

the Morton farm, near Trenton, New Jersey, killing all their stock; the farm

was overrun and considerably damaged by the soldiers, but Greene’s army

helped run the foreign enemy off the place. Alary Alorton was of English

descent, while her husband was born in Germany. He lived for many years

in Center county, Pennsylvania, and was finally killed there about 1811 or

1812 by a tree falling on him. The maternal grandparents of the subject,

Samuel and Alaiy (Likens) AIcClelland, were natives of Pennsylvania also,

the A-IcClellands having been of Scotch-Irish descent and the Likens family of

Irish descent. Samuel and Alary AIcClelland moved to Ohio in a very early

day and lived near Dalton, where Air. McClelland died; later his widow

moved to Indiana and married a Air. Brown, and she lived to be past ninety-

one years of age, dying in Indiana.

Ezekiel Zimmerman, father of the subject of this sketch, was born in

1808 in Pennsylvania and with his mother came to Ohio in 1812 and located

near Alarshallville, WMyne county, in Chippewa township. There he grew

up and worked on the farm, attending such primitive schools as the times

afforded, receiving only a very meager education. The mother of the sub-

ject, Rachael Ann AIcClelland, was born near Dalton, Ohio, in 1821. She

was the second wife of Air. Zimmerman. The latter was always a farmer

and at his death owned considerable land, about three hundred and forty

acres, in Chippewa township; he traded a great deal in land and was very

successful, though he lived a quiet, retired life for the most part. He was

a Republican during most of his life, though he voted for Andrew Jackson.

His death occurred in 1876, when he was over sixty-eight years of age,

Avhile his wife survived until in Alarch, 1908, dying when eighty-six years old.

Thev were the parents of eight children, four of whom are still living.

E. B. Zimmerman was educated in the Smithville Academy ;
being an

ambitious student, he later took a correspondence course wdth the Chautau-

c|ua Correspondence Scliool for a period of nine years, receiving a graded

certificate.
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]\Ir. Zimmerman early in life began active farming and lumbering and

has continued in these lines ever since with marked success. He now owns

one hundred and sixty-two acres of the old homestead and seventy-eight

acres in another place, besides one hundred and twenty-two acres owned

by his wife, which he manages. He carries on general farming in a manner

that stamps him as one of the leading agriculturists of the township, his

places all being under a high state of improvement. He has a beautifully

located and attractive dwelling, a fine barn and all the outbuildings and farm-

ing machinery needed by an up-to-date farmer. He keeps an excellent grade

of livestock, being especially fond of horses and cattle and a good judge of

the same.

Mr. Zimmerman was married on March 14. 1877, to Frances Hess, a

native of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, and the daughter* of James and

Christiana (Franks) Hess. To Mr. and Mrs. Zimmerman have been born

seven children, namely ; Edna E., a graduate of the University of Wooster,

now engaged in teaching at Lander, Wyoming; Ira is a farmer; Clara is the

wife of Earl Steiner; Ernest, who is still a member of the home circle, was

educated in the Ohio State Lhiiversity, taking a short course there, later spent

the first year in the University of Wooster and two years in Columbus; Daniel

E. is a student in the Marshallville high school at this writing; two children

died in infancy.

Politically, Mr. Zimmerman is a Republican, always taking considerable

interest in local affairs. He has very ably served as trustee of Chippewa

township for a period of three years and has also been school director. Mrs.

Zimmerman is a member of the Baptist church.

S. GRANT CASE.

Among the citizens of Plain township. Wayne county, who seem to

have the management of their affairs well in hand and who by their own

efforts have climbed from a humble beginning to a place of infiuence and

comparative ease financially, is S. Grant Case, who was born in this county

in 1866. He is the son of Cyrus S. and Sarah (Miller) Case, both natives

of Wayne county, Ohio. The ])aternal grand])arents of the subjcet were

Samuel and Rachel (Troutman) Case, the former a native of Connecticut

and the latter (ff I’enn.sylvania. 'Phey came to Wayne county, Ohio, in an

early day, and settled three miles south of W'ooster, where they dexotcd
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themselves to farming. Four of their sons were soldiers in the Civil war,

namely: George T., Thomas D.. Cyrus S. and Rezin B. The last named

died in a hospital in Louisville. Kentucky. Samuel Case lived in Wayne
county until his death. The maternal grandparents of S. Grant Case were

Samuel and Rebecca (Snyder) Miller, natives of Pennsylvania. Shortly

after their marriage in that state they came to Ohio and settled in Franklin

township, Wayne county, on a farm which they developed. In about 1873

they bought a farm near Millbrook and there they remained the rest of

their lives.

Cyrus S. Case received a very limited education in the early schools.

He began farming early in life and has followed this occupation ever since;

however, he now* lives practically retired in Millbrook. He has been a suc-

cessful man and* has borne an excellent reputation, having been active in the

Lutheran church for about fifty years. He reared three children. S. Grant,

of this review; Luella. who married a Mr. Landis; Mamie, who married a

Mr. Strock.

S. Grant Case was educated in the common schools and did a great

deal of studying at home, preparing himself for a teacher, having early in

life decided to devote himself to that laudable work. He began in 1887 and

has continued this profession ever since, gaining a wide reputation as one

of the ablest educators of the county, his services being in constant demand,

possessing the happy faculty of pleasing both pupil and patron. He is deeply

grounded in the basic principles of his profession and keeps abreast of the

times in every line pertaining to the same.

Mr. Case’s domestic life began in 1892, when he formed a matrimonial

alliance with Eliza Musser, the accomplished daughter of Martin and IMary

(Rickabaugh) Musser, both originally from Pennsylvania, each repre.senta-

tives of old and sterling pioneer families. To the subject and wife two chil-

dren have been born, Claude C. and C. Marion.

Mr. Case finds time to carry on another line of business, which he

finds both pleasant and profitable, being an extensive breeder of Barred

Plymouth Rock chickens, being considered an expert judge of all varieties

of fancy poultry. For several years he has judged poultry at most of the

leading fairs in Ohio, including the state fair and numerous smaller fairs

and poultry shows, and he has become widely known to poultry raisers

throughout the country. His poultry is always greatly admired by whoever

sees them.

Fraternally. Mr. Case is a member of the Knights of Pythias lodge, and

religiously he is a Lutheran. He is a Republican and has long taken an
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active interest in party affairs locally, being at this writing a member of the

county board of elections, being supervisor of the board, and he makes his

influence felt in county politics. In 1892 he was elected justice of the peace

of Plain township and faithfully performed the duties of this office for one

term, but refused re-election. In 1904 he was elected assessor of Plain town-

ship, and re-elected in 1905. He has proven to be a most efficient and faithful

public servant, giving eminent satisfaction to all concerned, irrespective of

party affiliations.

HOMER B. ODENKIRK.

One of the public spirited citizens of Wayne county who withholds his

co-operation from no movement which is intended to promote public improve-

ment is Homer B. Odenkirk. What he has achieved in life proves the force

of his character and illustrates his steadfastness of purpose, and his advance-

ment to a position of honor and credit in the life of this community is the

direct outcome of his own persistent and worthy labors and it would be hard

to find a more popular or congenial gentleman in the section of the great Buck-

eye state of which this volume treats.

Mr. Odenkirk was born March 29, 1857, on the line between Huntingdon

and Mifflin counties, Pennsylvania, and he is the son of Isaac and Emmaline

(Jacobs) Odenkirk. The father was a farmer and a stock buyer. The ma-

ternal grandfather Jacobs fought in the Revolutionary war. and was given

land for pay in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, from the government. The paternal

grandfather came from some foreign country, the exact location of his birth-

place not being known. There were three sons, Isaac, John and George.

Only two of them, Isaac and George, reared children. Isaac was reared in

Pennsylvania and he was able to procure only a meager education. In the early

days he teamed from Pittsburg to Philadelphia, and during such trips he was

compelled to sleep in his wagon on account of the hotels l)eing crowded. He
Avas a sterling character. His death occurred about 1892, his wife having pre-

ceded him to the grave about 1870.

Homer B. Odenkirk came to Ohio in 1877 and located at East Union.

1 le remained there but a short time when he moved to Wooster. Pie had re-

cei\ed a fairly good education in the schools of Huntingdon county, Pennsyl-

vania, and as a young man he learned telegraphy, the old relay system, but he

never followed his profession. PJpon coming to \\'ooster he went into the
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music business, which he followed in compaii)^ with his brother, John Thomas,

for a year, then managed the business alone for two years, when he formed a

partnership with Speers & McClaran and continued in this manner for a period

of sixteen years, enjoying a very satisfactory patronage. He then again en-

gaged in business alone for several years. He next went in partnership with

the Boston Piano Company, of Wooster, continuing until the company sold

out to a party in Coshocton, Ohio. Mr. Odenkirk then entered the oil busi-

ness, which he followed for a period of nine years. He was the only person

that made an attempt to develop the oil fields around Wooster. He met with

discouragements on every hand, but for many years he was assisted in his

labors by friends and at last his efforts were crowned with success. It might

here be stated that he was responsible for the Boston Piano Company locating

in Wooster.

In April. 1900, he began hauling timber to about one mile west of Woos-

ter to a place known as 0 . Jones’ farm of fi\’e hundred acres and began build-

ing a derrick which was soon erected and he began drilling. On July 9, 1910,

the well was shot and it showed an abundance of gas and some oil. The gas

was piped to the Shale Brick Works and is now supplying the same with fuel.

This proves that such perseverance as Air. Odenkirk has will always win, and

Mr. Odenkirk should feel proud of his achievements. He is a man who does

things, being energetic, broad-minded, persistent and straightforward in all

the relations of life.

Air. Odenkirk was married on November 2, 1889, to Elizabeth Aliller, of

Burbank, Ohio. She comes of one of the old and well established families,

being the daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Aliller. Both are living at Bur-

bank, retired. To Air. and Airs. Odenkirk one child. Rose, was born; she

married William Holmes and they live in AVooster.

Politically, Air. Odenkirk is independent, leaning somewhat toward

Democracy. He is prominent in the Alasonic lodge in AAfooster. He has al-

ways taken an abiding interest in the affairs of this locality and for a period of

four years he very ably served in the city council. Personally he is a veiy

pleasant gentleman, genial, genteel, honest, a man whom to know is to admire

and respect.

JOHN V. STAHL, D. D. S.

Independence of spirit, enterprise, industry and determination, so essen-

tial to a successful career in connection with any vocation, are possessed in an

eminent degree by the subject of this review, who is one of the leading den-
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48, Knights Templar, and prelate of this commanclery for the past eighteen

years; is a member of Wooster Council No. 13, Royal and Select Masters

tists in the city of Wooster. He was born in Winesburg, Holmes county,

Ohio, on the 24th of March, 1868, and is descended from Bavarian parentage.

His grandfather, John Valentine Stahl, was born in Bavaria, near Munich,

Germany, and in 1827 he came to the United States, locating in Holmes county,

Ohio. There he established the town of Winesburg and donated the site for

the first church there. He was a potter by trade and was bigbly respected in

bis community, where he lived during the remainder of his life. The sub-

ject’s father, Charles Stahl, was born in Bavaria, jn 1821, and accompanied

his parents on their emigration to the United States in 1827. On attaining

years of maturity he took up the pursuit of farming, which he followed during

his active life, his death occurring at M-hnesburg on February 28, 1902, at tbe

age of eighty years. He had served as a justice of the peace for many years

and stood high in his community. He married Louise Dodez, who was born

at Mount Eaton, Wayne county, January 3, 1839. Sbe is still living, tbougb

an invalid from the effects of paralysis, and is making her home with relatives

at Canton. Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. Stahl were born seven children, all of

whom are living, namely: Julius, of Bloomfield, Nebraska; Daniel, of AVines-

burg, Ohio; Charles H., an attorney at Akron, Ohio; Joseph, of North Balti-

more, Ohio, being vice-president of the First National Bank of that place:

Mrs. Mary Jefferson, of Plain View, Nebraska, and IMrs. Lulu Hansen, of

Canton, Obio.

John V. Stahl received his preliminary education in the schools of his

home community and remained under the parental roof until eighteen years of

age. He then became a student in tbe Riverside Military Academy at Pough-

keepsie, New York, after which he attended Eastman's National Business Col-

lege, at Poughlceepsie, where he graduated in 1888. He then became a travel-

ing salesman in tbe interest of F. A. Da\'is, publisher of medical books at

Pbiladelphia, remaining with this house several years and making a good repu-

tation as a .successful salesman. Tn 1892 iMr. Stahl entered the dental depart-

ment of Northwestern University, at Chicago, where he remained two years,

taking one vear in the stud}’ of medicine and one year in dentistry, lie com-

])leted his technical education in the Ohio College of Dental Surgerv, at Cin-

cinnati, where he graduated in 1895. Upon the completion of his professional

studies. Doctor Stahl located at Mowrystown, Highland count}’, Ohio, hut

was not satisfied with the location and in July of the same vcar he came to

Wooster, where he has since remained, lie met with a satisfactory rccc])tion



1416 VVA\N]'; COUNTY, OHIO.

from the public from the start and has always enjoyed his full share of the

public patronage. He is a careful and painstaking workman and has invariably

given satisfaction in his work. His office is fitted with all the latest and im-

proved appliances for the successful practice of his profession and he keeps in

touch with the latest advances made in his profession. In 1908 Dr. Stahl

took a post-graduate course at the Northwestern University. He keeps in

close touch with his professional brethren through his membership in the Ohio

State Dental Association and the Northern Ohio Dental Association, of which

he is a valued member. He also possesses a large and well-selected library of

standard books in several lines of literature and is a close reader of the world's

best authors. He has been a keen observer too and is a well informed man
on matters in general.

Socially, Doctor Stahl is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, the

Knights of Pythias and the Fraternal Order of Eagles at Wooster. His re-

ligious membership is with the German Evangelical church at Winesburg.

The Doctor is up to date and ready at all times to encourage movements for

the material advancement of his city or county. He has a large number of

warm jrersonal friends and is well liked by all who know him.

JAMES BUCHANAN MINIER.

It is the progressive, wide-awake man of affairs that makes the real his-

tory of a community, and its influence as a potential factor of the body politic

is difficult to estimate. The examples such men furnish of patient purpose

and steadfast integrity strongly illustrate what is in the power of each to

accomplish, and there is alwa3 S a full measure of satisfaction in adverting,

even in a casual rvay, to their achievements in advancing the interests of their

fellow men and in giving strength and solidity to the institutions which make
so much for the prosperity of the community. Such a man is the worthy

gentleman whose name forms the caption of this biographical review, and as

such it is proper that a resume of his eminently commendable career be ac-

corded a place among the representative citizens of the city and county in

which he resides.

James Buchanan Minier, residing at No. 12 S])ruce street, Wooster, Ohio,

was born at Elmira, Chemung county, New York, December 4, 1856. He is

the son of Solomon and Henrietta Maria (Olmstea Minier, the father born
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at Nunda, Livingston county.. New York, July 21, 1815, and the mother at

Fairsdale. Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, July 21, 1832. The Minier

family is of French (Huguenot) descent. The subject’s paternal grand-

father, George Minier, was horn at Easton, Pennsylvania, and was among the

survivors of the Wyoming massacre. Daniel Minier was an officer in Gen-

eral Sullivan’s army in the Revolutionary war. The subject’s grandmother.

Susan (Cooper) Minier, was born in Providence. Rhode Island, and she was

a sister of iMajor John Cooper, who was killed at the battle of Lundy’s Lane,

fought during the latter part of the war of 1812. The Olmstead family is of

English descent. The maternal grandfather. Waller Olmstead, was related

to Governor Waller of Connecticut.

James B. Minier, of this review, was educated at the Elmira Eree Acad-

emy. Taking up the study of law, in which he made rapid progress, he was

admitted as attorney and counsellor at law in New York in 1880. In 1881

he removed to Ohio. He also successfully engaged in editorial and other

newspaper and literary work for a number of years, winning a reputation as

a clear, forceful and trenchant writer. He enlisted as a private in Company D,

Eighth Regiment Ohio National Guard, Infantry, on October 5. 1882, and

Avas honorably discharged on March 3, 1886.

Mr. Minier ivas married on January 5, 1879, to Etta C. Power, a young

lady of culture and refinement, and an accomplished musician, the daughter

of James B. and Martha (Riley), Power, one of Wooster’s oldest and most

highly esteemed families. This union has been blessed by the birth of one son.

Victor Power Minier, born May 2, 1892.

Politically. Mr. Minier is a Democrat and has long been active and in-

fluential in local party affairs. He served very acceptably as city clerk of

Wooster from 1902 to 1903, and is the jiresent able city auditor, having first

been elected to this office in 1903 and taking charge of the same on IMay ist

of that year. He was the first auditor of the city under the new municipal

code of Ohio, and made such a commendable record that he was re-elected for

the second and third terms, his tenure of office expiring on January i, 1912.

Mr. Minier’s record as city auditor of Wooster is one of which his con-

stituents and friends should he justly proud. His hooks have received the

highest commendation from the state bureau of ])uhlic accounting, and the

official reports made by the state examiners during his terms of office show

that he has even ])erformed his duty well and faithfully. One state examiner

in liis official report says: “The l)ooks of City .\uditor Minier were found

in their usual neat and faultless condition, and that very efficient officer de-
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serves pronounced commendation, not only for the careful and painstaking-

work which is clearly in evidence in his department, but also for the excellent

judgment and comprehension shown in making intricate classifications, and

in conducting the affairs of the office in strict conformity with the require-

ments of the bureau.” As AVooster’s pioneer auditor he had the very re-

sponsible and difficult task of installing the new and very intricate system of

bookkeeping, accounting and reporting prescribed l>y the state. Having been

educated in the legal profession, a careful student of modern office methods

and accounting, with many years of practical experience therein, he has

lirought the auditing department of the city up to a high standard of correct-

ness and efficiency unexcelled in the state. This fact has been repeatedly

emphasized in the published unbiased official reports made by the state ex-

aminers, one of which was quoted above, and is just cause for congratulation

and pride on the part of ever)^ citizen of Wooster, irrespective of party align-

ment.

In reference to the many responsible duties of the auditor, requiring legal

knowledge, experience, skill and close acquaintance with the statutes, it is

very important to note that he is recjuired to prepare and issue all the bonds

of the city, any flaw or error in which is liable to result in additional e.xpense,

delays and costly litigation. In the man}" bond issues prepared Iw Auditor

Minier, representing thousands of dollars, not one error or irregularity has

ever been discovered, although the bonds are frequently inspected, and passed

upon by the most exacting bond attorneys in the United States.

Air. Minier was elected to his third term in November, 1909, by an over-

whelming majority, his plurality being two hundred and seventy-nine. At

this time a Republican mayor was elected by a majority of one hundred and

seventy-two votes. This is certainly evidence of Air. Alinier’s popularity

and of the confidence the public reposes in him. He is evidently the right man

in the right place.

Air. Alinier is a consistent member of St. James Episcopal church at

Wooster, having been vestryman and clerk of the parish for a period of

twenty-four years, and was senior warden and lay reader for many years.

Airs. Alinier, as choir director of this church, organized the excellent ^'ested

boy choir, which she conducted for many years with great success.

The subject is also active, influential and widely known in fraternal cir-

cles. A past Avorshipful master of Elienezer Lodge No. 33, Free and Ac-

cepted Alasons, of Wooster; past high priest,
.
Wooster Chapter, No. 27,

Royal Arch Alasons; past eminent commander, AAToster Commandery, No.
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(Masonic)
;
held the office of orator of Emeth Grand Lodge of Perfection:

is also a member of Mystic Grand Council, Princes of Jerusalem, and Brenton

Chapter, Rose Croix, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Masons, Valley of

Canton, Ohio, and prominent in .the degree work of these bodies. A past

regent of Wayne Council No. 13, Royal Arcanum
;
past sachem of Uncas

Tribe, Improved Order of Red Men; past master workman. Ancient Order

United Workmen, of Wooster, is also a member of the grand bodies of these

orders, and a member of the City Auditors’ Association of Ohio.- During the

more than twenty-five years of his residence in Wooster he has been held in

the highest esteem as a clean, intelligent, cultured, honorable gentleman, and

a good citizen in every sense of the term.

LOUIS K, PRANKS.

The Pranks family is one of the best known in Wyne county, members

of which have been prominent in private and puldic life since the pioneer

days, and the present representatives of the honored name are seeking to

bear aloft the high standard of excellence maintained by their forbears,

being active in the affairs of the general public and never shrinking from their

duties as citizens.

L. K. Pranks was horn in Chippewa township, Wayne county, November

29, 1854, the son of Abram Pranks, who was horn in Fayette county, Penn-

sylvania, where he lived until he was twenty-eight years of age, then mo\’ed

to Wayne county, Ohio, where he was married in 1848 to Amanda Franks,

daughter of Abram Franks, Sr., a second cousin. Abram Franks, father of

L. K. b'ranks, was educated in the common schools and followed teaching

for a time. He was also engaged in the mercantile business at New Geneva,

Fayette county, Pennsylvania, before coming to Ohio. Soon after

coming to \Wyne county he opened a store at Doylestown, where he re-

mained for some time, then went to New A'ork City and engaged in the

wholesale business. He was successful as a merchant. But turning his at-

tention to ])olitics, in 1848. soon after his marriage, he was elected to the

state Legislature on the Democratic ticket, and so faithfully did he serve

his constituents that he was re-elected the lollowing term, .\fter his time

in that office expired he turned his attention to farming, which he followed

for a ])eriod of ten years, then mo\'ed to Doylestown and engaged in mer-

chandising for sixteen or se\-entcen \-ears, then retired, ha\ ing made a great

success of the same.
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On December 3, 1887, Mrs. Franks died, at the age of fifty-eight years.

She was the mother of the following children: Jennie, wife of Rev. J. W.
Law, of Richland county, Ohio; L. K., of this review.

The father of these children was for many years justice of the peace

in Do}destown. He was a very versatile writer and contributed many in-

teresting and entertaining articles to the papers of his day. He was a man
of unusual force of character and his ability was recognized by all who
knew him. His death occurred in January, 1891.

L. K. Franks was educated in the public schools of Doylestown. Early

in life he took up the mercantile business; for three years he was junior

partner in the firm of Charles McCormick & Company, of Doylestown.

August I, 1883, he was married to Linda V. Wharton, daughter of James

and Nancy (Williams) Wharton, a prominent family of Ashland county.

To this union three children have been born, Metta L., Kent W. and Car-

rie L.

Mr. Franks has been in the mercantile business nearly all his life, fol-

lowing in the footsteps of his honored father, and he has been scarcely less

successful than the elder Franks. He is also largely interested in agricul-

tural pursuits in Chippewa township. He is a member of the firm of Franks

& Cleckner, engaged in the lumber and saw-mill business, and with Dr.

A. E. Stepfield he is interested in a fruit farm of seven hundred apple trees

in Chippewa township, one of the valuable farms of its kind in this part of

the state. In all these varied and extensive interests he is having great suc-

cess owing to his splendid management and natural business ability, always

paying close attention to details and being able to foresee the future outcome

of present transactions,

IMr. Franks is justly proud of his family history and likes to tell of

his ancestors, the Franks family being of mixed German and French blood,

the earliest members of which came to America long before the Revolution-

ary war. Michael Franks, grandfather of L. K., died in Pennsylvania, He
was the father of sixteen children. L. K. Franks’ maternal grandfather,

Henry Franks, took part in the war of 1812, was captured by the Indians

at Sandusky, Ohio, and compelled to run the gantlet, but fortunately es-

caped. From such hardy ancestry it is no wonder that the subject is a

man of action and force of character.

In politics Air. Franks is a Democrat and has always been prominent

in ])ublic affairs. He has been rewarded for his valuable services to his

party by being elected township clerk, township treasurer and deputy county

treasurer, in all of which he very faithfully represented his constituents. He
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and his wife are members of the Presb}4erian church, and fraternally he is

a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of

Pythias.

Mr. Franks is a public-spirited man, always interested in whatever

tends to promote the general good, and he is known to be a man of the

highest integrity of purpose.

NATHAN R. ZIMMERMAN.

One of the leading business men of Doylestown and the northeastern

part of Wayne county, Ohio, is Nathan R. Zimmerman, who throughout

his career has maintained the most creditable standards of personal and busi-

ness integrity, and, without putting forth any effort to achieve popularity,

he has done so in a local way by the manner in which he transacts the every-

day affairs of a busy man. He is a native of Chippewa township, having

been born near Marshallville, June 15, 1857, the son of Ezekiel and Rachel

A. (McClelland) Zimmerman, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the

latter of Dalton, Ohio. The paternal grandparents of Nathan R. Zimmer-

man were Nathan and Anna (Morton) Zimmerman, the former spending

his life and dying in Pennsylvania, and the latter came with her son, Ezekiel,

aged eight, and settled near Marshallville. There Ezekiel grew up and

followed farming. He was first married to Anna Holliwell and the follow-

ing children were born to them: Levi, living near Perrysville, Ohio; Eliza-

beth, Eunice and Ann, all three deceased. Ezekiel Zimmerman was twice

married, his second wife being Rachel A. McClelland, and the following

children were born to this union ; Sarah ; Ezekiel, living near iMarshalh ille,

this county; Nathan R., subject of tins review: Jobn ; IDelila and Kasiah

both deceased ; other children died in infancy. The maternal grandparents

of Nathan R. Zimmerman were Samuel and Mary (Likins) McClelland.

They came to this county from Pennsylvania and were pioneers near Dalton.

Sugar Creek township. The parents of Samuel McClelland were Samuel

Emanuel and Ellen (Crooks) McClelland.

Nathan R. Zimmerman was educated in the public schools of Chip])ew:i

townshi]) and at the Mansfield Normal College, receix ing an e.xcellenl educa-

tion. He then followed farming for a time and later attended the EaPorte

Ilorologieal School a( EaPorle, Indiana, and was gi-adualed from the same
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in i\Iay, 1903. He then came to Doylestown, Wayne county, Ohio, and has

since that time devoted his attention to the jewelry business, having built

up an extensi\e patronage and becoming known as one of the most skillful

workmen in this part of the county, being a good judge of all materials and

having been well trained. He is also a conscientious workman, and work and

goods that he recommends to his customers can be relied upon explicitly,

according to the statement of many of his patrons. He has been very successful

since locating here, and among his interests he is a director of the Doylestown

Banking Company, a director in the Ohio Comb and Novelty Company, of

Doylestown, and much of the large success of these enterprises is due to his

judicious counsel.

Mr. Zimmerman was married on December 26, 1889, to Marinda Wag-'

ner, daughter of David and Nancy M. (Little) Wagner, the former born

near Canal Fulton, Ohio, and the latter born near Marshallville, Wayne
county, this state. The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Zimmerman were

Frederick and Mary (Saylic) Wagner, both natives of Pennsylvania, of

German descent. They came to Ohio in an early day and entered land near

Canal Fulton. They cleared a tract of land and made their home here, de-

veloping a good farm. The parents of Frederick Wagner were John and

Mary Jane (Gilcrist) Wagner, both of whom spent their lives and died in

Pennsylvania. The maternal grandparents of Mrs. Zimmerman were

Thomas and Jane (McClelland) Little, natives of Pennsylvania, who came

to Wayne county, Ohio, and entered land near Orrville in an early day.

Here they cleared timbered land and soon had a good home. The parents

of Thomas Little were Thomas and Jane Little. Great-great-grandfather

Little was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, during which he was cap-

tured by the Indians and burned. William McClelland, uncle of Nathan R.

Zimmerman, was a soldier in the Civil war.

i\Ir. Zimmerman is a man of exemplary character and excellent business

ability, and he is interested in whatever tends to promote the interests of

his community. He is a member of the Free and Accepted Masons, Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias.

JOHN W. ZIMMERMAN.

The well-known and progressive business man whose life history is

briefly outlined in the following paragraphs is a worthy descendant of hardy

pioneer stock that figured prominently in the affairs of Wayne county for
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many years, and an analyzation of the character of John W. Zimmerman

would indicate that many of the praiseworthy traits of the older members

of this family have descended to him. He was born at Marshallville, Chip-

pewa township, this county, March 25, 1864, the son of Ezekdel and Rachel

CMcClelland) Zimmerman, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the

latter born near Dalton, Ohio. The paternal grandparents of John W. Zim-

merman were of German descent, and his maternal grandfather. Nathan Mc-

Clelland, was of Scotch descent. Ezekiel Zimmerman came from Pennsyl-

vania with his mother, his father having died in that state when the son

was eight years old. The mother and son settled near Marshallville, and

there Ezekiel grew to manhood, attended the common schools and devoted

his life to farming, becoming one of the prosperous agriculturists of that

\‘icinity. finally by thrift and good management accumulating three hundrecT

acres of land. He made the name Zimmerman popular in the vicinity of

Marshallville, just as his mother’s people had become popular in the vicinity

of Dalton, where they located in a veiy early day. Ezekiel Zimmerman
was the father of six children, John W., of this review, being the youngest

in order of birth.

John W. Zimmerman was educated in the district schools of Chippewa

township, working on the home place during the summer months. His

father dying when he was young, the management of the place fell to him

and he proved to be etiual to the task in every respect. In connection with

farming he also followed lumbering for a period of twelve years, making a

success of this venture also, and laying hy (jiiite a competency. At the end

of the period indicated, Mr. Zimmerman bought out the Huffman hardware

store at Doylestown, where he has since carried on a general hardware busi-

ness. building up an extensive trade with the surrounding country and be-

coming known as one of the leading dealers in this line in A’ayne county.

He also has other extensive interests, among which is that of the Ohio Comb
and Novelty Company, of which he is president, and much of its success is

due to his counsel and ju<licious management. This firm is located at Doyles-

town. He is \’ice-president and acting president of the TDoylestown Bank-

ing Company, and he also owned one-half interest in a planing mill at .\pple

Creek, Ohio, the firm operating the same being known as Baughman &:

Zimmerman, hut he has recently sold his interests there, lie carries to suc-

cessful issue whatever he turns his attention to, for he has jirononnced

e.xecutivc ability and innate business principles that never fail to pro])erly

direct and control large interests when properly directed.



1424 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

In 1888 Mr. Zimmerman was married to Emma Anderson, daughter

of Isaac and Catherine (Walters) Anderson, a highly honored and influen-

tial family of this comity, having been pioneers here. To Mr. and i\Irs. Zim-

merman the following children have been born ; Ray Earl, who was edu-

cated at Doylestown and at Eastman’s Business College at Poughkeepsie,

New York, taking the honors of his class and being graduated in 1909;

he is now very ably acting as general superintendent of the Ohio Comli and

Novelty Company. The other children are Iva May, Harry Wayne. iMerl,

Opal, all students of the local schools except the two youngest.

Mr. Zimmerman is a Republican in politics, and he attends the iMeth-

odist Episcopal church. The home life of Mr. and Mrs. Zimmerman is

peacable and happy, the children they have reared being a constant and un-

failing source of satisfaction to them.

REV. THOMAS JEEFERSON HAGUE, z\. M., D. D.

The subject of this sketch, like most genuine Americans, is of mixed

origin, being on the paternal side of Dutch and English and on the maternal,

Scotch and Irish ancestry. From the best information attainable, early in the

eighteenth century one Frederick Deg left Holland with his wife and one

child for America. The child, it is said, died during the voyage and was

buried at sea, and in the meantime another was born, to whom was given the

name Matthias, and to him all the Dague families in this country trace their

origin. They came from the sturdy peasant Stock, and religiously belonged to

that branch of the Protestant faith known as German Baptist Brethren, or

“Tunkers." As the family became Americanized, the orthography of the

name was gradually changed to conform to the Dutch pronunciation, first to

Dage, for one or two generations, and later, within the memory of those now
living, to its present form.

Michael, Gabriel and Michael D., the great-grandfather, grandfather and

father of the subject of this .sketch, were all natives of Washington county,

Pennsylvania, where the family first settled in this country. Vdiether the

first Ylichael eier came to Ohio or not is uncertain, but the tomb of his wife

is to be seen in the old burying-ground in Milton township, this county.

Gabriel Dage, with his wife and two or three of the older of his ten children,

removed to Ohio in the early part of the nineteenth century and settled in

iMilton township, ^Yayne county. His wife, to whom he was married about
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1815, was Rachael Howe, said to have l)een a near relative to Sir ^\hlliam

HoVve, the old Tory general of the Revolution. At any rate, she is recalled by

])ersons still living as a lady of greatly refined manners, with distinct aristo-

cratic proclivities, and a strong, old-fashioned, blne-stockdng Presbyterian.

Her husband was a man of much ability and great force of character and was

prominent in the affairs of the pioneer community. He was a farmer by oc-

cu])ation, a director in one of the first banks established in this region, that at

Massillon, and a pioneer teacher in the Wayne county public schools. A few

old men still living delight to tell that at his feet they were taught the A B
C’s of learning. The old brick house erected by him on his farm in Milton

township seventy-seven years ago is still occupied as a dwelling and bears his

name and the date of its erection on a stone slab in the gable. He died near

\Vadsworth, Ohio, at the advanced age of more than eighty years. His wife

followed him a few years later, having attained about the same age. In poli-

tics he was at first a Whig, afterwards a strong Jeffersonian Democrat.

His second son, Michael D. Dague, father of the subject of this sketch,

came as a lad with his jjarents to Ohio and grew up with the pioneers on the

Milton farm. The greater portion of his life was that of a quiet farmer.

Though a man of intelligence, excellent judgment and great energy of char-

acter, he never sought or accepted any office of public trust or emolument.

By industry and frugality, he amassed considerable property, being the owner

at his death of about two hundred and fifty acres of land, besides considerable

town property. His later years were given to mercantile pursuits until ad-

vancing age demanded his retirement. For about forty years he held the office

of a ruling elder in the Dovlestown Pre.sbyterian church. He died at his

home in Doylestown, Ohio, in June, 1903, at the age of eighty-five vears. Of
the ten children of the generation to which he belonged, one. his oldest

brother, Archibald Dague, still lives at Western Star, Ohio, hale and hearty,

at the age of ninety-four years.

h'he maternal ancestors of Doctor Dague, Thomas McElhenie ami INlar-

garet ( Eaken ) McElhenie, his wife, were of Scotch and Irish de.scent. Thomas
furnishing the Scotch and Margaret the Irish element, d'hev came to Wavne
county, Ohio, from Center county. Pennsylvania, about the same time with the

Dague family, and settled in the adjoining township of Chip])ewa. Mr. Mc-
Elhenie was a man of sterling character and of more than ordinarv influence

in the community, h'or some years he followed farming, and also kept a

tavern at the cross-roads near where the village of Easton now stands. Later

he o])ened a store in Easton which he conducted successfullv for manv vears.
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until forced into retirement by advancing age. He was for many years a

justice of the peace, Iroth in Pennsylvania, and also after his removal to Ohio,

dispensing law and justice with rigorous impartiality. He was a great lover

of books, and his libraiy of two dozen or more choice volumes was the wonder

and admiration of the pioneers, whose stock of reading matter in many cases

was confined to a Bible, a hymn book and an almanac.

The second daughter, Elisabeth King, became through her marriage to

Michael D. Hague, May 12, 1840, the mother of the subject of this sketch,

he being their second son. She was a native of Pennsylvania and about two

years the junior of her husband. She was a woman of excellent sense and

spirit of refined manners and managed well the affairs of her household. The

fruit of this union was five sons and one daughter, all of whom grew to ma-

turity and became settled in life. The parents lived to celebrate their Golden

M'edding anniversary May 12, 1890, at which an unbroken family circle was

present, and a large number of grandchildren and invited guests also partic-

ipated. Mrs. Hague died in June, 1898, at the age of seventy-nine. Her

husband followed ber five years later, in June, 1893, aged about eighty-five

years.

Rev. Hr. Hague was born on what is now known as the Samuel Collier

farm near Hoylestown, Ohio, Hecember i, 1843. His primary education was

begun in “the little red school house’’ near Wadsworth, Ohio, whither his par-

ents removed about two years after his birth. Later his father purchased a

farm in Summit county, near Western Star, where he had the advantages of

the old Western Star Academy for a few terms during the winter months.

Here he laid the foundation for his future career in the accjuisition of that love

of books and the passion for a literary life that has ever since been the leading

feature of his character. Though it was necessary that a large part of the

year should be spent in the severe drudgery of farm work, being a diligent and

faithful student, he made the most of his meagre opportunities. He was a

constant reader of the best books at bis command, and in the winter of 1861-2

began teaching in the public schools.

Then came the Civil war. Inspired by the spirit of patriotism that was

then prevalent, he enlisted as a private soldier in Company G, One Hundred

and Twentieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and went with the regi-

ment to its rendezvous at Camp Mansfield. Here he was stricken with typhoid

fever, complicated with pneumonia, and was sent home on sick furlough,

where for twelve long weeks he lay hovering between life and death. The con-

valescence was slow, but after eight months of weary waiting he finally re-

joined the regiment, then lying at Big Black River Bridg'e, on Jidy 3, 1863,
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the day preceding the surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi, and was immediately

assigned to duty and served until finally mustered out at the expiration of his

term of service, October 16, 1865. During this time of service he participated

in several engagements, the most important being the siege of Jackson, Mis-

sissippi, July 10-17, 1863, where the regiment was almost constantly under

fire; the “City Belle” disaster, near Snaggy Point on the Red river, where he

was one o.f the few to escape by scaling the river bank under the murderous

fire of the enemy; and the siege and capture or Fort Blakely, the last great

battle of the war. In this engagement he was one of the first, if not the first of

the regiment, to scale the parapet, where he also captured a Confederate flag

and carried it with him inside the fort, but which was almost immeditely

wrested from him by an officer wearing the insignia of a captain, who after-

ward claimed and reported the capture as made by bimself.

Greatly disliking the lazy, lounging monotony of camp life, he was often

at such times, at his own request, detailed for special duty. In this way he

served upon several occasions as assistant in the commissary department, as

helper in the United States Christian Commission, as clerk at headquarters,

etc. After the surrender, he was detailed as a clerk, first at brigade head-

quarters, and was afterward transferred to post headquarters at Houston,

Texas, where he became chief clerk and private secretary to the commanding

officer, so that practically all the business of the office passed through his

hands, though at that time less than twenty-two years of age. This position

he retained until finally mustered out of the service. After a year spent in the

South, in teaching and some attempts at business, failing health obliged him to

return to Ohio. Here he resumed his occupation of teaching, first, in the pub-

lic schools, and later as principal of the Doylestown Academy, an institution

which, like so many of its kind, has since passed into oblivion. This was a

stejiping-stone to the realization of his continued ambition for an education

and a literary life, for during all these years this longing ever grew stronger

and dee]ier, and during all the marches, encampments, discomforts, dangers

and excitements of a soldier’s life there was always found a place in his knap-

sack for one or more of his favorite books, to be perused often hy the light

of the camp fire, while most of his comrades were “swapping yarns” or en-

gaged at cards. In the autumn of i8fi8, having closed his relations with the

Doylestown Academy, he entered Miami University, where, after five years of

faithful and 'diligent work, lie was graduated as a Bachelor and Ma.ster of

;\rts. having in addition to the regular classical course ])ursued post-graduate

studies in ancient and modern languages, philo.sophy, English literature, higher

mathematics and civil engineering, making thus a most cxtraordinan- record
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for scholarship. During this time he was also engaged in much benevolent

and missionary work, carried on by the college Young Men’s Christian Asso-

ciation, of which he was a most zealous and active member. As a matter of

partial sup]Dort, he found employment for hours not devoted to study and reci-

tations in the office of the Oxford Cifi::;cu, thus incidentally learning the prac-

tical work of the printer’s trade. He was also one of the editors of the Miami

Student.

After an engagement of more than four years, and from a mutual desire

that she should be present to witness his triumph at graduation, during the

winter vacation preceding that event, December 26, 1872, he was married to a

lovely and highly accomplished young lady, Josephine ?vl. Reid, daughter of

the late Andrew Reid, of noble Scotch ancestry and a wealthy planter of Rock-

bridge county, Virginia. His wife also. Sarah (Kelsbe) Reid, was of equally

prominent Scotch origin, being a lineal descendant of the stern hut pious old

non-conformist. Rev. James Rutherford, known in history as the pastor of the

])arish of Anworth, so that in both families is represented the best blood of

Scotland. This marriage has been exceedingly fortunate and happy. Like

Jane Carlyle, Airs. Dague has been in every sense a true, loyal and faithful help-

meet for her husband as a teacber, a minister of the gospel and a man of let-

ters. She is also an artist of no mean ability, her work in that line being much

admired and praised.

Immediately upon graduation. Doctor Dague was elected principal of the

old Salem Academy, at South Salem, Ohio, where he remained three and one-

half years, during which time the institution was greatly prospered. Having'

resigned this charge, he at once projected a private institution known as

Dague’s Collegiate Institute, which was opened in Chillicothe, Ohio, in Janu-

ary, 1877, with about thirty students. For three years the institution grew

and prospered until the accommodations were no longer adequate, when the

institute was removed to Wdsworth, Ohio, the grounds and buildings of the

Wadsworth College having been purchased for its use. Here it was continued

for four more years, when grounds, buildings and good will were sold to a

stock company, and its principal turned his attention to the work of the gospel

ministry, his original purpose in seeking an education.

With this end in view, he had been licensed as a probationer by the Cleve-

land presbytery in tbe spring of 1881, and in September of the same year was,

by the same presbytery, duly ordained to the sacred office. His first regular

work in this line was as minister at Lafayette church at Lake Chippewa for

two years, while still discharging his duties as principal. In 1883 he accejited

an unanimous call from the united congregations of Caldwell and Sharon.
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Ohio, wliere he held a very prosperous pastorate for five and one-half years.

Other charges following were Delphos and Middlepoint, two years, during

which time he gathered and organized churches at Scott, Rushmere and Vene-

docia ; Paulding, Ohio, two years ; Milton Center, Ohio, five years, including

outlying work at Deshler, Cecil, Haskins, Rudolph, and other points, strength-

ening weak churches or gathering and organizing new ones. In 1896, over-

work and failing health obliged him to take a rest. A trip to the South and to

the Atlantic coast was taken, during which time he preached constantly in the

Southern churches of Williamsburg and North River, and two years of irregu-

lar work in \'acant churches followed, when he received a unanimous call to

his old home church at Doylestown, Ohio, where he served as pastor for the

following seven years. In the year 1897, he was a commissioner to the general

assembly at Winona, Indiana. Since resigning his charge at Doylestown he is

residing in his own beautiful home known as “The Alaples," a small fruit

farm within the corporate limits of that village. The home is an ideal one of

delightfully shaded grounds, adorned with pots of beautiful shrubbery and

flowers, where the wild song-birds delight to gather and fill the air with their

delightful music. Here, with his wife and an adopted daughter, who constitute

his household, he lives in the congenial companionship of his books, pursuing

his favorite studies and ministering to the spiritual needs of his old parish-

ioners and others as opportunity offers. Doctor Dague's attainments in schol-

arship are far beyond those of most men in his profession. His diligence in

study, his long career as a teacher, and his thirty years' work in the ministry

have developed his powers beyond the average. He is able to read and interpret

the Scriptures in .seven different languages and dialects, is more or less familiar

with the Latin. Greek. German, French and English classics: has a wide ac-

(piaintance with the history and themes of philosophic thought : is familiar

V, ith the works of all the great thinkers from Plato and Aristotle to the latest

of the modern ])hilosophers of note: and keeps himself well informed as to the

current developments in .science and literature. For the past fiftv years he has

been a fre(|uent contributor to the general press, though he has published no

l)()oks, and from a sense of modesty has ]>ublished most of his writings over a

now dc plume. He has written articles on current topics of public interest,

besides |)oetry, hymns, ])0])ular songs, set to music, and articles on general

literature and for the religious press. Many of these have been widely copied

and fax’orably commented on. 'Die history of civilization, embracing philoso-

])hy. coni])arati\e religion and general literature, are his favorite studies. At

])resent he is engaged in ])re])aring a commentary on the life of Christ on a new
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and original plan, and largel}^ from a pS)Thological and philosophical stand-

lioint. He is a pleasant and interesting speaker and is in frequent demand for

lectures and addresses upon various public occasions. He has also patented

some useful inventions. Ecclesiastically, he is a Presbyterian, and soundly

orthodox on all the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, though tolerant of

all creeds and charitable to all. In politics he is independent, though usually

voting with the Prohibitionists. In 1882 he was a delegate to the state pro-

hibition convention at Columbus, and was once solicited to become a candidate

for governor on that ticket, but declined.

Doctor Dague loves the retired and Cjuiet life of a student. He has little

sympathy with or interest in the wild rush for money-making that character-

izes the present age. In his library, well stocked with' the best books along the

line of his favorite studies, or sitting under the maples, enjoying their com-

panionship or that of living literary friends, who often come to visit at his

home, with his desk and cases well filled with autograph manuscripts, the re-

sults of many pleasant hours of meditative thought, or in pleasant conversa-

tion with the clear ones of his own delightful household, he is content to let

the rushing world surge by in its mad rush after the perishable riches whilst

he is accumulating and enjoying the true wealth that can never perish, a mind

well cultured and stored with knowledge, a clean conscience, a happy home.

At peace with God and man, honored and respected at home and abroad, he

may well look forward to a happy ending of a busy and useful life.

FOREST hlOUGEY.

With few opportunities except what his own efforts were capable of

mastering, and with many discouragements to overcome, Eorest Mougey,

one of the leading citizens of the younger generation in Milton township,

Wayne county, has made an exceptional success in life and is living up to the

high standard of citizenship set by his ancestors. He was born on the IMougey

homestead, where his father, Peter Mougey, still lives in Milton towmship,

southeast of Creston, March 23, 1874. His father, Peter Mougey, was born

September 3, 1843, same farm he now occupies. His father, Xavier

-Mougey, came from Prance about the year 1830 and took up the homestead

and this has remained in the family every since. Grandmother Katherine

Eicher was here when Xavier Mouge}' came, and they were married in New
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York and came to Wayne county. The county was wild and they had to

make their own roads. Mrs. Mougey, mother of the subject, bore the maiden

name of Mary Stoll. She was horn in France and came to America when

four years old with her mother, her father having died in France before she

came over. There were seven girls and two boys in the family.

Forest Mougey was educated in the home schools and he remained on his

father’s farm until he married, when he began the pump and well business,

making his home in Sterling, with the exception of a few months spent in

Rittman. Fie was married in March, 1902, to Alertie Fetzer, daughter of

Peter and Katherine (Phillips) Fetzer; the former was born on the Fetzer

homestead in Canaan township. Katherine Phillips was born in Pennsylvania.

Both the Fetzer and Phillips families came to Canaan township in pioneer

days. The ])aternal grandfather of Mrs. Mougey was Barnhart Fetzer, who

came to this county as early as 1828 and settled in Canaan township on the

land where Charles Sell now li\-es. This place was at that time all covered

with timber, but the old pioneer was a hard worker and cleared • up the land

and made a good farm of it.

Mr. Alougey has made a success of his life work and is comfortably

fixed in reference to this world’s affairs, having a modern and nicely furnished

home, and is carrying on his present line of work with a rare soundness of

judgment and foresight.

One bright and interesting child has been horn to Mr. and Mrs. iMougey,

named E. Jay, whose date of birth was December 31, 1902.

In ])olitics Mr. Mougey is a Democrat, and wdiile he is usually too deeply

engrossed in his business affairs to take much interest in local political affairs,

his support ma}^ always he depended ujion in furthering any movements looking

toward the good of his community. He is known to he strictly honest in his

dealings with his fellow men.

BFKJAMIN F. KFPLER.

In giving the life record of the gentleman whose name initiates this

sketch sufficient will he said to show that he is one of the enterprising and ])ro-

gressive citizens of ^^’ayne county, being one of the skillful agriculturists of

Chii)])ewa townshi]), being, as the name implies, a descendant of sterling Ger-

man ancestry. 1 le was horn on July 4, 1852. in Stark county. Ohio, the son of

John and Nancy (Jackson) Kepler, the former a native of Germany and the



1432 WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

latter born in England. The paternal grandparents of the subject lived and

died in Germany, and the maternal grandparents lived and died in England.

John Kepler, father of Benjamin E., was educated in Germany, having been

horn in the Eatherland about 1798. About 1818 he came to the United States

and settled in Pennsylvania and married there. He operated a woolen mill.

Later he moved to Stark county, Ohio, and bought a .small farm, later rented

a place on which he died. He was the father of nine children, namely: Eliza-

beth, Henry, James, Adam; Lydia, now Mrs. Eckrote, of LaVara, Ohio;

Jemima, now Mrs. Jasper Krise, of Dundee, this state; Benjamin R, of this

review.

Henry Kepler was a soldier in the Union army, having enlisted in the One

Hundred and Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was killed at the

great battle of Gettysburg. James and Adam Kepler served in the One Hun-

dred and Nineteenth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry from 1862 to 1865.

Benjamin E. Kepler, of this review, attended the common schools of

Stark county, Ohio, until he was sixteen years of age. For a short time he

worked on the home place when he became of proper age. When still a young

man he came to Chippewa township, Wayne county, and began working as

a butcher, following this successfully for five years, being in the employ of a

Mr. Stootmiller. He then married and was employed in connection with the

Sih er creek mine for eleven years. He saved his money and purchased eighty-

seven acres of land in Chippewa township where he now lives and on which he

conducts general farming interests in a manner that makes him a very com-

fortable living. His place is in good condition in every way and he has a good

home and keeps some livestock and plenty of poultry.

Mr. Kepler was married on February 25. 1875, to Louisa Simmons,

daughter of Michael and Mary (Houseman) Simmons. Mr. Simmons was a

native of Germany and attended the schools of his native land, studying also

in English after coming to America. At the age of seventeen years he ac-

companied his |)arents on their immigration to this county, locating at Canal

Fulton, Ohio. Besides being a good farmer, he was also an e.xpert carpenter.

He lived in Stark county a number of years, and in that county his daughter

Louisa (Mrs. Kepler) was horn. Mrs. Simmons was a native of Pennsyl-

vania. having come from that state to Wayne county, Ohio, settling in Chip-

iiewa township in an early day, where they cleared a farm and had a good

home.

To Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin F. Kepler the following children were horn :

Laura, Charles, William, all three dying in infancy; Gertrude is the wife of

Charles Cofifman ; Maude is the wife of Nicholas Writer; Grace died when
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about three years of age; Mary is also deceased; Lydia is the wife of Augustus

Zuehrsmidt; Ila, Bernice, Melvin and Harry are all living at home.

Mr. Kepler and his family are members of the Lutheran church at Doyles-

town. Mr. Kepler is a Democrat, and he ably served as school director and

clerk of the school hoard for eight or ten years.

HARVEY PORTER.

It is a pleasant thing to see old age and happiness go hand in hand adown

the last lapse of the road of earthly life. This is as it should he, hut for numer-

ous reasons it is seldom seen. For happiness is the true end and aim of life,

and it is the task of intelligence to ascertain the conditions of happiness, and

when found the truly wise will live iu accordance with them. By happiness

is meant not simply the joy of eating and drinking,—the gratification of the

appetite,—hut good, well being, in the highest and noblest forms. The joy

that springs from obligation discharged, from duty done, from generous acts,

from being true to the ideal, from a perception of the beautiful in nature, art

and conduct, the happiness that follows the gratification of the highest wants

;

the liappiness that is the result of all that is really right and sane.

Happiness seems to have been a dominant factor in the long, useful and

interesting life of Harvey Porter, for many decades a well known resident of

Wayne county and who is now ninety years old, for he is serene and cheerful

and lias ever sought to gi\'e pleasure to others. A study of his life cannot

help hut he beneficial. This venerable and highly honored patriarch was liorn

in Xew Philadelphia, Tuscarawas county, Ohio, November 9, 1820. He re-

cei\ed scarcely any ad\antages of schooling in the pioneer days of his boy-

hood. and when a young man he learned the lilacksmith’s trade and worked at

that, as also as a carriagemaker. He came to \\hTyne county when ((uite

young and followed his trade in h'rederickshurg, where he li\'ed for manv
years and was regarded as a very skilled workman.

.\t the breaking out of the Ci\ il war Mr. Porter enlisted in the One llun-

dred and Second Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infanlrv, at Wooster, and he

seiA'cd with muc'li credit until the close of the war. 1 le returned to h'redericks-

hurg after the war and resumed his \'ocation and was (|uite successful. He
li\ed there until his wife died and then moved to Shreve, this count\'. where

he lived alone.
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On June i6, 18.15, Mr. Porter was married in New Philadelphia, Ohio, to

Catherine Disecker, of that place, and by this union five children were born,

namely: Mary Adaline, deceased; William S. lives at Big Prairie, Ohio;

Priscilla E., deceased; John Newton, deceased; David, deceased. On May 13,

1884, the mother of these children passed to her rest and was buried at Fred-

ericksburg, this county. Mr. Porter has ten grandchildren living, one of whom
is the wife of F. E. Schauff, a conductor employed on the Pittsburg, Fort

Worth & Chicago Railroad. Pie is a young man of sterling cpialities

and one who is very highly respected. An evidence of his ability and faith-

fulness is seen from the fact that he has been in the employ of the same road

for a period of sixteen years. Pie and his wife are popular with a wide circle

of friends and they have a nice home over which Mrs. Schauff presides with

grace, and she makes all who cross their threshhold feel welcome.

Mr. and Mrs. Schauff w'ere married February 22, 1900. She is the

daughter of Edgar and Mary A. (Porter) Welch. Mr. Schauff w-as born

in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, February 28, 1874, and he came to Wooster, Ohio,

wdien five years of age and has lived in this city ever since. He was reared

in the Catholic faith. Politically he is a Democrat and fraternally a member

of the Knights of Columbus, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the Order of

Railway Conductors. Mr. and Mrs. Schauff have two bright children, Frances

Mary, born February 5, 1901, is attending school at Wooster, and William,

who was born December 25, 1906.

Mrs. Schauff is fond of her aged grandfather and is responsible for this

tribute to him. He is a bright old gentleman, still in possession of his faculties

and is an interesting talker on the pioneer days. At present he is making his

home at Pana, Illinois, where his brother and sister resides. He belongs to

the Methodist Episcopal church and he votes the Republican ticket. He be-

longs to the Grand Army of the Republic.

PETER MOUGEY.

An excellent representative of the progressive agricultural class of citi-

zens of Wayne county is Peter Mougey, who came from an ancestry that

figured prominently in the affairs of this country in pioneer times, when the

country was covered with an almost interminable forest of native trees,

filled with wild animals, and wilder men. His people came here from far
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across the broad Atlantic and began to carve homes from the primeval forests,

build schools and churches and introduce the customs of civilization in the

wilderness. They were willing to take the hardships that they might acquire

the soil, and the home that was sure to rise. Francis and Fannie (Barrett)

Mougey, grandparents of Peter Mougey, were natives of France. Coming

to America in an early day, they located in Wayne county, Ohio, bringing

their son, Xavier, father of Peter, of this review. After remaining here for

some time, the famil}^ moved to Shelby county, Ohio, and there Francis

Mougey took up farming, living there until his wife died, after which event

he moved to southern Indiana and there spent the remainder of his days.

The maternal grandparents of Peter Mougey were Joseph Eichert and

wife, natives of Alsace-Lorraine, formerly a part of France, but now a part

of Germany. This family, in which there were several sons, came to America

prior to the advent of the Mougeys here, and they, too, came to WTyne
county, Ohio, locating in Baughman township. Entering land from the gov-

ernment, they cleared the same and developed a good farm, on which they

lived and died. Christian and Jacob Eichert, sons of Joseph Eichert, assisted

in opening the canal at Fulton.

Peter Mougey’s parents were born in France, the father in 1811, and

the mother, who was known in her maidenhod as Katherine klicher, was

born in 1805. The former came to x\merica alone, but the latter was accom-

panied by his parents. They met in that country and were married there.

Xavier Mougey worked in New York for several years, finally moving wdth

his wife to Milton township, Wayne county, Ohio, and hought a farm of

eighty-five acres; later he purchased the farm l)elonging to IMrs. IMougey’s

sister, consisting of one hundred and sixty acres. This he cleared and im-

proved and here reared his family of five children, of which number four are

living at this writing, namely: Fannie, Katherine, Peter (of this review) and

Jacob, of Wooster. Xavier Mougey took considerable interest in the affairs

of the Democratic party, and he served as township supervisor, and also

school director and other local offices. He was a member of the Catholic

church and his wife adhered to the Mennonite faith. Mr. Mougey lived to a

ri])e old age, dying in 1903, after an honorable and highly successful life.

Ilis wife ])receded him to the silent land hy many years, dying on IMarch 1 i.

1869.

I’cter IMougey, whose name introduces this review, was born in INlilton

townshij), Wayne county, on the farm which he now owns, September 3.

1842. Tie received a fairly good education in the district schools, and



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.

worked on the home place, which he purchased from his father in 1866, and

lie has since managed the same with marked success. He remodeled the

house and erected good barns and he has done considerable tiling and ditch-

ing, until he has one of the leading farms of the township. He has carried on

general farming and stock raising in a manner that places him well abreast

of the times in both. For the past hue years he has rented his place to Ernest

AlcConnell, his son-in-law, and is now liYing practically retired, surrounded by

plenty as the fruits of his earlier years of toil and good management.

In politics Mr. Mougey is a Democrat, and he has very ably served his

community as school director and has been trustee of his township many
times. In 1879 he was elected county commissioner and served one term;

he did not make a second effort to secure this office, preferring to giv'e his

attention exclusively to his farm.

Mr. iMougey was married September 18, 1866, to Mary Stoll, a native

of France and the daughter of Jacob and Anna Stoll; the father died in

France and his widow and six children came to America and located in

Baughman township, Wayne county, Ohio, where the mother died. Nine

children ha\ e ben born to Mr. and Mrs. Alougey, namely : Malinda, Webster,

Ellen, Forest, Irene, Belle, Jessire, Catherine and Pearl; the last two named

are still li\ ing at home with their parents. No family in this part of the

county is better known or more highly esteemed than the Mougeys.

WILLIAM RALPH BARNHART. JR.

'I'he paving brick business in Wooster, in which William Ralph Barn-

hart, Jr., is interested, was established about twenty years ago and purchased

bv the gentleman of which this sketch is written, in 1906, he being the sole

proprietor. This is the only business of this nature in Wayne county, and

the demand for this product has rapidly increased. The capacity of this plant

is seventy-five thousand paving brick per day.

i\Ir. Barnhart was born in Greensburg, Pennsylvania, December 18, 1877,

and is the son of William R. and Catherine (Shup) Barnhart, natives of

Greensburg and INIt. Pleasant. Pennsylvania. The father is a farmer and

banker of Greensburg, this state, and has long been a man of infiuence there.

i\Ir. Barnhart was educated in the public schools of his native town and

at iMercersburg College, from which institution he was graduated in 1899.
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He at once entered a business career and was cashier of the Pleasant Unity

Xational Bank at Pleasant Unity, PennsyB'ania, and assistant treasurer of the

^Merchants Trust Company at Greenshurg. He came to \\’ooster, Ohio, in

1905 and has continued in business here to the present.

Mr. Barnhart was married on January 21. 1906, to Helen Br_\-ce. daugh-

ter of James IMcUonald Bryce, of Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania, an old and well

established family there. This union has resulted in the birth of one daugh-

ter, Emily B. Fraternally, Mr. Barnhart is a Royal Arch Mason-.

REV. W4 LL HERMAN HUBBEEL.

This revered advocate of the gospel of the lowly Xazarene is one of the

best known men in V’ayne county, where he has for many years administered

to the people in whatever way he could to better their condition, although he

himself would not admit that he had done anything other than his plain duty-

in a .small way toward the amelioration of his fellow men. He is a native of

New Plymouth, Ohio, where he was horn August 25. 1868, the son of Rev.

S. C. and Mary L. (McWilliams) Huhhell, the former a native of Crawford

county. Pennsylvania, where he was horn July 29. 1830. The Huhhell family

were natives of Connecticut. In the old Nutmeg state the first members of

this family- were ]irominent for many years. Re\’. S. C. Huhhell was a noted

minister in the United Pre.shyterian church. He graduated at Westminster

College, at New Wilmington, Pennsylvania, in 1862, working his way through

college ; also attended Allegheny Theological Seminary, from which he was

graduated April 3. 1865. He was ordained by the Aluskiugum presbytery,

.\.]iril 20. 1869. Both he and his wife are living in Wooster, this county, at

])resent, where they- are highly honored by all who know them. He was min-

ister for eight years of the church at Scotch Ridge, this state. He and his

wife are the parents of two hoys and two girls, namelv; Rev. W H., of this

review ;
.\ddie E., deceased : Her\-ey H.. deceased, was an attoruev at

W'ooster, Ohio; .My-rtle A., who is engaged in business al W'ooster.

Rev. W. H. lluhhell was educated in the district school, graduating

from the Wooster high school in 1886 with a splendid record for scholarship.

He attended the University of Wooster for three years, then took up the

study of law for two years, hut believing that it was his mission to s])read

the gospel of peace rather than pursue the ])rosaic and thorny road of juris-

prudence, .he entered the .\llegheny theological Seminarv in i8()4. from
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which he was graduated in 1897, hauing made a uery commendable record in

the same. He was ordained to the ministry the same )^ear, after which he

was ineited to take charge of the work at Dalton, Wayne county, Ohio, which

he did in June, 1897, and has been in charge every since, rendering efficient

service and building np the congregation, winning the esteem and admiration

of all, for he is an earnest and forceful speaker and a conscientious worker in

the cause which he represents. The members of the congregation have doubled,

as have also those of the Sunday school—in fact, few United Presbyterian

churches in the state are today in better condition in every way, both temporal

and spiritual. Rev. Hubbell was honored by being elected moderator of the

synod of Ohio in 1905, the highest office of the whole synod. This is suffi-

cient criterion of his worth and standing in the synod. He very capably

served in that capacity. In 1908 he was elected stated clerk of the synod of

Ohio for a term of four years, a very responsible position in the church. He
has also been stated clerk of Mansfield presbytery for a period of thirteen

years, and, in fact, is still clerk of the synod and presbytery. He served three

years as superintendent of the young people's work in Mansfield presbytery.

In 1905 be was elected a member of the board of directors of the Allegheny

'rheological Seminary, at present holding that position and doing a very com-

mendable work for the cause of education. He has been a delegate to the

general assembly four times. He was three times a member of the committee

of home missions of this church in the United States. Such exalted posi-

tions are not given men of ordinary c[ualifications, but only to the leaders of

men. men of high ideals and all the attributes of a genuine moulder of public

opinion.

The Rev. Hubbell was married August 17, 1897, to Jeannette A. Imgard.

whose birthplace was Wooster, Ohio. She is a graduate of the Music Con-

servatory of Wooster, in which institution she made a splendid record. She

was born in 1871. To Re^^ Hubbell and wife the following children have

been born; Wilbert I., born September 22, 1898: Marie J., born October

II, 1901 ;
Kathryn AI., born August 17, 1904: Arline L., born May 23. 1908,

d'ed -\pril 18, 1909.

Not only in church affairs has the Rev. Hubbell made his influence felt,

hut also in civic affairs, having been elected mayor of Dalton, this county, in

1907, and is at present holding that office, discharging the duties of the same

in an able and conscientious manner, that has stamped him as an exponent of

progress and the right. This is an unusual office for an active minister, but

the people wanted him, as will be shown when it is learned that he was elected



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO. 1439

by a majority of twenty-five, the largest that any candidate ever received for

the same office. Useless to say that he is making his influence felt for good

through the office and is managing the affairs of the little city in a manner

that has won the commendation of all concerned. He is truly a useful man,

and whom everyliody admires and respects for his genuine worth, his sin-

cerity and his good fellowship.

ABRAM ETLING.

When a man wins his own way from an humble station and discouraging

environment to success and an honorable standing in the community, his

career is worthy of representation in the history of such a locality. We find

in studying the career of Abram Etling, a farmer in Chippewa township,

Wayne county, that such were his experiences. His birth occurred on the

homestead now' occupied by his brother, January 9, 1852. and he is the son of

Whlliam and xUlngail (Myers) Etling. His paternal grandparents were Henry

and Katherine Etling, natives of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, who came

to Wayne county, Ohio, about 1820, among the ])ioneers of the community

where they settled. Mr. Etling did not long survive after coming here,

Mrs. Etling living until 186,6. The maternal grandparents of the subject

were John and Mary Myers, also natives of Pennsylvania, who came to

W'ayne county, Oliio, about the same time as did the first memliers of the

Etling family.

The maternal grandmother also took u]i land, two cpiarter sections in

Chippewa towmship, consequently at one time this family w’ere collectively

quite extensive land owners.

Wh'lliam Etling, father of Abram, was born in Pennsylvania on Decem-

ber 3, 1815, and his wife, x^bigail Myers, was born December 18, 1S22.

'fhey came to Ohio with their jjarents and were here married on June 3.

1841. A/fr. Etling engaged in farming, and at the time of his death owned

over one hundred and si.xty acres in Chippewa townshi]), where he became

w^ell know'll and fairly well to do. His death occurred September 27, 1892,

having been jireceded to the silent land by his W'ife only a few months, her

death having occifrred on January 16, 1892. William Etling was a Democrat

and took considerable interest in local affairs, having held the office of trustee

several terms. He and his wife were the jiarents of nine children, two of

w'hom died in infancy, seven living at this w'riting.
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Abram Etling was educated in the common schools of Chippewa township

and was reared on the farm, which he worked during the crop season. Wlien

the Civil war began Abram's older brother enlisted in the Union army and

the subject was compelled to remain at home to work. Quite naturally he

took up farming and has followed this line of work ever since, with the e.xcep-

tion of three years, when he moved to Barberton and engaged in teaming from

1 904. Finally returning to the farm, he still manages the same with suc-

cess, his place consisting of eighty acres, on which he raises a diversity of ex-

cellent cro]is and keeps some stock, the two lines of endeavor making him a

very comfortable living.

Mr. Etling was married Alarch 2. 1875, McIntyre, a native of

A\'ayne county, Ohio, and the daughter of Phillip and Agnes Alclntyre, old

settlers of this county, who now live in Kansas. To Air. and Airs. Etling were

born nine children, namely: William E., Bertus Oliver, Arthur AE (de-

ceased), Bertha Alice, Etta Blanch, Laura K. (deceased). Forest Richard,

Florence Arville and Abram Harold.

Air. Etling is a Democrat and he and his wife are members of the Re-

formed church in Alarshallville.

ROSS W. FUNCK.

An active and energetic member of tbe Wayne county bar is Ross W.
Funck, wbo has long occupied a position in the front rank of the legal pro-

fession in a communit}' noted for the high order of its talent, and he has so

ordered his life as to gain and retain the implicit confidence of his fellow citi-

zens. He was born in Wooster, Ohio, on January ii, i86i, and is the son

of Daniel Funck, who is also a native of Wayne county, the latter being tbe

son of John Funck, who was born in M'estmoreland county, Pennsylvania,

January 30, 1788, of German extraction. He married Maria, daughter of

Christian Fox, January 3, 1811. She w^as a native of the Keystone state,

born November 3, 1787. Tbe result of this union w?ere thirteen children. In

1826 John Funck and family settled in Chester township, Wayne county, Ohio,

where he was a successful farmer for a cjuarter of a century. Being a man of

deep religious convictions and possessed of a good education, he became a

teacher and minister in conjunction with his labors on tbe farm, and for a

period of fifty years consecrated himself to the ministry, doing a very com-
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mendable work along this line. In 1849. having attained three score years,

he moved to ^^"ooster, where his death occurred April 2, 1862, his widow

surviving him until Fehruary 22, 1879.

Their sou, Daniel Funck, father of the subject, was born July 27, 1829,

in a log cabin on his father’s farm in Chester township. He helped develop

the home place and when a hoy attended the old log school house of primitive

construction, with puncheon floor and greased paper for window panes, hut

here he gained the early rudiments of an education. A’hen twenty years of

age he determined to set out and meet the “current of the world" for himself,

so. in 1849, went to Ashland, Ohio, and became an apprentice in a carriage

manufactory: later he traveled as a journeyman carriagemaker, and in 1853

he made the long, arduous trip to California during the height of the “gold

fever." He returned to Wayne county in 1859 and soon afterward pur-

chased a carriage manufactory at Wooster and conducted the same until

1 866, when it was destroyed by fire. During the Civil war he was a Union

supporter, 0 private in Company D, Fifty-second Regiment. Ohio National

Guard, in which he served until Alay i, 1866. In 1868 he estal)lished his

])resent insurance l)usiness, which he has conducted with remarkahle success.

Daniel Funck was married in 1859 to Matilda Imhoff, daughter of

Whlham and Susan Imhoff, of Ashland county, Ohio, this family having-

migrated to this state from Pennsylvania in pioneer days. This union re-

sulted in the birth of six children, namely: Ross of this review, being

the oldest: Earl R. and Frank are deceased, leaving Alice i\I., Harriet Lu-

cretia and Chloe Devona, all graduates of the University of M'ooster.

Ross W. Funck graduated from the Wooster high school in 1879. and

from the University of Wooster in 1883. having made very commendahle

records in lioth. Deciding to devote his attention to the legal profession, he

began the study of law .soon afterward in the office of the late Hon. John

McSweeney, and graduated from the Cincinnati Law College in May. 1885.

He then o])ened a law office in the insurance office of his father, Daniel

Funck, and he is still engaged in the ])ractice here. Inn ing a wide clientele,

and his name is constantly before the public in connection with important cases

in the local courts. His entire career has heen emphasized hv i)ersistent in-

dustry, close a])plication to husiness, ])rudence and prom])titude, ;ind has pro\ en

himself entirely capable of handling the important affairs intrusted to him.

lie has heen tife attorney of the Wayne Ruilding and Imau Coni])anv e\er

since its organization.

(9O
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In his political affiliations he is a loyal Republican, having served many

years on the county executive committee, and for five years as secretary or

chairman, and his efforts in the same led to many local victories for the Re-

publicans, for Mr. Funck is an able organizer and knows how to conduct a

successful campaign. In 1887 Mr. Funck was elected city solicitor of

Wooster by a good plurality, although the city is Democratic, performing

the duties of the office in a faithful and acceptable manner. In 1894 he was

elected prosecuting attorney of Mffiyne county and. although a Democratic

county, he received more votes than any other candidate on the ticket that

year, which is proof enough of his high standing among his fellow citizens.

At the Republican primaries of the summer of 1899 he obtained the nomina-

tion for probate judge of Wayne county, reduced the majorities of the Demo-

cratic ticket one thousand and forty, but failed in the election by only thirty-

eight votes.

Mr. Funck was the first president of the Wooster High School Alumni

Association, being active in its organization. He has also been president and

vice-president of the FTniversity of Wooster Alumni Association and served

for many years as an active member of its executive committee.

Mr. Funck has been a Mason since 1883 and has been quite active in

all the Ma.sonic bodies in Wooster, being a past master of the Masonic lodge,

a past high priest of the Chapter Masons, and a past eminent commander of

Wooster Commandery of Knights Templar. He was also active in other

lodges, being a past chancellor commander of the Knights of Pythias lodge

of Wooster, a past regent in the Royal Arcanum and a past officer in the

Red Men. He is a member of the First Presbyterian church at Wooster and

a liberal siqiporter of the same, having served for many years as one of its

trustees.

Mr. Funck w'as married in 1893 to Cordelia Coyle, daughter of the late

Dr. Charles L. Coyle, of Gallon, Ohio. To this union were born four inter-

esting children : Daniel Coyle, Julia Matilda, Estella Alberta and Marjorie

Eleanor, all of whom are now pupils in the public schools of Wooster, as Mr.

Funck is a great admirer of the public schools of this city.

By his observances of fundamental rules of business, based upon honesty,

rectitude and fidelity to trusts and confidences reposed in him, he has won

the public esteem, achieved professional success and doubtless greater political

honors aw'ait him in the years to come. As an attorney, he is courteous and

cordial, painstaking and always considerate of the welfare of his clients. He
aims to do things at the right time, observing punctuality as a business maxim.
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JAMES LANCE.

. Among those who braved the wilds of this section of Ohio when the

Indians were still here and the wild animals were everyday sights in the

dense woods was James Lance, long since passed to his reward, but whose

name will continue to adorn the annals of his community for all time, owing

to the fact that he performed well his part in the drama of civilization and

led a life that was exemplary in every respect, setting an excellent example

to the younger generations, for he was a leader in his locality in all matters

that pertained to its upbuilding, and in a conservative manner doing wbat

good he could in all lines as he labored for his own advancement and that of

his family. His memory is well worthy to be cherished by his descendants

and friends.

James Lance, son of Christopher Lance and wife, was born in the state

of New Jersey, January 28, 1794, and his father, who was a native of Ger-

many, brought him to Jefferson county, Ohio, in 1795, the family locating

near Steubenville. He and his brother Henry came to Milton township,

Wayne county, Ohio, and he entered three quarter sections of land, giving

his brothers, Henry and William, their choice, the former locating on the

north and west and William on the east, leaving James the best farm, and

he had more property when he died than both his brothers, he having been

a very successful farmer. His farm was well located, the public road run-

ning north and south and east and west through his place. It was good

land and he developed it into one of the best farms of the community. He
built a substantial residence that is in use at the present time, on the east

and west road, about eighty rods east of the cross roads, near a stream of

never-failing water, there being several good springs on the farm. There

was a school house at the cross-roads, called the Lanceto'wn school, deriving

its name from the village, Lancetown, which was quite a town for that early

day in the wilderness, there being two grocery stores, a wagon shop, two

blacksmith shops, tailor shop, and a log church
;
now everything is gone but

the two dwellings, the black.smith shop having been converted into a cheese

factory. James Lance had five brothers and five sisters.

James Lance was married to Fannie Holmes, September 5, 1815, a

lady of Scotch descent, ber birth having occurred on July 3. 1798. I'our

children were born to this union, two hoys and two girls, namely: Christo-

pher, horn 1817. died in 1880: John H., born in Milton township, Wayne
county. Ohio, in 1820, died in Homer in 1883; Sarah, born in Milton town-

ship in 1822, died in i886; Elizabeth, born in Milton township May 19.
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1824, died January 31, 1896. The mother of these children died August

5, 1827. James Lance was married a second time, his last wife being i\Iary

Johnson, of Jefferson county, Ohio, her birth having occurred October 10,

1810, and this union resulted in the birth of thirteen children, ten hoys and

three girls, as follows: Sophronia, born February 15, 1829, died October

2, 1903, in Akron, Ohio; Abraham, born August 12, 1830, died November

17, 1887; William E., born May 12, 1832, died February 24, 1909, in Lima,

Ohio; Rosilla, born October 2, 1834, died Januaiy 14, 1906: Mary, born

December 13, 1836, died December 21. 1904, in South Haven, Michigan;

James S., born September 30, 1838, lives in Ithaca, Michigan
;
Henry, born

November 8, 1840, lives in Bloxburg, California, whither he went in 1863

and he has never been back home; Washington,, born September 9,

died December 23, 1844; Madison, born October 9, 1844, lives at Rittman,

Wayne county; Andrew Jackson, born October 29, 1846, lives in Creston,

M^ayne county: Oliver Perry, born September 18, 1848, died in Creston,

Wayne county, July 9, 1898; Peter J., born November 25, 1850, lives in

Ashland, Ohio; Riley J., born January 19, 1853, died April 9, 1869, on the

old farm.

The death of James Lance occurred May 19, 1866, and his wife died

on May 17, 1875. He was a man loved and respected by all wbo knew him

for his life was exemplary in every respect.

IRA F. MEESE.

Although yet a young man, Ira F. Meese, of Chippewa township, has

been unusually successful in agricultural affairs, owing to his close appli-

cation to his business and his everyday common sense rightly exercised.

He enjoys the privilege of living on the place where he was born on July

12, 1875. He is the son of Christopher and Mary (Lichtenwalter) Meese,

the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter born in Summit counpv.

Ohio, November 13, 1853. The paternal grandparents of Ira F. Meese

were also natives of Pennsylvania and they came to Stark county, Ohio, in

a very early day and there lived and died. The subject’s maternal grand-

parents, William and Elizabeth Lichtenwalter, were also natives of Penn-

sylvania and early settlers of Chippewa township, Wayne county, Ohio;

they later moved to Smithville, this county, where they spent the remainder

of their lives. Both Christopher Meese and Mary Lichtenwalter came to
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Wayne county with their parents, and here they grew to maturity, met and

married. Mr. Meese devoted his life to farming and operating a threshing

machine, also a saw-mill, making a success of all, but in 1872 or 1873 he

bought a farm of one hundred and forty-five acres in Chippewa township,

rvhich he improved by erecting good buildings on it and otherwise bringing

it up to the standard of modern farms. His death occurred in 1883; his

widow is still living, making her home at Akron, Ohio. To them four

children were horn, namely: Lizzie, deceased: Ira, Emma, Frank.

Christopher Meese devoted his attention to farming for the most

part, though while farming, he still operated his thresher. In about 1881

he drilled on his place and discovered a vein of coal which was worked for

about twelve years successfully.

Ira F. Meese was educated in the high school at Akron, Ohio, graduat-

ing in the class of 1895; later he attended business college there. After

finishing school, before settling down to farming, which he had decided to

make his life work, he took a nine months’ trip through the West to the

coast, but not being able to see the opportunities there that existed at home

he returned to Ohio and bought out the heirs in the home place, now owning

the farm of one hundred and forty-five acres. In 1904 he erected a fine

new home, that is attractive and cozy as well, equipped with bath and all

modern conveniences, being, in fact, one of the finest homes in this part

of the county and a place where the many friends of the family delight to

gather. Besides carrying on general farming in a way that insures a good

annual income, Mr. Meese is widely known as a breeder of Percberon horses

and Jersey cattle, also Berkshire hogs, finding a ready market for all he

desires to dispose of, owing to the exceptional high quality of all he raises.

He is regarded as one of the best judges of livestock in the county, especially

horses.

Mr. Meese was married on March 5, 1902. to Grace Yost, a native of

Wayne county, Ohio, the daughter of Ezra and Alice (Mottinger) Yost;

the former was born near Wooster, and the latter at Greensburg, this state.

Her father is still living in Summit county. Mrs. Meese’s maternal grand-

])arents were Joseph and Sarah (Humbert) Mottinger. Pier grandparents,

Mh’lliam and Margaret (Brenizer) Yost, were old settlers in their community.

William Yost was a soldier in Company G, One Hundred and Twentieth

Pegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving until the fall of Vicksburg.

Mrs. Meese was graduated from the Canal Fulton high school in the class

of 1905.
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Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Ira F. Meese, [Margaret,

born April 8, 1904, and Pauline, born March 9, 1906.

Politically Mr. Meese is a Republican, but not a politician, taking

little part in tbe affairs of his party, 23referring to devote his attention to his

farm and stock raising. Both he and his wife are members of the Christian

church. Fraternally he is a member of Akron Lodge No. 83, Free and

Accepted Masons. He is a member of tbe Cbippewa Farmers' Club, which

has a membership of eighty, its object being to improve farming conditions

and keep abreast of the modern methods of agriculture. It has been organ-

ized about four years, Mr. Meese being tbe financial secretary of the same.

During the winter months they hold regular sessions and during the summer

often have speakings and picnics. The organization is both a pleasant and

jirofitable one and much good has resulted from it. The members often buy

and sell together. Mr. Meese is a moving spirit in the organization,—in

fact, one of the influential men in all circles in his township.

WILLIAM F. HOEGNER,

Conspicuously identified with the agricultural interests of Congress

townshij), Wayne county. Ohio, is the subject of this sketch, and he has won
for himself an honorable position in the community and is a distinctive

type of the successful self-made man. Not a pretentious or exalted life

has been bis, but one that has been true to itself and to which the biographer

may revert with feelings of respect and satisfaction. Formerly an educator

of ability, later identified in a prominent way with agriculture, and having

attained prestige by successive steps from a modest beginning, it is eminently

fitting that a sketch of his life, together with an enumeration of his leading

characteristics, be given in this connection, as he is recognized as a man
of strong and alert mentality, deeply interested in everything pertaining to

the advancement of the community, and today he is recognized as one of

the progressi^"e and representative men of the county.

William F. Hoegner first saw the light of day on the farm in Congress

township on which he now lives, the date of his birth having been the 28th

of October, 1849. He is descended from German antecedents, his paternal

grandfather, John Hoegner, having been a native of tbe Fatherland. There

he married Catharine Keller and in 1816 they came to the United States and

located in Berks county, Pennsylvania. They remained there until 1838,
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when they came to Wayne county, Ohio, and bought the farm now owned

by the subject of this sketch, where he died. The maternal grandparents,

George and (Siler) Emerich, were natives of Pennsylvania. In

1832 they came to Ohio, buying a farm in Congress township, ^^Tyne

county, where they spent the remainder of their days. Of these two families,

a son of the former, Frederick Hoegner, and a daughter of the latter, Sarah

Emerich, married, and of their children the subject of this sketch was one,

there having been four children, altogether. These parents were active mem-
bers of the Lutheran church and took an active part in all moral, religious

or educational movements. In politics Frederick Hoegner was an ardent

Republican and was active in behalf of his party. Elis death occurred iMarch

10, 1892, while his wife survived him fifteen years, her death occurring

March 5, 1907.

William F. Hoeguer was reared at home and secured his education

in the common schools and at Lodi Academy. During the following seven

years he was engaged in teaching school, and immediately after the presi-

dential election of 1872 lie went to Washington, Iowa, and accepted a posi-

tion as teacher in McKee’s Academy. In the following spring he returned

to Lodi to complete his education and taught school a couple of terms in

Wayne and Medina counties. In 1874 Mr. Hoegner relinquished the peda-

gogical profession and returned to the home farm, where he has since re-

mained and devoted his attention to the cultivation of the soil, excepting

eleven years that he lived in Butler county, Ohio, near Hamilton, returning to

the liome farm in March, 1892, where lie has since resided. Mdiile at Lodi.

Mr. Hoegner learned civil engineering and he is frequently employed to

do surveying in the neighborliood, l)eing thoroughly capable and reliable

in this line. His attention is mainly devoted, however, to the cultivation of his

farm, which, under his rvise management and energetic efforts, has been

made to bring the owner gratifying returns. In connection with his agri-

cultural operations, Mr. Hoegner gives considerable attention to the breeding

and raising of ])ure-bred Jersey cattle, in which also he has been successful.

On the 2Tst of October, 1875, Mr. Hoegner married Mary L. Corwin,

wbo was born at ^^^'ulsworth. Medina county, Obio, Xo\ember 28. 1851,

a daughter of John L. and Lucydia (Tanner) Corwin. John Corwin was

an edge-tool manufacturer and was killed in his factory by the bursting of

a grindstone. His wife also is dead. To the subject and bis wife two

children have been born, namely: May Eugenia, a graduate of the Burbank

high school and the music (lei)artmcnt of W’ooster bhiix ersitv : I’earl Isaphine

is a teacher of music.
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Mr. Hoegner has taken an intelligent interest in public alYairs and in

matters political he has given his support to the Republican party. He and

his wife are active and consistent members of the Lutheran church. Mr.

Hoegner is a plain and unassuming man, well endowed with good sense,

and his genial manner as well as his sterling cpialities of character have won
for himself a. warm place in the hearts of his fellow citizens.

HUGH McCONAHAY.

One of the highly respected and successful farmers of Wayne county,

Ohio, is Hugh McConahay, who is now enjoying an old age in a manner

befitting a man who has been industrious and honorable for so long a time.

He has been a hard worker and a good manager and has been amply re-

warded not only by material success, but by winning the esteem of a wide

circle of friends.

In tracing the history of the McConahay family we find that John

McConahay left his home in Belfast. Ireland, and came to America in 1811.

After a year or two here he went back to his native land on a visit, but in

1814 returned to this country and located in Wayne county, Ohio. He pur-

chased heavily timbered, unimproved government land, and in developing

the same he experienced all the hardships and privations incident to pioneer

life, he being one of the first settlers in Chester township. He was successful

in all his operations and was one of the influential men of that township

for many years. He was a member of the LTnited Presbyterian church in

Ireland, later joined tlie Presbyterians and was a faithful member until his

death, in 18/ i. at the advanced age of eighty-seven years.

John AIcConahay was married to Maria George, daughter of Thomas
and Elizabeth (Armstrong) George, of Clarkson, Virginia. Thomas George

lost his life while returning from service at the front in the war of 1812.

His wife then returned to her old home in Columbiana county. Ohio, and

later moved to Canaan township, Wayne county, this state. Mrs. John

McConahay died in 1875, four years after the death of her husband. To
their union were born ten children ; a granddaughter was also reared in their

home. They were, Elizabeth, deceased wife of James Reed
; Nancy, de-

ceased wife of William Lehr; Hannah Maria, deceased wife of Philip

IMiller; Samuel went to California in 1852 when the “gold fever" was rife,

and returned in 1869, dying at home in 1871 ;
Thomas went to Nebraska in
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1856, died there in 1858; John enlisted as a soldier in the Union army, in

February, 1864, in Company D, One Hundred and Twentieth Ohio Volun-

teer Infantry, which was later consolidated with the One Hundred and

Fourteenth Regiment, also with the Forty-Eighth Regiment, serving until

the close of the war, and he afterwards, in 1868, located in Dakota county.

Nebraska, dying there in 1908; James, who occupied the old homestead,

died in June, 1909; Sarah, wife of Philip Miller, and Mary Ellen, wife of

Harrison Armstrong, both reside in Wayne county, Ohio.

Hugh McConahay, the immediate subject of this sketch, was born in

Wayne county, Ohio, in 1836, the sixth child of John and Maria McConahay.

He grew to maturity on the home farm and assisted with the general work

about the place when only a boy
;
he attended the neighboring schools during

the winter months, and then turned his attention to farming as a life work

which he has continued to follow with gratifying results.

During the Civil war Mr. McConahay proved his patriotism by enlisting

in Company A, One Hundred and Sixty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry,

and proved to be a faithful soldier. He is a member of Given Post, Grand

Army of the Republic.

Mr. McConahay was married on January i, 1862, to Samantha Ger-

hart. daug'hter of William and Mary Gerhart, of Wayne county, Ohio. Her

death occurred in 1889. Later Mr. McConahay married Mary Jane McFer-

son, of Columbiana county, Ohio.

The McConahay family is one of the substantial and highly respected

families of Wayne county and deserve a high rank in the history of its

citizenship.

HENRY P. SIGLER.

*\ction is the keynote of the character of Henry 1 ^. Sigler, one of

Rittman's progressive citizens, for he has shown what a determined struggle

for a definite purpose can accomplish, his life having l)een replete with suc-

cess in whatever he has undertaken l)ecause he has lieen a hard worker and

a good planner. lie was l)orn on tlie old Sigler homestead, near lUttman,

^^Hyne county, March 26, 1866, the son of Henry and Clara jane Sigler,

the former also born on the old Sigler homestead and the latter on Chestnut

Ridge hill, in the northeastern ]>art of Milton township. Henry P. Sigler’s

l)atcrnal grandfather was Henry Sigler, who came to this county from

I ’ennsvKania in a very early day, locating near Rittman on a farm in the
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primeval forest. He was a worker and
,

soon had a good farm,—in fact,

he became the owner of seven hundred acres of land, most of which he

entered from the government and cleared and cnltivated. It is interesting’

to note the fact that he was a great hunter and he was on a hunt in ^^"ayne

county wdien he was attracted by the locality and fine soil here, consequently

he returned and made this his home until his death. He was a typical

pioneer, rugged, bra^'e and honest, and he became influential in the affairs

of this county.

The maternal grandparents of Henry P. Sigler, Henry and Clara Jane

Lance, were also natives of Pennsylvania. They also came to Wayne county,

Ohio, in an early day and began life in the woods, hut became the owners

of a good home and a fine farm.

Henry Sigler, father of Henry P. Sigler, was born in Milton town-

ship, Wayne county, March 23, 1830. He grew to manhood here and at-

tended the common schools. His wife was born in 1829 in Milton township,

and their wedding occurred in this township. Henry Sigler became a well-

to-do farmer and was influential in county affairs. He had two brothers,

Levi and Samuel. He was a. very active member of the Baptist church.

In fact, this family has long been active in church affairs
; the paternal grand-

father of Henry P. Sigler ivas a minister in the Reformed Lutheran church

and he had the honor of founding that church in Wayne county.

To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sigler nine children w'ere born, one dying in

infancy, seven now living. They are, John O., Mary L, William D., iMarion

R. (deceased), Charles E., Henry P. (of this review), Clara, Elsie, Isa

Ann. Mrs. Henr}^ Sigler, mother of the subject, passed to her rest in 1908.

Henry P. Sigler was reared on the home farm and educated at Ritt-

man
:
he devoted his early life to agricultural pursuits, remaining on the

home place until 1899. He then went to Rittman and engaged in the grain

business until 1902, since which time he has been engaged in buying and

selling bay, building up an extensive business in this line. He still owns

the home farm of eighty acres, which yields a good annual income.

Mr. Sigler was married in October, 1894, to Addie E. Scbneider, a

member of an old and big’bly respected family, and this union has resulted

in the birth of the following children : Ruth, Esther, Lloyd, Etta, Ralph,

Glen.

Mr. Sigler is a member of the Baptist church, and in politics he is a

Democrat. He has taken considerable interest in local political matters,

and has ably served as trustee of Milton township, also as supervisor of the

same.
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T. C. HUNSICKER.

Clearly defined purpose and consecutive effort in the affairs of life will

inevitably result in the termination of a due measure of success, but in fol-

lowing out the career of one who has attained success by his own efforts

there comes into view the intrinsic individuality Avhich has made such ac-

complishment possible, and thus there is granted an objective incentive and

inspiration, while at the same time there is enkindled a feeling of respect

and admiration, as in the case of T. C. Hunsicker, the well known cashier

of the First National Bank of Dalton, Ohio, who was born near Williams-

port, Pickaway county, this state, November 24, 1877, tbe son of Cyrus

Hunsicker, a highly respected and influential citizen of that vicinity.

T. C. Hunsicker was born and reared on a farm and at the age of

seven years his parents moved into Williamsport and it was there that he

received his preliminary schooling, graduating from the high school in 1894.

His early inclination was to become a banker and he bent every effort to

this end with the result that he today stands very high in banking circles

of the Buckeye state. He began his successful career as a financier by secur-

ing employment in the Farmers Bank at AVilliamsport as clerk, and so faith-

fully did he ])erform his duties that he was soon promoted to be assistant

cashier, in 1895, which position he very creditably held until 1902, in which

year he came to Dalton, Ohio, and organized the First National Bank, of

which he is one of the heaviest stockholders and the ]jrime mover in making

this one of the sound, successful and important banking institutions of

this ]>art of the state. It was organized with a capital stock of twenty-five thou-

sand dollars. In- 1902 the officers were: H. M. Rudy, president: AAb H. H.

Wertz, vice-president; T. C. Hunsicker, cashier: C. F. Buckwalter, assistant

cashier. The hoard of directors are W. H. H. \ATrtz, D. Y. Roelnick, D. F.

Schultz, M. F. McDowell, J. H. Tschantz, C. F. Buckwalter and T. C. Hun-

sicker. There are tw'o vice-])residents : D. Y. Roebuck, first, and D. F.

Schultz, second. These men are all well known througliout Sugar Creek

township—in fact, the eastern ]>art of YTyne county, and tlieir i)re.stige is

such that this bank is well jiatronized.

Mr. Hunsicker was married in 1902 to Nellie Fycke, a talented and

refined lady, the daughter of a fine old family, of Williamsj)ort, Ohio, in

which city she was born. 'Fliis union lias been blessed l)v the liirth of two

children, Paul, horn in h'ebruary, 1905, and Fred, horn in 1907.

Mr. Hunsicker is a member of the .Methodist Fpiscojial cliurcli and is also

interested in Sunday school work, being a liberal supporter of the former and
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a ready worker in the latter. Fraternally he is a member of Williamsport

Lodge, No. 501, Free and Accepted Masons. In politics he is a Republican,

having taken considerable interest in local affairs for some time. In 1907 he

was elected treasurer of Sugar Creek township, and to show that he has an

excellent following there, we are advised that the county went Democratic

by a majority of one hundred, but he was elected by eleven votes. He is

public-spirited, honorable in all his transactions and a pleasant man to meet.

HENRY WAGNER.

A well known and highly respected citizen of Wayne county who has

shown by his long life of earnest endeavor to advance his owm interests and

that of his family, at the same time not neglecting for a moment his duty to

his fellow citizens, that he is the possessor of most commendable attributes is

Henry Wagner, who was born in Baughman towmship, this county, August

20, 1835, the son of Frederick Wagner. They came from Lancaster county,

Pennsylvania, as early as about 1829, settling in Baughman township, buying

one hundred and sixty acres, which they cleared, improved and lived on the

remainder of their days, having been sterling pioneers, hard-working, honest,

neighborly. Their son, Henry, of this review, w^as educated in district school

No. 4, Baughman township. He received a fairly good education for those

early days, and when but a boy began learning the carpenter’s trade, which he

w^orked at between the ages of sixteen and twenty-two. He then turned his

attention to farming and purchased the eighty acres where he now lives. He
prospered from the first and later bought eighty acres adjoining his original

farm, on the south. He has erected a modern and beautifully located dwell-

ing and a substantial barn on the place—in fact, numerous buildings on each

of the eighties, and he has been very well repaid for his labor and attention

to his farming interests. He has been a breeder of Chester White, Berkshire

and Mague swine, also Shorthorn cattle, his fine stock always being eagerly

sought for and attracting much attention.

Mr. Wagner was married on January 19, i860, to Mary Jane Erase,

whose parents were natives of Wayne county, Ohio, having been among the

verv earliest settlers here and people of high respectability. To Mr. and Mrs.

Wagner the following children have been born
;

Jennetta, now Mrs. M. H.

Rittinger, of Akron, Ohio; Alfreda, deceased
;

Letta May, who died in in-

fancy: Cora, who died in infancy
; J. D., who was married to Emma Habel

;
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Curtis, Orrin
;
Clyde H.. who was married to Grace Gorman, lives in

Doylestown.

Mr. AVagner has never aspired to position of public trust. ]ireferring to

devote his time to his individual affairs. He is known to he a man of highest

integrity and he numbers his friends Iw the scores throughout the county.

ADAAI HACKEXBERG.

From sterling pioneer ancestors comes Adam Hackenberg, a tlirifty

farmer in Chippewa township, AAHyne county, having been born on tbe farm

he now owns, on August 14, 1844. the son of Lazarus and Susan (AA'allen-

berg) Hackenberg. His paternal grandparents, Michael and Elizabeth

Hackenberg, were natives of Pennsylvania who came to Ohio in a very early

day and located in AAHyne county, where they entered land from the govern-

ment and cleared it up, making a home in the midst of the forest, and here

they both lived and died. The maternal grandparents of our subject were

natives of Pennsylvania and they also came to Ohio in a very early day, and

here lived until their deaths, many years ago. iMichael Hackenberg. father

of Adam, was horn in the state of Pennsylvania about 1802. and be came to

AVayne county, Ohio, with his parents when a boy. His mother was also

liorn in Pennsylvania, about 1803 1804, and she, too, came to Oliio u lien

young and here met and married Mr. Hackenberg. Tbe latter was a car-

penter by trade and he followed that for many years in his immediate \ icin-

ity, later giving' his entire attention to farming, owning one liundred and

sixty acres of land at the time of his death. AAdiile he lived a comparati\ ely

((uiet life, he was very prominent in the affairs of the Mennonite church. He
and his wife were the parents of three sons and three daughters, who grew to

maturity, besides three children who died in infancy. Out of the numl)er

only three are now living, two daughters and Adam, of this re\ iew.

•Adam Hackenberg was educated in the common schools of his nati\e

community, in district No. i, and he was reared on the farm, l)eginning work

on the same when very young, and about i888 be ])urchased se\'enty-se\en

and three-fourths acres of the old homestead, now owning only si\t)' acres,

having sold some of the land to his son. He has carried on di\ ersified farm-

ing and always made a comfortable living. Me was married t(i .Adeline

Adams, a native of AAh'iyne county, and the daughter of John .Adams, who
was an old settler here. This union has resnlted in the birth of thirteen chil-
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dren, namely: Alice, William, John, Mary, Arthur, Clara, Samuel, George

(killed in a coal mine), Mattie, Bertha, Della May (died in infancy), Fred-

erick Nelson (died in infancy), Grover (died in infancy).

The mother of these children died on January lo, 1899, and Mr. Hacken-

herg never re-married. In politics he is a Republican. He is a member of

the Chippewa Township Farmers’ Club, also belongs to the Lutheran church,

•of which his wife was also a member.

ORRIN WAGNER.

The qualities which have made Orrin Wagner one of the successful and

prominent young men of Wayne county have also won for him the esteem

of his fellow citizens, for his career has been one of well-directed energy,

strong determination and honorable methods, keeping untarnished the excel-

lent reputation of his ancestors, who have figured in the development of this

locality in many ways since the pioneer period.

Orrin Wagner was born on his father’s farm in Chippewa township,

near Marshallville, AVayne county, and he received his primary education in

school No. 7, Chippewa township, later attending the high school at Marshall-

ville, and then the University at Wooster, where he made a splendid record

for scholarship and well qualified himself for the laudable calling he has

elected to follow, having become one of the best known and most successful

•educators in the county. His services have always been in great demand, for

he has the happy faculty of pleasing both pupil and patron. He began teach-

ing in 1895 and for six years taught school and attended school during vaca-

tions. For the past eight years he has taught and farmed, his agricultural

pursuits being conducted on his father’s north eighty, and no small part of his

income is derived from this source. The schools he has taught are as follows

:

One term in No. 7, Chippewa township; five terms in No. 5, Chippewa town-

ship, but not consecutively; two terms in No. 10, Baughman township, and

two terms in No. 6, Chippewa township. He returned to No. 10, Baughman

township, in the fall of 1909.

Air. Wagner was married on September 5, 1901, to Dela Mabel Zim-

merman, daughter of Franklin and Mary Zimmerman, natives of Stark

county, Ohio. Mrs. Zimmerman’s family, however, originally came from

Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. To Orrin Wagner and wife three children

have been born, namel}^ : Wendel Henry, Franklin (deceased) and Giles

Howard.
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Mr. Wagner is a member of St. Michael’s Lutheran church, and he takes

an abiding interest in whateuer tends to promote the welfare of his county,

whether educational, religious, political or material.

WILLIAM W. SHANK.

Agriculture has been the true source of man's dominion on earth ever

since the primal existence of labor, and has been the pivotal industry that has

controlled for the most part all the fields of action to which his intelligence

and energy have been devoted. Among this sturdy element in Wayne county,

Ohio, whose labors have profited alike themselves and the community in

which they live, is the gentleman whose name appears at the head of this brief

biographical review.

^Villiam Wallace Shank was horn on the old Shank homestead, where

his brother, C. M. Shank, now resides, one of the well known old and valuable

farms of Chippewa township. The date of William W. Shank’s birth was

August 24, 1886. He is the son of George and Esther A. (Adams) Shank,

each representatives of fine old pioneer families and highly respected citizens

of this township. For a full account of the ancestors of the Shank family,

the reader is directed to the sketch of C. M. Shank, appearing on another page

of this work.

William W. Shank received a fairly good education in the common
schools of his native community, having applied himself to his textdiooks as

best he could when not assisting with the work on the home farm. Thus

being trained to farm work it is not strange that he should select agriculture

as his life work. He has always farmed on one of the home farms, now re-

siding on the second farm bought by his father, a little northeast of the old

homestead. He carries on general farming in a manner that shows him to he

fully abreast of the times in every respect, carefully rotating his crops and

keeping the soil in excellent condition. His place is well improved and he has

a very comfortable house and outbuildings; also keeps some good stock and

poultry.

Mr. Shank was married in 1890 to Mary Baughman, daughter of

I'liomas and Eliza (Kepler) Baughman, who were early settlers in Summit

county, Ohio, having moved to this state from Pennsylvania. They took up

government land here and cleared the same, making a good home, although

requiring years of hard work, hut, like all pioneers of the.se times, they

thought little of toil and inconveniences.
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To Mr. and Mrs. William W. Shank three children have been born

:

Ethel M., Ruby M., Harold W. They are all living at home.

iMr. Shank and family are members of the Reformed Lutheran church

and very regular in their attendance of the same. Mr. Shank is a Democrat

in politics, but he has never aspired for public office, preferring to devote his

time to his individual affairs.

FREDERICK STAIR.

Among the honored and well known citizens of Plain township. Affiyne

county, of this generation wdio are now successfully engaged in agricultural

pursuits, the name of Frederick Stair is desendng of preservation, for his long

life here has been fraught with much good not only to himself and family

)>ut also to his neighbors and to the community at large.

Mr. Stair was horn in Plain township, Wayne county, Ohio, March 25,

1837, and w'as the son of John and Elizabeth (Cugla) Stair, who came

from Germany in 1833, and in August of that year settled in Plain township

and lived there until the death of the father, on his farm of sixty acres, some

of wdiich he cleared. Before leaving Germany he was a soldier in the

regular army of that country for a period of eight years. He voted at the

first election held after his arrival here. His family consisted of thirteen

children.

Frederick Stair was reared on the home place and lived there until he

was twenty-six years of age, then he married Sarah Ann Strauss, daughter

of Peter and Julia (Renner) Strauss, who were born in Pennsylvania, having*

come from Crawford county, that state, to WHyne county, Ohio, in 1850.

In 1868 Frederick Stair bought seventy-two acres of land wdiere he now

resides in Plain township. Since purchasing the same he has added eight

acres of woods to his place, and he has followed general farming very success-

fully and has a comfortable home. He is a strong* Prohibitionist,—in fact,

he was the first man in this township to advocate its principles. He is a mem-
lier of the Reformed church and very faithful in his attendance and support

of the same.

The family of Frederick Stair consists of the following* children ; Wil-

liam Henry, of Orrville, this county: Irvin O., mentioned .on another page;

Laura Ada, Ossie Mary and Alice.
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IRVIX O. STAIR.

Only a cursory glance at the well improved and carefully tilled and

well kept farm of Irvin O. Stair, of Plain township, Wayne county, is neces-

sary to prove to the observer that he has been not only a hard working man

but has exercised good judgment and splendid taste.

Mr. Stair was born in this township on Decemlier 20, 1865, and it has

been his privilege and pleasure to spend his life in his home community. He
is the son of Frederick Stair and wife, a highly respected family, mentioned

elsewhere in this work.

Irvin O. Stair was educated in Plain township in the common schools

which he attended during the winter months, and when he was old enough

he was placed in the fields during the crop season, and he has always followed

farming. He is now the owner of a good farm of ninety-three acres, on

which he carries on general farming, and he is very comfortably situated.

Mr. Stair was married on December 22, 1887, to Eva Rebecca Bechtel,

daughter of T. O. Bechtel and wife, residents of Plain township, who are

mentioned at proper length in another part of this volume. After a happy

married life of twelve years, Mrs. Stair was called to her reward on April

25, 1909. She had borne her husband two children, one of whom, Ethel

May, died on March 30, 1908. The other, Glenn O.. was married to Edna

May Swartz on June 20, 1909.

Mr. Stair is a Democrat in politics, but he has never taken a notable

part in party affairs, though he always stands ready to defend its principles.

He and his family are members of the Reformed church at Reedshurg and

faithful in their support of the same.

GEORGE Ah REH^I.

One of the successful farmers of Baughman township, Wayne countv,

is George W. Rehm, a man who has won success in his chosen line of en-

deavor because he has worked for it along legitimate channels and has never

(lejiended upon anyone else to do his planning, and certainly not to do his

work.

Mr. Rehm is the son of George and Mary (Sickman) Rehm. the father

Iiaving been born in Pennsylvania, from which state he came to W'ayne

county, Ohio, when a boy. I lis son, George \V.. of tins review, is the fourth

(92)



WAYNE COUNTY, OHIO.1458

child of the family now living. He was reared on the farm where he now
lives and was one year old when his father moved here. He was placed in

the fields when old enough and assisted with the general farm work, attend-

ing the common schools in his district in the meantime, and received a fairly

good education.

Mr. Rehm was married on March 29, 1899, to Abigail Fry, daughter

of John Fry, of this township, a highly respected family. She was reared and

educated in Baughman township. This union has resulted in the birth of

three children, namely : Hazel, born January 19, 1900; Grace, born August

I, 1901 ;
Glenn, born November 14, 190,4.

Mr. Rehm is the fortunate possessor of the old Rehm homestead, one

of the desirable landed estates in his community, consisting of eighty-one

and one-fourth acres, located in sections 21 and 22, Baughman township,

where he now resides. He is successfully engaged in general farming and

stock raising, and he has kept his place well improved. He stays on his

farm and devotes his exclusive attention to it.

Politically Mr. Rhem is a Democrat, and is a member of the Lutheran

church, being a deacon in the local congregation, always taking much interest

in church affairs.

JOHN S. STEINER.

John S. Steiner, having always been a man of industry and integrity,

is eminently deserving of the success he has attained in material things, and

he is today one of the progressive farmers of Baughman township, Wayne
county. He was born in Greene township, this county, January 19, 1861,

and is the son of Daniel and Magdalena (Basinger) Steiner. The father

was born in Germany, and at the age of five years he came with his parents,

Daniel Steiner and wife, to America and settled in Greene township, Wayne
county. Ohio, and here entered land from the government. Thus the grand-

father of the subj ect started life in the woods here, cleared his place and

lived here the rest of his life. His son, Daniel, father of John S., was reared

on the old farm which he assisted to clear and here he is still living at the

advanced age of eighty-seven years. He has been a man of industry and

is highly respected for his honorable career. His family consisted of nine

children, namely : Eannie, wife of D. C. Amstutz
;
P. R.

;
Elias, deceased

:

David and John ;
Mary, wife of Philip Hilty

;
Barbara, deceased

;
Daniel

and Noah
;
Sarah, wife of John Zimmerlee.
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John S. Steiner, of this review, was reared on the home farm in Greene

township, where he worked in the summer and attended school in the winter,

and although he often had to remain at home and cut wood, he received a

fairly good education. After he was twenty-one years of age he was em-

ployed by the year to work for his father, continuing thus for four years.

Mr. Steiner was married to Mary Welty, who was born in Putnam

county, Ohio. He then bought eighty-four acres in section 8, Baughman

township, going in debt for part of it, but he has paid it all out and has fin-

ished improving it and now has a good farm and a very comfortable home.

He is a general farmer and raises some good stock of various kinds.

Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Steiner, namely : Alma,

born February 23, 1888, graduated from the Orrville high school; Elam, born

April 9, 1889; Etta, born October 28, 1890; Clela, born March 2, 1892:

Verna, born September i, 1894; Glenn, born September 10, 1900: Lulu,

born October 3, 1905. The mother of these children, a good and faithful

wife and mother, passed to her rest on Alarch 25, 1908.

Mr. and Mrs. Steiner are members of the Reformed church at Orrville.

Politically he is a Democrat, but he is not especially active, and has held no

office except that of school director. He is straightforward in his methods

and is a highly respected citizen.

GEORGE M. YOUNG.

The name of George M. Young has long been linked with progress in

all its phases in Wayne county, for he is essentially a man of affairs in all

that the term implies and is deserving of the success he has achieved.

Mr. Young was born in Chester township, this county, Septemlier 20.

1853, the son of Isaac and Alvina (McVicker) Young. His paternal grand-

parents were Isaac and Mary (Gosshorn) Young', natives of AVashington

county, Pennsylvania, in which county they were married in 1803. In 1833

they and their family moved to Ohio and settled at Canal Fulton, where

they remained one year, and while there the grandfather and two daughters

died. Then the grandmother and the rest of the family moved to Chester

township, Wayne county, and the family has lived here ever since. 1 he

maternal grandparents of the subject were natives of AAhishington county,

Pennsylvania, and they also came to Chester township, AA'aync county, Ohio,

about the time that the A^oung family moved here and here they spent the

rest of their lives. Isaac Young was born in 1816. and his wife in i8i8, both

in the same county, and they each came to AAkayue county, Ohio, as children

with their ])areuts, from Penn.sylvania. 'I'hey were reared as near neighbors
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in Chester township, and on July 13, 1837, were married. Mr. Young-

learned the cooper’s trade, which he worked at twelve years, then took up

farming and at his death owned a good farm
;
he lived to an advanced age.

He took a ])rominent part in the affairs of the Methodist church. He was

one of twelve children, namely; Sarah, born in 1803; Anna, born in 1805;

Susan, born in 1806: Agnes, born in 1810; Catherine, born in 1808; Mary,

born in 1812: Elizabeth, born in 1814; Isaac, born in 1816; Jeremiah, born

in 1818: Louisa, born in 1824; Rhoda, born in 1826; Lavina, born in 1828,

and she is the only one living in 1910. The father of the subject died on

April 6, 1878. He was, like his father, a good and useful man, lived a cjuiet

and retired life and was highly respected.

George M. Young, of this review, was educated in the common schools

of Chester township and was reared on the farm, and he took up farming

for a livelihood. He bought out the heirs and now owns the old home place

of eighty-four acres, and he has one hundred and sixteen acres elsewhere.

He has been very successful as a general farmer and stock raiser, and has a

well kept and well improved place.

Mr. Young was married on May 27, 1879, to Minerva Billhimer, a

native of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, the daughter of Abraham

and Lucinda Billhimer, who came to Wayne county in about 1865 or 1866.

Both are now deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Young seven children have been

born, namely: Oliver Clinton, who married Mae Warner; Minnie is the

wife of Loster Warner; Carrie is the wife of Garfield Warner; Charles

Edward married Lay \Varner. (The WHrner girls are twins; these are all

children of Henry AAArner. ) Sylvia Young was next in order of birth,

then Guy and Raymond.

In ])olitics Mr. Young is a Democrat and he has been township trustee

for se\'en years, and for the past sixteen years has been a member of the

local school board. In 1909 he was a candidate for county commissioner,

and his candidacy was looked upon with much favor by all concerned from

the first, owing to his general popularity and his fidelity to public trusts. He
and his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.

CHARLES E. FOLSOM.

Charles E. Folsom, well known and popular traveling salesman, who

maintains his home at AVooster, AVayne county, is a man of tact, ingenuity

and foresight, and it is safe to say that he would make a success at whatever

he turned his attention.
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Mr. Folsom comes of a highly honored and influential family, and he

was born at Braceville, Trumbull county, Ohio, March 6, 1868. His father

was James Byron Folsom, a native of Hampden, Geauga county, Ohio, and

he was a traveling salesman all his life, being very successful in this line and

becoming well known. His death occurred in May, 1889, at Auburn, Ohio,

at the age of forty-seven years. He was a man highly respected by those

who came into contact with hini.

The Folsom family is of Yankee origin, the great-grandfather of the

subject having been a resident of the state of Connecticut, and there his son.

James K., grandfather of Charles E.. of this review, was born, and from

there he came to Hampden, Ohio, in an early day and there engaged in the

hotel business.

James B. Folsom married Cordelia Miller, a native of Braceville. Trum-

bull county, Ohio, and her death occurred when the son, Charles S.. was two

and one-half years of age, on June 20 , 1871. She had one other child,

Eugene M., now deceased. Thus the only member of the Eolsom family

left is the subject.

Charles E. Eolsom remained at the place of his liirth—Braceville,

Ohio—until he was sixteen years of age, and there he attended school, and

while yet in his boyhood he began clerking in a country store near Earming-

ton, Ohio. Later he attended the Mt. Vernon Commercial College, graduat-

ing from that institution when eighteen years of age, in 1885. He then went

to Cleveland, Ohio, and found employment with Strong, Colib & Company,

wholesale druggists, and he has remained in the employ of this firm to the

present day, having given them the utmost satisfaction in every jiarticular

and been regarded by them from the first as one of their most faithful and

trusted em])loyes. He started in as porter, and later was given work in the

office, where he soon distinguished himself, and eventuallv he was sent out

on the road, and he has been their traveling re]iresentative for the past sixteen

years.

'

Mr. Folsom left Cleveland and located in Wooster on January 2(), 1904.

and he has remained here ever since, maintaining a coz\- home on Beall

avenue.

Mr. h'olsom was married on January (). 1889. to Lucy B. Harris, of

Cleveland
;
she was born in Buffalo and is a lady of winning characteristics.

This union has resulted iu the birth of four children. namel\ : George B.,

born October 27, 1889, died when eight weeks old; Margaruite C., born
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July 25, 1893; Helen Phylis, born July 4, 1895; Kenneth Miller, born March

3, 1899.

Mr. Folsom belongs to the United Commercial Travelers. He is a Demo-
crat politically, but takes no special interest in the affairs of the party.

CYRUS G. CRANE.

Success has been worthily attained by Cyrus G. Crane, one of Wayne
county’s honored citizens, whose long and very active career has been one of

which his descendants may ever be proud. He has done his full share in

the development of his community and is a man whom to know is to honor.

He was born in Jackson, Wayne count}u Ohio, near where he now lives, on

January 22, 1837. He is the son of Zenas and Polly (Stiles) Crane. His

father Was born in New Jersey and his mother in Massachusetts, the former

in 1802 and the latter in 1807. The elder Crane came to Wayne county,

Ohio, in 1829 and bought a farm of eighty acres in the vicinity of Jackson

and in 1837 he built one of the first brick houses in the neighborhood, cleared

and improved his farm. He took a prominent part in the Presbyterian

church, becoming a ruling elder. He also took an interest in political affairs,

but he never aspired to official positions. Pie was a highly honored man,

his character being above reproach. His death occurred in 1884, his widow

surviving sixteen years, dying in 1900. Their family consisted of nine

children, six of whom are living. At the time of his death he was a very

extensive land owner. The subject’s paternal grandfather was Zenas Crane,

of Caldwell, New Jersey, and his wife was Abbey Grover, daughter of Joseph

Grover, who Was pastor of the Presbyterian church in Parsippi, New Jersey.

The first of the Cranes to come to America were the traditional three brothers

from England, some time during the eighteenth century
;
one settled in Con-

necticut and the other two in New Jersey. Joseph Grover was a Whig in

politics and a preacher during the Revolutionary period, and it is said that

he preached with a revolver by bis Bible many times. Zenas Crane was the

first member of the family to come to Ohio to make his home. He was

married in 1831 or 1832. The maternal grandparents, Enoch Stiles and

wife, were natives of Massachusetts. They came to Medina county, Ohio,

and settled in Westfield township, and they moved from there to Cuyahoga

county, Ohio, and there lived until their deaths, about the time of the Revo-

lutionary war.
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Cyrus G. Crane was educated in the common schools of Wayne county

and was reared on the home farm. He took up farming and bought land

in Canaan township, and he has sold off all but five acres of the old place.

He carries on general farming and stock raising and he has been very suc-

cessful in this line of endeavor. He was one of the patriotic men who went

out to defend the flag in the sixties, having enlisted in August, 1862, in

Company H, One Hundred and Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and after

a faithful service of six months he was discharged for disability, although

he had enlisted for three years. He returned home and resumed farming,

but he now lives retired. In politics he is a Republican, but he has never

sought office. He joined the Presbyterian church in Jackson township in

i860 and has remained a faithful member ever since.

Mr. Crane was married in 1870 to Frances J. Pierson, of Licking county,

Ohio, the daughter of Nelson and Jane Pierson, old settlers there. To this

union three children have been born, namely : Orville P. is engaged with

the electric line; Grace, deceased; Lois E., wife of I. J. Eshelman.

Mr. Crane is now the oldest resident in Jackson. Jason Jones owned the

farm before he purchased it. Mr. Jones was a half-brother of the subject’s

grandmother.

DAVID W. MUSSLEMAN.

In placing the name of David W. Mussleman among the progressive busi-

ness men of Wooster, Wayne county, simple justice is done a biographical fact.

A man of judgment, sound discretion and business ability of a high order, he

has, with tactful success, managed important enterprises and has so impressed

his individuality upon the community as to gain recognition among the leading

citizens and public spirited men of affairs.

Mr. Mussleman was born in Souderton, Montgomery county, Pennsyl-

vania, November 6, 1850, the son of David Mussleman, a native of the same

place. He was a shoemaker by trade and taught school in his early days. He
came to New Pittsburg, Wayne county, in 1853 and lived there until his death

in 1893. Grandfather Mussleman was also a native of Pennsylvania and died

quite young. He married a Miss Castle.

Tlie mother of the subject was Catharine Wile, who was also a native of

Pennsylvania. Her death occurred in 1898, at the age of eighty-two years.

She and her hu.sband became the parents of eleven children, seven of whom
are living; besides the subject, these are, Mrs. Eliza McEwen, of Perry, Ohio;
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Henry \V., of New Pittsburg, Ohio; Mrs. Lucy A. Will and I. W., both also

of New Pittsburg; Airs. Lydia Alartin, of Cleveland; and Mrs. Rosalind Barn-

hart, of New Pittsburg.

Da^'id W. Mussleman was two and one-half years old when his parents

moved to Wayne county, Ohio. He recei^ed a common school education

here, and he started in life for himself as a cooper, which he followed a few

years, then engaged successfully in the grocery business at New Pittsburg for

eleven years. During that time he was postmaster of that place, under Cleve-

land’s administration. He also served tw^o terms as towmship clerk and two

terms as township treasurer, performing his duties as a public servant in a very

acceptable manner. In 1893 he was elected county clerk on the Democratic

ticket and he moved to Wooster that year. He was in the clerk’s office from

February, 1893, to August, 1899, having been re-elected in 1895. He made

a splendid record in this office and wmn the hearty approval of all concerned.

Since then he has been looking after various business interests and he has been

very successful at whatever he has turned his attention to. He is president

of the Building & Loan Association of Wooster, and its large success and

prestige has been due very largely to bis judicious management and wise

counsel.

Air. Alussleman w^as united in marriage on December 15, 1892, to Martha

R. Alyers, daughter of David Myers, one of the most substantial and best

known citizens of Wooster. Mrs. Mussleman is a lady of culture and refine-

ment and, like her husband, has a wide circle of warm personal friends. This

union has been graced by the birth of tw^o children, David, now seventeen

years of age, and John, now seven years old.

Mr. Mussleman is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

He has a neat, attractive and pleasant home on East Bowmian street, Wooster,

wdiere the friends of the family frequently gather, finding here a genuine hos-

pitality and good cheer.
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[The following- valuable and interesting matter, concluding Doctor

Scovel's historical sketch of the University of Wooster, was received too late

for insertion in its proper place, but its character and value forbid its omission

from the work.—Ed.]

XI. RELATIONS OF UNIVERSITY TO CITY AND COUNTY.

To close this history sketch, it is worth our while to note, hrst of all

;

1. That the university is indebted to Wooster and Wayne county for an

almost ideal site. The environment could scarcely be improved. That the

university might have profited by being nearer the centre of the state and that

it has experienced disadvantage in the past from the lack of better railroafl

connections may be acknowledged, but these inconveniences are compensated

for by its delightful location. The university has a noble background in

Wooster and Wayne counties. Elevated and breezy, with extended views and

])leasingly diversified surroundings, healthful and suggestive to higher thought

and feeling, the situation justifies the many eloquent descriptions it has received

and the enthusiastic comments always made by visitors from other scenes.

This fact allies the city, the county and the university in a steadfast and in-

creasingly successful effort to make here a “city beautiful.”

2 . But there was another background into wbich the unixersity was

fortunate in being built—that of character. The mental and spiritual ele-

ments could not hut be more important than the jihysical. Such elements, for

exam])le, hewed noble Oberlin out of a fiat forest and bas made “Slab Hall” a

centre of historic interest for the world. There was a mingling hereabouts

of stems aud races—esiiecially of Germans and Scotch-Irish, with a \'ankee

border to the north and not far away to the south a Southern infusion. These

were not extravagant and high-flying i)eo])le. They were earnest, hardwork-

ing and, in the main, a sober peo])le (despite the drinking habits of the da\ ).

In the same month, March, iHi8, in which W'ooster was organized with

“president, recorder and five trustees,” a committee was appointed to “bring

in a bill to prevent horse-racing and shooting;” and the next month to “bring
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in a bill for the prevention of immoral practices." The notices of the trustees

brought to the reader’s attention some of Wooster's worthies, but there were

many more as fully deserving- grateful mention. There were men all along

Wooster’s history of special acquirements and high character. The people

-were generous and hospitable. “Our city has not been of mushroom growth,"

writes Mrs. General Wiley in her admirable contributions to our early his-

tory. ‘“Time was taken for foundation. * * Her corner-stone was

laid and cemented to lofty sentiments, patriotism and love of education.”

Many “celebrities at one time or another made Wooster their home. *

There has been no time in the history of our city that our professions have

not been filled by men of superior talent. General Beall { 1815) was a man
prominent as a soldier who had filled important offices for the government.
-i= >1= After ten years’ service in Congress, he was made secretary of the

treasury under President Fillmore. The painter Rhinehart was born but a

few miles from here. The Fuller sisters, famed as writers, were recognized

and praised by Edgar Allan Poe. All their education was obtained in the

early schools of Wooster. * * By 1816 so many educated men, per-

sons of culture and moral worth had taken up their residence in Wooster,

that it was considered the Athens of the West. From General Wooster our

citizens should not only have imbibed a love of country but also of learning

;

he rvas a scholar as well as a fighter. He was a graduate of Yale and mar-

ried the daughter of the president of that institution."

Benjamin Douglas describes the early population as “men of intelligence,

enlightened judgment, iron nerve and indomitable perseverance. Hopeful

and hardy, they met hardships and developed high moral stature when en-

countering misfortune. With sound faith in God, they learned to labor and

to w'ait. Predominantly from Pennsylvania, they had come also from Vir-

ginia, Alaryland and New Jersey.” It was no light thing for Mr. Douglas to

write that “from 1808 to 1878 we had passed from the empire of silence and

chaos to a population of fort}^ thousand.” Such people could not but welcome

the university enterprise and do much in its care and support. Agreeable re-

lations have always existed. There could be no “town and gown” feeling

here. The nearest approach to it has been found in the marked accent with

which a certain few have been accustomed to speak of “Piety hill.” The stu-

dents have been always welcome in the homes of Wooster and there have been

many points of contact in social and in religious life—with, in some cases, re-

sulting permanent relations. Doctor Gordon, of Van Wert, bore this testi-

mony in the valedictory of 1882: “We rejoice to say that Wooster shares

toward the students none of that antipathy so common in college localities, but
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to us has been ever generous and hospitable. It must be considered that the

partnership of the university with the city and county began a long time ago

in the preparation of a population at once capable and sympathetic.”

3. The inbuilding of the university was prepared for by the life of the

local schools. It has always been recognized that the population in and about

Wooster was of that class which never could be contented unless the school

followed hard upon the church. Our New England contingent shared the

conviction which said (even before Harvard was founded) to a Mr. Beecher

of that day : “Take us up a school, Brother Beecher, lest learning be buried in

the graves of our forefathers.” The German contingent had like views and

the Scotch-Irish as well. Subscription schools were begun promptly. The

new constitution of Ohio gave a great impulse toward realization of the great

principle of the Ordinance of 1787. Later when the 1853 law came it was

taken up gladly in all this region. The first school teacher in Wooster (Carlos

Mather) was a lawyer from New Haven—coming in 1814. A school was

commenced in the “Block-House” by “Priest” Jones in 1815. Then came

Cyrus Spink (later known as General Spink), an excellent teacher, it is said,

and fond of teaching his scholars to read well and fond of such a classic as

Paul’s speech before Agrippa. In the county there was a school so popular

as to be called “Tbe People’s College.” Debating clubs were frequent. Sam-

uel Whitehead, who succeeded General Spink, was a cultured linguist and began

at once to prepare boys for college. Tbe citizens built for him a brick school-

house. The Rev. Thomas Hand came from London, England. His was an

advanced school for young women and he left a fine impression for literature

and history work. Even then Wooster was recognized as having “gone be-

yond most pioneer settlements.” Later came the well-remembered Mrs. Pope

(1848). In a long career of high-class teaching and especially in her own
school, after 1853, she “left her imprint,” writes Mrs. General Wiley, “upon the

character of many young women, not only in the community, but many from a

distance who came to be her pupils. Her curriculum was well advanced.” It

was an early habit for leading citizens to make frequent visits to the schools.

This previous preparation made itself manifest in the manner in which the

coming of the university stimulated the school-system, culminating in the

building of the more than ordinarily handsome high school building wbicb was

dedicated in the same year in which the university was opened. The writer

in the gray morning of a day in August, 1883, on the occasion of a visit to

meet the faculty, innocently mistook the high school, at first, for the university

l)uilding. The two institutions have gone on in the flying years pari passu in

a friendly ])arallel. Many teachers and officers and some superintendents of
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onr local corps have been graduates of the university, and every year a con-

tribution of Wooster's best material goes farther up the hill—literally and

metaphorically. A^dth a just perception of mutual interests AA'ooster is sure

to continue its development as an educational centre.

4. The university has always enjoyed the kindest and most efficient co-

operation of the local press. There are few names better remembered among

us than those who have conducted the various journals, political and literary.

One may read the interesting facts of their administrations in Benjamin Doug-

las' History of AAffiyne County—who was himself an ornament of our journal-

ism. Some of the community’s best talent found in the types various modes

of expression. Toward educational interests, secondary and higher, these men

were friendly after a positive and co-operative fashion. The university is

under infinite obligation to them. They have served to secure the. sentiment

of solidarity which now reigns. They were always, as they still are. courteous

and obliging and considerate. Much of the otherwise unrecorded history of

the university's life and growth has been conserved by them through “the art

preservative of all arts," and lies enfolded in the strata of the successi\'e vol-

umes of their issues for the future historian. Dedication occasions, inaugura-

tions, obituary testimonials, financial successes they have recorded with "ample

space and verge enough," so that to know many things of the interior life of

the institution—the things that often contain the motif and the color of the

picture, one must have recourse to their hidden treasures.

5. The same general estimate of kindly relationship with the churches

of Wooster and AA’ayne county must be recorded. AAbtb the slenderest con-

sideration for denominational lines these churches have given the university

the support of their contributions and their patronage. To them may be

mostly attributed tbe fact that of the five hundred fifty-seven students re-

liorted in collegiate and preparatoiy courses for 1909. while four hundred

forty-one were all from Ohio, one hundred seventy of these were from AA’ayne

county.

But of course the principal interest in the university from the beginning

and continuing as the institution has become a matter of city and county con-

cern. was taken by tbe First Presbyterian church of AAMoster. It is with

])eculiar pleasure that the writer, after twenty-seven years of fellowship and

ha^dng been privileged to know a number of those most essential to the early

stages of the enterprise, can put here again upon record the abiding sense of

obligation which is felt by all in the university circle who know the facts.

AVithout the First church there never would have been a University of AAMos-

ter. They prayed for it, sharing the faith and fervor of Pastor Reed who con-
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secratecl the campus by anticipation when he prayed under the shade of its

great trees that God would put it into the heart of his servant Ephraim Quinby

to offer those identical acres as a site for the Christian college. They planned

for it largely. They gave liberally. They set the example which aroused the

generosity of others and made it apparent that the great undertaking could

be and would be realized. Had not the First church moved, the city would

never have moved and the “local habitation" for this modern “ark of the

covenant" (concerning which we hope it contains both law and gospel and

above which, we believe, invisible but real hangs the “Shechinah" of the God

we would glorify) might never have been secured. In all historic events there

are many causes and forces uniting from large areas ( as a stream is fed liy a

vast watershed), but there is somewhere a centre about which the forces gather

and from which the outburst and efflorescence emerge though they be those of

a century-plant. That centre for Ohio was Wooster, for Wooster it was the

First church, and for the First church it was Ephraim Quinby, Jr. Ever

since the opening and in every crisis of the university’s history, this same band

of faithful men and women have stood by—watchful and sympathetic. They

have given the university, all in all, much more than any other church in the

land in material help, not to mention the time and talent given continuously by

pastor and people to aid in the management of affairs. They stood by most

gallantly when a goodly portion of reliable supporters were organized into the

^^’estminster church (April 28, 1874). Then they deferred erecting a new

building and were content with executing only improvements because the

university's needs were so pressing. When the reconstructed house was dedi-

cated the second president of the university (Doctor Taylor) pronounced the

sermon of the occasion and was successful in securing a subscription of four

thousand dollars to remove all indebtedness before the ceremony of dedica-

tion was completed. With entire propriety did Pastor McCurdy write in 1876;

“The Westminster church and the university are the legitimate children of

this congregation. Not a little of the unwritten history of this congregation

enters into the existence of the university. If the mother has reason to be

proud of this child much more has the child reason to be proud of its mother."

The whole course of these forty years goes to prove that the sheet-anchor of

the university’s trust may well be considered as found in the fundamental faith

and warm interest of Christian peo])le, and that hel]) from without will always

come when that interest has ])roved itself by sharp sacrifice.

(). The \’alue of the nni\-ersity to the county was. in one sense, begun

when others began to realize the thereto almost unexampled enthusiasm and

generosity with which our em ironment took up the enterprise. The trustees
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report in 1869 that the people of Wayne county “have not only redeemed that

offer, but have increased their cash subscription until they have made their

donation in money more than the whole sum originally required [$100,000].
* * * Surely it ought to be a strong additional reason for pushing for-

ward the endowment, that the county in which it is located is ready so fully

to do its part.” Many gifts of that day were made at a personal sacrifice that,

we fear, will not be often equalled in our day of larger resources but also of

larger expenditures. Some of the larger gifts are not represented by such for-

tunes among the descendants, so far as I have learned, as could now give equal

amounts. For example five thousand dollars from John Longenecker; five

thousand dollars from the Messrs. McFadden
;
five thousand dollars from Mrs.

Mary Myers, of Congress. There is something deeply significant here, for

full comprehension of which I have not the time or the material. In that same

year (1869), the ripening autumn of the enterprise, the synod of Sandusky ex-

pressed its gratitude to the “Great Head of the Church.” and its appreciation

of the “noble and almost unexampled liberality of the citizens of A-Vayne

county.” This became known everywhere then, and deserves to be remem-

bered now', especially in view of a possible reliance upon great gifts of the

great fortunes outside of our immediate environment. We must not lose the

original and constant lesson that these great uplifts come after long years of

steady lifting up with our own tense muscles and aching shoulders.

Very soon the city and count}^ began to receive the reward of their gener-

osity. As early as 1878, Doctor Taylor could assure the surrounding popula-

tion that educated families were being brought here for their childrens' educa-

tion
;
that the annual expenditure of money due to the university's presence

was already not less than seventy thousand dollars
;
that this expenditure was

“a steady stream reaching the humblest tradesman, and making itself felt in

the whole region. Money paid out by the citizens to secure the university has

been repaid to them in threefold measure
;
and, as the years roll on, this will

prove to be an investment of the best character, producing a large and constant

interest.” In 1883 the same competent authority estimates that “the uni-

versity scatters fully one hundred thousand dollars annually through the town

and county.”

Who can estimate the value, in many directions, of the coming hither of

the Agricultural Experiment Station. If now we miss the possibilities of

intensive and scientific farming in this county, it is certainly our own fault.

Few remember the unsuccessful effort in 1868 to have a contemplated Agri-

cultural College founded here by the State and connected with the university.

It was a foredoomed and happy failure. But when removal of the experi-
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ment station from Columbus was found necessary, there is the best reason for

believing that, the decision of the committee responsible for the location was

largely influenced for Wayne county by the presence of the university. It

was believed on both sides that helpful relations could be developed between the

two institutions. In the construction of the wings in 1891-2, special dispo-

sitions were made for organic chemistry with the hope that the university

might be useful to a class of students who would be seeking special courses

associated with agriculture. There can be no doubt that in the near future

both institutions will come to their own, in view of the ever-growing im-

portance of the field land the fields) in which they may accomplish a common
work by mutually complementary adjustments. “Back to the soil” is no vain

slogan. Humanity, like the giant Antjeus of Greek mythology, cannot be

vancjuished save as it is separated from the soil. Every interest, economic or

moral, demands the development and improvement of moral life, and the

university clasps hands with the Experiment Station for that object. The

visible success which is sure to come from the united efforts of the two institu-

tions will eventually appear in greatest perfection in their immediate sur-

roundings.

And what an addition to this economical value has reached us in the rapid

development of the summer school ! When the six hundred give place to the

one thousand there is certainly something doing and to be done in taking care

of those who are doing- it. This needs no elaboration. Where shall we look

for a similar midsummer infusion of vigor into trade of all sorts? The total

contribution of the university, summer and winter, has just been estimated by

the best authority at two hundred fifty thousand dollars, annually, with other

tributary interests.

Moreover, we must beware of limiting tbe beneficent influence of the uni-

versity to the material aspect. It aids to make the county and the county

seat well known by the most diffusive and penetrating- kind of advertisement.

That noble son of Ohio, Governor Cox, speaking- at the corner-stone laying

of 1891, pointedly reminded us of this. Even though it has not banished as

fully as one might wish some infelicities in the use of the King’s English, the

university has been telling u])on tbe schools about us. Many sons of ^\’avne

liave been attracted to the liigher education because tbe magnet was brougbt

so near to them. Great aid has been given by the successive aud evermore

artistic and elaborate university buildings to the improvement of Wooster until

it is rapidly groiving into the “City Beautiful” movement which is a character-

istic of our day. No feudal castle reigns on a great hill over a de.solato group

of luits at tlie hill’s foot, but up a gentle accli\-ity all w ho w ill ma\- go to the
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“white city" ami its influences go clown the declivity as by gravity. Thus

without machinery the university has beeii drawing the cit}v in its increasing

comfort and regularity and beauty, toward its own standard.

More than this has been the presence of thousands, during these years,

of young men and women from the choicest homes of our state and country,

Ohio's larger cities are not largely represented, but her smaller cities are, as

well as her towns and villages and rural communities. The effect can-

not but have been good for the youth who hac'e been growing up side by side

with those of their own age from Ohio’s best homes who possess moreover

so great a variety of talent and culture. Hotv few intellectual “hoodlums"

have ec’er lieen drawn to Wooster and how uncomfortable they soon found

themselves to be ! How inconsiderable have been the numbers of the posi-

tively immoral! The institution has always been a fortress for “law and

order” and has known nothing of the German University student’s card by

which one whom neither wit nor wisdom could keep from overindulgence

is entitled to concealment rather than to be reported for discipline either

civil or institutional. Do all the inhabitants of our city and county realize

what this means? If they do they will surely never vote back again the

saloons that lessened, by our own accjuiescence, the incomparable value of

a sober and steady student-body, nor never, indeed, be contented with any ad-

ministration permitting lawlessness despite the law. Nor is the presence

among us of specialists in various sciences to be forgotten. More and more

in the future, as there will be opportunity for “original" work by a number

of jirofessors (for which opportunity some are already impatient), the re-

sult of close association with those rvho know what is to be known of Nature

and Man and Society and Government and of God, will be esteemed at their

true value. It is difficult to remember an instance when any evil influence

brought hither by a student or a teacher ever left a single trace upon our com-

munity, while the intellectual, esthetic, moral and religious values of the

university influences as a whole are too patent and too precious to he denied

or disesteemed.

And all this is just now receiving very special illustration in connection

with the recent spirit for improvement and extension which has sprung up

among us. Ours was always a solid community, hut just now it is an

awakened community. Educational interests and agricultural are regarded

as so well secured, that the population, with more unanimity than has ever

been displaved, is hotly pursuing an equal commercial prosperity. Always

a city of good homes, it must now become a city of better houses. Always

financial sound, it is now ambitious to be prosperous by adding manufactures
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to the agriculture. The remarkable thing is the spirit of confidence which

is strikingly manifest today, and its evident foundation on the educational

and agricultural position alread}' attained. With this spirit the university's

rapid development during the past eleven years has had much to do. The

unity of interest and certainty of co-operation has come to present expres-

sion during the month of September in our local press. The Pennsylvania

station agent (Charles H. Wolf) writes: “I have found that a great many

first-class people have been drawn to the place solely on account of the institu-

tion on the hill, and they are among our very best citizens. They purchase

good homes, they live well and add materially to the welfare and prosperity

of our city." John M. Criley (banker and Board-of-Trade man and uni-

versity trustee) writes down the wind the unreasoning assertion that in a

college-town factories cannot thrive : ‘‘Now if a thing is true a reasonable

man can tell why it is true and I would like to have some reasonable man
tell wbat there is in education that makes it the natural and fatal enemy of

industrial enterprise. * * * The remarkable industrial development of the

United States is due to her exceptional educational opportunities and the super-

ior intelligence of her working men. * * Cleveland has not found col-

leges a hindrance, nor has Columbus or Springfield or Chicago or Pittsburg.

* * * The idea is absurd. * * If the college is inimical to the fac-

tory is it conceivable that these clear-headed and far-seeing men ( captains of

industry) would give so bountifully to the upbuilding of institutions that are

destined to destroy the very source of their wealth?" Then our talented

fellow-citizen (himself a graduate of the university) testifies that not a manu-

facturer approached by the Board of Trade with a presentation of our city’s

attractions ever ‘‘remotely hinted at an objection to W'ooster as a college-

town." “In sucb a matter," he concludes, “I much prefer the opinions of

successful manufacturers to the cavilling of those who have never manu-

factured anything more tangible that an e.xcuse." To all wbicb it may be

added that if such an objector will study the continental svstems of the

technical scliools and the peculiarly German arrangement called the “Fort-

))i!dingschule" he would be additionally convinced of his error, d'he thing to

do is to effect such vigorous co-operation that verv sjieedily all could be added

to the uni\’ersity which would euahle it to enter u])on the department speciallv

related to various industries and especially the varieties of engineering W’e

may close this paragra])h by a somewhat novel but entirely convincing sug-

gestion of President Ilolden. Speaking of promoting W’ooster-interests,

he asserts that those who planted the uni\-ersity were “\\’ooster's earlv boom-

ers" and that they “had increased the value of every inch of Wayne county.”
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And this is the novel suggestion : “It is the only institution in this community

that has salaried men in the field to boom Wooster by offering- education

which costs it (the university) one hundred and twenty dollars for seventy-

eight dollars and fifty cents, losing forty-one dollars and fifty cents on every

student 'who comes here that our city may be built up and that our citizens

who are in trade may benefit thereby.”

7. It would probably be of interest if opportunity were offered to trace

the development of the university along the lines of the natural sciences,

the mental, moral and social sciences, literature, art, music, greater politics,

religion and religious activities, including: world-wide missions, side by side

with the progress of the city and county in education, agriculture, manufac-

tures, general business and professional services. There would be found,

I think, some subtle correspondences in the forty years of pilgrimage through

which both have passed.

It might be of yet greater interest to trace the development of our in-

stitution on a background of comparison wdth the general educational prog-

ress of these forty years in our whole country, and, for that matter, in other

countries.

But neither of these things is at this writing possible. Suffice it to say

that among Ohio’s many colleges, Wooster has always been above the standard

of admission to, and always a factor in the life of the Ohio College Association ;

that no denominational college has developed so rapidly and only Oberlin

and Delaware have kept pace with Wooster’s more recent progress: that

the surge forward of the State Universities of the West, and the strides of

Cornell in New York, and the strong growth of the venerable Lafayette with

that of Washington and Jefferson, plus the surprising blossoming of Grove

City College, and the long hoped for and at last wonderful outburst of power

in the University of Pittsburg (all in Pennsylvania)
;
to say nothing of the

massive institutions on the Atlantic border and those on the Pacific slope

and the apparently unlimited resources of Chicago between—make impera-

tively manifest the high line of aspiration and endeavor to which every soul

in Wooster and Wayne county is primarily called (whatever may be expected

ultimately from others) in behalf of the central tower of our present strength

and the glory of our past.

8. And now—to bring all to a close—a glance toward the future. I

hazard no predictions though I see reason to believe in “streams of tendency.”

It is evident that Wooster is destined to be a great college and. possibly,

a real university. Notwithstanding the multiplication of neighboring col-

leges, the diffused college-policy of Ohio (as already noted) is constantly
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proving its wisdom. No real college has ever been slain by this policy, while

college-spirit has been developed in many communities and denominations,

Ohio will continue to find her account in the many colleges which have

wrought so good a work in the past and no one of which need be atrophied

or decadent. Ohio 'will bring “the company to the colors.”

The future is in part secured by the full recognition of the demand of pres-

ent-day education, and the liberal planning of the present management to meet

them. The propaganda literature of this year (1910) is 'full of the most

cogent appeals based upon the clearest conception of what is yet to be supplied.

Details cannot be given; they change rapidly. Write for them. The prog-

ress of the great effort to reach the six-hundred-thousand-dollar mark is en-

couraging. There remains less than two hundred thousand to be secured.

Though the time is short, success is regarded as certain because the whole

past now presses the institution forward into future growth with irresistible

power. “Unto him that hath, it shall be given.”

The demands are regarded as possibilities and as certainties under con-

ditions of such enthusiasm and co-operation of immediate environment,

of alumni, of synod and body of the Ohio Presbyterian churches, of neigh-

boring churches across denominational lines (as Presbyterians elsewhere co-

operate with their neighboring institutions), plus the gifts of our whole de-

nomination in the United States, and the trustful help of large givers to gen-

eral educational enterprises. These have all been brought together in re-

cent years and they cannot fail to succeed in the future.

The general continuity of policy on all greater lines points in the same

direction. Wooster is a great arrow flying toward one target-center. Its

position and intentions admit of no question. It is rather singular that,

without a single essential divergence, this direction has been preserved, and

the same principles frankly accepted by each successive administration, ^^’hat

the original synods desired the original trustees formulated and adopted. What
the trustees set forth the first inaugural fully proclaimed. ^^’hat the first

inaugural announced the second further elaborated—the first ])resident being

present with a reassuring benediction. Wbat the second inaugural avowed

the third frankly accepted—the second president being present and the same

presiding officer of the lioard of trustees t'oicing the well-known plans and

pui'ijo.ses. What the third inaugural acknowledged the fourth accepted un-

hesitatingly,'’ both the second and third presidents being ])resent at the trans-

mission of the trust. This hitherto unbroken continuity argues well for

the future. An institution so continuously conscious of one reason for be-

ing is hard to deflect or defeat.
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There are some disadvantages associated with the youth of a college, but

there are also distinct ad\'antages. “Atmosphere"—as it is termed—may be

lacking, “traditions ’ may not be so impressive, facilities may not be so per-

fect, Imt per contra, there may be in the junior institution a happy riddance of

hindering traditions—unless a sycophantic and servile imitation consents to

import and impose them
; there may be a certain efficiency resulting' in some

cases from the more modern methods
; and the ambitious vigor of youth may

tell in its development. Especially may this be true when the foundation

principles possess the strength of “eternal laws.” Things are coming toward
religion in the depths, however contrary the surface current may seem now
and then. The ideals of the younger college may be the simpler and also the

higher. The initial success, if it has been rapid, may set the pace for a con-

tinuance of speed. A high percentage of growth in earlier years is a promise

of and a stimulus to a high conception of possibility (and of duty) for the

years which must follow. The world's educational enthusiasm is at the boil-

ing point and it is rather a favorable thing to be young when enthusiasm is

in cpiestion. And when no essential modification is needed but only adapta-

tion, the higher flexibility of youth is advantageous—though of course it has

a dangerous side.

On the other hand the increasing number and financial and moral

strength of the alumni, together with the quick sequence of the fiftieth anni-

versary presage the power and the occasion for a leap forward within the dec-

ade upon which Wooster is now entering. The alumni are perfecting their

organization (as before noted) and the semi-centennial will prove (as it has

with other colleges) the occasion for united and determined exertion, and that

means success.

Meanwhile our whole denominational forces are coming into line on

the tremendous import of the secularistic drift in education and the resulting

demand for the best possible equipment and management of the institutions

of higher learning 'which share Wooster’s consecration as expressed in her

motto, “Christo ct Uteris.” The college board is growing in power and in-

fluence. It is kindling a just and intelligent sentiment in behalf of the col-

leges which may with propriety be called Presbyterian. No matter how over-

shadowing may be the growth of the state universities stimulated by the

tropical luxuriance of lavish appropriations ; religious sensitiveness perceives

in them only the shade of the Upas tree if they banish true religion from

their curricula and from their care of the young. In this view I cannot sub-

scribe to the suggestion that the denominational college must always remain

the “small college," giving up large territories to the state universities, and

chastening their ambitions to the doing of the “regular college courses" alone.
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Tliis they cannot conscientiously do. The rea,son for their “being” is just

as good a reason for their “well-being.” It is important to have college

teaching accompanied by Christian influences. Can it be a matter of indiffer-

ence that the higher side of the higher education should be imparted without

care as to whether the influence of that controlling section shall ignore or even

prove hostile to the spiritual influences which we know are essential to the pro-

duction and maintenance of that moral and spiritual character without which

there can be neither personal salvation nor ultimate persistence of free insti-

tutions ?

A testimonial of 1901, mentions the fact that a competent eastern author-

ity asserted that the “smaller colleges of the West sent to Princeton for post-

graduate study abler men than the larger colleges of the East,” and also that

a professor of Johns Hopkins “had recently declared that AAoster does as

good work as any institution in the northern part of the United States.” Then

this testimonial proceeds : “This was to be expected. The ecclesiastical con-

trol and management, the moral and religious atmosphere, the direct contact

with instructors—in fact the many good influences and the minimum of bad,

give the denominational colleges strong advantages for producing the best

types of manhood and womanhood. These considerations win the confidence

of the friends of education and enlist their support for our Christian colleges.”

Thus we reach the conclusion of our journey, a much longer one than at

first intended. The writer feels, however, that the play will have been worth

the candle (and he has burned a good many candles over it—or their equi\a-

lents) if it will in the least degree help to conserve the principles “most surely

believed among us or aid in keeping in memory some of the noblest men
and women it has ever been his privilege to know ; or to kindle in anv of the

sons and daughters of this benign mother ( who may not hitherto have known

these facts) a deeper interest in her welfare than that which depends too

much upon incidental and almost accidental accessories of college life; or to

vindicate the truth of God's ])romise that if we “wait upon” Him, we shall “re-

new our strength and run and not be weary and walk and not be faint.”

In the firm faith that the University of A'ooster will not onlv grow u]) to

the nnivcrsum implied in its title, hut will carry thither all the profound con-

victions of its origin, I put aside the pen to await the better hand which will

doubtless revise or rewrite this history for the fiftieth anniversarv. h'or the

intervening decade and each one beyond I would repeat the devout wish of

Whittier’s centennial hymn :

“.\nd, cast in some diviner mould.

Let the new cycle shame the old.”

S. IL S.



14 APPENDIX.

THE ALUMNI ROUND TABLE.

From the Wooster Quarterly, for July, 1910, by the Editor, Prof. J. O. Notestein, Ph. D.

Wooster has celebrated her fortieth commencement. It was one of the

surprises of Wooster’s beginning that there should be a senior class of six to

enter the first year. Hence we may reckon as many commencements as years

in Wooster’s history. For the first commencement we gathered about a

temporary platform built under the oaks a dozen rods northeast of the tall

brick pile that was then our single college building. Very unlike was it in

outer surroundings to this commencement centered in and about Memorial

Chapel. Yet the essential life of Wooster was in that prophetic first celebra-

tion of a just completed college year. A small faculty sat on the rough plank

platform, yet they were all scholars of high attainments and ideals, while sev-

eral of them were teachers of rare power. The six young men who were

graduated that day gave orations thoughtful and strong. Five of that six

are still strong workers among men, and have amply fulfilled the promise

of that first commencement day. There were no alumni to attend that day,

making the campus cjuick with greetings and happy memories.

As one compares the first with the fortieth and recalls all the intervening-

story of usefulness and power, one is led to say that Wooster’s life has been

“like a tree planted by the rivers of water.’’ Our founder-fathers “delighted

in the law of the Lord’’ and their successors have not forsaken their loyalty to

it
;
so doing they kept Wooster in touch with the greatest vital force

;
in

harmony with a deep universal law whereby truth moves on to universal vic-

tory. That law Aill work through the history of Wooster’s next forty years.

May the one who pens the Round Table notes for Wooster’s eightieth com-

mencement be privileged to record its result in a like gladness of growth and

fruit.


















